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UNDERSTANDING THE
TEMPORARY TEXAS LICENSE
PAPER ID TEMPLATE

If  you  have  recently  visited  a  Texas
Department of Public Safety (DPS) office
to renew your driver’s license or obtain a
new one, you likely walked out with a
p iece  of  paper  that  serves  as  a
temporary  placeholder  until  your
permanent  plastic  card  arrives  in  the
mail.  This  document  –  commonly
referred  to  as  the  temporary  Texas
license  paper  ID  template  –  is  a
legally  valid  form  of  identification  for  a
limited period. Yet many drivers and ID
holders  are  unsure  about  its  purpose,
security features,  and where it  can be
used. In this comprehensive guide,  we
break  down  everything  you  need  to
know about the temporary Texas license
paper ID template, from how to obtain it
to  how to  keep  it  safe  until  your  official
card arrives.

WHAT IS A TEMPORARY TEXAS
LICENSE PAPER ID?

A temporary Texas license paper ID is an
interim document issued by the Texas
DPS immediately after you successfully
complete  the  application,  testing,  or
renewal  process.  It  is  printed  on
standard  security  paper  at  the  DPS
counter and is meant to provide you with
a  legal  form  of  identification  while  your

permanent driver’s license or ID card is
being  produced  and  mailed.  The
temporary  Texas  license  paper  ID
template typically includes your name,
date of  birth,  address,  the document’s
expirat ion  date,  a  barcode,  and
sometimes a black‑and‑white photo. It is
not a substitute for a plastic card in all
situations, but it does carry the full legal
authority  of  your  license  for  a  short
window of time – usually 30 to 45 days,
though  DPS  may  extend  this  during
mailing delays.

The Purpose of
the Paper Interim
ID
The  primary  reason  Texas  DPS  issues
this paper document is to bridge the gap
between  application  and  delivery.
Because  Texas  switched  to  central
issuance (cards are produced at a secure
facility and mailed), no DPS office stocks
plastic cards on site. The paper ID serves
as proof that you are legally licensed to
drive or hold a state ID. It also helps law
enforcement,  banks,  and other entities
verify your identity while you wait for the
hard card. The design of the temporary
Texas  license  paper  ID  template
includes security features that make it
difficult to counterfeit, which is essential
for preventing fraud.

https://everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Temporary Texas License Paper Id Template 2024-03-18

HOW TO OBTAIN A TEMPORARY
TEXAS LICENSE PAPER ID

You  will  receive  a  temporary  Texas
license paper ID automatically when you
comple te  one  o f  the  fo l l ow ing
transactions  at  a  DPS  office:

Initial license or ID application
– after passing vision, written, and
driving tests (if applicable).
Renewal of an existing Texas
driver’s license or ID – whether
in person or after an online
renewal that requires an in‑office
visit.
Replacement of a lost, stolen,
or damaged license – when you
apply for a duplicate.
Address change – if you update
your address in person, the DPS
agent will print a temporary paper
ID reflecting the new information.

There is no additional fee for the paper
ID –  it  is  included in the cost  of  your
transaction. The agent will hand it to you
immediately  after  processing  your
application.  The  temporary  Texas
license  paper  ID  template  will  be
printed on the spot, so you do not have
to wait for it to be mailed. Keep in mind
that  the  paper  ID  is  only  valid  when
accompanied  by  your  previous  plastic
license  (if  you  still  have  it)  or  when
presented alone if your previous license
was surrendered or expired.

SECURITY FEATURES OF THE
OFFICIAL PAPER ID TEMPLATE

To prevent fraud and identity theft, the
Texas DPS incorporates several security
elements  into  the  temporary  Texas
license paper ID template. While not
as robust as the plastic card, the paper
ID  still  contains  features  that  make

forgery difficult:

Watermark or state seal – Many
paper IDs include a subtle image
of the Texas state seal that is
visible when held up to light.
Microtext – Fine lines of text that
are hard to reproduce with
standard scanners or copiers.
Barcode – A 2D barcode that
encodes your name, date of birth,
license number, and expiration
date. Authorized parties can scan
this barcode to verify the
document’s authenticity.
Security background – The
paper may have a faint, repeating
pattern (such as the word “TEXAS”
or “DPS”) that appears when
photocopied.
Lamination or coating? – Official
paper IDs are not laminated, but
they are printed on a durable,
tear‑resistant paper stock.
Signature – Your signature is
printed (or you sign it at the
counter) directly onto the paper.

I t  i s  important  to  note  that  the
temporary  Texas  license  paper  ID
template is not the same as a “fake ID”
template that might be sold online. Any
attempt to create a counterfeit version
using a generic template is illegal and
could result in serious criminal charges.

VALIDITY DURATION AND WHERE
YOU CAN USE IT

The temporary Texas license paper ID is
valid  for  a  specific  period,  usually  listed
on the document itself. Typical validity is
45  days  from  the  date  of  issuance,
though  it  may  be  shorter  if  you  are
under  21  or  i f  there  are  specia l
circumstances. After that date, the paper
ID expires and can no longer be used as
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identification or to drive.

Accepted Uses
While the paper ID is a legal document,
not all establishments accept it. Here is
a breakdown of where it generally works:

Law enforcement – Police
officers in Texas recognize the
paper ID as proof of a valid license
during traffic stops.
Banking – Most banks and credit
unions will accept it for teller
transactions, though policies vary.
Alcohol and tobacco purchases
– Many retailers accept paper IDs,
but some may refuse due to
difficulty verifying authenticity.
Air travel (TSA) – The
Transportation Security
Administration generally does not
accept paper IDs for boarding
flights. You will need a valid
passport, permanent driver’s
license, or another TSA‑approved
ID to fly.
Voting – Texas election law
accepts certain forms of photo ID.
The paper ID is considered a
provisional form; you may be
allowed to vote if you sign an
affidavit, but it is best to bring
your permanent card or a
passport.
Employment verification (I‑9) –
Employers may accept a paper ID
from DPS as a List B document if it
appears genuine, but many HR
departments prefer the plastic
card.

Because the temporary Texas license
paper  ID  template  i s  a  paper
document, it is more susceptible to wear
and tear. Keep it in a safe envelope or

sleeve to prevent creasing or smudging.

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
TEMPORARY TEXAS LICENSE
PAPER ID

Can I use it to
drive
immediately?
Yes. As soon as you receive it, the paper
ID serves as your valid driver’s license.
You must  carry  it  while  driving,  along
with  your  previous  expired  license  if
applicable.

What if my
permanent card
does not arrive
within 45 days?
If your plastic card is delayed beyond the
paper  ID’s  expiration  date,  you  can
contact  Texas  DPS  or  visit  an  office  to
request a replacement or an extension.
They may issue a new paper ID. Do not
drive with an expired paper ID – doing so
could  result  in  a  citation  for  driving
without a valid license.

Is the paper ID a
“template” that
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can be edited?
No.  The  temporary  Texas  license
paper  ID  template  is  an  official
document  printed  by  the  DPS  using
secure software. You cannot download or
edit  a  genuine  DPS  template.  Any
website  offering  a  “fillable”  version  is
likely selling a counterfeit and should be
avoided.

Can I laminate
my paper ID?
Lamination  may  interfere  with  the
security  features  and  barcode.  DPS
advises against laminating the paper ID
because  it  can  prevent  verification  and
may void the document’s validity. Keep
it in a clear plastic sleeve instead.

PROTECTING YOUR TEMPORARY
PAPER ID FROM FRAUD AND
DAMAGE

Since your  temporary Texas license
paper ID template  is  your only legal
identification  for  up  to  six  weeks,  it  is
crucial  to safeguard it.  Here are some
tips:

Keep it in a secure place –
Consider a wallet with a clear ID
window or a dedicated folder in
your vehicle.
Make a photocopy or take a
photo – Having a backup image
can help if the paper is lost,
though it will not be accepted as a
legal ID.
Do not post pictures online –
Sharing a photo of your paper ID
on social media exposes your full
name, address, and driver’s

license number, making you
vulnerable to identity theft.
Report loss immediately – If
your paper ID is lost or stolen, visit
a DPS office as soon as possible to
apply for a replacement (there is a
fee). You can also request a
replacement online in some cases.
Watch for scams – Scammers
may try to sell you a “temporary
Texas license paper ID template”
that looks official. Only the DPS
can issue a legitimate paper ID.
Never pay a third party for a
template or document.

THE FUTURE OF THE PAPER ID:
DIGITAL AND MOBILE OPTIONS

Texas  is  exploring  digital  driver’s
licenses  (mDL)  that  could  eventually
replace the paper interim ID.  In  2024,
the state launched a pilot program for a
mobile  driver’s  license  that  works
through a secure app. While this digital
version  is  not  yet  widespread,  it
suggests  that  the  temporary  Texas
license paper ID template  may one
day be supplemented – or replaced – by
a digital equivalent. Until then, the paper
ID remains a critical tool for millions of
Texans.

CONCLUSION

The temporary  Texas license paper  ID
template is more than just a slip of paper
– it  is a legally binding document that
proves  your  driving  privileges  and
ident i ty  whi le  you  wait  for  your
permanent  card.  Understanding  its
features,  validity,  and limitations helps
you  use  it  effectively  and  avoid
inconvenience. Whether you are a new
driver, a resident renewing your license,
or someone who lost their card, knowing
how to handle your paper ID ensures you
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stay legal and protected. Remember: the
only genuine source of this document is
the Texas Department of Public Safety.
S tee r  c lea r  o f  any  th i rd ‑pa r ty
“templates” and treat your paper ID with

the  same  care  you  would  give  your
plastic  license.  Drive  safely,  and  keep
that paper secure until  your official card
arrives in the mail.


