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UNVEILING THE
MAGIC: AN IN-
DEPTH LOOK AT A
TRICK OF THE TAIL
LYRICS

There are few
moments in rock
history as pivotal as
the release of
Genesis’'s 1976 album,
A Trick of the Tail.
Following the
departure of original
frontman Peter Gabriel,
the band faced an
uncertain future. Many
critics predicted their
demise. Instead, they
produced a
masterpiece that not

only silenced the
doubters but also
redefined their sound.
Central to this album’s
enduring appeal is its
title track, and
exploring the A Trick
Of The Tail Lyrics
reveals a rich tapestry
of fantasy, psychology,
and musical innovation
that continues to
captivate listeners
decades later.

This article takes a
deep dive into the
meaning, context, and
artistry behind the
song. We will explore
the narrative woven
into the words,
examine the musical
backdrop that brings
them to life, and


https://everybodystreet.com/

understand why this
particular set of lyrics
holds such a special
place in the hearts of
progressive rock fans.
Whether you are a
longtime devotee or a
newcomer curious
about the song’s allure,
this comprehensive
analysis will illuminate
every corner of this
classic track.

THE HISTORICAL
CONTEXT: A BAND
AT A CROSSROADS

To fully appreciate the
A Trick Of The Tail
Lyrics, one must first
understand the
pressure the band was
under. Peter Gabriel
had been the theatrical
face of Genesis, and
his departure left a
void that seemed
impossible to fill. The
remaining

members—Tony Banks,
Mike Rutherford, Steve
Hackett, and Phil

Collins—decided to
continue as a four-
piece, with Collins
reluctantly stepping up
to lead vocals for the
first time.

The result was an
album that retained
the fantasy and
storytelling elements of
their earlier work but
introduced a sharper,
more focused energy.
The title track, in
particular, became a
statement of intent. It
was the first song
many fans heard from
the new lineup, and it
had to prove that the
band could still create
compelling, complex
music. The lyrics,
written primarily by
Mike Rutherford,
reflect this transitional
moment, blending
whimsy with an
undercurrent  of
defiance.
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The
Genesis
of the
Song

According to band
interviews, the song
originated from a jam
session. Rutherford
brought a basic chord
structure and a
fragment of a story
about a devilish
character making a
pact. The band
expanded on the idea,
and Collins's drum
pattern provided the
driving, almost playful
rhythm that defines
the track. The A Trick
Of The Tail Lyrics
were refined to tell a
complete narrative,
one that is open to
interpretation yet
strikingly vivid.

ANALYZING THE
NARRATIVE: WHAT
DO THE LYRICS
MEAN?

At its surface, the song
tells the story of a man
who meets a strange,
devil-like figure. This
figure offers him a
deal—a “trick of the
tail” that promises
escape from a
mundane or troubled
life. The protagonist
accepts, only to find
himself in a surreal
chase, running through
landscapes that blur
the line between
reality and fantasy.

However, the depth of
the A Trick Of The
Tail Lyrics invites
multiple readings. On
one level, it is a classic
Faustian bargain
narrative. The “trick”
represents the
seductive promise of
easy solutions. The
“tail” suggests



something animalistic
or primal, hinting at
the darker impulses
that drive us. The
protagonist’s frantic
run symbolizes the
consequences  of
chasing illusions.

On another level, the
song can be seen as a
metaphor for the
band’s own situation.
They were running
from the shadow of
their former frontman,
chasing a new identity.
The “trick” was their
ability to reinvent
themselves. The lyrics’
playful yet anxious
tone mirrors the mix of
excitement and fear
that comes with
change.

Key
Lyrical

Moments
and Their
Significan
ce

Let us examine some
of the most impactful
lines from the lyrics
and what they convey.
The opening verse
immediately sets a
scene of urban ennui: a
man tired of his
routine, “looking for a
way out.” The devil
figure appears not as a
monstrous entity but
as a charming, almost
friendly presence. This
reflects a common
truth—temptation
rarely announces itself
with malice. It whispers
in comfortable tones.

The chorus, with its
driving repetition of the
title phrase, becomes a

4 A Trick Of The Tail Lyrics

2022-10-16



A Trick Of The Tail Lyrics 5

COMPOSITEON Trick
Of The Tail Lyrics
here emphasize the
cyclical nature of the
chase. The protagonist
is trapped in a loop,
unable to break free
from the bargain he
has made. The phrase
“a trick of the tail”
itself is «clever
wordplay. It evokes the
image of a lizard or a
cat using its tail to
distract predators—a
cunning diversion.

The bridge section
introduces a moment
of reflection. The music
slows, and the lyrics

become more
introspective. The
protagonist realizes

that the escape he
sought was an illusion.
This is the emotional
core of the song—a
sobering lesson about
the cost of shortcuts.

MUSICAL

HOW THE SOUND
ENHANCES THE
STORY

No analysis of the A
Trick Of The Tail
Lyrics is complete
without considering
how the music
complements them.
The song is a
masterclass in dynamic
progression. It opens
with a deceptively
simple  piano riff,
played by Tony Banks,
that has a music-box
quality. This creates an
air of innocence and
curiosity, drawing the
listener into the story.

Phil Collins’s drumming
is a standout feature.
His use of syncopation
and fills adds a sense
of urgency, mirroring
the protagonist’s
growing panic. The
bass lines, courtesy of
Mike Rutherford, are
melodic and  fluid,



providing a steady
anchor while also
contributing to the
song’s restless energy.
Steve Hackett's guitar
work is more
restrained here than on
other tracks, but his
subtle embellishments
add texture and depth.

The vocal delivery is
particularly
noteworthy. Collins,
finding his voice as a
lead singer, brings a
youthful earnestness to
the A Trick Of The
Tail Lyrics. He sounds
both vulnerable and
determined, perfectly
capturing the dual
nature of the
protagonist—someone
who is in over his head
but still fighting. The
harmonies in the
chorus are lush and
layered, a hallmark of
the band’s sound.

The Role
of the
Instrume
ntal
Section

About two-thirds of the
way through the song,
the band launches into
an instrumental
passage that is both
intricate and
exhilarating. This
section is not mere
filler; it is a narrative
device. The music itself
tells the story of the
chase. The keyboards
and quitar trade off
melodic lines, creating
a sense of pursuit and
evasion. This is where
the A Trick Of The
Tail Lyrics take a back
seat to pure sonic
storytelling, allowing
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the instruments to
evoke the frantic
escape that words
alone cannot fully
capture.

THEMATIC DEPTH:
MORE THAN JUST A
FANTASY TALE

While the song is often
categorized as a
fantasy narrative, its
themes are deeply
human. The A Trick Of
The Tail Lyrics
explore universal
experiences: the desire
for change, the allure
of easy answers, and
the realization that
some doors cannot be
closed once opened.
The devil figure is not
explicitly evil; he is a
trickster, a catalyst.
The song does not
moralize. It simply
presents a situation
and its consequences,
leaving the listener to
draw their own
conclusions.

There is also a strong
undercurrent of irony.
The protagonist seeks
liberation but ends up
more trapped than
before. His running
leads him nowhere
new; he is caughtin a
loop. This can be read
as a critique of the
search for external
solutions to internal
problems. The “trick” is
that the tail he chases
belongs to himself—he
is running from his own
shadow.

Connectio
ns to
Other
Works

Fans of progressive
rock often draw
parallels between this
song and other literary
or musical works. The



trickster figure appears
in mythology
worldwide, from Loki in
Norse lore to Coyote in
Native American
traditions. The
narrative structure of a
deal gone wrong
echoes in everything
from old folk ballads to
modern films. The A
Trick Of The Tail
Lyrics tap into this
archetypal story, giving
it a fresh, 1970s
progressive rock twist.

Within the Genesis
catalog, the song
stands as a bridge
between the
theatricality of the
Gabriel era and the
more polished pop
sensibility that would
emerge later. It retains
the whimsy and
complexity of early
Genesis while
showcasing the tighter,
more groove-oriented
approach that Collins
would bring to the

forefront.

LEGACY AND
ENDURING APPEAL

Nearly five decades
after its release, A
Trick of the Tail
remains a fan favorite
and a critical darling.
The title track is a
staple of classic rock
radio and is frequently
cited as a highlight of
the band’'s live
performances during
that era. The A Trick
Of The Tail Lyrics are
often praised for their
cleverness and
emotional resonance.
They are enigmatic
enough to invite
analysis yet concrete
enough to form a clear
story.

The song also holds
historical significance
as the first track on the
first album to feature
Phil Collins as lead
vocalist. It set the tone
for a new chapter in
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Genesis history. The
confidence and
creativity on display in
the lyrics and music
proved that the band
was far from finished.
In many ways, A Trick
of the Tail is the album
where Genesis truly
became Genesis as we
know them today.

Cover
Versions
and
Cultural
Referenc
es

Over the years, the
song has been covered
by various artists,
demonstrating its
lasting influence.
Progressive rock

bands, tribute acts,
and even some
mainstream pop artists
have taken a stab at
interpreting the A
Trick Of The Tail
Lyrics and music. Each
cover brings a new
dimension to the song,
highlighting  different
aspects of its
composition. The track
has also appeared in
documentaries and
retrospectives about
the progressive rock
movement, cementing
its status as a genre
classic.

WHY THE LYRICS
CONTINUE TO
RESONATE

In an era of instant
gratification and
endless distractions,
the theme of a
deceptive bargain feels
more relevant than
ever. The A Trick Of
The Tail Lyrics
remind us that not



every promise of
escape leads to
freedom. Sometimes,
the path we choose out
of boredom or
desperation only leads
to a more intricate
trap. The song’s
protagonist is a
cautionary figure, but
he is also sympathetic.
We recognize his
yearning because we
have all felt it.

The lyrics also appeal
to a sense of wonder.
They are unafraid to be
fantastical, to posit a
world where devilish
tricksters offer deals in
smoky rooms. This
embrace of
imagination is part of
the progressive rock
ethos, and it is one of
the reasons the genre
has maintained a
dedicated following.
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The Art of
Wordplay
In the
Lyrics

One of the most
delightful aspects of
the A Trick Of The
Tail Lyrics is the
craftsmanship of the
language itself. The
words are chosen for
their sound as much as
their meaning.
Alliteration, internal
rhyme, and rhythmic
phrasing make the
lyrics a joy to sing
along to. Phrases like
“running through the
shadows” and “turning
of the key” have a
musical quality that
stands independently
of the melody. This
attention to linguistic
detail is a hallmark of
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great songwriting, and
it elevates the track
beyond mere
storytelling to poetry.

CONCLUSION: THE
TIMELESS TRICK

The A Trick Of The
Tail Lyrics are far
more than words set to
music. They are a
portal into a moment
of transition, both for
the band and for the
listener. They capture
the thrill of the chase,
the sting of a bad
bargain, and the
haunting realization
that the monster we
flee might be of our
own making. The song
is a testament to the
power of narrative in
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music, proving that a
well-told story set to a
compelling melody can
endure across
generations.

For fans of Genesis, the
title track from A Trick
of the Tail remains a
shining example of
what the band could
achieve. It is a song
that rewards repeated
listening, revealing
new layers of meaning
with each play.
Whether you are drawn
to its musical
complexity, its lyrical
depth, or its place in
rock history, one thing
is certain: this trick of
the tail is no illusion. It
is genuine, lasting
magic.



