Sir Arthur Conan Doyle First Sherlock Holmes 1

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle First

Sherlock Holmes

Downloaded from
everybodystreet.com by
Marisa & Swanson

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
First Sherlock Holmes

THE GENESIS OF A LEGEND:
UNRAVELING SIR ARTHUR CONAN
DOYLE'S FIRST SHERLOCK
HOLMES STORY

In the annals of literary history, few
characters have achieved the immortal
status of Sherlock Holmes. The sharp-
eyed detective with his deerstalker cap,
curved pipe, and unparalleled powers of
deduction has captivated readers for
over a century. But every legend has a
beginning. For Sherlock Holmes, that
beginning was a single, groundbreaking
story penned by a struggling young
doctor named Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. To
truly understand the phenomenon, we
must travel back to the year 1887 and
explore the creation of the very first
Sherlock Holmes tale: A Study in Scarlet.
This is the story of how Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle gave life to the world's most
famous consulting detective.

THE MAN BEHIND THE MYTH:
ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE BEFORE
HOLMES

Before he became synonymous with
Baker Street, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was
a physician with a passion for writing.
Born in Edinburgh in 1859, Doyle studied
medicine at the University of Edinburgh,
a city that would profoundly influence his
literary creations. It was here that he
encountered Dr. Joseph Bell, a surgeon

whose remarkable diagnostic skills relied
on keen observation and logical
reasoning. Bell could deduce a patient's
occupation, habits, and even their recent
travels simply by examining them. This
real-life figure became the primary
inspiration for the methodical and
observational genius of Sherlock Holmes.

In the early 1880s, Doyle established a
medical practice in Southsea,
Portsmouth. The practice was not a
financial success, leaving him with
ample time to pursue his literary
ambitions. He wrote several short stories
and novels, but none achieved
significant recognition. Desperate for a
breakthrough, Doyle conceived an idea
for a detective novel that would be
unlike anything the reading public had
seen before. He would not write a simple
mystery; he would create a detective
who operated on a scientific, almost
clinical, basis. That novel would become
A Study in Scarlet, the first Sherlock
Holmes story.

THE BIRTH OF THE FIRST
SHERLOCK HOLMES NOVEL: A
STUDY IN SCARLET

A Study in Scarlet was completed in
1886. Doyle set the story in the Victorian
era of the late 19th century, a time of
rapid scientific advancement and social
change, which provided the perfect
backdrop for a detective who valued
logic above all else. The novel is notable
for introducing not only Sherlock Holmes
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but also his faithful friend and chronicler,
Dr. John H. Watson.

The story begins with Watson, recently
returned from military service in
Afghanistan, wounded and in need of
affordable lodgings. A mutual
acquaintance introduces him to Sherlock
Holmes, a peculiar man working in a
chemical laboratory at St. Bartholomew's
Hospital. Holmes, seeking a roommate,
describes himself as a "consulting
detective." Despite his eccentricities,
Watson agrees to share a flat at 221B
Baker Street.

The Structure of
Doyle's First
Masterpiece

One of the most striking features of A
Study in Scarlet is its unusual narrative
structure. The novel is divided into two
distinct parts. The first part, titled "Being
a Reprint from the Reminiscences of
John H. Watson, M.D., Late of the Army
Medical Department," is a first-person
account narrated by Watson. It details
the investigation of a murder in an
empty house at 3, Lauriston Gardens.
The victim, Enoch Drebber, is found
dead with no apparent wound, and the
word "Rache" is scrawled in blood on the
wall. Holmes, using his formidable
powers of observation, deduces the
killer's height, the color of his hair, and
even the fact that he was a smoker who
rode in a cab.

The second part of the novel takes a
dramatic turn. It shifts to a third-person
narrative set in the American West,
specifically among the  Mormon
community in Utah. This section explains

the backstory of the crime, revealing a
tale of forced marriage, revenge, and
lost love. While this structural
divergence has been criticized by some
literary scholars for breaking the
narrative flow, it was a bold experiment
that showcased Doyle's ambition to
create a story that was more than just a
simple whodunit.

PUBLICATION AND INITIAL
RECEPTION OF THE FIRST
SHERLOCK HOLMES BOOK

The journey of A Study in Scarlet from
manuscript to print was arduous. Doyle
sent the novel to several publishers, all
of whom rejected it. Finally, it was
accepted by Ward, Lock & Co., a
publisher known for inexpensive novels.
However, the terms were hardly
generous: Doyle received a flat payment
of £25 and no royalties for the copyright.
The novel was first published in Beeton's
Christmas Annual in November 1887.
The magazine, priced at one shilling,
sold out quickly and garnered positive
reviews.

The public was intrigued by this new
detective who could solve crimes
through "the science of deduction."
However, the initial fame of the first
Sherlock Holmes story did not make
Doyle wealthy overnight. It would take
the publication of a series of short
stories in The Strand Magazine in the
early 1890s to truly launch Holmes into
the stratosphere of literary fame.
Nonetheless, A Study in Scarlet remains
the foundation upon which the entire
Sherlock Holmes canon was built.

THE DEFINING TRAITS OF THE
FIRST SHERLOCK HOLMES

In his debut appearance, Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle established many of the

2 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle First Sherlock Holmes

2022-08-06



Sir Arthur Conan Doyle First Sherlock Holmes 3

characteristics that would become
synonymous with Sherlock Holmes. The
first Sherlock Holmes is a complex and
multifaceted character. He is brilliant but
also deeply flawed. He is intellectually
arrogant, yet capable of deep loyalty to
Watson. He is a man of science who
occasionally displays a surprisingly
romantic and emotional side.

The Science of
Deduction

In the first story, Holmes explains his
method to a bewildered Watson. He
believes in the power of observation and
inference. "From a drop of water," he
writes in a magazine article within the
novel, "a logician could infer the
possibility of an Atlantic or a Niagara."
This is the core of what makes Holmes
unique. He does not rely on chance or
intuition; he relies on evidence. He
examines minutiae: the mud on a boot,
the ash of a cigar, the wear on a coat
sleeve. This scientific approach was
revolutionary for detective fiction at the
time.

The Dynamic
with Dr. Watson

The partnership between Holmes and
Watson is established from the very first
chapters of A Study in Scarlet. Watson
serves as the perfect foil to Holmes.
Where Holmes is coldly logical, Watson
is warm and empathetic. Watson is not
stupid; he is a capable man, but he is
repeatedly amazed by Holmes's
deductions. This allows Doyle to explain
the reasoning to the reader through
Watson's questions. Additionally, Watson

functions as the reader's surrogate,
providing a human perspective on the
brilliance of the first Sherlock Holmes.

The Detective's
Eccentricities

Even in this first outing, Doyle imbues
Holmes with charming eccentricities. He
is @ man of extreme habits, sometimes
staying up all night experimenting and
other times lying motionless on the sofa
for days. He is unaware of the fact that
the Earth revolves around the sun,
considering it irrelevant to his work. He
indulges in cocaine use when bored, a
detail that modern readers often find
jarring but which was a reflection of
Victorian-era medical practices. These
oddities make the first Sherlock Holmes
a memorable and deeply human
character, not just a deductive machine.

THE LASTING LEGACY OF A
STUDY IN SCARLET

A Study in Scarlet may not be the most
polished or tightly plotted of the
Sherlock Holmes stories, but its historical
significance is immense. It is the story
that started it all. The novel introduced
the world to the concept of the
"consulting detective" and the power of
forensic science in crime solving. It
established the template for the
detective duo, a formula that has been
endlessly replicated in literature, film,
and television.

For Sir Arthur Conan Doyle himself, the
first Sherlock Holmes story was both a
blessing and a burden. The character
became so popular that it overshadowed
Doyle's other literary works, which
included historical novels and spiritualist
writings. Doyle eventually grew tired of



his creation and famously attempted to
kil him off in 1893 in "The Final
Problem." The public outcry was so
immense that he was forced to resurrect
Holmes a decade later.

CONCLUSION: THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF THE ORIGINAL
MASTERPIECE

More than 130 years after its initial
publication, A Study in Scarlet continues
to be read and cherished by millions.
The first Sherlock Holmes novel is a
testament to the power of a great idea,
perfectly executed. Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle took the inspiration from his

medical teacher, Joseph Bell, and
created a character who embodies the
triumph of reason over chaos. The story
is not just a mystery; it is an introduction
to a world of logic, observation, and the
enduring friendship between two very
different men. For anyone seeking to
understand the roots of modern
detective fiction, or simply to enjoy a
classic tale of crime and deduction, A
Study in Scarlet remains the essential
starting point. It is the alpha and the
omega of the Sherlock Holmes
universe—the humble, bold, and brilliant
beginning of a legend that refuses to
fade away.
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