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WELCOME TO THE
EMERALD COAST:
YOUR COMPLETE
PANAMA CITY
BEACH VISITORS
GUIDE

Imagine miles of sugar-
white sand meeting the
clearest,  emerald-
green water you have
ever seen. This is not a
p o s t c a r d ;  t h i s  i s
Panama City Beach,  a
top-tier  destination  on
Florida’s  Gulf  Coast
t h a t  h a s  b e e n
captivating  travelers
for  decades.  Whether
you are a sun-seeking
c o u p l e ,  a  f a m i l y

l o o k i n g  f o r
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
m e m o r i e s ,  o r  a n
adventure  enthusiast
craving  water  sports
a n d  n a t u r e ,  t h i s
Panama  City  Beach
V i s i t o r s  G u i d e  i s
designed  to  help  you
p l a n  t h e  p e r f e c t
getaway.  From  the
best times to visit and
hidden  local  gems  to
practical travel tips and
must-see  attractions,
th i s  gu ide  covers
everything you need to
know  for  a  seamless
and  enjoyable  trip  to
the Emerald Coast.
Panama  City  Beach
offers  more  than  just
stunning  shorelines.  It
is a vibrant community
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with  a  rich  history,  a
dynamic  cu l inary
scene, and a calendar
full of events that cater
to  a l l  ages.  In  th is
guide, we will walk you
through  the  essential
d e t a i l s  t h a t  w i l l
transform  a  simple
v a c a t i o n  i n t o  a n
e x t r a o r d i n a r y
experience. Let us dive
into  what  makes  this
slice  of  paradise  so
special  and  how  you
can make the most of
your time here.

WHY PANAMA CITY
BEACH IS A MUST-
VISIT
DESTINATION

Panama  City  Beach
stands  out  among
F l o r i d a  b e a c h
destinations for several
compelling  reasons.
First,  the beaches are
exceptionally  clean
and  wide,  providing
a m p l e  s p a c e  f o r
everyone. The water is

famously  calm  and
clear,  making  it  ideal
f o r  s w i m m i n g ,
paddleboarding,  and
kayaking.  Beyond  the
beach,  you  will  find  a
welcoming  community
that  values  hospitality
and offers a wide range
of activities that go far
beyond the shoreline.
Another  significant
d raw  i s  the  sheer
d i v e r s i t y  o f
experiences  available.
You  can  spend  the
morning hiking through
coastal dune lakes, the
afternoon  parasailing
over the Gulf, and the
evening enjoying fresh
seafood at a waterfront
restaurant. This variety
ensures  that  every
member of your travel
group  finds  something
to  love,  which  is  why
this Panama City Beach
V i s i t o r s  G u i d e
emphasizes planning a
balanced itinerary.
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BEST TIMES TO
VISIT PANAMA
CITY BEACH

Understanding  the
seasonal  rhythms  of
Panama City Beach can
significantly  enhance
your  vacation.  The
weather  is  generally
warm  and  pleasant,
but each season brings
its own unique flavor.

Spring:
March to
May
Spring  is  a  fantastic
t ime  to  vis it  i f  you
e n j o y  m i l d
temperatures  and
fewer  crowds.  The
weather  is  warm  but
not  excessively  hot,
and  the  water  begins
to warm up nicely. This
is  also the season for
spring  break,  which

b r i n g s  a  l i v e l y ,
energetic  atmosphere
to certain parts of the
beach. However, if you
p r e f e r  a  q u i e t e r
experience,  visiting  in
late April  or  May offers
a  perfect  balance  of
good  weather  and
relaxed  vibes.

Summer:
June to
August
S u m m e r  i s  p e a k
season,  characterized
by hot, sunny days and
warm  Gu l f  waters
perfect  for  swimming.
This is the busiest time
of  year,  so  booking
accommodations  and
dining  reservations
well in advance is wise.
Expect  crowds,  but
also  expect  the  full
energy  of  the  beach
with  plenty  of  events,
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live music, and family-
friendly  activities.
Summer  afternoons
of ten  br ing  br ie f ,
r e f r e s h i n g
thunderstorms  that
pass  quickly.

Fall:
Septemb
er to
Novembe
r
Many locals will tell you
that  fall  is  the  best-
kept secret for visiting.
The  weather  remains
warm,  especially  in
S e p t e m b e r  a n d
Oc tobe r ,  and  the
summer  crowds  have
dissipated.  The  water
is still warm enough for
swimming, and you will
often  find  better  deals
on lodging. Fall is also

a prime time for fishing
a n d  e n j o y i n g  t h e
quieter  side  of  the
beach.

Winter:
Decembe
r to
February
Winter  is  the  quietest
season,  with  cooler
temperatures  that  are
still  mild  compared to
much  of  the  country.
While swimming might
be  less  appealing  to
some, winter is perfect
for  long,  peaceful
walks  on  the  beach,
birdwatching,  and
e n j o y i n g  w i n t e r
festivals.  You  will  find
excellent  off-season
rates  and  a  serene
atmosphere that many
visitors cherish.



Panama City Beach Visitors Guide 5

5

TOP ATTRACTIONS
AND ACTIVITIES IN
PANAMA CITY
BEACH

Your  Panama  C i ty
Beach  Visitors  Guide
would  be  incomplete
without  highlighting
t h e  i n c r e d i b l e
attractions  that  make
this  area  so  special.
Here are some of  the
top  experiences  you
simply  cannot  miss.

Pier Park:
Shopping,
Dining,
and
Entertain
ment
Pier Park is the heart of
Panama  City  Beach’s

entertainment  district.
This sprawling open-air
complex features a mix
of  national  retailers,
unique boutiques,  and
a fantastic selection of
restaurants.  It  is  also
home  to  attractions
like a movie theater, a
bowling alley, and live
music venues. Whether
you  are  looking  for  a
n e w  s w i m s u i t ,  a
souvenir, or a delicious
meal,  Pier  Park has it
all.  The atmosphere is
l ive ly  and  fami ly -
friendly, with fountains
and  seat ing  areas
where  you  can  relax
and people-watch.

St.
Andrews
State
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Park:
Nature at

Its Finest
For  those  who  love
nature,  St.  Andrews
S t a t e  P a r k  i s  a n
absolute must. Located
at  the eastern  end of
the  beach,  this  park
offers  pristine,
uncrowded  beaches,
nature  t ra i l s ,  and
excellent  snorkeling
opportunities.  The
jetties  are  a  fantastic
spot to see a variety of
marine  life,  including
sea  turtles,  rays,  and
colorful  fish.  You  can
also  rent  kayaks  or
p a d d l e b o a r d s  t o
explore  the  protected
bay area.  The park  is
well-maintained  and
provides  a  peaceful
escape from the busier
beachfront areas.

Shell
Island: A
Pristine
Barrier
Island
Accessible  only  by
boat,  Shell  Island is  a
s e v e n - m i l e - l o n g
undeveloped  barrier
island that feels like a
deserted paradise. The
waters  around  the
island  are  incredibly
clear, and the beaches
are  covered  in  shells.
This is an ideal spot for
a  half-day  or  full-day
adventure.  Several
tour  operators  offer
trips  to  the  island,
including  dolphin-
watching  excursions
and snorkeling tours. It
i s  a  t rue  gem  that
showcases the natural
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beauty of the Emerald
Coast.

Gulf
World
Marine
Park
Perfect  for  families,
Gulf World Marine Park
offers  up-close
e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h
dolphins, sea lions, and
other  marine  animals.
The  park  features
educational shows and
interactive experiences
that are both fun and
informative.  You  can
even  book  a  dolphin
swim  program  for  an
unforgettable memory.
It  is  a well-run facility
t h a t  e m p h a s i z e s
conservat ion  and
animal  care.

Shipwrec
k Island
Waterpar
k
W h e n  y o u  n e e d  a
break  from the  sandy
b e a c h ,  h e a d  t o
Sh ipwreck  I s l and
W a t e r p a r k .  T h i s
expansive  waterpark
offers  slides,  wave
pools,  lazy rivers,  and
a  dedicated  area  for
younger children. It is a
great  way  to  cool  off
and add some variety
to your beach vacation.
The park is clean, well-
staffed,  and  offers
p l e n t y  o f  s h a d e d
seating  areas.

EXPLORING THE
BEST BEACHES

While  all  of  Panama
City Beach is beautiful,
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certain  areas  have
the i r  own  un ique
c h a r m .  H e r e  i s  a
breakdown of the best
b e a c h  s p o t s  t o
consider  during  your
stay.

The
Central
Beachfro
nt
This is the most lively
and  bustling  stretch,
located near Pier Park
and the main strip. It is
perfect  for  those  who
enjoy  being  in  the
middle  of  the  action,
with  easy  access  to
restaurants, shops, and
entertainment.  The
beach here is wide and
well-maintained,  with
ample  public  access
points.

Front
Beach
Road vs.
Thomas
Drive
Front  Beach  Road  is
the  main  artery  lined
with  hotels,  condos,
and  attractions.  It  is
busy  but  convenient.
Thomas Drive, running
parallel,  offers  a
s l i g h t l y  q u i e t e r
alternative  with  many
resorts  and  a  more
relaxed pace. Choosing
where  to  stay  along
these  roads  depends
on your preference for
e n e r g y  v e r s u s
tranquil ity.
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St.
Andrews

Beaches
The  beaches  near  St.
Andrews State Park are
less  crowded  and  offer
a more natural setting.
T h e  w a t e r  i s
exceptionally  clear
here,  and  the  dunes
are pristine.  This  area
is ideal for families who
want  a  quieter  beach
d a y  o r  f o r  t h o s e
interested in exploring
the park’s facilities.

Laguna
Beach
and

Sunnysid
e Beach
These  neighborhoods
to the west of the main
strip  offer  a  more
residential  feel  with
beautiful,  uncrowded
beaches.  They  are
perfect  for  a  quieter
vacation  while  stil l
being just a short drive
f r o m  t h e  m a i n
attract ions.  Many
vacation  rentals  in
these areas  provide a
home-away-from-home
experience.

DINING: A
CULINARY
JOURNEY ALONG
THE COAST

One  o f  the  joys  o f
visiting  Panama  City
Beach is the incredible
dining  scene.  From
fresh-off-the-boat
s e a f o o d  t o
international  cuisine,
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there is something for
every  palate.  This
Panama  City  Beach
V i s i t o r s  G u i d e
recommends exploring
beyond  the  cha in
restaurants to discover
the  true  flavors  of  the
region.

Fresh
Seafood
Experienc
es
You  cannot  visit  the
Gulf  Coast  without
indulg ing  in  f resh
seafood. Look for local
spots  that  serve  gulf
s h r i m p ,  o y s t e r s ,
grouper,  and  snapper.
Many  restaurants  offer
casual dockside dining
where  you  can  enjoy
your meal with a view
of the water. Be sure to
try the local specialty:

fried  green  tomatoes
and  a  classic  seafood
platter.

Internatio
nal and
Fusion
Options
While seafood is  king,
Panama  City  Beach
also boasts a surprising
variety of international
cuisine.  You  will  find
excellent  Mexican,
Ital ian,  Asian,  and
Caribbean  restaurants.
M a n y  c h e f s  a r e
incorporating  local
ingredients  into  global
dishes,  creat ing  a
u n i q u e  f u s i o n
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t
reflects  the  area’s
diverse  influences.
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Casual
Eats and
Beachsid

e Snacks
For  a  relaxed  meal,
head  to  one  of  the
many  beachside  bars
and grills. These spots
a r e  p e r f e c t  f o r
grabbing  a  burger,  a
fish  taco,  or  a  cold
drink  while  watching
the sunset. Many have
live music  and a laid-
back  vibe  that  defines
the  beach  lifestyle.

ACCOMMODATION
OPTIONS FOR
EVERY TRAVELER

Finding the right place
to stay is crucial for a
successful  vacation.
Panama  City  Beach
offers  a  wide  range  of
accommodations  to  fit

every  budget  and
preference.

Beachfro
nt Hotels
and
Resorts
F o r  t h e  u l t i m a t e
convenience, choose a
beachfront  hotel  or
resort.  Many  offer
direct  beach  access,
pools,  and  on-s i te
d i n i n g .  T h e s e
properties  range  from
budget-fr iendly  to
luxurious,  so  you  can
find  something  that
matches  your  style.
Popular choices include
major  hotel  chains  as
well  as  locally  owned
boutique resorts.
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Vacation
Rentals
and

Condos
Renting  a  condo  or
vacation  home  is  a
fantastic  option  for
families or groups. You
get more space, a full
kitchen,  and  often  a
private  balcony  with
ocean  views.  Many
c o n d o m i n i u m
complexes  offer
amenities  like  pools,
tennis  courts,  and
b a r b e c u e  a r e a s .
Websites  like  Airbnb
a n d  V r b o  h a v e
extensive  listings  in
Panama  City  Beach.

Budget-

Friendly
Options
If you are traveling on
a  budget,  there  are
plenty  of  motels  and
inns  located  a  short
walk or drive from the
beach.  These  options
a r e  c l e a n  a n d
comfortable,  allowing
you to spend more of
y o u r  m o n e y  o n
activities  and  dining.
Staying a little further
from the main strip can
also  offer  significant
savings.

FAMILY-FRIENDLY
FUN BEYOND THE
BEACH

Panama City Beach is a
top  destination  for
families,  and  there  is
n o  s h o r t a g e  o f
act iv i t ies  to  keep
children  of  all  ages
entertained.
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Mini-golf
courses: The
area has several
themed mini-golf
courses that are
fun for the whole
family.
Go-kart tracks
and arcades:
You will find
multiple
entertainment
centers with go-
karts, bumper
boats, and video
arcades.
Dolphin
cruises: Several
companies offer
boat tours that
guarantee
dolphin
sightings, often
with added
features like
glass-bottom
viewing.
ZooWorld
Zoological
Conservatory:
A smaller, family-
friendly zoo

where kids can
see and learn
about a variety
of animals.
Nature walks:
The Conservation
Park offers miles
of boardwalks
and trails
through beautiful
wetlands and
pine forests.

OUTDOOR
ADVENTURES AND
WATER SPORTS

For the active traveler,
Panama City Beach is a
playground of  outdoor
adventures.  The calm,
c l e a r  w a t e r s  a r e
perfect for a variety of
water sports.

Kayaking
and
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Paddlebo
arding
The coastal dune lakes
and  protected  bays
offer  ideal  conditions
f o r  k a y a k i n g  a n d
paddleboarding.  You
can  exp lore  qu iet
waterways,  observe
wildlife,  and  enjoy  a
peaceful  workout.
Rentals are available at
many  locations  along
the beach.

Snorkelin
g and
Diving
The Gulf waters around
Panama  City  Beach
offer  some  of  the  best

snorkeling  and  diving
in  Florida.  The artificial
reefs and natural rock
formations are home to
a  d iverse  array  of
marine  life.  Guided
tours are available for
both  beginners  and
experienced  divers.

Fishing
Charters
Fishing is a way of life
here. You can charter a
boat  for  deep-sea
fishing  in  the  Gulf  or
try your luck from one
of the many piers. The
waters  are  teeming
with  species  like  red
snapper,  grouper,  and
mackerel.  Even if  you
are not an experienced
angler,  many  charters
cater to beginners


