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YOUR GO-TO FIELD COMPANION FOR PROTECTIVE COATINGS

In the demanding world of industrial coatings, precision and knowledge are not just luxuries; they
are necessities. Whether you are a seasoned coating inspector, a project manager overseeing a
massive infrastructure project, or a apprentice just starting in the field, having the right information
at  your  fingertips  can  mean  the  difference  between  a  coating  system that  lasts  decades  and  one
that  fails  within  months.  This  is  where  the  SSPC Pocket  Guide  to  Coatings  becomes  an
indispensable  tool.  It  is  more than just  a  booklet;  it  is  a  condensed encyclopedia  of  industry
standards,  practical  tips,  and technical  data designed to fit in your pocket.  For anyone involved in
surface preparation, coating application, or inspection, understanding how to leverage this guide is a
critical skill that enhances job performance and ensures long-term asset protection.

WHAT IS THE SSPC POCKET GUIDE TO COATINGS?

The SSPC Pocket Guide to Coatings is a compact reference manual published by the Society for
Protective  Coatings  (SSPC),  now  part  of  AMPP  (Association  for  Materials  Protection  and
Performance).  It  is  specifically  designed for  field  use,  offering quick access to  the most  commonly
needed information in the protective coatings industry. Unlike bulky textbooks or digital manuals
that require Wi-Fi and battery power, this pocket guide is always available, tough enough to survive
a jobsite, and organized for instant lookup.
The guide serves as a bridge between formal training and real-world application. It consolidates
decades of industry best practices, standard specifications, and technical data into a logical,  easy-
to-navigate  format.  For  professionals  who  need  to  make  critical  decisions  on  the  fly—such  as
verifying surface preparation standards  or  identifying a  coating defect—this  guide is  the definitive
resource.

A Legacy of Authority
The SSPC has been setting the standard for protective coatings since 1950. The SSPC Pocket
Guide  to  Coatings  carries  this  authority  forward.  It  is  regularly  updated  to  reflect  the  latest
technological advancements and changes in international standards (including ISO and NACE). This
ensures  that  the  information  you  are  using  in  the  field  aligns  with  the  most  current  industry
requirements, helping to reduce errors and rework. It is not just a summary of SSPC standards; it
also integrates commonly referenced standards from ASTM, AISC, and other relevant bodies, making
it a truly comprehensive field resource.

KEY SECTIONS AND CONTENT OF THE GUIDE

To fully  appreciate  the value of  this  guide,  it  helps  to  understand its  core  components.  It  is
meticulously  organized  into  chapters  that  mirror  the  workflow  of  a  typical  coatings  project,  from
initial surface preparation through to final inspection and safety.

Surface Preparation Standards
Arguably the most critical section of the SSPC Pocket Guide to Coatings is its coverage of surface
preparation. A coating is only as good as the surface it adheres to. This section provides clear, side-
by-side comparisons of various SSPC surface preparation standards (e.g., SP1, SP2, SP3, SP5, SP6,
SP10). It includes visual references and written descriptions to help you identify the correct level of
cleanliness  required  for  different  service  environments.  This  is  where  you  will  find  the  critical
differences  between  commercial  blast  cleaning  (SP6)  and  near-white  metal  blast  cleaning  (SP10),
explained in practical, job-ready language.

Coating Types and Selection
Choosing the right coating for the right environment is a complex decision. The guide simplifies this
by offering a concise overview of the most common coating technologies, including:

Epoxies: High-performance, chemical-resistant coatings for immersion and severe
environments.
Polyurethanes: Known for UV stability and color retention, ideal for topcoats.
Zinc-Rich Primers: Providing cathodic protection for steel substrates.
Inorganic Zincs: High-temperature resistant and durable.
Waterbornes: Lower VOC options for regulatory compliance.

For each type, the guide outlines typical uses, application considerations, and cure times, helping
you make informed decisions without having to sift through dozens of technical data sheets.

Application Methods and Techniques
Knowing the right coating is  only half  the battle;  applying it  correctly is  where many projects
succeed or fail. This section of the SSPC Pocket Guide to Coatings covers the fundamentals of
brush, roller, and spray application. It offers practical tips on:
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Proper tip selection for airless spray.
Maintaining correct wet film thickness (WFT).
Managing overspray and edge retention.
Environmental monitoring (dew point, relative humidity).
These practical tips are often the difference between a "textbook" application and a successful
real-world job.

Inspection and Quality Control
For coating inspectors and quality assurance personnel, this guide is a daily reference. It contains
critical tables and checklists for:

Pre-Construction Conference Checklists: Ensuring all parties are aligned before work1.
begins.
Surface Profile Measurement: Methods for verifying anchor pattern depth.2.
Dry Film Thickness (DFT) Measurement: Statistical sampling strategies (SSPC-PA 2).3.
Defect Identification: A glossary of common coating failures (blistering, mud cracking,4.
pinholes) with likely causes and corrective actions.

This section transforms the guide from a simple reference into a hands-on quality control tool.

Safety and Environmental Compliance
Safety is paramount on any industrial jobsite. The guide includes a dedicated section on safe work
practices, including:

Hazard communication (understanding SDS).
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) requirements.
Ventilation and confined space entry considerations.
Managing volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and hazardous air pollutants (HAPs).

By keeping this information accessible, the SSPC Pocket Guide to Coatings helps foster a culture
of safety and regulatory compliance.

WHY THIS GUIDE IS ESSENTIAL FOR EVERY COATINGS PROFESSIONAL

In  an  industry  where  a  single  error  in  specification  or  application  can  cost  thousands  of  dollars  in
rework and lost production time, having an authoritative, portable reference is invaluable. The guide
is designed for a wide range of users, including:

Coating Inspectors: To quickly verify standards and measurements.
Project Managers: To ensure subcontractors are meeting specifications.
Applicators: To confirm mixing ratios and recoat windows.

Engineers: To reference standard definitions during specification writing.
Students and Apprentices: To build a solid foundation of industry knowledge.

Bridging the Knowledge Gap
One of the greatest challenges in the coatings industry is the gap between what is taught in a
classroom  and  what  is  encountered  on  a  job.  Environmental  conditions  change,  equipment
malfunctions, and substrates are rarely perfect. The SSPC Pocket Guide to Coatings acts as a
bridge. It provides the "why" behind the "what," helping professionals troubleshoot problems in real-
time.  For  example,  when an inspector  observes a low DFT reading,  the guide not only defines the
acceptable  range  but  also  explains  the  likely  causes  (e.g.,  improper  thinning,  fast  solvent
evaporation) and suggests immediate corrective actions.

HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR POCKET GUIDE

Owning the guide is the first step; using it effectively is where the real value lies. Here are practical
strategies for integrating the SSPC Pocket Guide to Coatings into your daily workflow:

Pre-Job Preparation
Before  starting  a  new  project,  take  15  minutes  to  review  the  relevant  sections.  Mark  the  specific
surface preparation standards (e.g., SP10) and coating specifications you will be working with. This
primes your mind for the day's challenges and ensures you have quick access to critical data.

In-Field Verification
When an applicator questions a surface profile requirement or an inspector is unsure about a defect,
the guide provides an immediate, authoritative answer. Keep it in your tool bag or pocket. Use the
tabs  to  quickly  navigate  to  sections  on  surface  prep,  application,  or  inspection.  This  reduces
downtime associated with calling the office or searching through a phone for a PDF.

Training and Mentorship
Seasoned professionals can use the guide as a training tool for junior staff. Having a new apprentice
look  up  the  difference  between  SP3  (power  tool  cleaning)  and  SP11  (power  tool  cleaning  to  bare
metal) in the SSPC Pocket Guide to Coatings reinforces learning through independent discovery.
It builds a habit of using reliable references rather than relying solely on memory or hearsay.

THE INCREMENTAL ADVANTAGE OF A TRUSTED REFERENCE

In a fast-paced industry where contracts are won and lost on the basis of quality and reliability, the
incremental advantage provided by the SSPC Pocket Guide to Coatings cannot be overstated. It
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ensures that the decisions you make are backed by the same standards that govern the entire
industry. It reduces the risk of misinterpretation, minimizes costly mistakes, and provides a common
language for everyone on the jobsite, from the applicator to the owner's representative. This shared
understanding leads to smoother project execution, fewer disputes, and ultimately, longer-lasting
asset protection.

Ensuring Consistency Across Teams
Large  projects  often  involve  multiple  crews  working  across  different  shifts.  Using  the  same
authoritative  reference  ensures  consistency  in  interpretation  of  standards.  When  a  day-shift
inspector and a night-shift applicator both consult the same SSPC Pocket Guide to Coatings, they
are operating from a shared baseline of knowledge. This consistency is crucial  for maintaining
quality in high-stakes environments like bridges, storage tanks, and industrial plants.

A WORTHWHILE INVESTMENT IN YOUR CAREER

For individual professionals, the guide is a relatively low-cost investment that pays dividends in
competence  and  confidence.  It  shows  a  commitment  to  excellence  and  a  dedication  to  staying

current with industry standards. Employers also benefit from equipping their teams with this tool, as
it standardizes knowledge and reduces the time spent answering repetitive technical questions.
The SSPC Pocket Guide to Coatings is not just a book; it is a symbol of professionalism. Carrying
it demonstrates that you take your craft seriously. It communicates to clients and colleagues that
you value precision and that you have the resources to get the job done right, the first time.

CONCLUSION

The  protective  coatings  industry  is  complex,  technical,  and  unforgiving  of  shortcuts.  Success
requires a solid  foundation of  knowledge,  practical  experience,  and the right  tools.  The SSPC
Pocket Guide to Coatings stands out as one of the most effective and practical tools available. It
condenses a vast library of standards and best practices into a durable, portable format that is
accessible exactly when and where you need it most—on the job. Whether you are verifying a
surface prep standard, troubleshooting a coating defect, or training the next generation of coating
professionals, this guide provides the authoritative, clear, and concise information required to make
informed decisions. For anyone committed to quality and longevity in protective coatings, keeping
this guide within arm's reach is not just a good practice; it is a standard in itself.


