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INTRODUCTION:

WHY A BRITISH
PASSPORT IS ONE
OF THE MOST
SOUGHT-AFTER
DOCUMENTS

A British passport is far
more than a travel
document—it is a key
to global mobility, a
symbol of heritage,
and a gateway to the
rights and privileges of
UK citizenship.
Whether you dream of
exploring the world
visa-free, reconnecting
with family roots, or
building a future in the
United Kingdom,

understanding how to
get a British
passport is the first
and most crucial step.
Each year, hundreds of
thousands of people
successfully navigate
this process, but the
path can feel complex
without the right
guidance.

This comprehensive
guide will walk you
through every stage,
from checking your
eligibility to receiving
your burgundy (or
blue, for newer
versions) passport in
hand. We will break

down the
requirements, the
documentation, the

fees, and the common


https://everybodystreet.com/

pitfalls, ensuring that
your application is as
smooth and stress-free
as possible.

Before you begin, it is
essential to understand
that a British passport

is only issued to
individuals who are
British citizens.
Therefore, the first

question you must
answer is: "Do | hold
British citizenship?" If
you are unsure, this
article will help clarify
the pathways to
citizenship and,
consequently, to your
passport.

UNDERSTANDING
ELIGIBILITY: WHO
CAN APPLY FOR A
BRITISH
PASSPORT?

The single most
important factor in
how to get a British
passport is your
citizenship status. You

cannot simply apply for
a passport without first
being a British citizen.
There are several ways
to acquire British
citizenship, and each
pathway has specific
criteria.

British
Citizenshi
p by Birth

If you were born in the
United Kingdom on or
after 1 January 1983,
you are automatically a
British citizen if at least
one of your parents
was a British citizen or
legally settled in the
UK at the time of your
birth. For those born
before 1983, different
rules apply, and you
may already be a
citizen regardless of
your parents’ status. If
you fall into this
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category, you can
proceed directly to
applying for your first
British passport.

British
Citizenshi

p by
Descent

If you were born
outside the UK, you
may still be a British
citizen if one of your
parents was a British
citizen "otherwise than
by descent" at the time
of your birth. This is a
common route for
children of British
expatriates. However,
citizenship by descent
generally cannot be
passed on to the next
generation born
abroad. Understanding
this distinction is
critical when applying

for a British
passport for your
children.

British
Citizenshi

p by
Naturalis
ation

Naturalisation is the
most common route for
foreign nationals living
in the UK. To be
eligible, you typically
need to have lived in
the UK for at least five
years (three years if
married to a British
citizen), hold indefinite
leave to remain (ILR),
and meet the Good
Character requirement.
You must also pass the
Life in the UK test and
demonstrate

proficiency in English,



Welsh, or Scottish
Gaelic. Once you have
received your
certificate of
naturalisation, you can
apply for a passport.

British
Citizenshi

p by
Registrati
on

Certain categories of
people, such as minors
born in the UK to non-
British parents, British
overseas territories
citizens, and stateless
persons, may be
eligible to register as
British citizens.
Registration is different
from naturalisation and
often has simpler
requirements. After
registration, you can

proceed with your
passport application.

THE STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
GET A BRITISH
PASSPORT

Once you have
confirmed your British
citizenship, the process
of obtaining your
passport is
straightforward,
though it demands
meticulous attention to
detail. Her Majesty’s
Passport Office (HMPO)
is the government
agency responsible for
issuing UK passports.
Here is the step-by-
step process you need
to follow.

Step 1:
Gather
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Your

Supportin

Documen

ts

Before you start the
online application, you
must collect the
required documents.
The exact list depends
on your personal
circumstances, but
almost all applicants
need the following:

e Proof of British
citizenship: This
could be your full
birth certificate
(showing
parents’ details),
a certificate of
naturalisation or
registration, or a
British citizen

passport that has
expired.

Proof of
identity: A valid
driving licence,
another
government-
issued photo ID,
or a certified
passport from
another country.
Two identical
passport
photographs:
These must meet
strict HMPO
guidelines. One
photograph must
be countersigned
by a professional
person (such as
a doctor,
teacher, or
solicitor) who has
known you
personally for at
least two years.
Previous
passport: If you
have ever held a
UK passport
before, even if it



has expired, you
must submit it.
e Marriage or
civil
partnership
certificates: If
your name has
changed due to
marriage or civil
partnership.

If you are applying for
a child under 16, you
will also need to
provide proof of
parental responsibility,
such as a full birth
certificate showing the
parents’ names and a
court order (if
applicable).

Step 2:

Apply
Online

The most efficient way
to apply for a British
passport is through
the official GOV.UK

website. The online
application system is
user-friendly and
guides you through
each section. You will
create an account, fill
in your personal
details, upload your
digital photograph, and
provide the names of
your referees. You will
also pay the
application fee at this
stage, which s
typically lower than
paper applications.

Step 3:
Submit
Your
Supportin

g
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Documen
ts

After completing the
online application, you
will be given a
checklist and
instructions on where
to send your physical
documents. In most
cases, you will post
your documents
(including your
previous passport,
birth certificate, and
countersigned

photograph) to a
secure HMPO
processing centre.

Always use a tracked
and insured delivery
service, as these
documents are
irreplaceable.

Step 4.

Attend an
Interview
(If

Required)

For first-time adult
applicants, HMPO may
require you to attend
an interview. This is a
short, straightforward
process designed to
confirm your identity.
You will be asked
guestions about your
personal history and
the documents you
submitted. The
interview usually takes
place at a local
Passport Customer
Service Centre and
lasts about 15 minutes.

Step 5:



Walit for

how to get a British
passport is essential
for budgeting. As of the

ProceS@'Iﬁ fee schedule, a

g

Standard processing
times for a UK passport
are typically around 10
weeks. However, this
can vary depending on
the time of year and
the complexity of your
application. You can
pay extra for a fast-
track service (usually 1
week) or a premium
service (same day) if
you need your passport
urgently. You can track
the progress of your
application online
using the reference
number provided.

FEES AND COSTS:
WHAT YOU NEED
TO BUDGET FOR

Understanding the
costs associated with

standard adult
passport (34 pages)
applied for online costs
approximately £82.50.
A child passport (under
16) is around £53.50.
Fast-track and
premium services cost
significantly more,
often starting at £142
for the 1-week service.
Remember that these
fees are non-
refundable, so ensure
your application is
complete and accurate
before submitting.

HOW TO AVOID
DELAYS AND
REJECTIONS

Delays in passport
applications are almost
always caused by
avoidable errors. Here
are the most common
mistakes and how to
steer clear of them
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least two years.
They cannot be a
relative, partner,

when you apply for a
British passport:

e Incorrect

. or someone
photograph: living at the
HMPO is . same address.
extremely strict Missing

on photo documents:

guidelines. Do
not smile, ensure
the background
is plain white or
off-white, and
remove glasses
unless absolutely
necessary. Check
the digital photo
checker tool on
the GOV.UK
website before
uploading.

Poor
countersignatu
re: Your
countersignatory
must be a person
of good standing
in the community
(e.g., a doctor,
accountant, or
police officer)
and must have
known you for at

Double-check the
checklist at the
end of your
online
application. If
you forget to
include a
marriage
certificate or a
previous
passport, your
application will
be delayed while
HMPO writes to
you requesting
the missing item.
Inconsistent
information:
The details on
your application
must match
exactly what is
on your
supporting



documents. Even
a minor spelling
difference
between your
birth certificate
and your
application can
cause a hold-up.

FIRST TIME VS.
RENEWAL: WHAT'S
THE DIFFERENCE?

10

verification and
document scrutiny.
Always check the
official guidance, as
rules change
periodically.
WHAT ABOUT
CHILDREN?

APPLYING FOR A
MINOR'S BRITISH
PASSPORT

The procedure for how
to get a British
passport depends on
whether you are
applying for the first
time or renewing an
existing passport. |If
you are renewing a
passport that has not
been lost, stolen, or
damaged, the process
is much simpler. You
will not need to provide
a countersignature or
attend an interview in
most cases. However,

Applying for a child’s
passport requires
additional care. Both
parents (or those with
parental responsibility)
must give consent. The
child must be a British
citizen, and you will
need to provide the

child’s full birth
certificate and
evidence of the
parents’ British
citizenship or

immigration status. If
one parent cannot be
contacted or refuses to
consent, you will need
to provide additional
documentation, such

first-time applicants
face a more thorough
vetting process,
including identity
10
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as a court order. The
process for a child is
entirely separate from
an adult passport, and
the fees are lower.

CONCLUSION:
YOUR PATHTO A
BRITISH PASSPORT

Securing a British
passport is a milestone
that opens doors to
unparalleled travel
freedom, consular
protection abroad, and
the full benefits of UK
citizenship. While the
process may seem
daunting at first
glance, it is a well-
structured and logical

journey: establish
citizenship, gather
documents, submit

your application, and
wait for processing. By
following the official
guidance carefully,
paying attention to the
finer  details, and
allowing sufficient time

11

for processing, you can
navigate this path with
confidence.

How to get a British
passport ultimately
comes down to
preparation and
patience. Whether you
are applying for the
first time as a new
citizen, renewing for
the fifth time, or
helping a family
member with their
application, the key is
to ensure every piece
of information is
accurate and every
document is accounted
for. With this guide in
hand, you are now
equipped to begin your
journey toward holding
one of the most
powerful passports in
the world. Start your
application on the
official GOV.UK website
today, and take the
first step toward your
new chapter as a
British passport holder.



