
Lost In Yonkers Full Play Script 1

Lost In Yonkers Full
Play Script

Lost In
Yonkers Full
Play Script

Downloaded from
everybodystreet.com
by Moody & Alexia

INTRODUCTION:
THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF NEIL
SIMON’S
MASTERPIECE

Few plays capture the
b l e n d  o f  h u m o r ,
heartbreak, and family
tension  as  masterfully
as Neil Simon’s Lost in
Yonkers .  Since  its
Broadway  debut  in
1991,  this  Pul itzer
Prize-winning  drama
has  resonated  with
audiences  worldwide.
F o r  t h e a t e r
enthusiasts,  students,
and directors, finding a
Lost In Yonkers full
play  script  is  often

the  first  step  toward
understanding  i ts
layered characters and
t ime less  themes .
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a
production,  analyzing
the dialogue, or simply
enjoying Simon’s craft,
accessing the complete
scr ipt  unlocks  the
en t i r e  emot i ona l
landscape of the play.
This article delves into
the  play’s  narrative,
characters,  themes,
a n d  p r a c t i c a l
considerations  for
obtaining and using the
script, all while offering
insights that will enrich
your  experience  with
this  classic  American
work.
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UNDERSTANDING
THE STORY
BEHIND THE
SCRIPT

Plot
Overview
Set during World War II
in the summer of 1942,
Lost  in  Yonkers  tells
t h e  s t o r y  o f  t w o
teenage  brothers,  Jay
and Arty, who are left
in  the  care  of  their
stern,  emotionally
distant  grandmother,
Grandma  Kurnitz,  and
their  childlike  Aunt
Bella  in  Yonkers,  New
York.  Their  father,
Eddie, must travel the
South  to  work  as  a
salesman  to  pay  off
debts ,  whi le  the i r
mother  has  recently
passed away. The play
unfolds  over  several
weeks  as  the  boys
navigate  Grandma’s

rigid rules, Aunt Bella’s
y e a r n i n g  f o r
independence, and the
unexpected  visits  of
their  uncle,  Louie,  a
small-time  gangster.
The  script  masterfully
balances  comedy  and
pathos, revealing deep
family secrets and the
resilience of the human
spirit.

Why the
Full Script
Matters
A  Lost  In  Yonkers
full  play  script  is
more  than  just  words
on  a  page —i t  i s  a
b l u e p r i n t  f o r
performance  and  a
literary work rich with
subtext.  Readers  can
appreciate  Simon’s
precise pacing, his use
of  staccato  dialogue,
and the way he builds
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t e n s i o n  t h r o u g h
seemingly  mundane
conversations.  For
actors ,  the  scr ip t
provides detailed stage
d i r e c t i o n s  a n d
character  cues  that
inform  every  gesture
and  inflection.  For
students  of  drama,  it
offers  a  case  study  in
structure,  with  each
act  reveal ing  new
layers  of  conflict  and
resolution.

KEY CHARACTERS
AND THEIR ARCS
IN THE SCRIPT

Jay (age 15) –
The older
brother,
protective and
pragmatic, who
tries to shield
Arty from the
harshness of
their situation.
His arc involves
learning to
accept
vulnerability.

Arty (age 13) –
The more
innocent and
imaginative boy,
whose humor
often masks
deep fear. The
script shows his
growth from
naivety to a
better
understanding of
adult
complexities.
Bella (age 35,
mentally
childlike) – One
of Simon’s most
poignant
creations. Bella’s
longing for love
and
independence
drives the
emotional core of
the play. Her
monologues in
the full script are
heartbreakingly
sincere.
Grandma
Kurnitz (age
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60s) – A
German-Jewish
immigrant
hardened by a
traumatic past.
Her silence and
strictness are
armor. The script
gradually reveals
her hidden pain
and her fierce,
inarticulate love.
Louie (age 40s)
– Bella’s brother,
a minor gangster
who brings
excitement and
danger. His
smooth talk and
cynicism mask
his own fears of
failure.
Eddie (age 40s)
– The boys’
father, torn
between his duty
and his grief. His
interactions with
Grandma are
particularly
tense.
Gert (age 30s)

– Aunt Bella and
Louie’s sister,
who has a
breathing
problem that
worsens when
she is nervous.
She is the
quieter sibling
but provides key
emotional
revelations.

Each  cha rac te r ’ s
development  depends
intimately  on  the  full
script’s  dialogue  and
stage  d i rec t ions .
Without  the  complete
t e x t ,  s u b t l e
m o m e n t s — l i k e
Grandpa’s  offstage
presence  (who  died
y e a r s  b e f o r e  b u t
haunts  the  family),  or
t h e  s y m b o l i c
significance  of  the
candy  store—are  lost.

THEMES THAT
RESONATE FROM
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THE SCRIPT

Family
Obligatio
n vs.
Personal
Freedom
The  central  conflict  in
L o s t  i n  Y o n k e r s
revolves  around  the
tension  between  duty
to  f am i l y  and  the
d e s i r e  f o r  s e l f -
determination.  Bella
wants to marry Johnny,
a movie usher, against
Grandma’s wishes. Jay
a n d  A r t y  l o n g  t o
e s c a p e  t h e i r
g r a n d m o t h e r ’ s
oppress ive  home.
Louie  seeks  respect
outside  the  family
business  of  running  a
scrap metal shop. The

full  script  explores
these struggles without
easy  reso lut ions ,
making it a rich text for
discussion.

The
Legacy of
Trauma
Grandma  Ku rn i t z
survived persecution in
Europe,  losing  her
husband  and  raising
children  in  poverty.
This  trauma manifests
as emotional coldness,
which  in  turn  stunts
her  children’s  growth.
T h e  s c r i p t  n e v e r
explicitly  diagnoses
this;  instead,  it  shows
through  dialogue  and
silence.  Reading  the
Lost In Yonkers full
play script allows one
to  catch  the  subtle
r e f e r e n c e s  t o
Grandma’s  past  that
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explain  her  behavior.

Love in
Its Many
Forms
Simon  presents  love
not as perfect romance
b u t  a s  m e s s y ,
a w k w a r d ,  a n d
sometimes  painful.
Bella’s love for Johnny
i s  u n c o n d i t i o n a l
despite  his  epilepsy.
Louie’s  love  for  Bella
shows  through  his
protectiveness. Eddie’s
love for his sons forces
him to leave them. The
scr ip t  ce lebrates
imperfect  love.

HOW TO OBTAIN
THE LOST IN
YONKERS FULL
PLAY SCRIPT

Before you begin your
journey with the script,
it is important to locate

a legitimate copy. The
play  is  protected  by
copyright. Here are the
m o s t  c o m m o n
avenues:

Publishing1.
houses – Lost in
Yonkers is
published by
Samuel French
(now part of
Concord
Theatricals) and
also by Random
House in a
collected edition.
Purchasing the
script from these
official sources
ensures you
have the
authoritative
version with all
stage directions.
Libraries and2.
educational
institutions –
Many university
libraries have
copies of the
script in their
drama
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collections.
Interlibrary loan
can help if your
local library does
not have it.
Online retailers3.
– Amazon,
Barnes & Noble,
and other
booksellers offer
paperback and
digital editions.
The digital
version is
especially
convenient for
searching
specific scenes
or lines.
Secondhand4.
sources – Sites
like eBay or
AbeBooks
sometimes have
used copies from
past productions.
Verify the edition
to ensure it is the
complete script
(some acting
editions may
have cuts for

amateur rights,
but the Samuel
French edition is
the standard).
Digital archives5.
– For academic
purposes,
databases like
ProQuest or
JSTOR may
contain the script
within play
collections.
However, always
check copyright
restrictions.

Warning:  Beware  of
free  PDF  downloads
found  on  unofficial
websi tes.  Many  of
these  are  i l legal ly
scanned  and  may
contain errors, missing
pages,  or  outdated
versions.  Using  an
a u t h e n t i c  c o p y
r e s p e c t s  t h e
playwright’s  work  and
ensures  accurate
staging and analysis.
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USING THE FULL
SCRIPT FOR
PERFORMANCE OR

STUDY

For
Theatre
Productio
ns
If  you  are  planning  a
production  of  Lost  in
Yonkers, the full script
i s  y o u r  f o u n d i n g
document.  Pay special
attention  to  Simon’s
pacing—his  comedy
relies  on  timing,  and
his  dramatic  moments
need space to breathe.
The  script  includes
specific  notes  on  set
design,  such  as  the
two-level  apartment
interior and the candy
store below. Also, note
that  the  play  is  often

p e r f o r m e d  w i t h
minimal  intermissions
(two  acts),  but  some
productions add a brief
pause. The dialogue is
f a s t - p a c e d ,  s o
rehearsal  with the full
script  is  essential  to
master the overlapping
lines and subtext.

For
Academic
Study
Students analyzing the
Lost In Yonkers full
play script  can focus
on  S imon’s  use  o f
language. Note how he
differentiates
characters  through
vocabulary:  Grandma
speaks in short,  harsh
sentences;  Bella  uses
longer, more emotional
sentences;  Louie  uses
slang and bravado. The
script  also  provides
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excellent  examples  of
dramatic  irony—for
instance, the audience
u n d e r s t a n d s
Grandma’s  fear  of
vulnerability before the
c h a r a c t e r s  d o .
Compare  the  stage
d i r ec t i ons  t o  t he
dialogue  to  see  how
Simon  balances  visual
and verbal storytelling.

For
Personal
Enjoymen
t
Reading  a  script  is
different  from  reading
a  novel.  Imagine  the
actors’  voices,  the
setting,  the  pauses.
The  full  script  allows
you  to  appreciate  the
play’s  rhythm.  You
may  find  that  certain
mono logues ,  l i ke

Bella’s  story  about
meeting Johnny at the
movie  theater,  are
even more moving on
the page because you
can  l inger  on  each
word.

KEY SCENES TO
EXAMINE IN DEPTH

Act One, Scene
1 – Eddie’s
farewell to his
boys. The
emotional
tension is set
immediately as
Jay tries to be
strong while Arty
is visibly scared.
Observe how
Simon uses
short, repetitive
dialogue to
convey anxiety.
Act One, Scene
4 – Bella’s
confession about
her desire to
marry. This
scene contains a
long monologue
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that is the heart
of the play. The
full script reveals
the careful
structure of her
speech—starting
with small
details, building
to her plea.
Act Two, Scene
2 – The
confrontation
between
Grandma and
Bella. This is the
climax where
Grandma finally
shows a glimmer
of emotion. The
script’s stage
directions
here—such as
“she almost
reaches out a
hand but
stops”—are as
important as the
words.
Act Two, Scene
4 – The final
scene. Jay and
Arty prepare to

leave, but a
resolution
emerges that is
neither fully
happy nor sad.
The full script
lingers on the
moment where
Bella gives Arty a
candy from the
store,
symbolizing her
newfound
strength.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE SCRIPT

Is the
script
different
from the
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play
performe
d on
Broadway

?
G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e
p u b l i s h e d  s c r i p t
matches the Broadway
production.  However,
some  reg i ona l  o r
amateur  productions
may  make  cuts  with
permission  from  the
licensing company. The
official  Samuel  French
a c t i n g  e d i t i o n  i s
exac t l y  what  was
p e r f o r m e d  o n
Broadway,  including
any  revisions  Simon
made during previews.

Can I
read the
script for
free
online?
You  may  find  excerpts
or summaries, but the
full  copyrighted  script
is not legally available
f o r  f r e e .  S o m e
educational  platforms
offer  limited  access
with  a  login,  but  it  is
best  to  purchase  a
copy or borrow from a
library.

How long
is the
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script?
T h e  f u l l  s c r i p t  i s
approximately  120
pages  in  the  acting
e d i t i o n ,  w i t h  a
performance  runtime
of  about  2  hours  and
30  minutes  (including
one intermission).

What is
the
movie
script
versus
the play
script?
There  is  a  1993  film
adaptation  written  by
Neil  Simon  himself.
While  the  film  follows

the  same  story,  the
movie  script  adjusts
some scenes and adds
locations.  The  play
s c r i p t  i s  m o r e
contained, taking place
e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e
apartment  and  the
candy  store.

WHY THE LOST IN
YONKERS SCRIPT
REMAINS
RELEVANT

Over  three  decades
since its debut, Lost in
Yonkers  continues  to
be  staged  in  schools,
community  theaters,
and  p ro fess i ona l
venues.  Its  themes  of
family  obligation,  the
immigrant  experience,
and  the  ques t  f o r
identity  are  timeless.
The  full  script  allows
each generation to find
new  meaning.  For
instance,  today’s
discussions  about
mental  health  bring  a
fresh  perspective  to
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Bella’s  character—she
is not simply “childlike”
but  a  person  whose
potential was stifled by
family  trauma.  The
script  invites  empathy
without judgment.
Moreover,  the  play’s
dialogue  has  become
p a r t  o f  A m e r i c a n
t h e a t r e  l e x i c o n .
Phrases  like  “You’re
not  lost  in  Yonkers,
you’re lost in yourself”
echo beyond the stage.
Having  the  Lost  In
Yonkers  full  play
script  means you can
trace these lines back
to  their  source  and
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r
context.

CONCLUSION:
YOUR NEXT STEP
WITH THE SCRIPT

Whether  you  are  a

director  casting  your
next  show,  a  student
writing  a  thesis,  or  a
theater  lover  wanting
to  explore  a  Pulitzer
Prize-winning  work,
obtaining  the  Lost  In
Yonkers  full  play
script is an investment
in  unders tand ing
masterful  storytelling.
The  script  offers  not
just entertainment but
a  mir ror  to  fami ly
dynamics  that  many
recognize as their own.
As you read through its
pages,  you will  laugh,
you may cry, and you
w i l l  c e r t a i n l y
appreciate  the  skill  of
Nei l  S imon,  one  of
America’s  greatest
playwrights. So buy the
book,  borrow  it ,  or
check  it  out  from the
library—and prepare to
get lost in Yonkers.


