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INTRODUCTION: THE POWER
BEHIND “DUEL OF THE FATES
LYRICS”

Few pieces of film music are as instantly
recognizable and emotionally charged as
John Williams’  “Duel  Of  The Fates”.
Since its debut in Star Wars: Episode I –
The Phantom Menace in 1999, the track
has become synonymous with lightsaber
battles, high-stakes confrontations, and
the raw, operatic struggle between good
and  evil.  Yet  for  many  fans,  the  true
depth of the piece lies in its mysterious
vocal  component:  the  Duel  Of  The
Fates lyrics.  What do those haunting,
repetitive  chants  actually  mean?  Are
they  in  a  real  language?  And how do
they enhance the emotional  weight  of
Anakin Skywalker’s tragic journey? This
article  dives  deep  into  the  origins,
translation,  and  cultural  significance  of
the  Duel  Of  The Fates lyrics,  offering
a comprehensive guide for both casual
listeners  and  dedicated  Star  Wars
enthusiasts.

THE BIRTH OF A MODERN
CLASSIC

Before analyzing the Duel Of The Fates
lyrics, it is essential to understand the
context in which the piece was created.
Director George Lucas wanted a musical
theme  that  could  represent  the  epic
confrontation between Obi-Wan Kenobi,
Qui-Gon Jinn, and Darth Maul—a battle
that would ultimately decide the fate of

a  young  Anakin  Skywalker.  John
Williams, already a legend for his iconic
Star Wars scores, composed a piece that
blended a rapid, driving orchestra with a
menac ing  yet  beaut i fu l  chora l
arrangement. The Duel Of The Fates
lyrics  were  not  intended  to  be  easily
understood; instead, they were designed
to evoke an ancient, ritualistic quality, as
if the very forces of the universe were
singing about destiny and conflict.

DECODING THE LANGUAGE:
WHAT DO THE DUEL OF THE
FATES LYRICS SAY?

One of the most intriguing aspects of the
Duel Of The Fates lyrics is that they
are not in English, nor in any constructed
Star  Wars  language  like  Huttese  or
Bocce. John Williams and his team chose
to use a text derived from a medieval
Welsh poem, “Cad Goddeu” (The Battle
of the Trees), which is attributed to the
legendary  bard  Taliesin.  However,  the
lyrics are not a direct translation; they
are  adapted  and  reinterpreted  to  fit  the
meter and mood of the music. The Duel
Of  The  Fates  lyrics  are  sung  in
Sanskrit,  giving  them  an  ancient,
liturgical feel that transcends any single
culture.  The  actual  text  is  a  short,
repetitive cycle:
Korah matah, korah rahtahmah
Korah matah, korah rahtahmah
Yoodhah,  yoodhah,  yoodhah,
yoodhah
Yoodhah,  yoodhah,  yoodhah,
yoodhah
For years, fans and linguists debated the
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precise translation of these Duel Of The
Fates  lyrics.  The  widely  accepted
interpretat ion  is  that  the  l ines
approximate a Sanskrit phrase meaning
“Destroy the enemy, destroy the enemy,
destroy  the  enemy…”  or  “Fight,  fight,
fight…”  The  repetition  emphasizes  the
relentless nature of the battle and the
inescapable pull of destiny. The Duel Of
The Fates lyrics do not tell a narrative;
instead, they function as a mantra that
intensifies the action on screen.

Alternative
Interpretations
and Fan Theories
Given the cryptic nature of the Duel Of
The  Fates  lyrics,  several  alternative
interpretations have emerged over  the
years. Some fans believe the words are
derived  from  Hebrew  or  Aramaic  and
refer to “the sword of the Lord”. Others
argue  that  the  lyrics  are  purposefully
nonsensical—syllables chosen purely for
their  phonetic  power  rather  than
semantic meaning. John Williams himself
has  stated  in  interviews  that  the  text
was selected for its ancient sound and
universality.  Regardless  of  the  exact
translation,  the  Duel  Of  The  Fates
lyrics  contribute  to  an  atmosphere  of
mythic  conflict,  as  if  the  chorus
represents the voice of the Force itself.

THE ROLE OF THE CHORUS IN
THE MUSIC’S STRUCTURE

Beyond their literal meaning, the Duel
Of  The  Fates  lyrics  serve  a  critical
musical function. The piece is built on a
relentless, percussive rhythm that drives
the orchestra forward. The choir enters
with  the  words  “Korah  matah”  in  a

syncopated pattern, creating a sense of
urgency and dread.  The Duel Of The
Fates lyrics are not sung in a melodic
line  but  are  shouted,  chanted,  and
intoned  with  increasing  intensity.  This
approach mirrors the staccato nature of
a  lightsaber  duel:  quick,  brutal,  and
never  letting  up.  The  absence  of  a
traditional verse-chorus structure means
that  the  Duel  Of  The  Fates  lyrics
become the central hook, repeating like
a war cry.

HOW “DUEL OF THE FATES” FITS
INTO THE STAR WARS SAGA

The Duel Of The Fates lyrics are not
just  background  noise;  they  are
thematically tied to Anakin Skywalker’s
story.  The  phrase  “fates”  in  the  title
refers to the three destinies entwined in
that moment: Anakin, who will become
Darth Vader; Obi-Wan, who will train and
later fight him; and Padmé, who will love
and lose him. The Duel Of The Fates
lyrics  underscore  the  idea  that  this
battle is a fulcrum on which the galaxy’s
future  balances.  When  you  watch  the
scene  in  The  Phantom  Menace,  the
choir’s chant seems to comment on the
action—a reminder that every strike and
parry is part of a larger prophecy. Later,
in  Revenge  of  the  Sith,  the  theme
returns  during  the  climactic  duel  on
Mustafar,  linking  the  two  conflicts.  The
Duel Of The Fates lyrics thus become
a musical motif for the Skywalker family
tragedy.

IMPACT ON POPULAR CULTURE
AND MUSIC

The  Duel  Of  The  Fates  lyrics  have
transcended the Star Wars franchise to
become a cultural touchstone. The piece
has  been  performed  by  orchestras
around the world, often with choirs that
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replicate  the  original  Duel  Of  The
Fates  lyrics  in  Sanskrit.  It  has  been
sampled  in  video  games,  covered  by
metal  bands  (notably  by  the  band
Galactic Empire), and used in countless
internet memes. The raw power of the
chant  makes  it  ideal  for  any  situation
requiring  epic  tension—whether  it’s  a
sports highlight reel or a dramatic movie
trailer. The Duel Of The Fates lyrics
have  even  entered  the  lexicon  of  film
music  studies  as  a  prime  example  of
how  non-linguistic  vocalization  can
heighten  emotional  impact.

Lyrics in Live
Performances
and
Arrangements
When orchestras perform “Duel Of The
Fates”  live,  the  Duel  Of  The  Fates
lyr ics  a re  t yp i ca l l y  sung  by  a
professional choir that has learned the
Sanskrit pronunciation. Because the text
is short, it is easy to memorize, but the
challenge  lies  in  maintaining  the
aggressive,  rhythmic  delivery.  Some
arrangements  have  added  English
subtitles or program notes that explain
t h e  m e a n i n g — “ D e s t r o y  t h e
enemy!”—but many conductors choose
to let the mystery stand. The Duel Of
The Fates lyrics  are a reminder that
music  can  communicate  power  even
when the words are not understood.

WHY THE LYRICS WORK SO
WELL: A LINGUISTIC AND
EMOTIONAL ANALYSIS

From a linguistic standpoint, the Duel Of

The  Fates  lyrics  are  designed  for
maximum phonetic impact. The plosive
consonants (k and t) and open vowels (o
and  ah)  produce  a  sound  that  is
aggressive yet resonant. The repetition
creates  a  hypnotic  effect,  drawing  the
listener  into  the  battle  mentality.
Emotionally,  the  Duel  Of  The  Fates
lyrics evoke a sense of inevitability. The
word “Yoodhah”  (which many interpret
as  a  form  of  the  Sanskrit  “yudh”
meaning  “fight”)  is  shouted  with
increasing  desperation,  mirroring  the
physical  exhaustion of  the duelists.  By
the end of the track, the Duel Of The
Fates lyrics fade into a whisper, as if
the Force itself is exhausted.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT THE LYRICS

Despite  the  widespread  availability  of
information, several myths persist about
the Duel Of The Fates lyrics:

Myth 1: The lyrics are in Latin.
False. They are based on Sanskrit,
adapted from Welsh poetry.
Myth 2: The words are a direct
quote from an ancient text. Partly
true. The syllables derive from
“Cad Goddeu,” but they are not a
literal translation.
Myth 3: The lyrics change
throughout the piece. No. The
same two lines are repeated with
varying intensity.
Myth 4: John Williams wrote the
words himself. No. He worked with
a linguist or musicologist to adapt
the existing poem.

Clearing up these misconceptions helps
fans  appreciate  the  creative  process
beh ind  the  Duel  Of  The  Fates
lyrics—and  the  care  taken  to  craft  a
sound that feels simultaneously ancient
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and futuristic.

HOW TO FIND OFFICIAL LYRICS
AND SOURCES

For  those  seeking  the  definitive  version
of the Duel Of The Fates lyrics,  the
best  source  is  the  official  soundtrack
booklet or the liner notes from the Star
Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace
soundtrack.  Many  fan  s i tes  and
databases  also  provide  transliterations
and  translat ions.  However,  i t  is
important  to  note  that  John  Williams
never  officially  published  a  complete
linguistic  analysis of  the Duel Of The
Fates lyrics, so any translation is based
on  scholarly  interpretation.  If  you  are
looking to sing along or understand the
meaning, the most reliable phrase is the
repeated  “Korah  matah,  korah
rahtahmah,” which is widely accepted as

a battle cry.

CONCLUSION: THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF A CHANT

In  the  two  decades  since  its  release,
“Duel Of The Fates” has become one of
the most iconic pieces of film music ever
composed.  The  Duel  Of  The  Fates
lyrics,  though brief  and cryptic,  are a
vital part of that legacy. They transform
a busy  action  sequence into  a  mythic
opera, reminding us that every clash of
lightsabers is a struggle for the soul of
the galaxy. Whether you hear the Duel
Of The Fates lyrics as a call to battle, a
lament for lost innocence, or simply an
incredible piece of music, their power is
undeniable.  Next  time  you  watch  the
scene, listen closely. The Duel Of The
Fates lyrics  are  not  just  words—they
are the sound of destiny itself.


