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THE ENDURING QUESTION: WILL THERE BE | AM
NUMBER FOUR 2?

Over a decade has passed since the release of | Am Number Four,
the 2011 sci-fi action film that introduced audiences to John
Smith, a teenage alien hiding on Earth from a deadly intergalactic
foe. The movie, based on the first book in the Lorien Legacies
series by Pittacus Lore (the pen name for James Frey and Jobie
Hughes), was a moderate success at the box office and
developed a dedicated cult following. Yet, for years, fans have
been left in a state of anticipation, repeatedly asking the same
question: Will there be | Am Number Four 2?

While a direct sequel has never been officially greenlit, the
conversation surrounding a potential return to this universe
remains surprisingly active. To understand the chances, we must
look at the original film's performance, the status of the book
series, the evolving landscape of streaming entertainment, and
the whispers from Hollywood insiders. Let's dive deep into the
factors that could decide the fate of this long-awaited sequel.

THE LEGACY OF THE ORIGINAL: WHY FANS STILL
HOPE

A Unique Take on the Alien
Genre

When | Am Number Four hit theaters, it tried to blend the coming-
of-age drama of shows like Smallville with the high-octane action
of blockbuster sci-fi. The story of the last nine Garde, hiding their
legacies (superpowers) from the predatory Mogadorians, offered
a fresh mythology. For many young adults, it was an introduction
to a world where heroes were hunted, numbers mattered, and
survival was a numbers game.

The Cliffhanger That
Demanded More

The film ended on a note that clearly set up a franchise. The
death of Number Three in Florida triggers a chain reaction, and
John finally unlocks his full potential—flying, glowing, and blasting
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his way through enemies. The final shot of the movie shows John,
Number Six, and Sam flying off into the sunset, ready to rescue
the remaining Garde. This ending was not a conclusion; it was a
promise of more adventures to come. That promise, however, has
remained unfulfilled for over 12 years.

THE BOX OFFICE REALITY: THE FINANCIAL HURDLE

To answer the question, Will there be | Am Number Four 2?,
we must first look at the economics. The original film was
produced by DreamWorks Pictures and distributed by Touchstone
Pictures. It had a reported budget of roughly $50-60 million.
While that isn't astronomically high by superhero standards, its
global box office gross of approximately $150 million was
considered only modestly successful.

In the previous decade, studios were less willing to take risks on
mid-budget sci-fi franchises that didn't open to massive numbers.
The sequel was rumored to have gone into pre-production, but
the studio ultimately passed. The feeling was that the numbers
didn't justify the risk of a second installment. However, the rules
of box office success have changed dramatically in the streaming
era.

THE BOOK SERIES: A COMPLETE ROADMAP AWAITS

Beyond the First Book

One of the strongest arguments for the sequel is the source
material. | Am Number Four was only the beginning. In the books,
John's story gets significantly larger, darker, and more complex.
The sequel novels, including The Power of Six and The Rise of
Nine, expand the scope of the universe significantly.

e The Power of Six: Introduces Number Seven (Marina) and
her backstory in a Spanish convent, split-narrating the story
between John and Marina.

e The Rise of Nine: Brings several Garde together for a
massive assault on a Mogadorian stronghold.

e The Fall of Five: Adds the final pieces of the puzzle and
deepens the lore of the Elders.

Furthermore, the series concluded with The Fate of Ten and
United as One, offering a complete narrative arc. For a
screenwriter, this is a goldmine. There is no need to invent a
story; a fully-formed, fan-approved trilogy (or more) of storylines
is waiting to be adapted. This reduces the creative risk that often
kills potential sequels.

Reboot vs. Sequel: The
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Great Debate

Because the actors have aged significantly, the biggest debate
among fans is whether a new movie should be a direct sequel or
a complete reboot. A direct sequel would likely require
recasting younger actors or finding a way to age the characters
naturally (a time jump). A reboot would start fresh, ignoring the
2011 film entirely.

Currently, the chatter online heavily favors a sequel that honors
the 2011 movie's casting and tone. Many argue that the original
actors (Alex Pettyfer, Dianna Agron, Teresa Palmer, and Callan
McAuliffe) could return to reprise their roles, perhaps finding that
the "charm" of the original was still intact.

WHAT HAVE THE CREATORS AND CAST SAID?

Official Statements

To gauge the realistic prospects of | Am Number Four 2, we
look to the people involved.

e James Frey (Co-author): Over the years, Frey has been
asked about the film's status. He has often hinted that the
rights are complex but that there is always interest. He has
acknowledged the strong fan base and the potential for a
revival.

* Alex Pettyfer (John Smith): Pettyfer has expressed

mixed feelings about his time on the film. He was relatively
young and has since moved on to other roles. However, in
more recent interviews, he has shown a willingness to
revisit the character, saying that he would be open to it if
the script and the story were right.

e Teresa Palmer (Number Six): Palmer has been the most
outspoken fan of a sequel. She frequently interacts with
fans on social media regarding the topic and has stated
that she believes "the story is too good to leave
unfinished."

e Dianna Agron (Sarah Hart): Agron has also noted the
cult popularity of the film and expressed nostalgia for the
role.

The tone from the cast is generally positive, but no contracts
have been signed, and no official announcements have been
made.

THE STREAMING FACTOR: A NEW HOPE FOR LORIEN

If | Am Number Four 2 were to ever happen, it would almost
certainly be as a streaming exclusive. The landscape has shifted
entirely since 2011. Today, studios like Netflix, Amazon Prime,
and Disney+ are actively reviving dormant IPs to capture the
nostalgia of the late 2000s and early 2010s.

Consider the success of sequels and reboots of similar properties.
While not exact, the market for young adult sci-fi has seen a
resurgence. A streaming platform could fund a sequel with a



reasonable budget (perhaps $80-100 million) and rely on
subscriber growth rather than just box office dollars. The high
probability of a new audience discovering the original on
streaming makes the financial model much more appealing.

Furthermore, a streaming series—rather than a film—could be
the perfect format for the Lorien Legacies. A 8-10 episode season
could cover the events of The Power of Six and The Rise of Nine
in greater detail, allowing for stronger character development
and world-building than a 2-hour movie could provide.

COMPARING THE FRANCHISE TO SIMILAR REVIVALS

The question Will there be | Am Number Four 2? becomes
clearer when we look at industry trends.

1. Percy Jackson: The original films stalled, but Disney+
rebooted the series as a high-budget show with Rick
Riordan heavily involved. This proves there is an appetite
for well-made YA fantasy/sci-fi.

2. Twilight and The Hunger Games: These franchises are
seeing prequels and spin-offs released years after the
originals concluded. The nostalgia machine is real.

3. Tron: Legacy: A sequel/revisit to this 80s/2010s sci-fi
classic is finally in development at Disney.

I Am Number Four occupies a unique space. It is not as
massive as Harry Potter or Twilight, but it holds a strong
"cult" status. It is exactly the kind of medium-sized
property that streaming services love to acquire because

the licensing rights might be more affordable than a mega-
franchise.

THE MAIN OBSTACLES TO PRODUCTION

Despite the hope, several major hurdles remain regarding |
Am Number Four 2.

¢ Rights Issues: The rights to the film are currently
split or held by different entities (DreamWorks,
Reliance, etc.). Untangling the legal rights to produce
a sequel is often the biggest barrier to reviving an old
franchise.

e Aging Cast: The actors are now in their 30s. To
continue the story from where the film left off, the
movie would need to either recast or use a time-jump
narrative. While a time jump works in the books (the
series spans many months), it might feel jarring for a
direct movie sequel.

e Public Awareness: The original film is largely
forgotten by the general public. A studio would need
to invest heavily in marketing to remind audiences
why they cared in the first place.

A DETAILED LOOK AT THE POTENTIAL PLOT FOR
A SEQUEL

Assuming the film moves forward as a direct sequel
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(ignoring the passage of time or using a small time jump),
what would the story look like?

The Power of Six offers a perfect narrative framing. John
and Six have rescued Sam, but they are still on the run.
The universe is bigger than they know. The sequel would
likely introduce Number Seven (Marina), who has been
hiding in a church in Spain, healing the sick but unable to
display her full power.

The sequel would also need to introduce Number Five
(who is working with the enemy), Number Eight (a master
of teleportation training in India), and Number Nine (the
aggressive powerhouse locked in a Mogadorian prison).
This multi-POV approach is exactly the kind of complex
storytelling that a TV series format would handle best.

The central theme of the sequel would shift from "survival"
to "unification." The tagline writes itself: Together, we are
strong.

FAN CAMPAIGNS AND SOCIAL MEDIA PRESSURE

One cannot underestimate the power of the fan base. The
demand for | Am Number Four 2 has never truly died.
Twitter hashtags, Reddit discussions, and fan petitions keep
the dream alive. In the age of social media, studios pay
attention to noise. If a franchise can prove it has a
dedicated, paying audience, it becomes a safer investment.

Fans often point to the fact that the book series is
immensely popular among young adults who



