The Canterville Ghost Summary Chapter
Wise 1

The Canterville
Ghost Summary
Chapter Wise

The

Canterville

Ghost Downloaded from
Summary everybodystreet.com

Chapter Wise by Foley & Marissa

INTRODUCTION: A
TIMELESS TALE OF
THE
SUPERNATURAL
AND THE MODERN
WORLD

Oscar Wilde's The
Canterville Ghost is a
beloved novella that
masterfully blends a
classic ghost story with
sharp wit, satire, and a
touch of heartfelt
emotion. First
published in 1887, the
story remains a staple
in literature classes

and reading lists
around the world. For
students, casual
readers, and literary
enthusiasts alike, a
Canterville Ghost
summary chapter
wise offers a
structured way to
appreciate Wilde's
clever narrative.
Rather than a terrifying
tale of horror, Wilde
presents a comedic
clash between an
ancient, dramatic spirit
and a practical, no-
nonsense American
family. This unique
approach makes the
story both entertaining
and thought-provoking.
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In this article, we will
explore each chapter in
detail, highlighting key
events, character
developments, and the
underlying themes that
make this novella a
timeless classic. By
breaking down the
story chapter by
chapter, we can fully
understand how Wilde
uses humor, irony, and
pathos to create a
narrative that is as
amusing as it is
moving.

Whether you are
studying for an exam
or simply revisiting a
favorite story, a
comprehensive

Canterville Ghost
summary chapter
wise will provide
valuable insight into
the plot, characters,
and Oscar Wilde's
signature style. Let us
begin our journey into
Canterville Chase,
where the supernatural

meets the unshakeable
confidence of the
American spirit.

CHAPTER 1: THE
ARRIVAL OF THE
OTIS FAMILY

The story opens with
the American Minister
to England, Mr. Hiram
B. Otis, deciding to
purchase Canterville
Chase, a centuries-old
English country house.
Despite the clear
warning from the
estate’s current owner,
Lord Canterville, that
the house is haunted
by the ghost of Sir
Simon de Canterville,
Mr. Otis dismisses the
notion entirely. He
famously declares that
he will take the
furniture as well as the
ghost, as he comes
from a modern country
where such things are
not to be believed in.
This sets the stage for
the central conflict: the
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clash between old-
world superstition and
new-world rationalism.

Key
Events in
Chapter 1

¢ The Purchase:
Mr. Otis buys
Canterville Chase
despite being
warned about
the ghost.

e Lord
Canterville’s
Warning: The
previous owner
explains that the
ghost has been a
fixture for
centuries, but
Mr. Otis remains
unimpressed.

e Family
Introduction:
We meet the Otis
family: Mr. and
Mrs. Otis, their

eldest son
Washington,
their daughter
Virginia, and the
mischievous twin
boys.

The Bloodstain:
Upon arriving,
Mrs. Otis notices
a faint red stain
on the floor,
which the
housekeeper,
Mrs. Umney,
explains is the
blood of Lady
Eleanore de
Canterville,
murdered by her
husband Sir
Simon in 1575.
Mrs. Otis’s
Practicality:
When the stain
appears again
after being
cleaned, Mrs.
Otis simply
recommends
using a patent
stain remover
called



ATTEMPTStATS
Champion Stain
Remover and
Paragon
Detergent.”

This chapter
immediately
establishes the central
joke: the ghost is a
source of
inconvenience rather
than terror for the Otis
family. The bloodstain
becomes a recurring
symbol of the ancient
crime, but it is treated
with American
ingenuity rather than
reverence. In any
Canterville Ghost
summary chapter
wise, this opening
chapter is crucial as it
sets the humorous and
satirical tone that will
persist throughout the
story.

CHAPTER 2: SIR
SIMON'’S FIRST

HAUNTING

Sir Simon de
Canterville, the ghost,
is deeply offended by
the family’'s lack of
fear. He has been
haunting the Chase for
over three centuries
with great success,
terrifying previous
residents with rattling
chains, ghastly
appearances, and
blood-curdling groans.
However, the Otis
family responds to his
antics with complete
indifference or, worse,
practical solutions.

The
Ghost’s
Failed
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Terrors

1. The Clanking

Chain: Sir Simon
makes his first
appearance,
walking through
the house
dragging a set of
heavy, rusty
chains. Instead of
screaming, Mr.
Otis calmly offers
him a bottle of
Doctor’s
Universal
Tammany
Rising Sun
Lubricator to oil
his chains, which
he finds
unnecessarily
noisy.

. The Bloodstain
Returns: The
ghost attempts
to reinforce the
bloodstain, but
Washington Otis
continues to
remove it with

the patent
cleaner.

. The Twin’s

Assault: The
mischievous twin
boys, who have
no fear of the
supernatural, set
up traps for the
ghost, including
a pea-shooter
and string across
the corridor.

Sir Simon’s
frustration
grows. He is used
to being a figure
of terror, but
here he s
treated as a
nuisance. The
chapter
emphasizes the
cultural gap
between the
dramatic,
romantic English
ghost and the
pragmatic,
unimpressed
American family.
A detailed



Canterville
Ghost summary
chapter wise
must highlight
this humorous
inversion of the
typical ghost
story, where the
haunted become
the haunters,
and the ghost
becomes the
victim.

CHAPTER 3:
THE GHOST'’S
DESPAIR AND
THE OTIS
FAMILY’S
INDIFFERENC
E

Sir Simon’s pride
is wounded. He
begins to feel old
and ineffective.
This chapter
shows the
ghost’s
emotional
vulnerability, a
key element that

distinguishes
Wilde’'s story
from a simple
parody. The
ghost tries new,
more elaborate
disguises,
including
appearing as a
headless ghost
and as a
skeleton, but
each attempt is
met with
laughter,
indifference, or
countermeasures
from the Otis
family.

Notabl
e
Inciden
ts

e The
Headless
Ghost: Sir
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Simon rest of the
dresses as family is
a headless amused by
corpse, but the ghost’s
the twins failures,
have Virginia
already begins to
prepared a feel a
trap with a twinge of
bucket of sympathy
water. The for him.
ghost is She is the
drenched most
and sensitive
humiliated. member of
The the family,
Skeleton and she
Disguise: senses his
He tries to sadness
frighten beneath
the family the
by theatricalit
appearing y.
asa This chapter
skeleton, marks a turning
but the point in the
twins are narrative. The
merely ghost is no
amused. longer just a
Virginia’s comic figure; he
Kindness: becomes a

While the

somewhat



pitiable
character. The
Canterville
Ghost summary
chapter wise
approach allows
readers to see
this shift clearly.
The family’s
relentless
practicality
begins to break
Sir Simon'’s spirit,
and his haunting
attempts become
less about terror
and more about
a desperate need
to be
acknowledged.

CHAPTER 4:
THE GHOST’S
ILLNESS AND
THE FAMILY’S
ROUTINE

Sir Simon
becomes ill, both
physically and
emotionally. He
is unable to
sleep, and his

confidence is
shattered. The
Otis family,
meanwhile,
continues with
their daily lives,
largely ignoring
the ghost. Mrs.
Otis even
considers
sending for the
ghost to be
exorcised, but
the local rector
declines, saying
the ghost has
never harmed
anyone.

This chapter is
relatively short
but important. It
shows the
ghost’s decline
into a state of
despair. He
begins to doubt
his own abilities
and his place in
the world. The
family’s

indifference is far
more  effective

The Canterville Ghost Summary 2023-09-26

Chapter Wise



The Canterville Ghost Summary Chapter

Wise

than any act of
exorcism could
be. A thorough
Canterville

Ghost summary
chapter wise
should note how
the ghost’s
physical ailments
mirror his
psychological
state. He is an
anachronism, a
remnant of a
bygone era that
no longer values
his kind of
dramatic flair.

CHAPTER 5:
THE GHOST
AND VIRGINIA
- A MEETING
OF HEARTS

This is arguably
the most
important

chapter in the
entire novella.
Virginia, the
gentle and kind-
hearted daughter

of the Otis
family,

encounters the
ghost in person.
Unlike her
brothers, she
does not mock
him or try to trap
him. Instead, she
talks to him with
genuine curiosity
and compassion.

The
Dialog
ue
Betwee
N
Virgini
a and
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Sir
Simon

* The
Ghost'’s
Lament:
Sir Simon
opens up
to Virginia,
explaining
his three
hundred
years of
haunting
and his
deep
exhaustion
. He
reveals
that he
cannot
sleep or
rest
because of
the sins of
his past.

e The

Garden of
Death:
The ghost

tells
Virginia
about the
Garden of
Death, a
place
where the
dead can
finally find
peace.
However,
he cannot
reach it
because he
has not
been
forgiven for
murdering
his wife.
Virginia’s
Tears:
Moved by
his story,
Virginia
sheds a
tear. The
ghost is
deeply
touched,
as this is
the first
genuine
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emotion he
has
received
from
anyone in
the family.
* The
Condition
for Peace:
The ghost
explains
that only a
pure-
hearted
person can
pray for
him and
allow him
to pass
into the
Garden of
Death. He
asks
Virginia to
help him.
This chapter
transforms the
story from a
comedy into a
poignant allegory
about
forgiveness,

11

redemption, and
the power of
compassion.
Virginia’'s
empathy bridges
the gap between
the living and the
dead, the old
world and the
new. A complete
Canterville
Ghost summary
chapter wise
must highlight
this chapter as
the emotional
core of the story.
It is where Oscar
Wilde shifts from

satire to
sentiment,
showing his

mastery of both
tones.

CHAPTER 6:
THE GHOST’S
DEPARTURE
AND
VIRGINIA’S
DISAPPEARAN




CE

After her
conversation
with the ghost,
Virginia agrees
to help him. She
prays for his
soul, and in
doing so, she
promises to
follow him to the
Garden of Death.
The ghost tells
her that she will
not be harmed,
and that she will
see him one last
time. Virginia
vanishes from
the house,
causing great
alarm among her
family. Search
parties are sent
out, but she is
not found.

The

Family’
S Panic

e Search
Efforts:
The family
searches
the house
and
grounds
but cannot
find
Virginia.

e Sir
Simon’s
Final Act:
The ghost,
now at
peace,
appears to
Virginia
and guides
her
through
the wall
into a
secret
chamber
where the
skeleton of
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Sir Simon tales and
lies mythological
chained. journeys. The
e The Canterville
Return: Ghost summary
After a chapter wise
period of structure shows
time, how the
Virginia narrative moves
reappears, from a light-
looking hearted comedy
pale but into a deeper,
serene. almost spiritual
She tells realm. The
her family family’s frantic
that the search for
ghost is Virginia
dead and emphasizes their
that she love for her,
has seen even as they
him enter have been
the Garden largely
of Death. dismissive of the
This chapter is supernatural.
filled with
mystery and a CHAPTER 7:
sense of THE LEGACY
resolution. The AND THE
disappearance MEANING OF
and return of IT ALL

Virginia echo
elements of fairy

13

The final chapter
ties up the story



with a sense of
peace and
reflection.  The
skeleton of Sir
Simon is
discovered in the
secret chamber,
chained to the
wall. It is given a
proper Christian
burial, and the
bloodstain on the
floor finally
disappears for
good. Lord
Canterville

returns to the
house and is
amazed by the
change in
atmosphere. The
haunting is over.

Key
Conclu
sions

e The
Burial: Sir
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Simon’s
remains
are buried
in a corner
of the
churchyard
, with a
simple
ceremony
attended
by Virginia.
The Gift:
Lord
Canterville
offers
Virginia a
casket of
beautiful
jewels that
belonged
to the
Canterville
family. She
initially
refuses,
but Lord
Canterville
insists,
saying it is
a gift from
the ghost
himself.
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e The Final death, and
Conversat that love
ion: Mr. and
Otis asks forgiveness
Virginia are the
about her most
time with powerful
the ghost. forces in
She the world.
reveals This chapter
that the brings the
ghost has narrative to a
found satisfying close.
peace and The Canterville
that she Ghost summary
now chapter wise
understand conclusion shows
s the that the story is
meaning of not just a
life and comedy but a
death in a meditation on
deeper mortality, grace,
way. and the value of
* The compassion. The
Moral: The ghost, who
story ends began as a figure
with of ridicule, ends
Virginia as a symbol of
reflecting redemption,
that it is thanks to the
foolish to simple kindness
be afraid of of a child.

15



16

ANALYSIS OF
THEMES AND
SYMBOLISM
IN THE
NOVELLA

While a
Canterville

Ghost summary
chapter wise is

useful for
understanding
the plot, it
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