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UNDERSTANDING SOCIETY THROUGH A TRUSTED LENS: SOCIOLOGY IN OUR TIMES
10TH EDITION

Sociology provides a unique and vital framework for understanding the world we inhabit. It moves
beyond individual experiences to examine the broader social forces that shape our lives, from family
structures  and  educational  systems  to  economic  inequality  and  cultural  norms.  For  students
embarking  on  this  intellectual  journey,  the  choice  of  textbook  can  significantly  influence  their
engagement and comprehension. Sociology In Our Times 10th Edition by Diana Kendall stands
out  as  a  comprehensive  and  accessible  resource  that  bridges  classic  sociological  theory  with
contemporary  relevance.  This  edition  continues  to  refine  its  approach,  ensuring  that  learners  not
only grasp foundational concepts but also see their immediate application in the world around them.

What Makes the 10th Edition Distinctive?
Each new edition of a major textbook carries the responsibility of staying current with a rapidly
changing social landscape. The 10th edition of Sociology In Our Times is no exception. It reflects
recent  societal  shifts,  including the profound impacts  of  the COVID-19 pandemic,  the ongoing
conversations about racial and social justice, and the accelerating influence of digital technology on
human  interaction.  Rather  than  simply  updating  statistics,  Kendall  carefully  integrates  these
developments into the core narrative of each chapter. This allows students to analyze current events
through a sociological lens, such as understanding pandemic-related social distancing through the
framework of symbolic interactionism or examining wealth disparities through conflict theory.
The book retains its hallmark emphasis on diversity and social inequality, exploring how race, class,
gender,  and  sexual  orientation  intersect  to  shape  individual  life  chances.  This  intersectional
approach is not an add-on but a central organizing principle, encouraging critical thinking about
privilege,  power,  and social  stratification.  For  instructors,  this  edition  offers  enhanced pedagogical
tools,  including updated "Sociology in  Everyday Life"  boxes and revised end-of-chapter  review
materials that align with modern learning outcomes.

Core Themes and Sociological
Perspectives
FOUNDATIONAL THEORIES APPLIED TO MODERN ISSUES

A strong textbook must make theory tangible. Sociology In Our Times 10th Edition excels at
demonstrating  how  the  three  major  sociological  perspectives—functionalism,  conflict  theory,  and
symbolic interactionism—are not just abstract concepts but living tools for analysis. For example,
when discussing education, the book contrasts the functionalist view of schooling as a means of
social  integration  with  the  conflict  perspective  that  highlights  how  educational  systems  can
reproduce existing class inequalities. Symbolic interactionism is then used to explore the micro-level
dynamics within classrooms, such as teacher expectations and labeling. This layered approach helps
students appreciate the multidimensional nature of social life, moving beyond simple cause-and-
effect thinking.

AN UNWAVERING FOCUS ON SOCIAL INEQUALITY

Few  subjects  are  as  pressing  in  the  twenty-first  century  as  social  inequality.  The  10th  edition
dedicates substantial coverage to this topic, examining it through the lenses of global stratification,
racial and ethnic inequality, gender disparities, and ageism. Chapters are updated with the latest
census  data,  poverty  rates,  and  income  distribution  figures,  providing  an  empirical  foundation  for
discussions about the shrinking middle class, the racial wealth gap, and the feminization of poverty.
The text encourages students to consider not only the structural causes of inequality but also the
lived experiences of those affected. By including diverse voices and perspectives, the book avoids a
detached, purely statistical portrayal of social problems.

GLOBALIZATION AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

In an increasingly interconnected world, understanding global dynamics is essential. Sociology In
Our Times 10th Edition offers robust coverage of globalization, examining its economic, political,
and cultural dimensions. Students learn about the rise of multinational corporations, the global
division of labor, and the spread of consumer culture. The book also addresses the backlash against
globalization,  including the  resurgence of  nationalism and anti-immigrant  sentiment  in  various
countries. This global perspective helps students situate local issues within a larger international
context, fostering a more nuanced understanding of events from trade wars to migration flows.

Pedagogical Features That Enhance
Learning
ACTIVE LEARNING AND CRITICAL THINKING

The layout of the 10th edition is designed to promote active engagement rather than passive
reading. Each chapter opens with clear learning objectives that guide the student through the
material. "Thinking Critically" questions are strategically placed to prompt reflection on controversial
or thought-provoking topics. For instance, after a section on deviance and crime, students might be
asked  to  critically  evaluate  the  effectiveness  of  punitive  versus  rehabilitative  approaches.  These
questions do not have simple right or wrong answers, encouraging deeper analysis and classroom
discussion.  The  "Sociology  in  Everyday  Life"  boxes  are  particularly  effective,  featuring  real-world
scenarios that invite students to apply sociological concepts to their own experiences, such as
analyzing the social norms governing behavior on public transportation.

VISUAL SOCIOLOGY AND DATA LITERACY

Understanding data is a core skill in any social science. The textbook incorporates numerous tables,
graphs,  and  infographics  that  present  complex  information  in  an  accessible  format.  More

importantly, the 10th edition emphasizes visual sociology, teaching students how to "read" images
critically. Photographs, advertisements, and even architectural designs are analyzed as texts that
reveal  underlying social  values,  power  relations,  and cultural  assumptions.  A  photograph of  a
protest, for example, is examined not just as a record of an event but as a site where meanings are
constructed and contested. This visual literacy component is increasingly important in a media-
saturated age.

COMPREHENSIVE CHAPTER STRUCTURE

Each chapter follows a consistent and logical structure designed to reinforce learning. The sequence
typically begins with a compelling personal story or anecdote that illustrates the chapter's main
theme, drawing the reader in before introducing abstract theory. Key terms are bolded and defined
in the margins, making it easy for students to build a sociological vocabulary. The end-of-chapter
materials include a summary, a list of key terms, critical thinking questions, and suggestions for
further reading. This structure supports both students who are new to sociology and those preparing
for exams, as the materials facilitate review and self-assessment.

Why This Edition Matters for Students and
Instructors
RELEVANCE IN A CHANGING WORLD

A textbook is only as valuable as its ability to speak to the present moment. Sociology In Our
Times 10th Edition does this by weaving contemporary examples throughout its pages. Students
reading about the family will encounter discussions of same-sex marriage, cohabitation trends, and
the impact of the gig economy on work-life balance. When covering social movements, the book
draws on recent mobilization efforts  like the Women's March and climate activism, analyzing their
strategies, successes, and limitations. This immediacy helps students see sociology not as a static
discipline but as a dynamic field that evolves alongside society itself.

SUPPORT FOR DIVERSE LEARNING STYLES

The  10th  edition  recognizes  that  students  learn  in  different  ways.  The  written  text  is  clear  and
engaging,  but  the  book  also  offers  a  wealth  of  visual  and  interactive  resources.  Online  platforms
accompanying the textbook provide video clips,  interactive quizzes,  and simulations that allow
students to experiment with sociological concepts. For example, a simulation might ask students to
allocate  a  household  budget  under  different  income  constraints,  helping  them  internalize  the
structural constraints of poverty. These resources cater to auditory, visual, and kinesthetic learners,
making the material more accessible to a wider audience.

AN INVITATION TO SOCIOLOGICAL THINKING

Perhaps the greatest strength of Sociology In Our Times 10th Edition is its ability to inspire what
C. Wright Mills called the "sociological imagination"—the capacity to connect personal troubles with
public issues. The book consistently encourages students to see their own lives as shaped by larger
historical  and  social  forces.  A  chapter  on  healthcare,  for  instance,  moves  from the  individual
experience of  illness  to  the systemic  problems of  healthcare access,  insurance coverage,  and
medical  inequality.  This perspective is  empowering because it  reveals that many problems we
experience as personal failings—debt, unemployment, stress—have structural roots that can be
addressed through collective action and policy change. The textbook thus serves not only as an
academic resource but as a tool for developing civic awareness and social responsibility.

Key Areas of Coverage in the 10th Edition
The Sociological Perspective: C. Wright Mills, Peter Berger, and the development of
sociological thinking
Research Methods: Surveys, experiments, participant observation, and ethical
considerations in social research
Culture: Material and non-material culture, cultural diversity, ethnocentrism, and cultural
relativism
Socialization: Theories of self-development (Cooley, Mead, Goffman), agents of socialization,
and resocialization
Social Interaction: Dramaturgy, ethnomethodology, nonverbal communication, and
impression management
Groups and Organizations: Types of groups, group dynamics, bureaucracy, and the iron law
of oligarchy
Deviance and Crime: Strain theory, labeling theory, differential association, and the criminal
justice system
Stratification: Class systems, social mobility, the Davis-Moore thesis, and critiques of
stratification
Race and Ethnicity: Prejudice, discrimination, racism, assimilation, and pluralism
Gender and Sexuality: The social construction of gender, sexism, gender inequality, and
LGBTQ+ issues
Family and Religion: Changing family structures, marriage trends, religious affiliation, and
secularization
Education and Healthcare: The functions of education, school inequality, the medical
model, and health disparities
Politics and Economy: Power, authority, political systems, capitalism, and the global
economy
Social Change: Theories of social change, social movements, modernization, and
environmental sociology

Practical Applications Beyond the
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Classroom
The knowledge gained from Sociology In Our Times 10th Edition extends far beyond academic
settings. Students who engage with this material develop critical thinking skills that are valuable in
any career, from business and law to social work and public policy. Understanding social structures
helps  professionals  navigate  diverse  workplaces,  communicate  more  effectively  with  colleagues
from  different  backgrounds,  and  analyze  organizational  dynamics.  For  those  pursuing  graduate
studies in sociology or related fields,  this textbook provides a solid foundation of key theories and
research findings. Moreover, the sociological perspective cultivated by this book equips individuals
to be more informed citizens, capable of evaluating political rhetoric, understanding social problems,
and participating meaningfully in democratic processes.

A Balanced and Objective Approach
One of the hallmarks of Kendall's writing is her commitment to presenting multiple viewpoints fairly.
While the book clearly advocates for social  justice and equality, it  does not lecture or dismiss
opposing  perspectives.  Instead,  it  presents  sociological  research  and  theory  as  tools  for
understanding, allowing students to draw their own conclusions. Debates within the discipline, such

as  the  tension  between  structural  and  agency-based  explanations,  are  presented  honestly,
encouraging students to grapple with complexity. This balanced approach builds trust with readers
and models the kind of open-minded inquiry that lies at the heart of the academic enterprise.

Conclusion: A Foundation for Lifelong
Learning
Sociology In Our Times 10th Edition is more than just a textbook; it is an invitation to see the
world  differently.  By  combining  rigorous  scholarship  with  accessible  writing,  Diana  Kendall  has
created a resource that serves both the novice and the more experienced student of society. The
book's emphasis on sociological  imagination,  its  timely updates,  and its  wealth of  pedagogical
features make it an excellent choice for introductory sociology courses. Students who complete this
course will not only have memorized key concepts and theories; they will have developed a new way
of thinking about their own lives and the social world they share with others. In an era of rapid
change and persistent  inequality,  the insights  offered by this  book are more necessary than ever.
Whether used in a traditional classroom or an online learning environment, Sociology In Our
Times 10th Edition provides the tools needed to analyze, understand, and ultimately engage with
the complex social realities of our time.


