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THE ENDURING
ALLURE OF A
CINEMATIC
MASTERPIECE

Few songs capture the
swirling,  introspective
nature of memory and
t i m e  l i k e  “ T h e
Windmi l l s  o f  Your
Mind .”  Or ig ina l l y
featured  in  the  1968
film The Thomas Crown
Affair,  this  hauntingly
beautiful  piece  –  with
m u s i c  b y  M i c h e l
Legrand  and  lyrics  by
A l a n  a n d  M a r i l y n
Bergman  –  won  the
Academy  Award  for
Best Original Song and

has  since  become  a
s tandard  fo r  j azz
vocalists, pianists, and
i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s
w o r l d w i d e .  F o r
musicians, the gateway
to  performing  this
iconic  work  l ies  in
obta in ing  qua l i ty
Windmills  Of  Your
Mind  Sheet  Music.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  p ian i s t
exp lor ing  i ts  lush
harmonies or a vocalist
mastering its evocative
intervals,  the  sheet
music opens a door to
o n e  o f  t h e  2 0 t h
c e n t u r y ' s  m o s t
sophisticated pieces.
The  song’s  central
metaphor – comparing
the mind to a windmill
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w h o s e  s a i l s  t u r n
endlessly,  replaying
memories – is mirrored
in its musical structure.
A  winding,  circular
melody  and  restless
harmonic  shifts  create
a sense of both motion
and  suspension.  This
complexity  makes  the
sheet music not just a
set of notes, but a map
of  emotion.  In  this
article, we will explore
the  song’s  legacy,
break  down what  you
c a n  e x p e c t  f r o m
various editions of the
sheet music, and share
practical  advice  for
l e a r n i n g  a n d
performing the piece.

THE LEGACY OF
“THE WINDMILLS
OF YOUR MIND”

Before  diving  into  the
details  of  the  sheet
music,  it  is  helpful  to
understand  why  this
song  endures.  Michel
Legrand,  a  French

composer  renowned
for  his  film  scores
( i n c l u d i n g  T h e
U m b r e l l a s  o f
C h e r b o u r g  a n d
S u m m e r  o f  ’ 4 2 ) ,
crafted  a  melody that
feels  both  inevitable
and  surprising.  Its
open ing  mot i f  –  a
repeating,  descending
figure  –  immediately
establishes a hypnotic,
circular  quality.  The
Bergmans’  lyrics  are
poetic  and  abstract,
yet intensely personal,
describing “a circle in a
spiral, a wheel within a
wheel.”
Noel Harrison’s original
recording  in  the  film
established  a  cool,
detached delivery,  but
the  song  has  been
r e i n v e n t e d  b y
countless artists. Dusty
Springfield’s  version
brought  a  smoky ,
soulful  quality;  Sting’s
interpretation added a
m o d e r n  r o c k
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sensibility;  and  jazz
legends like Bill  Evans
and  Oscar  Peterson
transformed  it  into  a
vehicle  for  harmonic
exp lo ra t ion .  Th i s
adaptability  speaks  to
the  richness  of  the
composition itself.  The
sheet music, therefore,
is not a rigid document
but a starting point for
personal interpretation.
Understanding  i ts
origins helps musicians
approach  the  score
with the right blend of
respect and creativity.

What
Makes
the Song
Unique

Musically
?
S e v e r a l  m u s i c a l
elements  make  “The
Windmi l l s  o f  Your
Mind” a challenge and
a  d e l i g h t  f o r
performers.  The  song
is in the key of G minor
(relative  to  B-flat
major)  but  frequently
modu la tes ,  us ing
unexpected chords like
the  Neapolitan  and
augmented  intervals.
The  time  signature  is
typically  4/4,  but  the
rhythmic  feel  often
includes  triplets  and
syncopation that evoke
a  waltz-like  lilt.  The
vocal melody covers a
wide range – nearly an
octave and a half – and
features  large  leaps
that  require  precise
p i tch  contro l .  For
pianists,  the  original
piano  arrangement  in
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the  film  (performed  by
Legrand)  is  notably
intricate,  with  dense
c h o r d s  a n d
arpeggiated  figures
t h a t  m i m i c  t h e
“ t u r n i n g ”  o f  t h e
windmill .

UNDERSTANDING
WINDMILLS OF
YOUR MIND SHEET
MUSIC

When  you  search  for
Windmills  Of  Your
Mind  Sheet  Music,
you  will  encounter  a
variety of editions. The
most  common  are
p i a n o / v o c a l / g u i t a r
(PVG)  arrangements,
which  inc lude  the
melody line with lyrics
and  chord  symbols
above  the  staff,  plus  a
piano  accompaniment
written  below.  There
are  also  solo  piano
arrangements  (both
simplified  and
advanced), lead sheets
(melody  with  chord

symbols  only),  and
t ransc r ip t i ons  o f
famous  recordings.
Each serves a different
purpose.

Piano-
Vocal
Sheet
Music
The  standard  PVG
sheet music is ideal for
a  singer  accompanied
by a  pianist  (or  for  a
pianist who also sings).
The  vocal  l ine  s i ts
above  the  piano  part,
w h i c h  i s  a  f u l l
ar rangement  that
supports the vocal but
can  stand  alone  as  a
piano  piece.  Many
ed i t ions  f rom  Ha l
Leonard or Alfred Music
include the original key
(G minor) and provide
a  f a i t h f u l
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representat ion  of
Legrand’s  harmonic
language.  Look  for
editions  that  include
t h e  v e r s e  ( o f t e n
o m i t t e d  b y  s o m e
publishers)  as  well  as
t h e  c h o r u s .  T h e
“bridge”  section,  with
i t s  d r a m a t i c  k e y
change,  is  a  highlight
that  demands  careful
reading.

Solo
Piano
Arrangem
ents
For  pianists  who want
to  perform  the  piece
without a vocalist, solo
piano  arrangements
offer  a  more complete,
s e l f - c o n t a i n e d
interpretation.  Some
are  advanced  concert
a r rangements  by

pianists  like  Phillip
K e v e r e n  o r  M a r k
H a y e s ,  w h i c h
incorporate full chords,
arpeggios, and stylistic
flourishes.  These  can
be  quite  challenging,
but  they  capture  the
song ’s  c inemat i c
breadth.  Beginners
may  prefer  simplified
versions  that  reduce
the chord density while
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e
essent ia l  melodic
c o n t o u r .  W h e n
selecting  solo  piano
sheet  music,  consider
w h e t h e r  t h e
arrangement  matches
your  technical  level
and the mood you wish
to convey.

Lead
Sheets
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and Jazz
Charts
Jazz  musicians  often
prefer  lead  sheets  –
single-line melody with
chord  symbols.  These
allow for improvisation
a n d  p e r s o n a l
interpretation.  Many
jazz fakebooks include
“The Windmills of Your
Mind”  as  a  standard.
Because  the  song’s
harmonic  progression
is rich, improvisers can
explore  altered  scales
and substitutions. As a
jazz vehicle, the piece
works  we l l  i n  t r i o
settings  (piano,  bass,
drums) or solo guitar. A
l e a d  s h e e t  i s  a
minimal,  flexible
format, but it  requires
you to know the song
well  to  fill  in  the
accompaniment.

WHERE TO FIND
AUTHENTIC SHEET
MUSIC

Quality  matters  when
buying  sheet  music
o n l i n e .  P o o r l y
transcribed  versions
can  contain  wrong
n o t e s ,  i n c o r r e c t
harmonies,  or  missing
sections. For a piece as
nuanced  as  this,  it  is
worth  investing  in  a
reputable edition. Here
are  some  re l iab le
sources:

Musicnotes.co
m – Offers digital
downloads of
various
arrangements,
including official
piano/vocal/chor
ds and easy
piano versions.
You can preview
the first page
and listen to a
demo.
Sheet Music
Plus – A large
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catalog with both
print and digital
options. Look for
the Hal Leonard
or Alfred editions
for accuracy.
Hal Leonard
Online Store –
Direct publisher
of many film
music
collections. Their
“The Windmills of
Your Mind” sheet
music is often
part of anthology
books like “The
Great American
Songbook.”
Amazon –
Physical sheet
music books can
be found, but
check reviews to
ensure the
arrangement
matches your
needs.
International
Music Score
Library Project
(IMSLP) – For

out-of-print or
public domain
editions, though
many modern
arrangements
remain under
copyright.

When  searching,  use
the  exac t  ph rase
Windmills Of Your Mind
Sheet  Music  to  filter
results.  Be aware that
the  title  sometimes
a p p e a r s  a s  “ T h e
Windmi l l s  o f  Your
Mind”  (with  “The”).
Both  are  common.

TIPS FOR
LEARNING THE
PIECE ON PIANO

I f  you  are  a  pianist
tackl ing  the  sheet
music for the first time,
a p p r o a c h  i t  w i t h
patience.  The  song  is
deceptive  –  it  sounds
simple  because  of  its
lilting  flow,  but  the
chord  voicings  and
fingerings  require
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careful  thought.  Here
are  some  practical
strategies:

Get the
Left Hand
Right
The  left-hand  part  in
the  or ig inal  p iano
accompaniment  often
features  wide  leaps
and  sustained  bass
notes  that  anchor  the
harmony.  Practice  the
left hand alone, paying
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
connection  between
chords.  Use  fingering
that  a l lows  you  to
reach without  tension.
In  the  intro,  the  left
h a n d  p l a y s  a
descending  pattern
that  sets  the  mood  –
make  sure  it  is  even
and resonant.

Master
the
Melody’s
Leaps
The  right  hand  (vocal
melody)  conta ins
intervals  like  a  major
seventh  (e.g.,  from  G
t o  F - s h a r p )  a n d
augmented  fourths.
These can be tricky to
l a n d  a c c u r a t e l y .
Practice  the  melody
slowly,  isolating  the
l e a p s .  U s e  a
metronome to keep the
pulse  steady  before
a d d i n g  r u b a t o .
Consider  writing  in
fingering  for  the  wide
spans.

Use
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Pedaling
for
Atmosph

ere
Legrand’s  composition
benefits from generous
sustain  pedal,  but  be
careful not to blur the
harmony.  Change
pedal  on  each  chord
change,  especially  in
the  verse  where  the
chords  move  quickly.
In  the  chorus,  a  half-
pedal  can  create  a
shimmering  effect  that
mirrors  the  “windmill”
texture.

Interpret
the

Tempo
Marked as “Moderately
Slow” in most editions,
the  song  should  flow
but never feel rushed.
The windswept quality
comes from a relaxed
pulse  that  allows  the
melody  to  breathe.
Listen  to  Legrand’s
original  recording  for
reference  –  he  uses
s u b t l e  r u b a t o ,
stretching the time on
the  phrase  “ l ike  a
circle in a spiral.” Your
s h e e t  m u s i c  m a y
i n c l u d e  t e m p o
suggestions,  but  trust
your ear.

LEARNING THE
VOCAL MELODY
WITH SHEET
MUSIC

For  singers,  the sheet
music  provides  the
roadmap  for  phrasing
and pitch. The melody
i s  n o t o r i o u s l y
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challenging because of
i t s  unpred ic tab le
intervals and sustained
high  notes.  Begin  by
speaking  the  lyrics  in
rhythm  to  internalize
the rhythm. Then, play
the melody on a piano
to  hear  the  intervals
before  singing  them.
Pay particular attention
to the line “like a clock
w h o s e  h a n d s  a r e
sweeping”  –  the  leap
from the F to the high
B-flat  is  a  point  where
many  singers  strain.
Use  proper  breath
support  and  consider
transposing the song to
a lower key if  needed
(many  editions  are
available in D minor or
E  m ino r  f o r  l ower
voices).
The lyrics are dense, so
breathing  points  must
be planned. Mark your
shee t  mus i c  w i th
breath  marks.  The
phrase  “winds  of  the
mind”  at  the  end  of

each  chorus  often
r e q u i r e s  a  c l e a n
release.  Work  with  a
pianist who can follow
your rubato rather than
a strict tempo.

ARRANGEMENTS
FOR DIFFERENT
INSTRUMENTS

Beyond  p iano  and
voice,  the  song  has
been  arranged  for
many  instruments.  If
you  are  a  guitarist,
look  for  fingerstyle
guitar  arrangements
t h a t  c a p t u r e  t h e
arpeggios.  Violin  and
flute  players  can  find
solo  instrumental
v e r s i o n s ,  o f t e n
included in  “pop hits”
instrumental  books.
The piece’s wide range
a n d  l y r i c a l  s t y l e
translate beautifully to
string instruments. For
saxophonists ,  the
m e l o d y  s i t s
comfortably in the alto
range;  jazz  players
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might  prefer  a  lead
sheet to improvise over
the  chord  changes.
Each instrument brings
its  own  color  to  the
piece,  but  all  require
careful attention to the
emotional  arc  of  the
music.

INTERPRETATION
AND
PERFORMANCE

Ultimately,  Windmills
Of Your Mind Sheet
Music is a tool, not a
rigid  script.  The  best
performances  capture
the  song’s  dreamlike
quality  –  a  sense  of
memory  suspended,
turning over and over.
When  you  perform,
think  about  dynamics:
the  verses  should  be
in t ima te ,  a lmos t
whispered;  the  chorus
can  swell  but  never
become  harsh.  The
final section, where the
melody  repeats  and
then fades, should feel

like  a  thought  drifting
away.  Use  the  sheet
music  to  understand
t h e  c o m p o s e r ’ s
intentions, but let your
own experience of the
s o n g  g u i d e  y o u r
express ion.  Add  a
slight ritardando at the
end,  and  hold  the  final
chord  long  enough  to
let the resonance fade
naturally.

Recordin
g and
Self-
Evaluatio
n
Consider  recording
yourself  playing  or
singing the piece while
following  the  sheet
music.  Then  l isten
cr i t ica l ly :  are  you
capturing  the  circular,



12

12 Windmills Of Your Mind Sheet
Music

2024-10-21

hypnotic  feel?  Is  the
tempo too stiff? Are the
i n t e r v a l s  c l e a n ?
Compare  your  version
to  a  p ro fess i ona l
recording – not to copy
it,  but  to  understand
how  they  bring  the
score to life. The sheet

music  is  the  starting
point;  your  artistic
choices  make  it  your
own.

CONCLUSION

“The Windmills of Your
M i n d ”  r e m a i n s  a
masterpiece  of


