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MASTERING YOUR PLACEMENT: A COMPLETE GUIDE
TO THE HCC PERT TEST

Starting college is an exciting milestone, but it often comes with
a significant first step: placement testing. For students planning
to attend Hillsborough Community College (HCC) or any other
Florida college, the Postsecondary Education Readiness Test
(PERT) is the primary assessment used to determine course
placement. A focused and effective HCC PERT Test Study
Guide can make the difference between spending a semester in
developmental classes and jumping directly into college credit
courses. This guide is designed to help you understand every
aspect of the exam, build a study plan, and approach test day
with confidence. Whether you are a recent high school graduate
or an adult learner returning to the classroom, mastering the
PERT is your gateway to academic success.

The PERT is not a pass-or-fail exam. Instead, it is a diagnostic tool
that colleges use to measure your skills in reading, writing, and
mathematics. Your scores help advisors place you in courses
where you have the best chance of succeeding. Scoring well can
save you both time and money by allowing you to bypass
remedial coursework. However, the test can be challenging,
especially if it has been a while since you last studied core
academic subjects. This article provides a deep dive into the
structure of the exam, the key content areas, and actionable
strategies to help you achieve the highest possible score.

UNDERSTANDING THE FLORIDA PERT EXAM

Before diving into study techniques, it is essential to understand
what the PERT actually measures. The test is aligned with
Florida's Postsecondary Readiness Competencies and is designed
to assess whether you have the foundational skills needed for
college-level work. Unlike some standardized tests that focus on
general aptitude, the PERT is curriculum-based, meaning it tests
specific knowledge you should have learned in high school.

The Three Core Sections

The PERT consists of three distinct sections, each with 30
questions. You are not given a strict time limit, but most students
complete the entire test in about three hours. The adaptive
nature of the test means that your answers determine the
difficulty of subsequent questions. Answer a question correctly,
and the next one becomes harder. Answer incorrectly, and the
test adjusts to find your level. This format allows for a precise
measurement of your abilities.

e Reading: This section evaluates your ability to
comprehend and analyze written passages. You will
encounter informational texts, literary selections, and
documents that require you to identify main ideas, make
inferences, determine the meaning of words in context, and
distinguish between fact and opinion. The reading section is
not about speed; it is about depth of understanding.

e Writing: Here, the focus is on your command of standard
written English. You will be asked to revise and edit
sentences and passages for grammar, punctuation,

sentence structure, and style. Questions often require you
to choose the best way to rewrite a sentence or to identify
errors in usage. The writing section also tests your ability to
organize ideas logically and to develop a coherent
paragraph.

e Mathematics: The math section covers three main areas:
linear equations and inequalities, quadratic equations, and
coordinate geometry. You will also encounter questions on
data interpretation, scientific notation, and basic algebraic
concepts. Unlike some math tests, the PERT does not allow
extensive use of a calculator, so you must be comfortable
performing calculations by hand and using mental math
strategies.

WHY A STRUCTURED STUDY GUIDE MATTERS

Many students underestimate the PERT, assuming that high
school knowledge will be sufficient. However, the adaptive format
and specific content focus require targeted preparation. A
comprehensive HCC PERT Test Study Guide helps you identify
your weak areas, reinforce foundational concepts, and build test-
taking stamina. Without a plan, it is easy to waste time reviewing
material you already know while neglecting the topics where you
need the most improvement.

Furthermore, the stakes are higher than many realize. Scoring
below the cutoff in any section places you into developmental
education courses. These courses count toward your credit load
but do not count toward your degree, increasing both the time
and cost of earning a diploma. By investing time in a study guide
and dedicated practice, you invest directly in your academic
future.

BUILDING AN EFFECTIVE STUDY PLAN

A successful preparation strategy is not about cramming the
night before. It is about consistent, focused effort over several
weeks. Here is a step-by-step approach to creating a study plan
that works for your schedule.

Step 1: Take a Diagnostic
Test

Begin your preparation by taking a full-length practice PERT test
under timed conditions. This serves as your baseline. Identify
which sections you feel most confident in and which ones require
the most attention. Most online study resources offer free
diagnostic exams. Use your results to create a prioritized study
list. For example, if you score well in reading but poorly in math,
allocate 60 percent of your study time to math and 20 percent
each to reading and writing.

Step 2: Gather High-Quality
Resources

Not all study materials are created equal. Look for resources that
are specifically aligned with the current Florida PERT standards.
The official PERT website offers sample questions and test
descriptions. Additionally, many reputable test prep companies
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offer books and online courses tailored to the PERT. Free
resources include YouTube tutorial channels, Khan Academy for
math review, and public library test prep databases. Your
community college may also offer free workshops or tutoring
sessions. A robust HCC PERT Test Study Guide should include
practice tests, answer explanations, and content review for all
three sections.

Step 3: Create a Weekly
Schedule

Consistency is key. Aim to study for at least one hour per day,
five days a week, for four to six weeks before your test date.
Break your sessions into focused blocks. For example, spend 20
minutes reviewing math formulas, 20 minutes on writing practice,
and 20 minutes on a reading passage. This rotation keeps your
mind engaged and prevents burnout. Use a calendar or planner
to track your sessions and hold yourself accountable.

Step 4: Focus on Weak
Areas First

It is tempting to spend time on subjects you enjoy, but real
improvement comes from confronting your weaknesses. If
geometry problems make you uncomfortable, practice them
every day until they become manageable. If you struggle with
comma splices in the writing section, dedicate a full week to
punctuation rules. This targeted approach yields the fastest score
gains.

DEEP DIVE INTO THE READING SECTION

The reading section of the PERT is often underestimated. Many
students assume they are good readers because they understand
everyday texts. However, college-level reading requires
analytical skills that go beyond simple comprehension. You must
be able to identify the author's purpose, evaluate arguments, and
draw logical conclusions.

Key Skills to Develop

* Main Idea and Supporting Details: Practice identifying
the central point of a passage and distinguishing it from
minor details. Many questions will ask you to select the
best summary or to identify which sentence supports the
main argument.

e Vocabulary in Context: You will encounter unfamiliar
words. Instead of memorizing lists, learn to use surrounding
context clues to deduce meaning. Look for synonyms,
antonyms, and explanatory phrases within the text.

¢ Inference and Conclusion: Some questions ask you to
read between the lines. You must combine information
from the passage with logical reasoning to determine what
the author implies but does not state directly.

¢ Fact vs. Opinion: Distinguishing objective facts from
subjective opinions is crucial for evaluating texts. Practice
identifying biased language and value judgments.

Practice Strategy

Read a variety of materials, including newspaper editorials,
scientific articles, and short literary passages. After reading each

piece, write a one-sentence summary of the main idea. Then, list
three supporting details. This simple exercise trains your brain to
focus on what matters. When you take practice reading tests,
always review the answer explanations for every question, even
the ones you answered correctly. This reinforces good reasoning
and helps you spot patterns in how questions are worded.

MASTERING THE WRITING AND LANGUAGE SECTION

The writing section is not about creativity; it is about correctness
and clarity. You will be asked to revise and edit text to follow the
conventions of standard American English. Grammar rules,
punctuation, and sentence structure are the primary focus.

Core Grammar Topics to
Review

¢ Subject-Verb Agreement: Make sure your subjects and
verbs match in number. Watch for tricky constructions
where intervening phrases separate the subject from the
verb.

e Pronoun Agreement: Pronouns must agree with their
antecedents in number and gender. Be careful with
indefinite pronouns such as "everyone" and "each."

e Verb Tenses: Maintain consistent tense throughout a
sentence or paragraph. Unnecessary shifts in tense confuse
the reader and are a common error on the test.

¢ Punctuation: Master the use of commas, semicolons,
colons, and apostrophes. Know when a comma is needed
and when it creates a comma splice. Semicolons connect
closely related independent clauses.

e Sentence Structure: Avoid fragments, run-on sentences,
and dangling modifiers. Practice identifying incomplete
thoughts and correcting them.

The Writing Process on the
PERT

Some writing questions require you to understand organization
and development. You may be asked to choose the best topic
sentence for a paragraph, to rearrange sentences for logical flow,
or to select a concluding statement that ties the ideas together.
Practice outlining short paragraphs before you read the answer
choices. This gives you a clear standard against which to
evaluate each option.

CONQUERING THE MATHEMATICS SECTION

For many students, the math section is the most intimidating part
of the PERT. However, the content is limited to specific areas, and
consistent practice can lead to significant improvement. You do
not need calculus or trigonometry. The focus is on algebra and
basic geometry.

Essential Math Concepts

e Linear Equations and Inequalities: Solve for a variable,
graph lines on a coordinate plane, and interpret slope and
intercepts. Know how to set up equations from word
problems.

¢ Quadratic Expressions and Equations: Factor
polynomials, use the quadratic formula, and complete the
square. Understand how to find the roots of a quadratic
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equation.

e Coordinate Geometry: Work with points, lines, and
shapes on a graph. Calculate distance, midpoint, and slope.
Understand transformations such as translation and
reflection.

e Data Analysis and Probability: Interpret tables, charts,
and graphs. Calculate mean, median, mode, and range.
Understand basic probability concepts.

e Scientific Notation and Exponents: Multiply and divide
numbers in scientific notation. Apply the rules of exponents
to simplify expressions.

Effective Math Study
Techniques

Mathematics is not a spectator sport. You must actively solve
problems to improve. Work through each problem step by step,
and do not look at the answer key until you have a complete
solution. When you make a mistake, trace back through your
steps to find the error. This process builds deep understanding.
Create a formula sheet with key equations and review it daily.
Focus on word problems, as these require you to translate real-
world situations into mathematical expressions. The more you
practice, the more automatic these skills become.

TEST DAY STRATEGIES AND SUCCESS TIPS

Your preparation will pay off on test day, but how you manage
the testing environment also matters. The PERT is not timed, but
you should still work efficiently. Do not spend too much time on
any single question. If you are stuck, make your best guess and
move on. The adaptive format means that spending excessive
time on one question can hurt your rhythm.

Before the Test

e Get a full night of sleep. Fatigue impairs concentration and
decision-making.

e Eat a balanced meal before your appointment. Low blood
sugar can lead to mental sluggishness.

e Arrive early to the testing center. Rushing increases
anxiety and can affect your performance.

e Bring a photo ID and any confirmation materials required
by the testing center.

During the Test

e Read each question carefully. Many errors come from
misreading what is asked.

e Use the process of elimination. Cross out answers you know
are wrong, then choose from the remaining options.

e For math problems, write down your work on scratch paper.
This prevents simple calculation errors.

» Take deep breaths if you feel anxious. A moment of calm
can refocus your mind.



