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HOW TO WRITE A WILL: A
COMPLETE GUIDE TO
PROTECTING YOUR LOVED ONES

Thinking about what happens after you
are gone is never easy, yet it is one of
the  most  responsible  actions  you  can
take  for  the  people  you  care  about.
Wr i t ing  a  w i l l  i s  not  jus t  about
distributing property; it is about ensuring
your wishes are honored, your family is
protected, and unnecessary legal battles

are  avoided.  Whether  you  have
significant  assets  or  a  modest  estate,
understanding how to write a will is an
essential  life  skill  that  provides  clarity
and peace of mind. This guide will walk
you  through  the  entire  process,  from
initial  considerations  to  final  execution,
so  you  can  create  a  legally  sound
document  that  reflects  your  true
intentions.

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 How To Write A Will 2026-06-16

What Exactly Is a
Will and Why

Does It Matter?
A  last  will  and  testament,  commonly
called a will,  is  a legal  document that
outlines how you want your property and
assets  distributed  after  your  death.  It
also allows you to name guardians for
minor children, appoint an executor to
manage your estate,  and even specify
funeral  arrangements.  Without  a  valid
will,  your  estate  becomes  subject  to
intestacy laws,  which means the state
decides who gets your belongings, often
in  ways  that  may not  align  with  your
wishes. Learning how to write a will is

therefore a fundamental step in estate
planning  that  ensures  your  legacy  is
handled according to your own rules.
The  emotional  and  financial  benefits  of
having a will are considerable. It spares
your  family  from  making  difficult
decisions during a time of grief, prevents
disputes among potential heirs, and can
even  reduce  the  tax  burden  on  your
estate. For anyone with children, a will is
absolutely critical because it allows you
to designate a guardian who will  raise
your children according to your values.
Understanding the components and legal
requirements involved in how to write
a will empowers you to take control of
your future with confidence.
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Key Components
of a Valid Will
Before  diving  into  the  step-by-step
process,  it  is  important  to  understand
the essential elements that make a will
legally  binding.  Every  valid  will  must
contain  certain  core  components,  and
missing  even  one  can  render  the
document invalid or unenforceable.

Testator Information: Your full
legal name, address, and a clear
statement that you are of sound
mind and acting voluntarily.
Revocation Clause: A statement
that this will revokes any previous
wills or codicils, ensuring only your

most recent wishes are followed.
Executor Appointment: The
person or institution you trust to
carry out the instructions in your
will, manage the estate, and
handle legal and financial matters.
Beneficiary Designations: A
clear listing of who receives what,
including specific bequests,
percentages, or residual
distributions.
Guardian Appointment: If you
have minor children, this section
names the individual you wish to
raise them in the event of your
death.
Signature and Witnesses: Your
signature, along with the
signatures of at least two
witnesses who are not
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beneficiaries, to confirm the will is
authentic.

Each of these elements plays a vital role
in creating a document that will hold up
in  court.  When  researching  how  to
write  a  will ,  you  must  pay  close
attention to these requirements because
they  vary  slightly  from state  to  state.
Some  jurisdictions  require  three
w i tnesses ,  wh i l e  o thers  a l l ow
notarization as an alternative. Knowing
your local laws is an indispensable part
of the process.

Different Types

of Wills You
Should Consider
Not all wills are the same, and the best
type for you depends on the complexity
of  your  estate  and  your  personal
circumstances.  Understanding  the
options  available  will  help  you  decide
which approach to take when learning
how to write a will.

SIMPLE WILL

A simple will  is the most common and
straightforward option. It is suitable for
individuals with modest assets, a clear
family  structure,  and  straightforward
wishes. This type of will typically leaves
everything to a spouse or divides assets
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equally  among  children.  For  most
people,  a  simple  wil l  is  perfectly
adequate and relatively easy to create
without legal assistance.

TESTAMENTARY TRUST WILL

If you have minor children, a beneficiary
with  special  needs,  or  complex  estate
planning goals, a testamentary trust will
may be more appropriate. This type of
will creates a trust that takes effect after
your death, allowing you to control how
and  when  assets  are  distributed.  For
example, you can stipulate that a child
receives funds at specific ages or that a
disabled relative receives ongoing care
without losing government benefits.

LIVING WILL

While not a substitute for a last will, a
living will addresses healthcare decisions
if you become incapacitated. It outlines
your  wishes  regarding  life  support,
resuscitation,  and  other  medical
interventions.  If  you  are  researching
how to write a will, you may also want
to consider creating a living will  and a
durable power of attorney for healthcare
as complementary documents.

HOLOGRAPHIC WILL

A holographic will is entirely handwritten
and signed by the testator, often without
witnesses. While a few states recognize
holographic wills as valid, they are risky
because they may not meet formal legal
requirements  and  are  more  easily
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contested. For most people, a typed and
properly witnessed will is far safer and
more reliable.

Step-by-Step
Guide: How To
Write A Will
N o w  t h a t  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
fundamentals, here is a practical, step-
by-step breakdown of how to write a
will  from  start  to  finish.  Follow  these
steps methodically to ensure your will is
comprehensive and legally sound.

STEP 1: TAKE INVENTORY OF YOUR

ASSETS AND DEBTS

Begin by listing everything you own. This
includes  real  estate,  bank  accounts,
investments, retirement funds, vehicles,
jewelry, art, digital assets, and personal
belongings of sentimental value. Also list
your  debts,  such as  mortgages,  loans,
and credit card balances. Understanding
your  net  worth  is  the  foundation  of
effective  estate  planning.  Remember
that  some  assets,  like  life  insurance
policies  and  retirement  accounts  with
named  beneficiaries,  pass  outside  of
your  will.  However,  it  is  still  wise  to
review them to ensure consistency.

STEP 2: DECIDE WHO WILL BE
YOUR BENEFICIARIES

Once you know what you own, decide
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who should receive each asset or share
of  your  estate.  Beneficiaries  can include
your  spouse,  children,  other  family
members,  fr iends,  or  charitable
organizations.  Be as  specific  as  possible
to avoid ambiguity. For example, instead
of  saying  "my  jewelry,"  list  specific
pieces  or  state  that  you  want  your
daughter  to  choose  first.  If  you  have  a
blended  family,  consider  how  to  treat
stepchildren  fairly  to  avoid  future
disputes. This step in how to write a
will requires thoughtful consideration of
your relationships and obligations.

STEP 3: CHOOSE AN EXECUTOR

Your  executor,  sometimes  called  a
personal  representative,  is  responsible
for  administering  your  estate.  This
includes collecting assets, paying debts

and  taxes,  distributing  property  to
beneficiaries,  and  filing  necessary  legal
documents.  Choose  someone  who  is
trustworthy,  organized,  and capable  of
handling  financial  matters.  Many  people
choose a spouse, adult child, or trusted
fr iend.  You  should  also  name  an
alternate  executor  in  case  your  first
choice is  unable or  unwilling to serve.
Discuss your selection with the person
beforehand to  ensure  they  accept  the
responsibility.

STEP 4: APPOINT A GUARDIAN FOR
MINOR CHILDREN

If  you  have  children  under  18,  this  is
arguably  the  most  important  decision
you will make. The guardian you name
will  be  responsible  for  your  children's
daily  care,  upbringing,  and  education.
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Choose someone who shares your values
and  is  willing  and  able  to  raise  your
children.  It  is  also  wise  to  name  an
alternate  guardian.  Have  a  candid
conversation with the person you select
about  your  expectations  and  their
willingness to serve. This step in how to
write a will requires emotional honesty
and careful planning.

STEP 5: DRAFT YOUR WILL

You  can  draft  your  will  using  online
templates,  will-writing  software,  or  a
qualified  attorney.  If  your  estate  is
simple and straightforward, a reputable
online  service  may  suffice.  However,  if
you  have  a  complex  estate,  business
interests,  or  special  family  dynamics,
professional  legal  advice  is  strongly
recommended.  As  you  draft  the

document,  use clear  and unambiguous
language. Include a residuary clause that
states how any leftover assets should be
distributed  after  specific  bequests  have
been  made.  This  covers  anything  you
may have inadvertently omitted.

STEP 6: SIGN YOUR WILL WITH
WITNESSES

Proper execution is critical to the validity
of your will. Most states require you to
sign your will in the presence of at least
two witnesses, who must also sign the
document.  The  witnesses  should  be
disinterested,  meaning  they  are  not
beneficiaries or spouses of beneficiaries.
Some  states  also  require  notarization.
Read your will aloud with your witnesses
present,  sign  it,  and  have  them  sign
immediately  after.  This  formal  process



How To Write A Will 9

9

helps  prevent  challenges  to  the  will
later.

STEP 7: STORE YOUR WILL SAFELY

Once  your  will  is  properly  executed,
store it in a safe but accessible place. A
fireproof  safe  at  home,  a  safety  deposit
box at a bank, or with your attorney are
common  options.  Make  sure  your
executor and at least one trusted family
member  know  where  the  original
document is located. Do not store your
will  in  a  location  that  is  difficult  to
access, as probate requires the original
document.  Also,  keep a  copy for  your
own  records,  but  understand  that  the
original  signed version is  the one that
matters in court.

STEP 8: REVIEW AND UPDATE
YOUR WILL REGULARLY

Life  changes,  and  your  will  should
change with it. Major life events such as
marriage, divorce, the birth of a child, a
death  in  the  family,  or  significant
changes  in  your  financial  situation
should  prompt  a  review  of  your  will.
Many  people  update  their  will  every
three  to  five  years  even  without  major
changes. If you get divorced, be aware
that  some states  automatically  revoke
portions  of  a  will  that  benefit  a  former
spouse.  When  you  update  your  will,
create  a  new  document  rather  than
making handwritten changes to the old
one, as informal alterations may not be
legally  valid.  Understanding  how  to
write a will includes knowing when and
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how to revise it.

Common
Mistakes to
Avoid When
Writing a Will
Even  with  the  best  intentions,  people
often make errors that can complicate or
invalidate  their  will.  Being  aware  of
these  pitfalls  will  help  you  create  a
stronger document.

Forgetting to sign or have
witnesses: A will that is not
properly signed and witnessed is

legally invalid in most states.
Using vague language:
Statements like "I want my
property divided among my
children" can lead to confusion. Be
specific about which children and
which property.
Failing to name an alternate
executor: If your first choice
cannot serve and no alternate is
named, the court will appoint
someone, which may not be your
preference.
Ignoring digital assets: In
today's world, digital accounts,
cryptocurrency, and online
businesses have real value.
Include instructions for accessing
and distributing them.
Attempting a do-it-yourself will
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for a complex estate: While
online templates are convenient,
they are not suitable for everyone.
Complex family situations, large
estates, or business ownership
warrant professional advice.
Not updating beneficiary
designations: Assets with
beneficiary designations, such as
life insurance and retirement
accounts, pass outside your will.
Ensure these designations align
with your overall estate plan.

Legal
Requirements for
a Valid Will
The legal requirements for a will vary by
jurisdiction,  but  most  states  follow
similar  principles.  Generally,  you  must
be at least 18 years old and of sound
mind.  "Sound  mind"  means  you
understand  the  nature  and  extent  of
your  property,  you  know  who  your
natural beneficiaries are,


