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UNVEILING THE MAGIC: A
COMPLETE SUMMARY OF A
LITTLE PRINCESS BY FRANCES
HODGSON BURNETT

Frances  Hodgson  Burnett's  A  Little
Princess  is  one  of  the  most  beloved
children's  classics  ever  written.  First
serialized in 1888 and later published as
a novel in 1905, the story of Sara Crewe

has captivated readers  for  generations
with  its  timeless  themes  of  resilience,
kindness, and the power of imagination.
This comprehensive summary of A Little
Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett will
guide  you  through  the  plot ,  key
characters,  and  enduring  lessons  that
make  this  book  a  masterpiece  of
children's  literature.  Whether  you  are
revisit ing  this  cherished  tale  or
encountering  it  for  the  first  time,  this
article  offers  a  deep  dive  into  the  world

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Summary Of A Little Princess By Frances Hodgson Burnett 2023-05-28

of  Sara  Crewe  and  her  remarkable
journey  from riches  to  rags  and  back
again.

PART ONE: THE LIFE OF A LITTLE
PRINCESS BEGINS

Introducing Sara
Crewe
The  story  opens  with  seven-year-old
Sara  Crewe  arriving  at  Miss  Minchin's
Select  Seminary  for  Young  Ladies  in
London. She is the daughter of Captain
Ralph Crewe, a wealthy English widower
who dotes on his only child. Sara is not
just  rich;  she  is  also  extraordinarily
intelligent,  imaginative,  and  kind-
hearted.  Her  father  has  spared  no

expense for her education and comfort,
and Miss Minchin,  the headmistress,  is
delighted  to  have  such  a  wealthy
pupil—though  she  secretly  resents
Sara's  natural  grace  and  popularity.
From the  very  beginning,  Sara  stands
out.  She  speaks  fluent  French,  reads
voraciously, and treats the servants and
younger students with genuine respect.
This  summary  of  A  Little  Princess  by
Frances  Hodgson  Burnett  emphasizes
that Sara's true royalty comes not from
her wealth but from her character. She
spends her days telling elaborate stories
to her friends, particularly Ermengarde,
a slow-witted but loyal girl, and Lottie, a
spoiled  four-year-old  who  throws
tantrums  until  Sara  calms  her  with
gentle authority.
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The Diamond
Mines and the
Promise of Magic
Sara's father invests in diamond mines
before leaving for India, a venture that
promises even greater fortune. On her
eleventh birthday, Miss Minchin throws a
lavish party in Sara's honor,  hoping to
impress  wealthy  parents.  During  the
celebration,  a  lawyer  arrives  with
devastating  news:  Captain  Crewe  has
died of a fever, and the diamond mines
have failed completely. All the money is
gone. Sara is left penniless and alone in
the world.

This moment marks the dramatic turning
point in any summary of A Little Princess
by  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett.  Miss
Minchin's  true  nature  emerges  with
shocking  cruelty.  She  confiscates  Sara's
belongings,  forces  her  to  live  in  a
freezing attic room, and makes her work
as  a  scullery  maid.  Sara's  new  life
consists  of  scrubbing  floors,  running
errands  in  the  rain,  and  enduring
constant  abuse from Miss Minchin and
her spiteful assistant, Miss Amelia.

PART TWO: FROM RICHES TO
RAGS AND BACK AGAIN

Life in the Attic:
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Resilience in the
Darkest Hours
Despite  her  suffering,  Sara  refuses  to
abandon her  dignity.  She continues to
behave like a princess—not because of
her  birth  or  wealth,  but  because  she
believes  that  every  girl,  regardless  of
circumstance, can be a princess if  she
ac ts  w i th  g race ,  courage ,  and
compassion.  This  inner  nobility  is  the
heart of this summary of A Little Princess
by  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett.  Sara's
imagination  becomes  her  greatest
refuge.  She  pretends  that  her  cold,
barren  attic  is  a  prison  cell  in  the
Bastille,  and  she  is  a  brave  prisoner
awaiting rescue. She imagines that the

street  lamp  outside  her  window  is  a
friendly beacon, and she talks to the rat
who  lives  in  the  walls,  naming  him
Melchisedec after a biblical king.
Sara makes a few loyal  friends during
this  period.  Becky,  the  overworked
scullery  maid,  becomes  her  closest
companion.  Sara  shares  the little  food
she has with Becky and treats her as an
equal,  a  radical  kindness  in  the  rigid
class  structure  of  Victorian  England.
Together,  they  endure  the  cold  and
hunger,  sustaining  each  other  with
stories  and  small  acts  of  generosity.

The Mysterious
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Benefactor Next
Door
As  Sara's  suffering  deepens,  strange
things begin to happen. A wealthy Indian
gentleman,  Mr.  Carrisford,  moves  into
the  house  next  door  with  his  servant,
Ram  Dass.  Ram  Dass  notices  Sara's
plight when he sees her shivering in her
attic. He begins to secretly provide her
with comforts: a warm blanket, a brazier
of coals, and delicious food that appears
mysteriously  in  her  room.  The attic  is
gradually transformed into a cozy haven,
filled with books, a fire, and even a doll's
house. Sara believes this is magic, but
the  reader  understands  that  it  is  the
kindness of Mr. Carrisford, who turns out

to  be  her  father's  former  business
partner.
This section of our summary of A Little
Princess  by  Frances  Hodgson  Burnett
highlights the theme of hidden kindness.
Mr.  Carrisford  has  been  searching  for
Sara for years, consumed by guilt over
the failed diamond mines. The mines, in
fact,  were not  a failure—they struck a
massive  diamond  field  shortly  after
Captain  Crewe's  death,  making  Sara
immensely  wealthy.  Mr.  Carrisford's
illness has delayed his search, but Ram
Dass's  observations  finally  lead  him  to
the  shabby  seminary  where  Sara  is
hidden.

PART THREE: THE TRIUMPH OF
KINDNESS AND IMAGINATION
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The Great
Revelation
The climax of the story arrives when Mr.
Carrisford,  accompanied by his  lawyer,
visits Miss Minchin to officially claim Sara
as his ward and restore her fortune. Miss
Minchin,  realizing  her  cruelty  will  be
exposed, tries to prevent the meeting,
but  Sara  is  finally  reunited  with  her
father's  friend.  The  scene  is  deeply
moving:  Sara,  ragged  and  thin,  learns
that she is not only safe but also rich
beyond her wildest dreams. She refuses
to  let  Miss  Minchin  apologize,  instead
walking  out  of  the  seminary  with  her
head held high, accompanied by Becky,
who  will  now  be  her  companion  and

friend.
This  moment  is  the  emotional  core  of
any  summary  of  A  Little  Princess  by
Frances Hodgson Burnett. Sara's victory
is  not  about  money—it  is  about  the
triumph of her spirit. She has remained
kind, imaginative, and brave even when
everything  was  taken  from  her.  The
restoration of her wealth is simply the
external  recognition  of  what  she  has
always been: a true princess.

The Fate of Miss
Minchin
Miss  Minchin's  downfall  is  satisfyingly
complete. Her cruelty is exposed to the
parents of her students, and she faces
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social  ruin.  Sara,  in  a  final  act  of  grace,
does not  gloat.  She simply  leaves the
seminary  behind,  moving  into  Mr.
Carrisford's home next door, where she
continues  to  live  with  her  imagination
intact  and  her  kindness  undiminished.
The  story  ends  with  Sara  and  Becky
settled  into  a  life  of  comfort  and  joy,
surrounded by the people who truly love
them.

KEY THEMES IN A LITTLE
PRINCESS

The Inner

Nobility of
Character
The  most  important  theme  in  this
summary of A Little Princess by Frances
Hodgson  Burnett  is  that  true  nobility
comes  from  within.  Sara  defines  a
princess as someone who is "kind and
good and who thinks  of  others  before
herself." She lives by this definition even
when  she  has  nothing.  This  theme
resonates powerfully with readers of all
a g e s ,  r e m i n d i n g  u s  t h a t  o u r
circumstances do not define our worth.
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The Power of
Imagination
Sara's  imagination  is  not  a  childish
escape—it  is  a  survival  tool .  By
pretending her attic is the Bastille, she
transforms  her  suffering  into  a  heroic
story.  By  imagining  that  the  rat
Melchisedec  is  a  noble  creature,  she
finds  companionship  in  loneliness.  This
theme teaches children (and adults) that
imagination can be a source of strength
and resilience in difficult times.

Kindness Across

Class Boundaries
Burnett  was writing in  a  deeply  class-
conscious  Victorian  society,  yet  her
novel  challenges  those  divisions.  Sara
treats everyone with respect,  from the
w e a l t h y  E r m e n g a r d e  t o  t h e
impoverished  Becky.  She  sees  the
humanity in every person, regardless of
their  social  standing.  This  message  of
universal  kindness  is  perhaps  more
relevant  today  than  ever  before.

CHARACTER ANALYSIS: THE
PEOPLE OF MISS MINCHIN'S
SEMINARY
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Sara Crewe: The
Heart of the

Story
Sara  is  an  almost  impossibly  good
protagonist,  but  Burnett  gives  her
enough depth to avoid being saccharine.
She  is  perceptive,  sometimes  too
perceptive,  and  she  feels  anger  and
despair  even  as  she  hides  them.  Her
strength lies  in  her  refusal  to  become
bitter. This is the defining feature of Sara
in any summary of A Little Princess by
Frances Hodgson Burnett:  she chooses
kindness,  even when cruelty  would be
easier.

Miss Minchin: A
Memorable
Villain
Miss Minchin is one of literature's great
villains because she is so believable. She
is not a monster—she is a greedy, self-
serving woman who values money above
humanity.  Her  hypocrisy  is  her  defining
trait :  she  preaches  virtue  whi le
practicing cruelty. Burnett makes her a
cautionary  figure  about  what  happens
when  love  of  money  corrupts  the  soul.
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Becky: The Loyal
Friend
Becky  represents  the  forgotten  and
exploited  working  class  of  Victorian
England. She is kind, hardworking, and
starved  for  affection.  Sara's  friendship
transforms  her  life,  just  as  Becky's
loyalty sustains Sara. Their relationship
is the purest in the novel, untainted by
self-interest or social climbing.

Ermengarde,

Lottie, and the
Other Girls
The supporting characters add texture to
the  story.  Ermengarde  represents  the
value  of  loyalty  over  intellect.  Lottie
shows  how  Sara's  kindness  can  tame
even the wildest temper. The other girls,
who abandon Sara when she loses her
fortune,  serve  as  a  reminder  of  how
shallow  social  status  can  be.  When
Sara's fortune is restored, they suddenly
want to be her friend again—a poignant
commentary on human nature.

WHY A LITTLE PRINCESS
ENDURES

Over a  century after  its  publication,  A
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Little  Princess  remains  a  staple  of
children's literature. It has been adapted
into  numerous  films,  television  series,
and stage productions, most notably the
beloved  1995  film  directed  by  Alfonso
Cuarón.  The  story's  appeal  lies  in  its
universal  themes:  the  fight  against
injustice,  the  power  of  hope,  and  the
belief  that  goodness  will  ultimately
prevail.
This  summary  of  A  Little  Princess  by
Frances  Hodgson  Burnett  would  be
incomplete  without  acknowledging  the
book's  emotional  impact.  Readers  who
encounter  this  story  as  children  often
carry Sara's example into adulthood. She
teaches us that we can choose how we
respond to suffering,  that  imagination is
a form of resistance, and that kindness is
never wasted.

The Diamond
Mines as a
Metaphor
The  diamond  mines  in  the  novel
represent more than just  wealth.  They
are a metaphor for hidden potential and
unexpected treasure. Just as the mines
initially appear worthless and later yield
unimaginable  riches,  Sara's  difficult
years in the attic produce a strength of
character  that  no  amount  of  money
could buy. This metaphor enriches any
summary of A Little Princess by Frances
Hodgson  Burnett,  adding  layers  of
meaning  that  reward  careful  reading.
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LESSONS FOR MODERN READERS

Although the novel was written in a very
different  era,  its  lessons  remain
strikingly relevant. In a world that often
measures  worth  by  wealth,  status,  or
social  media  presence,  Sara  Crewe
reminds us that true value lies in how we
treat  others.  Her  story  encourages
empathy, resilience, and the courage to
maintain our principles even when the
world turns against us.
For  parents  and  educators,  A  Little
Princess  offers  a  rich  opportunity  to
discuss themes of justice, empathy, and
the importance of standing up for what
is right. The book also provides a window
into Victorian social history, making it a
valuable  text  for  cross-curricular
learning.

CONCLUSION: THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF A LITTLE PRINCESS

This  summary  of  A  Little  Princess  by
Frances  Hodgson  Burnett  has  traced
Sara  Crewe's  journey  from  a  beloved
heiress  to  a  mistreated  servant  and
finally  to  a  restored  queen  of  her  own
destiny.  The novel  is  far  more than a
simple  rags-to-riches  story.  It  is  a
profound meditation on what it means to
be noble,  how imagination can sustain
us through the darkest times, and why
kindness is the most powerful  force in
the world.
Sara  Crewe  remains  an  iconic  figure  in
children's  literature  precisely  because
she is not a passive victim. She actively
chooses  her  response  to  suffering,
transforming her attic into a castle and
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her poverty into a stage for heroism. She
shows  us  that  we  are  all  capable  of
being  princes  and  princesses—not
because  of  our  birth  or  our  bank
accounts, but because of the choices we

make every day.
If you have never read A Little Princess,
this  summary  of  A  Little  Princess  by
Frances Hodgson Burnett is an invitation
to discover a timeless classic. If you


