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BEYOND THE SHADOWS OF
GALLOWS HILL: THE UNTOLD
STORIES OF SIX WOMEN OF
SALEM

The Salem witch trials of 1692 remain
one of the most haunting chapters in
American history. For centuries, the
public imagination has been captured by
the dramatic courtroom accusations, the

spectral evidence, and the nineteen
souls who were ultimately hanged. We
know the names of the accusers—the
girls of the Putnam and Parris
households—but the full human weight
of the tragedy is often carried by its
most famous victims, like Rebecca Nurse
or Bridget Bishop. Yet, for every well-
known figure, there are countless others
whose names have faded into the
margins of historical record. This article
seeks to illuminate the lives of six
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women of Salem, focusing on the untold
story of the accused—those whose
personal histories, quiet resistance, and
complex fates reveal a deeper, more
human truth about the terror of 1692.
These are not just names on a list; they
were mothers, wives, neighbors, and
outcasts whose lives were shattered by
fear and superstition. By examining their
unique circumstances, we can move past
the myth and into the messy, painful
reality of the accusers and the accused.

The narrative of the Salem witch trials
often revolves around the spectral
visions of young girls and the stern
judgments of Puritan ministers. But the
real story is far more intimate. It is a
story of land disputes, family feuds,
economic jealousy, and personal
grudges dressed in the language of

diabolical conspiracy. The six women we
will explore here represent a cross-
section of the accused: the prosperous
widow, the poor outcast, the defiant
wife, and the tragic collaborator. Their
experiences reveal how gender, status,
and personal reputation played a critical
role in who lived and who died. More
importantly, their voices—fragmented
through court documents and
secondhand accounts—offer an untold
story of resilience, fear, and, in some
cases, a fierce determination to survive.

THE INVISIBLE LIVES OF THE
ACCUSED: SETTING THE STAGE

To understand why these six women
were targeted, we must first understand
the social fabric of Salem Village and
Salem Town in the late 17th century. It
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was a community divided by economic
disparity, religious tension, and a deep-
seated belief that the devil walked
among them. Women, particularly those
outside the protection of a male head of
household, were vulnerable. A widow, a
woman with a sharp tongue, or a female
healer could easily be painted as a
threat. The accusation of witchcraft was
a powerful weapon, and it was wielded
against those who did not fit the rigid
mold of Puritan womanhood. The six
women we will examine were not
random selections; they were specific
targets in a web of human conflict that
had been woven for years before the
first cry of "witch" was ever heard.

1. Ann Pudeator:
The Widow with
a Controversial
Past

Ann Pudeator was executed on October
2, 1692. Her story is a classic example of
how a woman's past could be used
against her in a time of crisis. Ann was a
widow, having been married several
times. She had a reputation for being
outspoken and was known to have
argued with her neighbors. Crucially, she
had been involved in a scandal some
years earlier when she was accused of



having an affair with a married man. In
the Puritan community, such moral
lapses were not easily forgotten. When
the accusations began to fly, Ann's past
made her an easy target. The court
records show that several of her
neighbors testified that she had
performed "maleficium"—harmful
magic—against them, causing illness
and even the death of livestock. Ann
maintained her innocence throughout
her trial, but the combination of her
marginalized status as a widow and her
tarnished reputation sealed her fate. The
untold story of Ann Pudeator is not just
about the accusation of witchcraft; it is
about how a woman's autonomy and her
refusal to be silent could be weaponized
against her in a community driven by
fear.

2. Alice Parker:
The Accusation
of a Fisherman's
Wife

Alice Parker, executed on the same day
as Ann Pudeator, offers a different but
equally tragic perspective. She was the
wife of a fisherman, living in Salem
Town. Unlike Ann, Alice's background
was not notably scandalous. However,
she was known to have a contentious
relationship with some of her neighbors,
particularly the family of a man named
John Putnam, one of the chief accusers.

4 Six Women Of Salem The Untold Story Of The Accused

2024-10-02



Six Women Of Salem The Untold Story Of The Accused 5

The Putnam family was deeply involved
in the trials, and their grievances often
had roots in property disputes. Alice
Parker's husband had been involved in a
legal battle over land, and the
resentment this created may have
contributed to her being targeted. The
testimony against her was vague and
spectral—typical of the trials—but the
subtext was clear: she was a threat to
the established order. The untold story
of Alice Parker reminds us that many
accusations were less about actual
witchcraft and more about settling
scores. Her case underscores the
financial and social pressures that lurked
beneath the surface of the spiritual
crisis.

3. Wilmot Redd:
The "Mammy
Redd" of
Marblehead

Wilmot Redd, also known as "Mammy
Redd," was a fisherwoman from
Marblehead, a neighboring community to
Salem. She was a poor, elderly woman
who lived alone and was known for her
irritable temper. In many ways, she was
the archetypal "witch" of folklore. She
was marginalized, ill-tempered, and
without powerful protectors. Wilmot had
a history of being involved in verbal



altercations, and when a local fishing
boat had a series of misfortunes, she
was blamed. The untold story of
Wilmot Redd is one of the most poignant
because it illustrates the power of
economic scapegoating. In a fishing
village, the success of the catch was a
matter of survival. When things went
wrong, the community looked for a
cause, and a poor, difficult old woman
was a convenient target. Wilmot was
executed on September 22, 1692, a
victim not of the devil, but of the cruel
logic of a community that needed
someone to blame for its hardships.

THE VOICES THAT REFUSED TO
BREAK: STORIES OF DEFIANCE
AND SURVIVAL

While many of the accused faced the

gallows with silent dignity, others fought
back in the only ways they could. The
next two women in our exploration
represent the spectrum of responses to
the accusations: one who resisted
through unwavering integrity, and
another who succumbed to the pressure
to confess in a desperate attempt to live.

4. Mary Towne
Easty: The Voice
of Reason and
Dignity

Mary Easty is often remembered, but her
story deserves a closer look as an
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exemplar of quiet courage. She was from
a respected family—her sister, Rebecca
Nurse, had already been executed. Mary
was a devout woman, known for her
piety and kindness. When she was
accused, she could have confessed and
likely saved her life. Instead, she chose
to tell the truth. After her first trial, she
was actually released, but the accusers
quickly re-accused her. During her
second trial, she gave a now-famous
petition to the court, a document that
stands as one of the most lucid and
powerful criticisms of the entire ordeal.
In it, she begged the judges to consider
the unreliability of spectral evidence and
warned them that they were "shedding
innocent blood." The untold story of
Mary Easty is not just about her death; it
is about her clarity of thought and moral

courage in the face of absolute terror.
Her petition is a testament to a woman
who understood the injustice of what
was happening and was willing to die
rather than participate in the lie. She
was hanged on September 22, 1692, but
her words survived, a permanent mark
on the conscience of the colony.

5. Deliverance
Hobbs: The

Tragic Path of
the Confessor

Deliverance Hobbs took a very different
path. She was a woman from Topsfield



who was accused in April 1692. Unlike
Mary Easty, Deliverance was not from a
well-connected family. She was of
modest means and had a reputation for
being somewhat eccentric, perhaps even
mentally unstable. Under the relentless
pressure of interrogation, she broke. She
confessed to being a witch, and she
went further: she named others. Her
testimony helped condemn several
people. The untold story of Deliverance
Hobbs is a heartbreaking exploration of
what fear can do to a person. She
survived the trials, but she had to live
the rest of her life knowing that her
words had sent neighbors to the gallows.
Some historians argue that she
genuinely believed she was a witch after
the intense psychological trauma of the
guestioning. The power of her story lies

in its ambiguity. She was both a victim
and an instrument of the persecution.
Her fate reminds us that the trials did
not just destroy bodies; they also broke
minds and spirits.

6. Margaret
Scott: The
Poverty of Age
and Widowhood

Margaret Scott was the oldest of the six
women we are examining. She was a
poor widow in her late 70s, living in
Rowley. In an era when old age was
often associated with senility and
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suspicion, Margaret was particularly
vulnerable. She had a reputation for
being a "scold"—a woman who was
quick to anger and slow to forgive. The
untold story of Margaret Scott is a
stark illustration of how poverty and age
could make a woman a target. She had
no family to defend her, no resources to
hire a lawyer, and no social capital to
call upon. The accusations against her
were almost entirely spectral, with
neighbors claiming to have seen her
ghostly form tormenting people. She was
executed on September 22, 1692, the
same day as Mary Easty and Wilmot
Redd. Margaret’'s case is a tragic
reminder that the Salem witch trials
were not just about religious fanaticism;
they were also about the cruel way that
society treated its most vulnerable

members: the old, the poor, and the
alone.

THE COMMON THREADS: WHAT
THESE SIX WOMEN REVEAL

When we step back and look at the lives
of Ann Pudeator, Alice Parker, Wilmot
Redd, Mary Easty, Deliverance Hobbs,
and Margaret Scott, patterns emerge.
Each woman was, in one way or another,
outside the protective circle of male
authority. They were widows, elderly, or
poor. They were women with sharp
tongues, controversial pasts, or
economic independence. In a patriarchal
society, such women were threatening.
The accusations against them were often
grounded in prior conflicts—arguments
over land, livestock, and personal
slights. The untold story of the accused



is not a story of devil worship; it is a
story of human cruelty dressed up as
righteousness. It is a story of a
community that used the fear of
witchcraft as a tool to police the
behavior of women who did not conform.

Moreover, these six women show us the
diverse ways that the accused
responded to their fate. Some, like Mary
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Easty, met death with dignity and truth.
Others, like Deliverance Hobbs, were
broken by the process and confessed.
And still others, like Ann Pudeator,
maintained their innocence even as the
noose tightened. Their experiences offer
a full, human range of responses to an
impossible situation. They were not a
monolithic group of "victims";
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