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MAZDA PROTEGE,
PROTEGES5, AND
MAZDASPEED: THE
DEFINING YEARS
(1999-2003)

In the late 1990s and
early 2000s, the
compact car segment

was a fiercely
competitive arena.
Automakers were

duking it out to offer
the perfect blend of
affordability, reliability,
and driving enjoyment.
Among the contenders,
one name stood out for

enthusiasts on a
budget: the Mazda
Protegé. From 1999 to
2003, the Protegé
family—including the
stylish Protegé5 and
the turbocharged
Mazdaspeed

Protegé—carved out a
reputation as a driver's
car in a segment filled
with appliances. This
article takes a deep
dive into this beloved
generation, exploring
what made each
variant special, how
they performed, and
why they remain
cherished by
enthusiasts today.

When you hear the


https://everybodystreet.com/

phrase "Mazda Protegé
Protegé 5 1999 03
Mazdaspeed," you are
referencing a golden
era for the Japanese
automaker. This was a
time when Mazda
decided to inject a
dose of Zoom-Zoom
into its compact
offering, creating not
just a single car, but a
family of vehicles that
could cater to the
practical commuter,
the style-conscious
driver, and the true
performance
enthusiast.
Understanding the
nuances between
these models is key to
appreciating their
legacy.

THE THIRD
GENERATION (B}
PLATFORM): A
NEW FOUNDATION

Debuting in 1999 for
the 2000 model year,
the third-generation

Mazda Protegé, known
internally as the BJ
platform, represented
a  significant  leap
forward. It was larger,
stiffer, and more
refined than its
predecessor. Mazda's
engineers focused
sharply on chassis
rigidity, a decision that
would pay dividends in
ride quality and
handling. This
generation was the
canvas upon which the
Protegé5 and the
Mazdaspeed would be
painted.

Design
Language
: Subtle
but
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Sporty

The standard Protegé
sedan featured clean,
understated lines. It
wasn't flashy, but it
had a poised stance.
The front end was
characterized by sleek
multi-reflector

headlights and a small
grille. The overall
shape was

aerodynamic and
efficient, blending into
the late-90s landscape
without much fanfare.
This subtlety, however,
was a deliberate
choice. It allowed the
more aggressive
Protegé5 and
Mazdaspeed models
to stand out
dramatically.

Engine

_ineup:
Reliable
Dally
Drivers

The standard Protegé
offered two primary
engine choices across
the 1999-2003
production run. The
base engine was a 1.6-
liter inline-four,
producing around 105
horsepower. It was
adequate for
commuting but not
thrilling. The upgrade
was the 2.0-liter FS-DE
engine, found in the
Protegé ES and LX
models. This engine
produced 130
horsepower and 135
lb-ft of torque,
providing a much more
spirited driving
experience. It was




smooth, willing to rev,
and paired well with
either a 5-speed
manual or a 4-speed
automatic

transmission. For most
buyers, the 2.0-liter
was the sweet spot,

offering brisk
acceleration without
sacrificing the fuel

economy that compact
car buyers demanded.

THE PROTEGES:
THE VERSATILE
HOT HATCH

Introduced for the
2002 model year, the
Mazda Protegé5
(often stylized as
Protegé5 or P5) was
the showstopper of the
lineup. It was not a
traditional station
wagon; it was a "sport
wagon" or a five-door
hatchback, a body
style that Mazda
executed with
incredible  flair. The
Protegé5 took the

standard Protegé
sedan and injected it
with a potent dose of
style and practicality.

Exterior
Styling:
Aggressiv
e and
Purposefu
|

The headline feature of
the Protegé5 was its

body kit. It came
standard with a full
ground effects

package, including a
more aggressive front
bumper with integrated
fog lights, side skirts, a
rear bumper skirt, and
a roof spoiler. It sat
slightly lower than the
sedan on larger 16-
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inch alloy wheels. The
overall look was
athletic, purposeful,

and undeniably cool. It
looked like it was ready
for a stage rally, even
when parked. The
design was a major
selling point and
remains the primary
reason many seek out
"Mazda Protegé
Protegé 5 1999 03
Mazdaspeed" models
today, looking for that
unique factory
sportiness.

Practicalit
y Meets
Fun

Underneath the sheet
metal, the Protegéb
was fundamentally a
Protegé. It used the
same 2.0-liter FS-DE
engine producing 130
horsepower. While

critics sometimes
wished for more power
to match its sporty
looks, the charm of the
Protegé5 was in its
handling. The chassis,
already praised for its
rigidity, was enhanced
with stiffer springs and
dampers. The steering
was quick and
communicative, and
the car felt eager to
change direction.
Combined with a
roomy cargo area
accessible through the
large hatch, the
Protegé5 became the
ultimate do-it-all car.
You could take it on a

canyon road on
Saturday and haul a
week's worth of

groceries and a dog on
Sunday. This blend of
practicality and driving
joy is its enduring
legacy.

PERFORMANCE AT




MAZDASPEEkI ear

PROTEGE

If the Protegé5 was the
stylish athlete, the
Mazdaspeed Protegé
was the pure racer.
Introduced for the
2003 model year, this
was  Mazda's  first
factory-tuned
performance car to
wear the Mazdaspeed
badge in North
America. It was a direct
response to the Subaru
Impreza WRX and the
Ford Focus SVT, but it
retained the affordable
spirit of the standard
Protegé.

The
Turbocha
rged

The defining difference
of the Mazdaspeed
Protegé was its engine.
It used a modified
version of the 2.0-liter
FS-DE engine, now
fitted with a Garrett
T25 turbocharger. This
forced induction
system pushed output
to a factory-rated 170
horsepower and 160
Ib-ft of torque. While
those numbers might
seem modest by
today's standards, in
2003, they were
transformative for the
Protegé platform. The
engine delivered a
strong, linear surge of
power, completely
changing the character
of the car. The
standard Protegé was
fun; the Mazdaspeed
was genuinely fast. It
came exclusively with
a 5-speed manual
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transmission,
reinforcing its driver-
focused intent.

Chassis
and
Dynamics
: Track-
Ready
from the
Factory

Mazda didn't just slap a
turbo on the engine
and call it a day. The
Mazdaspeed Protegé
received a
comprehensive chassis
upgrade. It featured a
stiffer suspension with
Tokico struts and
springs, larger
stabilizer bars, and a
quicker steering ratio.

To handle the extra
power and improve
stopping performance,
Mazda fitted larger disc
brakes all around. The
exterior was
differentiated by a
unique front bumper
with a larger air intake,
a rear spoiler, and
exclusive 17-inch
Racing Hart alloy
wheels. The interior
received tasty
upgrades like Recaro
seats, a leather-
wrapped steering
wheel, and a unique
gauge cluster. It was a
complete, cohesive
performance package
that set a new
benchmark for front-
wheel-drive compact
cars at the time.

DRIVING
DYNAMICS: THE
COMMON THREAD

Across the entire
Mazda Protegé
Protegé 5 1999 03



Mazdaspeed lineup,
there was one
undeniable common
thread: excellent
driving dynamics.
Mazda had mastered
the art of making small
cars fun. The steering,
regardless of the
variant, was hydraulic
and offered
exceptional feel and
feedback. The chassis
was stiff, which meant
less body roll and more
precise turn-in. The
suspension, even in the
standard sedan, was
tuned to be compliant
yet engaging. It was
this inherent goodness
that made the Protegé
family a favorite
among automotive
journalists and driving
enthusiasts. The
Protegé wasn't just
transport; it was a
companion for the
road, encouraging you
to take the long way
home.

INTERIOR AND
FEATURES:
DRIVER-FOCUSED
COCKPITS

Stepping inside any of
these models, you
were greeted by a
cockpit designed for
the driver. The
dashboard was clear
and uncluttered, with
large, easy-to-read
gauges. The seating
position was excellent,
with good visibility in
all directions. Material
quality was a step
above many of its
competitors, featuring
soft-touch plastics and
durable fabrics.

e Standard
Protegé:
Offered
comfortable cloth
seats, air
conditioning, and
a simple stereo
system. It was
functional and
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pleasant.

* Protegé5:
Added a leather-
wrapped steering
wheel and shift
knob, unique
upholstery, and a
more premium
feel. The rear
seats folded flat
to create a
spacious cargo
area.

* Mazdaspeed
Protegé: The
interior was
transformed by
the Recaro front
seats, which
offered superb
bolstering for
spirited driving.
The whole cabin
felt more special
and
performance-
oriented.

RELIABILITY AND
COMMON ISSUES

A major reason for the
enduring popularity of

these cars is their
legendary reliability.
The Mazda Protegé,
in all its forms, is
known for being
incredibly robust. The
2.0-liter engine is
particularly durable,
often exceeding
200,000 miles with
basic maintenance.
However, like any older
car, there are common
issues to be aware of
when searching for a
"Mazda Protegé
Protegé 5 1999 03
Mazdaspeed."

1. Rust: The
Achilles' heel of
these cars. Rear
wheel arches,
rocker panels,
and the area
around the rear
license plate are
prone to rusting,
especially in
northern
climates.

2. Oil Leaks: The
valve cover



BUYINGIGUIDE:
become brittle
and leak oil over
time. This is a
simple and
inexpensive fix.

3. Protegé5
Specific: The
rear hatch struts
weaken over
time and may fail
to hold the hatch
open. Also, the
sunroof drains
can clog.

4. Mazdaspeed
Specific: The

WHAT TO LOOK
FOR

If you are in the market
for a Mazda Protegé
Protegé 5 1999 03

Mazdaspeed, here
are some essential tips
to guide your
purchase.

e Rust is enemy
number one:
Inspect the car
thoroughly. A
little surface rust

might be
turbocharger can
- out ] manageable, but
wga OL,J ove perforated
high mileage.
panels are a
The exhaust
) , deal-breaker.
manifold is
e Prefer the
known to crack.
Prober manual
'pt transmission:
maintenance, While the
including .
S automatic is
synthetic oil .
, reliable, these
changes, is e
o cars are infinitely
critical for .
longevit more enjoyable
ongevity. with a 5-speed
manual. The
manual also
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tends to hold its
value better.
Check
maintenance
history: A well-
maintained
example with
records is worth
a premium. Look
for evidence of
regular oil
changes and
timing belt
replacement
(every
60,000-100,000
miles).

Drive a few
examples: The
condition of
these 20+ year
old cars varies
wildly. Drive a
few to get a
baseline for what
a good one feels
like.

Consider the
Mazdaspeed
premium: The
Mazdaspeed
Protegé is a

collectible. Prices
have been rising,
and it can be
difficult to find a
clean,
unmodified
example. Be
prepared to pay
a significant
premium over a
standard Protegé
or Protegé5.

LEGACY AND
ENTHUSIAST
COMMUNITY
The legacy of the
Mazda Protegé,
Protegé5s, and
Mazdaspeed is
remarkably strong.

These cars helped
define Mazda's "Zoom-
Zoom" brand identity.
They proved that a
compact car could be
fun, practical, and
affordable all at once.
The Protegé5, in
particular, is
considered a pioneer of
the modern sport



compact hatchback.
Today, a vibrant
community of owners
and enthusiasts keeps
these cars on the road.
Forums and social
media groups are filled
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with owners sharing
maintenance tips,
modification ideas, and
rallying stories. The
aftermarket support,
while not as
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