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INTRODUCTION:
WHY THE
CONSTITUTION
CAPTURES OUR
CURIOSITY

The  United  States
Constitution  is  more
t h a n  a  h i s t o r i c a l
document.  It  is  the
l iv ing  blueprint  of
American democracy, a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
i n g e n u i t y  o f  t h e
Founding Fathers,  and
a  subject  of  endless
f a s c i n a t i o n  f o r
scholars, students, and
casual  learners  alike.

Yet, for a document so
central to our national
identity,  surprisingly
few  people  know  the
intriguing  stories,  the
close  calls,  and  the
q u i r k y  d e t a i l s
embedded  within  its
c r e a t i o n  a n d
ratification.  This  is
where  Constitution
Trivia Questions And
Answers  come  into
play.  They  transform
what can feel like dry
legal text into a lively
puzzle,  revealing  the
human  drama  and
intellectual  firepower
behind  every  article
a n d  a m e n d m e n t .
Whether  you  are  a

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Constitution Trivia Questions And
Answers

2024-04-09

teacher  looking  to
engage a classroom, a
trivia night enthusiast,
or  a  lifelong  learner,
exploring constitutional
trivia  offers  a  unique
lens  through which  to
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e
b r i l l i a n c e  a n d
compromise that gave
birth  to  the  American
experiment.  In  this
comprehensive  guide,
we will  dive deep into
the  most  fascinating,
s u r p r i s i n g ,  a n d
educat ional  tr iv ia
a b o u t  t h e  U . S .
Constitution,  covering
everything  from  the
Founding  Fathers'
habits to the quirks of
t h e  a m e n d m e n t
process.  Prepare  to
test  your  knowledge
and  uncover  details
that might just change
how  you  v i ew  the
supreme  law  of  the
land.

THE BIRTH OF THE
CONSTITUTION:
KEY HISTORICAL
TRIVIA

Before  we  jump  into
specific  Constitution
Trivia Questions And
A n s w e r s ,  i t  i s
essential to understand
the historical context in
which  the  document
w a s  f o r g e d .  T h e
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l
Convention  of  1787
w a s  a  f r a c t i o u s ,
s e c r e t i v e ,  a n d
remarkably  productive
gathering.  Here  are
some  foundational
f a c t s  t h a t  o f t e n
surprise  people.

The
Conventi
on Was
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Not
Initially
About
Writing a
New
Constituti

on
Many  people  assume
the delegates met with
t h e  c l e a r  g o a l  o f
scrapping  the  Articles
of  Confederation  and
s ta r t ing  f resh .  In
reality,  the  official
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e
convention  was  to
revise  the  Articles.  It
was only after weeks of
intense  debate  that
delegates  like  James
Madison and Alexander
Hamilton pushed for an

e n t i r e l y  n e w
framework.  This  shift
was  so  dramatic  that
delegates  swore  an
oath  of  secrecy,  lest
the  public  panic  over
t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e
c h a n g e s  b e i n g
d i s c u s s e d .  T h e
w i n d o w s  o f
Independence  Hall
were kept shut, even in
t h e  s w e l t e r i n g
Philadelphia  summer,
t o  k e e p  t h e i r
deliberations private.

Rhode
Island
Boycotte
d the
Conventi
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on
A fascinating  piece  of
trivia:  Rhode  Island,
famously  independent
and  susp ic ious  o f
federal power, refused
to send any delegates
to  the  Constitutional
C o n v e n t i o n .  T h e
"Ocean  State"  feared
that  a  strong  central
government  would
t r a m p l e  s t a t e
sovereignty  and  its
lucrative  maritime
trade.  As  a  result ,
Rhode  Island  was  the
last  of  the  original
thirteen states to ratify
the Constitution, doing
so only in 1790,  after
the  new  government
w a s  a l r e a d y
operational  and  after
Congress threatened to
treat  it  as  a  foreign
entity.

The
Signing
Was
Nearly
Sabotage
d
The  final  days  of  the
convention were tense.
On  September  17,
1787,  as  delegates
prepared  to  s ign ,
d e l e g a t e  G e o r g e
Mason  o f  V i rg in ia
proposed  a  b i l l  o f
rights. The motion was
defeated  unanimously
b y  t h e  s t a t e
delegations  present.
T h e n ,  d e l e g a t e
E lb r idge  Ger ry  o f
M a s s a c h u s e t t s
objected,  arguing  the
document  l acked
sufficient  safeguards.
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Ult imately,  Gerry,
Mason,  and  Edmund
Randolph  refused  to
sign.  Had a few more
key figures joined their
p r o t e s t ,  t h e
Constitution  might
have  faced  an  even
more  difficult  path  to
ratification. The signing
itself was a close call,
m a k i n g  t h e
Constitution  Trivia
Q u e s t i o n s  A n d
Answers  surrounding
its  final  moments
particularly  dramatic.

THE FRAMERS AND
THEIR
FASCINATING
STORIES

The  Constitution  was
n o t  w r i t t e n  b y  a
committee of dusty old
men. It was crafted by
a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f
extraordinary  (and
o f t e n  e c c e n t r i c )
individuals.  Quizzing
you r se l f  on  the i r
personalities  adds  a

r i c h  l a y e r  t o
understanding  the
document.

The
Youngest
and the
Oldest
Framers
A g e  p l a y e d  a
fascinating role at the
c o n v e n t i o n .  T h e
youngest delegate was
Jonathan  Dayton  of
New  Jersey,  who  was
only  26  years  old.  At
the  other  end  of  the
spect rum  was  the
venerable  Benjamin
F r a n k l i n  o f
Pennsylvania, who was
81 and in poor health.
Frankl in  had  to  be
c a r r i e d  t o  t h e
convention in a sedan
chair. Despite his age,



6

6 Constitution Trivia Questions And
Answers

2024-04-09

Frankl in 's  wit  and
wisdom were crucial in
brokering compromises
when  debates  grew
heated. This contrast in
ages  shows  that  the
Constitution  was  truly
a generational project.

James
Madison:
The
Father of
the
Constituti
on
James Madison earned
his  nickname  for  a
reason.  He  arrived  at
the convention months
early,  having  studied
hundreds  of  examples
o f  h i s t o r i c a l

confederacies.  He
drafted  the  Virginia
Plan,  which  became
the initial blueprint for
the  Constitution.  He
took  meticulous  notes
o f  e v e r y  d e b a t e ,
providing  historians
with the primary record
of  the  convention.
However, Madison was
initially  opposed  to  a
bill  of  rights.  He later
changed his mind and
spea rheaded  the
passage of the first ten
amendments  through
the First Congress. This
reversal  makes  for
excellent Constitution
Trivia Questions And
Answers regarding his
legacy.

George
Washingt
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on: The
Silent

Presence
George  Washington
was  elected  president
of  the  convent ion
unanimously.  Yet,  he
spoke very little during
the  debates.  His  role
was not to argue points
b u t  t o  l e n d  h i s
immense prestige and
a u t h o r i t y  t o  t h e
p roceed ings .  H i s
presence  kept  the
delegates  focused.
When  delegates  were
on the verge of walking
out,  they  looked  to
W a s h i n g t o n .  H i s
willingness  to  endorse
the final document was
perhaps  the  single
most  important  factor
in  its  ratification.  He
spoke only at the very
end,  offering  a  brief
note  support ing  a

change to the number
of representatives.

THE BILL OF
RIGHTS AND KEY
AMENDMENTS

No set of Constitution
Trivia Questions And
Answers  is  complete
without  exploring  the
amendments.  The  Bill
o f  R i g h t s  w a s  a
concession to the Anti-
Federalists who feared
a  powerful  central
government.  But  the
amendment  process
itself  is  filled  with
interesting  quirks.

The
Original
First
Amendm
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ent Was
Not About
Free

Speech
This is one of the most
shocking  pieces  of
trivia.  When  James
Madison  proposed  the
Bill of Rights, the very
first amendment on his
l ist  concerned  the
f o r m u l a  f o r
c o n g r e s s i o n a l
apportionment  (how
many  people  each
representative  would
r e p r e s e n t ) .  T h i s
amendment was never
ratified  by  enough
states. Therefore, what
w e  c a l l  t h e  F i r s t
Amendment  (freedom
of  speech ,  p ress ,
religion, assembly, and
petition)  was  actually
the third article of the

original twelve sent to
the  states.  The  one
that  did  get  ratified
eventually became the
27th  Amendment ,
r e g a r d i n g
congressional  pay,
which  took  over  200
years to ratify.

The 27th
Amendm
ent Took
202 Years
to Ratify
Speaking  of  the  27th
Amendment,  it  is  a
t r i v i a  g o l d m i n e .
Proposed  in  1789  as
part of the original Bill
of Rights, it stated that
any  law  changing  the
pay  of  members  of
Congress  could  not
take  effect  until  after
the  next  election.  It
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received only six state
ratifications  by  1792
a n d  w a s  l a r g e l y
forgotten. In the 1980s,
a  Texas  university
student rediscovered it
a n d  s t a r t e d  a
campaign  to  get  i t
ratified.  It  finally
became law in 1992, a
staggering  202  years
later.

The
Prohibitio
n
Amendm
ent Had a
Time
Limit
The  18th  Amendment
(Proh ib i t ion)  was
u n i q u e  i n  t h a t  i t

included  a  seven-year
t i m e  l i m i t  f o r
ratification.  This  was
the  first  time Congress
had  set  a  deadline.
When  Prohibition  was
repealed  by  the  21st
Amendment, it became
the  only  amendment
ever to be repealed by
another.  This  double
distinction  makes  for
c o m p e l l i n g
Constitution  Trivia
Q u e s t i o n s  A n d
Answers  about  the
fluid nature of the law.

The Equal
Rights
Amendm
ent (ERA)
is Still
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Unratified
The ERA, first proposed
in 1923 and passed by
Congress  in  1972,  fell
three  states  short  of
the  required  38  for
ratification.  A  deadline
was set, and it expired.
However,  in  recent
years,  Nevada, Illinois,
and  V i rg in ia  have
symbolically  ratified  it,
re ign i t ing  a  lega l
debate  about  whether
the  deadline  can  be
retroactively  removed.
This  ongoing  story
s h o w s  t h a t  t h e
Constitution is still very
m u c h  a  l i v i n g
document.

CONSTITUTIONAL
TRIVIA QUESTIONS
AND ANSWERS
(ORGANIZED BY
CATEGORY)

Now, let us get to the
heart  of  the  matter.
B e l o w  i s  a

c o m p r e h e n s i v e
c o l l e c t i o n  o f
Constitution  Trivia
Q u e s t i o n s  A n d
Answers  designed  to
challenge  and  inform.
Use  these  for  a  quiz
night,  a  classroom
activity,  or  simply  to
t e s t  y o u r  o w n
knowledge.

Category
1: The
Signers
and the
Conventi
on

Question:
Which future
President was
the only one to
also serve as a
delegate to the
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Constitutional
Convention?
Answer: George
Washington.
(James Madison
served as a
delegate but
became
President later;
Washington
served as
President of the
Convention.)

Question: How
many delegates
actually signed
the Constitution
on September
17, 1787?
Answer: 39. (Of
the 55 original
delegates, only
39 signed.)

Question:
Which delegate
famously said, "I
doubt, too,
whether any
other Convention
we can obtain,
may be able to

make a better
Constitution,"
urging his
colleagues to
sign despite their
doubts?
Answer:
Benjamin
Franklin.

Question: What
object was
placed on
Washington's
chair at the
convention, and
what did it
symbolize?
Answer: A sun.
Franklin noted he
had often
wondered if it
was a rising or
setting sun. He
concluded at the
end of the
convention that
it was a rising
sun, symbolizing
hope for the new
nation.
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Category
2: The
Documen
t Itself

Question: How
many words are
in the original
(unamended)
U.S.
Constitution?
Answer:
Approximately
4,400 words. (It
is one of the
shortest written
constitutions of
any major
nation.)

Question: What
is the purpose of
the Preamble?
Answer: It
states the six
goals of the
Constitution: to

form a more
perfect Union,
establish Justice,
insure domestic
Tranquility,
provide for the
common
defence,
promote the
general Welfare,
and secure the
Blessings of
Liberty.

Question: Who
is known as the
"Father of the
Constitution" for
his pivotal role in
drafting and
promoting it?
Answer: James
Madison.

Question:
Where is the
original, official
copy of the
Constitution
displayed?
Answer: The
National Archives
Building in
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Washington, D.C.

Category
3: The Bill
of Rights
and
Amendm
ents

Question: How
many
amendments
were originally
proposed by
James Madison in
the Bill of Rights?
Answer: 17.
Congress
whittled them
down to 12, of
which 10 were
ratified.

Question:
Which

amendment
grants the
freedom of
speech, press,
religion,
assembly, and
petition?
Answer: The
First
Amendment.

Question:
Which
amendment
protects against
unreasonable
search and
seizure?
Answer: The
Fourth
Amendment.

Question:
Which
amendment
abolished
slavery?
Answer: The
13th Amendment
(ratified in 1865).

Question:
Which
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amendment
granted women
the right to vote?
Answer: The
19th Amendment
(ratified in 1920).

Question:
Which
amendment
lowered the
voting age to 18?
Answer: The
26th Amendment
(ratified in 1971).

Category
4: Fun
and

Quirky
Facts

Question: What
was the original
purpose of the
Constitutional
Convention?
Answer: To
revise the
Articles of
Confederation,
not to write a
new constitution.

Question:
Which state did
not send any
delegates to the
convention?
Answer:


