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THE ALLURE OF
THE MACABRE:
UNDERSTANDING
GRAVEYARD GIRL
TEETH IN GOTHIC
AESTHETICS

I n  t h e  r e a l m  o f
alternative fashion and
gothic  subculture,  few
aesthetic  elements
c a p t u r e  t h e
imagination  quite  like
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f
G r a v e y a r d  G i r l
Teeth.  This  evocative
p h r a s e  c o n j u r e s
i m a g e s  o f  d a r k
romanticism,  Victorian
m o r b i d i t y ,  a n d  a
deliberately  curated
imperfect ion  that
c h a l l e n g e s
conventional  beauty

standards.  While  it
might  sound  l ike  a
niche  obsession,  the
fascination  with  teeth
that  evoke  graveyard
imagery  represents  a
b r o a d e r  c u l t u r a l
m o v e m e n t  t h a t
embraces  decay ,
mortal i ty,  and  the
b e a u t y  f o u n d  i n
darkness.  This  article
explores  the  origins,
s y m b o l i s m ,  a n d
modern interpretations
o f  th i s  i n t r igu ing
aesthetic  choice.
The  term  Graveyard
Girl  Teeth  typically
r e f e r s  t o  d e n t a l
features  that  deviate
from  the  mainstream
idea l  o f  per fect ly
straight,  pearly  white
teeth .  Ins tead ,  i t
c e l e b r a t e s
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characteristics such as
slight  discoloration,
natural  irregularity,
pointed  canines,  or
even gaps that suggest
a  c o n n e c t i o n  t o
someth ing  o lder ,
earthier,  and  more
p r i m a l .  I t  i s  a n
aesthetic  that  says,  "I
am not manufactured; I
am  organic,  natural,
and  unafraid  of  my
own  mortality."  In  a
world  obsessed  with
veneers and whitening
strips,  choosing  to
e m b r a c e  o r  e v e n
accentuate the slightly
imperfect,  the  slightly
wi ld,  is  a  powerful
statement.

ORIGINS IN
GOTHIC AND
HORROR CULTURE

T o  u n d e r s t a n d
G r a v e y a r d  G i r l
Teeth,  we  must  first
look  at  the  goth ic
tradition from which it
s p r i n g s .  G o t h i c

literature,  from  Bram
Stoker's  Dracula  to
Anne  Rice's  vampire
chronicles,  has  long
fixated  on  the  mouth.
The  vampire's  fang  is
perhaps  the  most
iconic dental symbol in
horror.  It  represents
both danger and allure,
a  b i t e  t h a t  i s
simultaneously  violent
and  int imate.  The
graveyard  girl,  as  a
modern  archetype,
inherits  this  lineage.
Her teeth are not just
for chewing; they are a
foca l  po in t  o f  her
mystique.

The
Victorian
Influence
on Dental
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Aesthetic
s
Victorian  mourning
culture  had  its  own
relationship with teeth.
D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h
century,  post-mortem
photography  was
common,  and  dental
health was often poor.
Teeth  were  frequently
removed after death to
create  keepsakes  for
l o v e d  o n e s .  T h i s
historical context adds
layers  of  meaning  to
G r a v e y a r d  G i r l
Teeth. It is not merely
about  looking  spooky;
it  is  about  connecting
to a time when death
was more visible, more
tac t i l e ,  and  more
integrated  into  daily
life. The graveyard girl
aesthetic  borrows  this
Victorian  sensibility,
finding  romance  in
what  modern  society

prefers  to  hide.

NATURAL
IMPERFECTION AS
A STYLE
STATEMENT

In  recent  years,  there
has  been  a  significant
s h i f t  a w a y  f r o m
homogenized  beauty
standards.  The  body
positivity  movement
a n d  t h e  r i s e  o f
alternative  fashion
have created space for
people  to  celebrate
their  natural  features,
including  their  teeth.
Graveyard Girl Teeth
fits  neatly  into  this
paradigm. It rejects the
notion  that  everyone
must  have  a  cookie-
cutter smile. Instead, it
elevates  the  quirky,
the  crooked,  and  the
sharp.

Embracing
asymmetry – A
single tooth
slightly out of
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alignment can
become a
defining
characteristic.
Natural
discoloration –
Off-white or
greyish tones
that suggest age
or antiquity.
Prominent
canines – Teeth
that hint at the
wild, untamed
nature beneath
the surface.
Visible wear –
Slight erosion or
chipping that
tells a story of
lived experience.

For many in the gothic
community,  these
traits  are  not  flaws  to
b e  c o r r e c t e d  b u t
f e a t u r e s  t o  b e
highlighted.  They lend
authenticity  to  a  look
that is often associated
with  the  supernatural
and the eternal.

COSMETIC
CHOICES AND
BODY
MODIFICATION

For those who want to
take  the  Graveyard
Girl Teeth aesthetic to
its  full  expression,
there  a re  severa l
cosmetic  and  body
modification  options
a v a i l a b l e .  I t  i s
important to note that
any dental modification
s h o u l d  o n l y  b e
performed by licensed
professionals to ensure
s a f e t y  a n d  a v o i d
permanent damage.

Dental
Bonding
and
Shaping
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common  methods  for
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achieving  a  slightly
sharper,  more  feral
look is  through dental
bonding. A dentist can
apply a resin to the tips
o f  t h e  c a n i n e s  t o
elongate  them  subtly,
c r e a t i n g  a  m o r e
pronounced fang.  This
procedure is reversible
a n d  r e l a t i v e l y
affordable,  making  it
popular  among  those
w h o  w a n t  t o
experiment  with  the
Graveyard Girl Teeth
aesthet ic  wi thout
c o m m i t t i n g  t o
permanent alteration.

Gems
and
Accents
Another  approach  is
the  addition  of  small
dental  gems  or  gold
accents.  While  this
m i g h t  s e e m

counterintuitive  to  the
"graveyard"  theme,
small, dark-toned gems
set into the teeth can
create  a  subtle  glint
that  catches  the  light
and draws attention to
the  mouth.  This  is  a
nod  to  Victorian  and
even  ancient  cultures
that  adorned  their
teeth  for  spiritual  and
aesthetic reasons.

Natural
Enhance
ment
O f  c o u r s e ,  m a n y
people  simply  choose
to enhance what  they
already  have.  Using
dark  lipstick  to  frame
the mouth, or keeping
the smile  relaxed and
slightly enigmatic,  can
make the teeth a focal
po int  w i thout  any
dental work at all. The
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a t t i t u d e  b e h i n d
Graveyard Girl Teeth
is as important as the
ph y s i ca l  r e a l i t y .
Confidence  and  a
certain  dark  glamour
are  the  most  crucial
accessories.

THE ROLE OF
MAKEUP AND
FASHION

No  discussion  of  this
aesthetic  is  complete
without  addressing
h o w  m a k e u p  a n d
fashion  support  the
overall look. The teeth
are  not  isolated;  they
are part of a cohesive
v isua l  ident i ty .  A
typical  graveyard  girl
e n s e m b l e  m i g h t
include:

Dark, matte1.
lipstick – Deep
burgundy,
blackened plum,
or greyish brown
to contrast with
the teeth.

Pale2.
foundation – A
porcelain or
alabaster base
that makes the
mouth stand out.
Smoky eye3.
makeup –
Heavy, dramatic
eyes that draw
the gaze
downward to the
lips and teeth.
Victorian or4.
punk-inspired
clothing – Lace,
velvet, leather,
and distressed
fabrics that echo
the themes of
decay and
romance.
Accessories –5.
Chokers, antique
rings, and
perhaps a small
skull motif.

The  total  effect  is  one
o f  d e l i b e r a t e
anachronism and dark
e l e g a n c e .  T h e
Graveyard Girl Teeth



Graveyard Girl Teeth 7

7

are  the  finishing
touch—the  detail  that
confirms  the  wearer  is
not just playing dress-
up  but  is  genuinely
inhabitating a persona
that  exists  outside  of
mainstream time.

PSYCHOLOGICAL
AND SYMBOLIC
DIMENSIONS

W h y  a r e  t e e t h  s o
powerful as a symbol?
Psychologically,  the
mouth  is  one  of  the
most  expressive  parts
of the face. We smile,
frown, snarl, and laugh
with our mouths. Teeth
are  involved  in  every
major  human  activity:
eat ing,  speak ing,
kissing,  and biting.  To
alter or emphasize the
teeth is to send a clear
signal  about  one's
relationship with these
fundamental acts.
Graveyard Girl Teeth
symbolize  a  comfort

with  dual i ty.  They
acknowledge  that  the
mouth is both a source
o f  p leasure  and  a
potential  weapon.  In
the  context  of  gothic
culture,  this  duality  is
central. The graveyard
girl is not a victim; she
is a survivor.  She has
walked  among  the
dead  and  emerged
with  a  knowing smile.
Her teeth mark her as
someone who has seen
things and is not easily
frightened.

Mortality
and
Memento
Mori
The phrase  "memento
m o r i "  m e a n s
"remember  you  must
die." In gothic culture,
this is not a depressing
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t h o u g h t  b u t  a
l iberat ing  one.  By
embracing  symbols  of
death—including  the
slightly  decaying  or
imperfect  tooth—the
g r a v e y a r d  g i r l
acknowledges  the
transience  of  l i fe .
Graveyard Girl Teeth
function  as  a  small,
personal  memento
mori. They are a daily
reminder that beauty is
fleeting,  that  the  body
is  mortal,  and  that
there  is  a  s t range
peace  in  accepting
this.

GRAVEYARD GIRL
TEETH IN POPULAR
MEDIA

This aesthetic has not
gone unnoticed by the
e n t e r t a i n m e n t
indust ry .  Severa l
characters  in  film,
t e l e v i s i o n ,  a n d
literature  embody  the
Graveyard Girl Teeth
ideal .  Think  of  the

s h a r p - t o o t h e d
vampires  in  What  We
Do in the Shadows, the
feral charm of Elvira, or
t h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y
imperfect  smiles  of
characters  in  T im
Burton  films.  These
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s
normalize  and  even
glamorize dental quirks
that  convent ional
media might otherwise
erase.
Social  media  has  also
played a massive role
in  popularizing  this
look. On platforms like
Instagram, TikTok, and
Pinterest,  users  share
t h e i r  d e n t a l
modifications  and
makeup  rout ines ,
creating  communities
around this alternative
beauty  s tandard .
Hashtags dedicated to
g o t h i c  d e n t a l
aesthet ics  attract
thousands  of  posts,
p r o v i n g  t h a t
Graveyard Girl Teeth
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a r e  m o r e  t h a n  a
passing  trend—they
a r e  a  l a s t i n g
expression of identity.

CULTURAL
CRITICISM AND
MAINSTREAM
BACKLASH

As with any alternative
aesthetic,  there  is
sometimes  pushback
f rom  ma ins t ream
culture.  Critics  argue
that  de l ibera te ly
altering one's teeth to
look "worse" is a form
o f  r e b e l l i o n  t h a t
misunderstands  the
privilege  of  access  to
dental  care.  Others
worry about the health
implications  of  certain
modifications.  These
concerns are valid and
deserve consideration.
However,  proponents
of  Graveyard  Girl
Teeth argue that their
choices  are  about
autonomy  and  self-

expression,  not  about
disregarding  health.
R e s p o n s i b l e
modification  is  done
wi th  pro fess iona l
guidance. Furthermore,
the  aesthetic  is  often
more  about  selective
emphasis  of  natural
features  than  about
drastic  alteration.  It  is
a  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f
d i v e r s i t y  i n
appearance,  not  a
rejection  of  dental
hygiene.

HOW TO
CULTIVATE THIS
LOOK
AUTHENTICALLY

If you are drawn to the
Graveyard Girl Teeth
aesthetic  and want  to
incorporate it into your
personal  style,  here
are  some  suggestions
f o r  d o i n g  s o
authent ica l ly  and
safely:

Start with
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makeup.
Experiment with
dark lip shades
and lip liners that
make your teeth
appear whiter or
more prominent
by contrast.
Avoid overly
blue-based reds
if you want a
more natural
decayed look.
Focus on facial
framing.
Hairstyles that
draw attention to
the mouth—like
a sharp bob or
dark, heavy
bangs—can
naturally
highlight your
teeth.
Consider
temporary
options first.
Before
committing to
any permanent
dental work, try
clip-on fangs or

temporary dental
jewelry to see if
the look feels
right for you.
Consult a
professional. If
you decide on
bonding or
shaping, speak
to a dentist who
understands the
aesthetic you are
aiming for. Show
them reference
images of
Graveyard Girl
Teeth to ensure
clear
communication.
Own your
smile.
Confidence is the
most important
element. A
hesitant smile
diminishes the
effect. Practice
smiling in a way
that feels natural
and powerful to
you.
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CONCLUSION: THE
ETERNAL
ROMANCE OF THE
DARK SMILE

The  phenomenon  of
Graveyard Girl Teeth
i s  fa r  more  than  a
fleeting  fashion  whim.
It  is  a  rich,  layered
aesthetic that draws on
goth ic  l i terature ,
Victorian  mourning
culture,  and  modern
body  posit iv i ty.  I t
challenges  the  sterile
p e r f e c t i o n  o f
mainstream  beauty
standards  and  offers
an alternative rooted in
authenticity,  mortality,
and  dark  romance.
Whether  expressed

t h r o u g h  s u b t l e
m a k e u p ,  n a t u r a l
features, or intentional
modification,  this  look
invites us to reconsider
what  we find beautiful.
It  suggests  that  there
i s  g r a c e  i n
imperfection,  allure  in
decay,  and  power  in
embracing the parts of
ourselves  that  the
world  would  rather
hide.  For  those  who
walk the line between
l i f e  a n d  d e a t h ,
between the lovely and
the macabre, the smile
tells the deepest story.
And  with  Graveyard
Girl Teeth,  that story
i s  one  o f  fea r less
individuality.


