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2008 FORD FOCUS CONSUMER REPORTS: A COMPREHENSIVE LOOK AT A COMPACT
ICON

When the automotive world looks back at the late 2000s, few compact cars command as much
attention from value-conscious buyers as the 2008 Ford Focus. For decades, the Ford Focus has
been  a  staple  of  American  driveways,  offering  a  blend  of  affordability,  practicality,  and  driving
dynamics that few competitors could match. But what does the 2008 Ford Focus Consumer Reports
data actually reveal? Is this model year a hidden gem, or one best left in the past? In this detailed
analysis, we will dive deep into the strengths, weaknesses, reliability scores, road test results, and
overall value of the 2008 Ford Focus, helping you decide if this compact car deserves a spot in your
garage. We will explore everything from engine performance and interior comfort to safety ratings
and long-term ownership costs, all through the lens of trusted Consumer Reports evaluations and
real-world owner feedback.

Overview of the 2008 Ford Focus
The 2008 Ford Focus arrived as part of the second generation of this popular compact nameplate,
which  had  been  redesigned  for  the  2005  model  year.  By  2008,  Ford  had  refined  the  Focus  into  a
mature,  well-rounded  offering.  The  2008  model  was  available  in  several  body  styles,  including  a
four-door sedan and a two-door coupe, and came in a variety of trim levels such as the S, SE, SES,
and the sporty ST. Under the hood, the 2008 Ford Focus featured a 2.0-liter Duratec four-cylinder
engine that produced 140 horsepower and 136 lb-ft of torque. This engine was paired with either a
five-speed manual transmission or a four-speed automatic.
What sets the 2008 Ford Focus apart in the compact segment is its European-inspired chassis
tuning. Unlike many of its competitors that prioritized soft rides over handling, the Focus offered a
genuinely  engaging  driving  experience.  The  suspension  setup,  which  included  a  control-blade
independent rear suspension, was a rarity in this class and provided excellent composure through
corners. This made the 2008 Ford Focus Consumer Reports road test scores particularly interesting,
as the publication has always valued handling and steering feel in its evaluations.

Consumer Reports Road Test Performance
According to historical data from Consumer Reports, the 2008 Ford Focus earned respectable scores
in road tests, though it did not quite reach the top tier of the compact segment. The publication
praised the Focus for its agile handling, responsive steering, and composed ride quality. Test drivers
noted that the car felt stable at highway speeds and was genuinely fun to drive on twisty back
roads.  The  independent  rear  suspension  was  highlighted  as  a  key  differentiator,  providing  better
traction and a more planted feel than many competitors with torsion-beam rear axles.
However, the 2008 Ford Focus Consumer Reports road test also pointed out some shortcomings. The
2.0-liter  engine,  while  adequate,  was  not  particularly  refined.  It  could  sound  coarse  when  pushed
hard, and acceleration was described as modest rather than sprightly. The four-speed automatic
transmission was a notable weak point, as it often felt indecisive and unresponsive compared to the
more  modern  units  found  in  rivals  like  the  Honda  Civic  or  Mazda3.  The  five-speed  manual
transmission was the preferred choice  for  enthusiasts,  offering crisp  shifts  and better  control  over
engine output.
Braking performance was generally solid, with short stopping distances from 60 mph. The cabin was
noted for being reasonably quiet at cruising speeds, though wind and road noise became more
apparent on coarse pavement. Fuel economy, as reported by Consumer Reports, was competitive
for the era, with the manual transmission achieving around 24 mpg city and 33 mpg highway in real-
world  testing.  The automatic  version  delivered slightly  lower  figures,  typically  around 22 mpg city
and 30 mpg highway.

Reliability and Owner Satisfaction
One of the most critical aspects of any used car purchase is reliability, and the 2008 Ford Focus
Consumer Reports reliability ratings tell a mixed story. On the positive side, the 2008 Focus earned
an average to above-average predicted reliability rating for its time. Many owners reported trouble-
free ownership experiences, with the engine and transmission proving to be durable over the long
haul.  The 2.0-liter  Duratec engine,  in  particular,  has  a  reputation for  longevity  when properly
maintained.
However, the 2008 Ford Focus is not without its known problem areas. Consumer Reports data,
combined with owner surveys, reveals several recurring issues that buyers should be aware of:

Engine mounts: The motor mounts on the 2008 Focus were prone to premature failure,
leading to excessive vibration and a rough idle. This is a relatively inexpensive fix but can be a
nuisance.
Power window regulators: Rear and front power window regulators were known to fail,
causing windows to become stuck or operate erratically.
Alternator failure: Some owners reported alternator failures, often resulting in a dead
battery or electrical system warnings.
Rear drum brakes: The rear drum brakes were not as durable as disc brakes and could wear
unevenly, leading to noise and reduced braking efficiency over time.
Steering system quirks: A small number of owners experienced issues with the power
steering system, including a whining noise or intermittent loss of assist.

Despite these issues, owner satisfaction for the 2008 Ford Focus was generally favorable. Consumer
Reports surveys indicated that most owners would buy the car again, citing its fun driving dynamics,
spacious interior, and affordable price point as key reasons. The Focus also scored well in terms of
predicted maintenance and repair costs, which were lower than some of its European and Asian
competitors.

Interior Comfort and Features
Step inside the 2008 Ford Focus, and you will find a cabin that prioritizes function over flair. While
the interior materials were not class-leading, they were durable and well-assembled. The seats were
comfortable for long drives, with adequate bolstering for both front and rear passengers. The 2008
Ford Focus Consumer Reports evaluations noted that the front seats offered good support,  though
some testers wished for more lumbar adjustment. Rear legroom was impressive for a compact car,
making it feasible to seat two adults comfortably in the back. Three adults would be a tight fit, but
that is typical for this segment.
The dashboard layout was straightforward and logical, with large, easy-to-read gauges and intuitive
climate controls. Available features included power windows, keyless entry, cruise control, and a six-
speaker audio system with an auxiliary input jack. Higher trim levels added features like a sunroof,
leather-wrapped steering wheel, and upgraded upholstery. The 2008 Ford Focus Consumer Reports
team appreciated the simplicity of the controls, noting that everything was within easy reach and
required minimal distraction to operate.
Cargo space was another strong point for the 2008 Focus. The sedan offered a generous 13.8 cubic
feet of trunk space, which was among the largest in the compact class. The coupe, while sacrificing
some rear headroom, still provided a usable trunk for everyday errands. The rear seats in both body
styles could be folded down to accommodate longer items, adding to the car's versatility.

Safety Ratings and Crash Test
Performance
Safety was a priority for Ford when developing the 2008 Focus, and the results from independent
testing agencies reflect this.  The 2008 Ford Focus performed well  in  crash tests conducted by the
National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration  (NHTSA)  and  the  Insurance  Institute  for  Highway
Safety (IIHS). NHTSA awarded the Focus four out of five stars for frontal and side crash protection,
which was competitive for its time. The IIHS rated the Focus as "Good" in its frontal offset crash test,
the highest possible score.
Standard safety features on the 2008 Ford Focus included dual front airbags, side-impact airbags for
the front seats, and side curtain airbags for both rows. Antilock brakes (ABS) were standard on most
trims, and traction control was available on higher-end models. The 2008 Ford Focus Consumer
Reports  safety  overview highlighted that  these features  were reasonably  comprehensive for  a
compact car in that era,  though electronic stability  control,  which is  now mandatory,  was not
standard  across  all  trims.  Buyers  looking  for  the  safest  possible  configuration  should  seek  out
models  equipped  with  ABS  and  traction  control.
One area where the Focus lagged behind some competitors was in its headlight performance.
Consumer Reports tests rated the headlights as fair, with limited visibility on low beams. This is a
common complaint among owners and is something to consider if you frequently drive at night or on
unlit roads.

Comparing the 2008 Ford Focus to Its
Rivals
To fully appreciate the 2008 Ford Focus Consumer Reports position in the market, it is helpful to
compare it  to its primary competitors: the Honda Civic, Toyota Corolla, Mazda3, and Chevrolet
Cobalt. Each of these cars offered a different blend of attributes, and the Focus stacked up well in
several key areas.
The  Honda  Civic  was  the  class  leader  in  terms  of  refinement,  interior  quality,  and  resale  value.
However, it was also more expensive to buy used and lacked the engaging driving experience of the
Focus.  The Toyota Corolla was the benchmark for  reliability  and fuel  economy, but its  driving
experience was numb and uninspiring. The Mazda3 was the Focus's closest rival in terms of driving
fun, offering sharp handling and a responsive engine. However, the Mazda3 had a smaller rear seat
and less cargo space than the Focus. The Chevrolet Cobalt was a well-rounded competitor but
suffered from a cheaper interior and less impressive build quality.
Where the 2008 Ford Focus truly  shined was in  its  value proposition.  It  offered a premium driving
experience at a price point that was often several thousand dollars lower than comparable Civics
and Corollas. The 2008 Ford Focus Consumer Reports cost-of-ownership analysis confirmed that the
Focus  was  one  of  the  more  affordable  compacts  to  maintain  and  insure,  making  it  an  excellent
choice  for  budget-conscious  buyers.

Common Modifications and Aftermarket
Support
One  of  the  enduring  appeals  of  the  2008  Ford  Focus  is  its  strong  aftermarket  community.
Enthusiasts  have  developed  a  wide  range  of  modifications  for  this  platform,  from  suspension
upgrades to engine performance parts. The 2008 Ford Focus Consumer Reports data does not
directly cover modifications, but the enthusiast community has been vocal about the car's potential.
Common upgrades include:

Cold air intakes and exhaust systems: These can add a few horsepower and improve1.
engine sound without sacrificing reliability.
Aftermarket suspension components: Lowering springs, performance shocks, and2.
upgraded sway bars can further enhance the already impressive handling.
Software tunes: ECU remapping can improve throttle response and overall drivability.3.
Wheel and tire upgrades: Lighter alloy wheels and high-performance tires can significantly4.
improve grip and steering feel.

For owners who simply want a reliable daily driver, the 2008 Ford Focus is a rewarding platform to
maintain and personalize. The availability of affordable parts and extensive online forums makes DIY
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maintenance accessible to even novice mechanics.

Fuel Economy and Real-World Driving
Fuel  efficiency  remains  a  top  priority  for  compact  car  buyers,  and  the  2008  Ford  Focus  delivers
respectable numbers even by today's  standards.  The 2008 Ford Focus Consumer Reports  fuel
economy tests recorded an average of 24 mpg in combined city and highway driving with the
automatic transmission, and approximately 27 mpg combined with the manual. Many owners report
achieving slightly higher figures with conservative driving habits,  often exceeding 30 mpg on long
highway trips.
The fuel tank capacity of 13.2 gallons provides a realistic driving range of approximately 350 miles
between  fill-ups,  which  is  ample  for  daily  commuting  and  weekend  road  trips.  The  Focus  runs  on
regular unleaded gasoline, keeping operating costs low. In an era of rising fuel prices, the 2008
Focus remains a sensible choice for those looking to minimize their  fuel  budget without sacrificing
driving enjoyment.

Long-Term Ownership Experience
What is it like to live with a 2008 Ford Focus over the long term? Based on extensive feedback from
owner forums and Consumer Reports, the experience is generally positive, though not without its
quirks. The engine and drivetrain are robust, with many examples surpassing 200,000 miles with
routine maintenance. The interior holds up reasonably well, though plastics can become brittle with
age and exposure to heat. The paint quality on some examples has been criticized for being thin and
prone to chipping.
Rust is not a major issue for most 2008 Focus models, but owners in colder climates should inspect
the undercarriage for corrosion, particularly in areas where road salt is used. The exhaust system
and brake lines can be vulnerable to rust over extended periods. Regular maintenance, including oil
changes  every  5,000  miles,  transmission  fluid  changes,  and  coolant  flushes,  will  go  a  long  way
toward  ensuring  long-term  reliability.
The 2008 Ford Focus Consumer Reports owner satisfaction surveys consistently


