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INTRODUCTION:
THE LEGACY OF
BROTHERHOOD

AND SERVICE

The Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, Inc. has
long stood as a pillar of
leadership, scholarship,
and community service
within the African
American community
and beyond. Among its
many esteemed bodies
and chapters, one
name evokes a
particular sense of
honor, dedication, and
excellence: the
Omega Psi Phi
Lampados Club. For

many members of the
fraternity, often
affectionately  called
“Ques,” being invited
into the Lampados
Club represents the
highest recognition of
their commitment to
the cardinal principles
of manhood,
scholarship,

perseverance, and
uplift. This article
explores the rich
history, the rigorous
selection criteria, the
impactful activities,
and the enduring
legacy of the Omega
Psi Phi Lampados Club,
offering a
comprehensive look at
what makes this club a
beacon of service and
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brotherhood.

THE HISTORICAL
FOUNDATIONS OF
OMEGA PSI PHI

Before delving into the
Lampados Club, it is
essential to understand
the fraternity that gave
it life. Omega Psi Phi
was founded on
November 17, 1911, on
the campus of Howard
University in
Washington, D.C. The
founders—Edgar Amos
Love, Oscar James
Cooper, Frank
Coleman, and Ernest
Everett

Just—established the
fraternity with a vision
of creating a bond of
brotherhood and a

vehicle for social
change. The
fraternity’s motto,

“Friendship is Essential
to the Soul,” and its
principles have guided
members for over a
century. Today, Omega

Psi  Phi boasts
thousands of members
across the globe,
organized into
undergraduate
chapters, graduate
chapters, and
specialized honor
clubs. Among these,
the Omega Psi Phi
Lampados Club
stands out as a symbol
of the highest ideals of
the fraternity.

WHAT IS THE
OMEGA PSI PHI
LAMPADOS CLUB?

The term “Lampados”
is derived from the
Greek word lampadias,
meaning “torchbearer”
or “light bearer.” In the
context of Omega Psi
Phi, the Lampados Club
is an honorific
organization within the
fraternity that
recognizes members
who have
demonstrated

exemplary service,
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leadership, and
dedication to the
fraternity’s principles.
The club is not a
separate fraternity but
rather an elite society
within Omega Psi Phi,
akin to a hall of fame
or a council of
distinguished alumni.
Members of the
Lampados Club are
often those who have
gone above and
beyond in their
professional careers,
community service,
and fraternal activities.
The club serves as a
way to honor these
individuals and to
inspire others to strive
for similar heights of
achievement.

Origins of
the

Lampado
s Club

The exact founding
date of the Lampados
Club is a topic of pride
and research among
Omega men. It was
established during the
mid-20th century, a
time when the
fraternity was
expanding its influence
and seeking new ways
to recognize
outstanding members.
The club was created
to formalize a tradition
of acknowledging those
who had become true
“torchbearers” for the

fraternity. The
symbolism of the torch
is powerful: it

represents the light of
knowledge, the fire of
service, and the
illumination of the path
for future generations.
The Omega Psi Phi



Lampados Club
essentially embodies
the fraternity’s
commitment to passing
that torch from one
generation to the next.

MEMBERSHIP AND
SELECTION: A
RIGOROUS HONOR

Membership in the
Omega Psi Phi
Lampados Club is not
automatic. It is a
selective honor that is
typically bestowed by a
vote of «current
Lampados members,
often in consultation
with the fraternity’s
national leadership.
While the exact criteria
can vary by district or
chapter, several
common themes
emerge.

e Length of
Membership:
Candidates must
have been a
member of

Omega Psi Phi in
good standing for
a significant
number of years,
often twenty-five
or more. This
demonstrates
long-term
commitment and
consistent
involvement.
Service to the
Fraternity: The
individual must
have held
leadership
positions at the
chapter, district,
or national level.
This could
include service
as a Basileus
(chapter
president), a
district
representative,
or a national
officer.
Community
Impact: Beyond
the fraternity,
the candidate
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must have a
proven record of
community
service,
philanthropy,
and professional
achievement.
The Lampados
Club values
members who
are leaders in
their
fields—whether
in education,
business, law,
medicine, or the
arts.

Character and
Integrity:
Perhaps most
importantly, the
candidate must
be known for
their moral
character,
humility, and
dedication to the
cardinal
principles. The

Lampados Club is

a brotherhood
within a

brotherhood, and
trust is
paramount.

The induction
ceremony for the
Omega Psi Phi
Lampados Club is a
solemn and celebratory
event, often held
during district
meetings or at the
fraternity’s
international conclave.
New members receive
a special lapel pin, a
certificate, and the
right to wear the
Lampados stole during
formal occasions. The
ceremony reinforces
the idea that these
individuals are now the
keepers of the
fraternity’s brightest
light.

NOTABLE
MEMBERS OF THE
LAMPADOS CLUB

Over the decades, the
Lampados Club has



counted among its
members some of the
most distinguished
leaders in the African
American community
and American society
at large. While the club
values all members
equally, a few names
stand out as examples
of the club’s caliber.

e Dr. Charles R.
Drew - The
pioneering
surgeon and
medical
researcher who
developed
improved
methods for
blood storage
and transfusion.
His work saved
countless lives
and he was a
proud member of
Omega Psi Phi.
He was
posthumously
inducted into the
Lampados Club.

e Benjamin L.

Hooks - The
executive
director of the
NAACP and a
federal judge. His
lifelong fight for
civil rights and
justice
exemplified the
torch-bearing
spirit of the
Lampados Club.
Michael B.
Coleman - The
first African
American mayor
of Columbus,
Ohio, whose
leadership and
service to the
community made
him a natural fit
for the club.
Countless
Educators and
community
leaders - The
majority of
Lampados
members are not
celebrities but
rather quiet
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heroes—principal
s, doctors, small
business owners,
and pastors who
have dedicated
their lives to
uplifting their
communities.
The Omega Psi
Phi Lampados
Club honors
these everyday
torchbearers just
as much as the
famous ones.

ACTIVITIES AND
IMPACT OF THE
LAMPADOS CLUB

The Lampados Club is
not merely an honorary
title; it comes with an
expectation of
continued service.
Members of the club
often take on
mentoring roles,
guiding younger
members of the
fraternity and
sponsoring scholarship
programs. Many

Lampados chapters
(often organized at the
district level) run
annual events such as:

e Scholarship
Galas:
Fundraising
events that
provide college
scholarships to
deserving
students,
particularly
African American
youth.

e Youth
Mentorship
Programs: Many
Lampados
members
volunteer with
the fraternity’s
Kappa League or
other youth
initiatives,
providing
guidance and
leadership
training.

e Community
Service
Projects: From



food drives to
health fairs,
Lampados
members often
lead by example,
organizing
projects that
address local
needs.

¢ Historical
Preservation:
The club also
works to
document and
celebrate the
history of Omega
Psi Phi, ensuring
that the stories
of early
torchbearers are
not lost.

The impact of the
Omega Psi Phi
Lampados Club
extends far beyond the
fraternity’s

membership rolls. By
recognizing and
empowering leaders,
the club creates a
ripple effect of positive
change in communities

across the United
States and
internationally.

THE LAMPADOS
CLUB TODAY:
RELEVANCE AND

GROWTH

In the 21st century, the
Omega Psi Phi
Lampados Club

continues to thrive. As
the fraternity adapts to
changing times, the
club has embraced
new technologies and
communication
methods to connect
members. Virtual
meetings, social media
groups, and online
archives help
Lampados members
collaborate despite
geographic distances.
The club also plays a
crucial role in the
fraternity’s strategic
planning, with many
national leaders
emerging from its
ranks.
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One of the challenges
facing the club is
ensuring that the
honor remains
meaningful and not
merely a reward for
longevity. To that end,
many districts have
tightened selection
criteria, requiring
evidence of continued
active service even
after induction. The
Omega Psi Phi
Lampados Club is
deliberately kept as an
exclusive group,
ensuring that each
member truly
embodies the
torchbearer ideal.

How to
Nominate
a Brother

For those interested in
seeing a fellow Omega
man recognized, the

process typically
involves submitting a
nomination packet that
includes a detailed
biography, letters of
recommendation, and
documentation of
service. Districts often
have a Lampados
committee that
reviews nominations

annually. It s
important to note that
the club values

humility; many worthy
brothers serve quietly
without seeking
recognition. The
fraternity encourages
members to nominate
those unsung heroes
who have given so
much behind the
scenes.

CONCLUSION:
CARRYING THE
TORCH FORWARD

The Omega Psi Phi
Lampados Club
represents the very
best of what the




fraternity holds dear: a
lifetime of service, a
commitment to
excellence, and a
willingness to light the
way for others. For
over half a century,
this distinguished club
has honored men who
have not only achieved
personal success but
have used that success
to uplift their brothers,
their communities, and
the world. The torch
they carry is not just a
symbol—it is a
responsibility. As new

10

generations of Omega
men strive to make
their mark, the
Lampados Club stands
as a reminder that the
greatest legacy is not
what we accomplish for
ourselves, but what we
pass on to those who
follow. Whether you
are a member of
Omega Psi Phi or an
admirer of its work, the
story of the Lampados
Club is a testament to
the enduring power of
brotherhood and the
light that service
brings to the world.
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