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UNDERSTANDING
THE
MASSACHUSETTS
NOTARIZED
AFFIDAVIT FOR
RESIDENCY

Establishing your legal
r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e
Commonwealth  of
Massachusetts  is  a
crucial  step  for  many
official  processes,  from
enrolling  a  child  in  a
new  school  district  to
applying for a driver’s
license or securing in-
state tuition at a state
university.  One of  the

most  re l iab le  and
commonly  requested
documents  to  prove
you live where you say
y o u  d o  i s  t h e
M a s s a c h u s e t t s
Notarized  Affidavit
For  Residency.  This
sworn  s tatement ,
verified  by  a  notary
public,  serves  as  a
power fu l  p iece  o f
e v i d e n c e  w h e n
standard  documents
l ike  a  uti l ity  bi l l  or
lease  agreement  are
u n a v a i l a b l e  o r
insufficient.
F o r  r e s i d e n t s
n a v i g a t i n g  t h e
bureaucratic landscape
of  Massachusetts,
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understanding  what
this  affidavit  is,  why  it
is needed, and how to
properly execute it can
save  t ime,  reduce
stress,  and  prevent
costly  delays.  This
comprehensive  guide
will  walk  you  through
every  aspect  of  the
M a s s a c h u s e t t s
notarized  affidavit  for
residency,  ensuring
you are fully prepared
t o  m e e t  t h e
requirements  of  any
requesting  agency,
court,  or  institution.

WHAT IS A
NOTARIZED
AFFIDAVIT OF
RESIDENCY IN
MASSACHUSETTS?

A  notarized  affidavit  of
residency  is  a  sworn
written  statement
made  under  oath,  in
which  the  affiant  (the
person  making  the
statement)  declares
their  physical  address

and  confirms  that  they
reside  at  a  specific
location  within  the
state.  The  "notarized"
element is  what gives
the document its legal
w e i g h t .  A
Massachusetts  notary
public  verifies  the
identity  of  the  signer,
ensures  the  signature
is  made  voluntarily,
and  then  affixes  their
official  seal  and
s i g n a t u r e  t o  t h e
document.
This  affidavit  is  often
requ i red  when  an
ind iv idua l  cannot
provide  two  or  more
conventional  proofs  of
residency,  such  as  a
l e a s e ,  m o r t g a g e
statement,  or  recent
utility bill. Because the
statement  is  made
under  the  penalty  of
perjury,  falsifying  the
information  can  result
i n  s e r i o u s  l e g a l
c o n s e q u e n c e s ,
including  fines  or
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criminal  charges.  The
M a s s a c h u s e t t s
Notarized  Affidavit  For
Residency  effectively
a c t s  a s  a  l e g a l
placeholder,  allowing
individuals  to  confirm
their  address  when
s t a n d a r d
documentat ion  i s
lacking.

Distinctio
n from an
Unsworn
Declarati
on
It is important to note
that  a  simple  signed
statement  is  not  the
same  as  a  notarized
affidavit.  Some
organizations  may
accept  an  unsworn
declaration,  but  many
official  entities,

i n c l u d i n g  t h e
Massachusetts Registry
o f  Motor  Veh ic les
(RMV),  courts,  and
financial  institutions,
specifically  require  a
notarized  document.
The  notary ' s  sea l
provides  an  additional
layer  of  verification,
making  the  affidavit
more  difficult  to  forge
and  more  reliable  as
evidence of residency.

WHEN DO YOU
NEED A RESIDENCY
AFFIDAVIT IN
MASSACHUSETTS?

There  are  severa l
common  scenarios  in
which a Massachusetts
res ident  might  be
asked  to  provide  a
notarized  affidavit  of
r e s i d e n c y .
Understanding  these
situations can help you
anticipate  the  need
a n d  p r e p a r e  t h e
document in advance.
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School
Enrollme
nt and In-
State
Tuition
School  distr icts  in
Massachusetts  often
r e q u i r e  p r o o f  o f
r e s i d e n c y  w h e n
enro l l i ng  a  ch i ld ,
especially if the child is
attending  a  school
outside  of  their  home
district or if there is a
question  about  the
f a m i l y ' s  p r i m a r y
residence. For families
living with relatives, in
temporary  housing,  or
who  have  recently
moved,  the  affidavit
can  serve  as  a  key
p i e c e  o f
d o c u m e n t a t i o n .
Similarly,  colleges and

universities  require  a
M a s s a c h u s e t t s
Notarized  Affidavit
For  Residency  to
determine eligibility for
in-state  tuition  rates,
which  are  significantly
lower than out-of-state
rates.

Obtaining
a Driver’s
License
or State
ID
The  Massachusetts
Reg is t ry  o f  Motor
Vehicles  (RMV)  has
s t r i c t  r e s i d e n c y
requirements.  When
applying for a Real ID
driver's  license  or  a
s t a n d a r d
Massachusetts  license
or  ID  card,  applicants
must  provide  proof  of
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t he i r  r e s i den t i a l
address. If  you cannot
provide  the  standard
documents (such as a
l e a s e ,  m o r t g a g e
statement,  or  utility
bi l l ) ,  the  RMV  may
accept  a  notarized
affidavit  of  residency
from a landlord, family
member ,  o r  o ther
individual  who  can
ver i fy  your  l i v ing
situation.

Voter
Registrati
on and
Jury Duty
To register  to  vote  in
Massachusetts,  you
must be a resident of
the city or town where
you wish to vote. While
a  driver's  license  or
utility  bill  is  typically
sufficient,  a  notarized

affidavit can be used to
confirm  residency  if
other  documents  are
lacking. Additionally, if
you are summoned for
jury duty and need to
be excused or deferred
d u e  t o  r e s i d e n c y
issues,  the  court  may
r e q u i r e  a  s w o r n
affidavit.

Court
Proceedin
gs and
Legal
Matters
In  family  court,  civil
litigation,  or  probate
matters,  the  court
o f t e n  n e e d s  t o
establish the residency
o f  a  p a r t y .  F o r
example,  in  a  divorce
p r o c e e d i n g ,  o n e
spouse  may  need  to
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prove they have lived
in Massachusetts for a
specific  period  to
establish jurisdiction. A
M a s s a c h u s e t t s
Notarized  Affidavit
For Residency can be
submitted to the court
as formal evidence.

Financial
and
Governm
ent
Benefits
Banks,  credit  unions,
and  other  financial
i n s t i t u t i o n s  m a y
r e q u i r e  p r o o f  o f
r e s i d e n c y  w h e n
opening an account or
applying  for  a  loan.
Similarly,  government
agencies administering
benefits  such  as
MassHealth,  SNAP

( food  s tamps) ,  o r
housing  assistance
m a y  r e q u e s t  a
notarized  affidavit
w h e n  s t a n d a r d
documentation  is  not
available.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF A
MASSACHUSETTS
RESIDENCY
AFFIDAVIT

A  properly  drafted
M a s s a c h u s e t t s
notarized  affidavit  for
residency must contain
specific elements to be
a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e
requesting  agency.  If
a n y  o f  t h e s e
c o m p o n e n t s  a r e
missing  or  incorrect,
the document may be
rejected.

Title of the
Document: The
document should
be clearly titled,
such as "Affidavit
of Residency" or
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"Affidavit of
Residence."
Personal
Information of
the Affiant: This
includes the
affiant's full legal
name, current
residential
address, and
contact
information.
Sworn
Statement: A
clear, declarative
sentence stating
that the affiant
resides at the
specified
address. The
statement should
include the
number of years
or months the
affiant has lived
at that location.
Purpose of the
Affidavit: Some
agencies require
the affidavit to
explain why the
document is

being provided
(e.g., "for the
purpose of
enrolling my
child in school"
or "to verify my
residency with
the RMV").
Notary Block:
This is the
section where
the notary public
verifies the
affiant's identity,
witnesses the
signature, and
affixes their
official seal. The
notary block
must include the
notary's
commission
expiration date
and the date of
notarization.
Signature of
the Affiant: The
affiant must sign
the document in
the presence of
the notary. A
digital or
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electronic
signature is
generally not
accepted unless
specifically
permitted by the
requesting
agency.
Optional:
Supporting
Witness or
Landlord
Statement: In
some cases, the
affidavit may
also include a
statement from a
landlord, family
member, or
neighbor who
can verify the
affiant's
residency.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO GETTING
YOUR AFFIDAVIT
NOTARIZED

Obtaining  a  notarized
affidavit  in
Massachusetts  is  a

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
process, but it requires
careful  attention  to
detail.  The  following
s teps  ou t l i ne  the
correct  procedure.

Draft the1.
Affidavit: Write
the affidavit
using clear,
simple language.
You can find
templates online,
but ensure the
document
includes all
necessary
components. Do
not sign the
document until
you are in the
presence of a
notary.
Locate a2.
Qualified
Notary Public:
Notaries can be
found at banks,
credit unions, law
offices, real
estate agencies,
and many public
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libraries. Some
private notaries
also operate
mobile services
that can travel to
your location.
Bring Valid3.
Identification:
Massachusetts
law requires the
notary to verify
your identity.
You must present
a current,
government-
issued photo ID,
such as a driver's
license, passport,
or state ID card.
The ID must not
be expired.
Appear in4.
Person: You
must appear
physically before
the notary.
Remote online
notarization is
legal in
Massachusetts
for certain
documents, but

for a residency
affidavit, it is
safest to appear
in person unless
the requesting
agency explicitly
allows remote
notarization.
Take the Oath:5.
The notary will
ask you to raise
your right hand
and swear or
affirm that the
information in
the affidavit is
true. You must
verbally confirm
that you are
making the
statement under
penalty of
perjury.
Sign the6.
Document:
After taking the
oath, sign the
affidavit in the
presence of the
notary. Do not
sign before this
moment.
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Receive the7.
Notarized
Document: The
notary will
complete the
notary block,
affix their official
stamp or seal,
and sign the
document. You
will then receive
the notarized
affidavit. Keep
the original, as
agencies usually
require the
original or a
certified copy.

LEGAL
REQUIREMENTS
FOR
NOTARIZATION IN
MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts  has
specific laws governing
n o t a r i z a t i o n .
Understanding  these
requirements  will  help
y o u  e n s u r e  y o u r
affidavit  is  properly

executed.

Personal
Appearan
ce and
Identity
Verificati
on
The most fundamental
rule is that the signer
must appear personally
before the notary. The
n o t a r y  i s  l e g a l l y
required  to  positively
identify  the  signer
based  on  personal
k n o w l e d g e  o r
satisfactory  evidence,
t y p i c a l l y  a
government - i ssued
photo  ID.  The  notary
cannot  notar ize  a
document for a person
who  is  not  physically
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present.

Witnessin
g the
Signature
T h e  n o t a r y  m u s t
witness  the  signature
as it  is applied to the
d o c u m e n t .  I f  t h e
document  is  already
signed,  the  notary
cannot  simply  add  a
seal.  The  signer  must
acknow ledge  the
s i g n a t u r e  i n  t h e
notary's  presence,  or
the signature must be
made  in  the  notary's
presence.  For  a  jurat
(the  most  common
type  for  an  affidavit),
the signer must sign in
the  notary's  presence
after being sworn.

The
Notary
Seal
Massachusetts notaries
use an official stamp or
embosser that includes
the notary's name, the
words  "Notary  Public,"
the  Commonwealth  of
Massachusetts, and the
commission  expiration
date. The seal must be
clearly  legible  and
placed  in  the  notary
block.  Without  a  valid
seal, the notarization is
invalid.

Record
Keeping
N o t a r i e s  i n
Massachusetts  are
required  to  keep  a
journal of their notarial
acts. While the journal
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entry  for  a  residency
affidavit  does  not
include the content of
t h e  d o c u m e n t ,  i t
records the date, type
of notarization, and the
identification  used.
This journal  can serve
as a record if questions
arise  later  about  the
v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e
notarization.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

Even a small error can
cause  your  affidavit  to
be  rejected.  Here  are
the  most  common
mistakes people make
when  prepar ing  a
M a s s a c h u s e t t s
notarized  affidavit  for
residency.

Signing Before
the Notary: This
is the most
frequent error. If
you sign the
affidavit before

meeting with the
notary, the
document
becomes invalid
and must be
redrafted.
Using Expired
Identification:
A notary cannot
accept an
expired ID.
Ensure your
driver's license
or passport is
current.
Incorrect
Address:
Double-check
that your
residential
address is
written exactly
as it appears on
your other
documents. Even
a small
discrepancy,
such as "Street"
instead of "St.,"
can cause issues.
Missing Notary
Seal or



Massachusetts Notarized Affidavit For
Residency 13

13

Signature: The
notary block
must be fully
completed. If the
notary forgets to
sign or seal the
document, it is
not legally
notarized.
Failing to State
the Purpose:
Some agencies
require the
affidavit to
specify the
purpose. If the
document does
not state that it
is for school
enrollment, RMV
purposes, or
another specific
use, it may be
rejected.
Using a
Generic
Template
Without
Customization:
While templates
are helpful,
ensure the

affidavit is
customized to
your specific
situation and the
requirements of
the requesting
agency.

SAMPLE
SCENARIOS FOR
USING A
RESIDENCY
AFFIDAVIT

To better illustrate how
the  Massachusetts
notarized  affidavit  for
residency  works  in
practice,  consider  the
following  real-world
scenarios.

Scenario
1: A
Family
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Living
with

Relatives
The  Martinez  family
recently  moved  from
T e x a s  t o
Massachusetts  and  is
l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e
husband’s  parents  in
Springfield  while  they

search  for  their  own
home.  They  need  to
enroll their daughter in
the local public school
district.  The  school
requ i res  p roo f  o f
residency,  but  the
Martinez  family  does
not  have  a  lease  or
util ity  bil ls  in  their
name. The parents can
o b t a i n  a
M a s s a c h u s e t t s
Notarized Aff


