
Animal Farm By George Orwell Sparknotes 1

Animal Farm By George Orwell
Sparknotes

Animal Farm By George
Orwell Sparknotes

Downloaded from
everybodystreet.com by

Ramirez & Rollins

UNPACKING THE POWER OF
ALLEGORY: A DEEP DIVE INTO
ANIMAL FARM BY GEORGE
ORWELL SPARKNOTES

George Orwell’s Animal Farm is far more
than a simple story about farm animals
rebelling  against  their  human  master.
Published  in  1945,  this  novella  has
become  a  cornerstone  of  modern

political literature, functioning as a biting
satire of totalitarianism and the betrayal
of  revolutionary  ideals.  For  students,
casual readers, and literary enthusiasts
alike, Animal Farm By George Orwell
Sparknotes often serves as an essential
gateway  to  understanding  the  novel’s
dense  symbolism,  historical  allegories,
and  complex  characters.  Whether  you
are preparing for  an exam, writing an
essay,  or  simply  seeking  a  deeper
appreciation  of  Orwell’s  masterwork,  a
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structured  analysis  can  illuminate  the
layers  of  meaning hidden beneath the
seemingly simple narrative.
This  article  will  explore  the  major
themes,  characters,  and  historical
context of the novel. By drawing on the
framework  often  provided  by  study
guides  like  Sparknotes,  we  will  break
down  the  key  elements  that  make
Animal  Farm  a  timeless  and  urgent
warning  about  power,  corruption,  and
the nature of propaganda. Our goal is to
move beyond a basic plot summary and
engage with the text in a way that is
both  intellectually  rigorous  and  highly
accessible.

THE HISTORICAL ROOTS: WHY
ORWELL WROTE ANIMAL FARM

To  fully  appreciate  Animal  Farm  By

George Orwell Sparknotes, one must
first  understand  the  historical  backdrop
against  which  the  novel  was  written.
George Orwell was a democratic socialist
who  became  deeply  disillusioned  with
the direction of the Russian Revolution
and the rise of Stalinism in the Soviet
Union.  He witnessed how a movement
intended  to  create  a  c lass less ,
egalitarian  society  was  hijacked  by  a
single, ruthless dictator who installed a
new ruling class—the bureaucratic elite.
Orwell’s  experience  fighting  in  the
Spanish Civil War further cemented his
hatred  of  totalitarianism,  whether  it
came from the far right (fascism) or the
far left (Stalin’s USSR). He needed a way
to  expose  the  hypocrisy  of  the  Soviet
regime  that  was  both  accessible  and
difficult  for  censors  to  suppress.  The
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solution was a fable. By setting his story
on a farm and using animals as stand-ins
for  historical  figures,  Orwell  created  a
universal  allegory that could transcend
its  specific  moment  in  history.  The
Russian  Revolution  becomes  the
Rebellion,  Joseph  Stalin  becomes
Napoleon the pig, Leon Trotsky becomes
Snowball,  and  the  exploited  masses
become  the  long-suffering  Boxer  the
horse. This allegorical framework is the
core  around  which  all  analysis  in  any
good study guide revolves.

From Revolution

to Tyranny: The
Core Narrative
Arc
The novel opens with Old Major, a prize-
winning boar, who gathers the animals
of Manor Farm to deliver a vision of a
world  without  humans—a world  where
animals are free, equal, and prosperous.
He teaches them a revolutionary song,
"Beasts  of  England,"  which  becomes
their  anthem.  After  Old  Major’s  death,
the  pigs  Napoleon,  Snowball,  and
Squealer take charge and formalize his
philosophy  into  a  system  of  thought
known  as  "Animalism."  When  the
drunken farmer Mr.  Jones neglects the
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farm, the animals rise up in a perfectly
coordinated rebellion and drive him out.
Initially, the animals experience a golden
a g e .  T h e y  a d o p t  t h e  S e v e n
Commandments, the most important of
which  is,  "All  animals  are  equal."  The
farm is renamed Animal Farm, and they
work collectively to build a better  life.
However,  the  pigs,  being  the  most
intelligent,  assume  leadership  and
gradually begin to alter the rules. When
Snowball,  who represents the idealistic
but exiled Trotsky, proposes building a
windmill  to  improve  everyone’s  lives,
Napoleon disagrees.  Using  his  pack  of
guard  dogs,  Napoleon  violently  expels
Snowball  from the farm, establishing a
dictatorship.
From  this  point,  the  revolution  is
effectively over. Napoleon seizes control

of the farm’s resources, begins trading
with  neighboring  human  farmers,  and
changes the commandments to suit his
greed.  The  ultimate  betrayal  occurs
when  the  final  commandment,  "All
animals are equal," is amended to read,
"All animals are equal, but some animals
are more equal than others." The novel
ends with the pigs walking on their hind
l e g s  a n d  c a r r y i n g  w h i p s ,
indistinguishable from the humans they
once  overthrew.  This  tragic  arc—from
utopian hope to dystopian reality—is the
central  focus  of  any  detailed  literary
analysis.

KEY CHARACTERS IN THE
ALLEGORY: A STUDY IN
ARCHETYPES

Understanding the characters is crucial



Animal Farm By George Orwell Sparknotes 5

5

when  studying  Animal  Farm  By
George  Orwell  Sparknotes.  Each
character  represents  a  specific
archetype  and  historical  counterpart,
allowing  Orwell  to  critique  different
aspects  of  revolution  and  power.

Napoleon: The
Tyrant in
Disguise
Napoleon  is  the  primary  antagonist.  A
large, fierce-looking Berkshire boar, he is
cunning,  ruthless,  and  incredibly
manipulative.  He  represents  Joseph
Stalin. Napoleon does not participate in
the physical labor of the farm; instead,

he focuses on consolidating power.  He
uses Squealer to spread propaganda, the
dogs to enforce his will  through terror,
and  the  sheep  to  mindlessly  chant
slogans.  His  corruption  is  total—he
eventually  breaks  every  single  one  of
the Seven Commandments, trades with
humans, and lives a life of luxury and
vice.  Napoleon  embodies  the  chilling
truth  that  the  desire  for  power  can
corrupt  even  the  most  idealistic  of
leaders.

Snowball: The
Visionary
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Outcast
Snowball  is  Napoleon’s  rival.  He  is
intelligent,  passionate,  and  genuinely
believes in the principles of Animalism.
He  represents  Leon  Trotsky,  the
revolutionary leader who was exiled by
Stalin.  Snowball  is  the architect of  the
windmill and the mastermind behind the
defense  of  the  farm.  He  is  a  brilliant
strategist, but he is also naive about the
ruthless nature of power. His expulsion
by Napoleon’s dogs marks the point of
no  return  for  the  farm.  Snowball’s
absence allows Napoleon to scapegoat
him for  every  misfortune,  turning  him
into  a  phantom enemy used to  justify
further repression.

Squealer: The
Master of
Propaganda
Perhaps the most terrifying character in
the novel is not Napoleon, but Squealer.
A small, fat pig with "very round cheeks,
twinkling eyes, nimble movements, and
a shrill voice," Squealer is the Minister of
Propaganda.  He  represents  the
intellectual  class  that  justifies  the
regime’s actions. Squealer possesses the
terrifying ability to turn black into white.
He can convince the other animals that
missing meals is for their own good, that
the  pigs  deserve  the  milk  and  apples
because  they  are  the  "brainworkers,"
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and that the commandments have never
really  changed.  Squealer  demonstrates
that  a  tyranny  cannot  survive  on
violence  alone;  it  must  control  the
narrative.

Boxer: The Heart
of the Proletariat
Boxer, the cart-horse, is the most tragic
figure  in  the  novel.  He  represents  the
loyal,  hardworking,  but  uneducated
working class. His personal mottoes are
"I will work harder" and, later, "Napoleon
is always right." Boxer is the engine of
the  farm,  putting  in  superhuman  effort
for the good of the collective. His blind
loyalty,  however,  is  his undoing. When
he  collapses  from  exhaustion,  he

expects  to  be cared for  in  retirement.
Instead,  Napoleon  sells  him  to  the
knacker’s  (the  glue  factory)  for  a  few
bottles  of  whiskey.  Boxer’s  story  is  a
heart-wrenching  reminder  that  in  a
totalitarian  state,  the  ruling  class  will
sacrifice  its  most  loyal  supporters
without  a  second  thought.

MAJOR THEMES AND SYMBOLISM:
THE HEART OF THE ANALYSIS

A thorough reading of Animal Farm By
George Orwell Sparknotes  reveals a
rich  tapestry  of  themes  that  are  as
relevant today as they were in 1945.
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The Corruption of
Revolutionary

Ideals
This is the central theme of the novel.
The original goal of the Rebellion is to
create a society where animals are free
from  the  oppression  of  humans.  Key
principles  include  equality,  collective
ownership, and the end of exploitation.
However,  the  p igs,  due  to  their
intelligence  and  ambition,  immediately
establish a hierarchy. They reserve the
milk and apples for themselves, claiming
it  is  for  the  good  of  all.  With  each
violation  of  the  commandments,  the
dream  of  equality  is  sacrificed  for  the

convenience of power. The pigs become
more like humans than the humans ever
were,  demonstrating  that  revolutions
can  be  betrayed  from  within.

The Abuse of
Language and
Propaganda
Orwell, a master of language, shows how
words  can  be  weaponized.  Squealer’s
glib  explanations  are  a  masterclass  in
doublespeak.  The  modification  of  the
Seven  Commandments  is  the  ultimate
example. The commandment "No animal
shall  drink  alcohol"  is  later  appended
with  the  phrase  "to  excess."  The



Animal Farm By George Orwell Sparknotes 9

9

commandment "No animal shall sleep in
a bed with sheets"  is  changed to  "No
animal shall sleep in a bed with sheets,"
allowing the pigs to sleep in beds as long
as they remove the sheets. Through this,
Orwell  demonstrates that  a totalitarian
regime  does  not  ban  language;  it
corrupts  it,  stripping  words  of  their
meaning to control thought.

Class Structure
and Exploitation
The novel  is  a  direct  critique  of  class
exploitation.  Under  Mr.  Jones,  the
animals  are  exploited  for  their  labor.
After the Rebellion, they believe they are
working for themselves. However, a new
class  system  emerges.  The  pigs  and

dogs  form  a  new  ruling  class  (the
bourgeoisie),  while  the  other  animals
(the  proletariat)  remain  workers.  The
animals work harder than ever before,
their  rations  are  cut,  and  they  are
worked  to  death.  Nothing  has  really
changed  except  the  identity  of  their
masters.  This  highlights  the  cyclical
nature  of  oppression.

The Danger of
Blind Faith and
Passivity
The sheep, who mindlessly chant "Four
legs good, two legs bad," represent the
masses  who  follow  without  thinking.
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Boxer’s blind faith in Napoleon is a more
poignant  example.  The  other  animals,
though they have private doubts, are too
tired, too scared, or too passive to resist.
Orwell  warns  against  placing complete
trust in any leader without questioning
their  actions.  The  passivity  of  the
animals is what allows Napoleon to get
away with his corruption.

LITERARY DEVICES: HOW
ORWELL BUILDS HIS ARGUMENT

Any detailed study of Animal Farm By
George  Orwell  Sparknotes  wil l
highlight  the  masterful  use  of  literary
devices.

Allegory: The entire novel is a
sustained allegory for the Russian
Revolution and the rise of

Stalinism. Every major event has a
direct historical parallel (e.g., the
Battle of the Windmill corresponds
to the Battle of Stalingrad).
Satire: Orwell uses satire to mock
the hypocrisy of the pigs and the
naivety of the other animals. The
irony of the pigs walking on their
hind legs at the end is a bitter
satirical jab at the failure of the
revolution.
Foreshadowing: The novel is full
of foreshadowing. When the pigs
alter the song "Beasts of England"
or when the milk disappears, the
reader senses the coming
betrayal.
Personification: By giving human
traits (speech, ambition, greed) to
animals, Orwell creates a distance
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that makes the political critique
more palatable and universal.
Pathos: The tragic deaths of
Boxer and the hens who are forced
to give up their eggs create
powerful emotional responses that
underscore the cruelty of the
regime.

WHY A STRUCTURED
ANALYSIS IS ESSENTIAL

Reading  Animal  Farm  for  the  first
time can be a deceptively simple
experience. The language is clear,
the plot is straightforward, and the
animal  characters  are  charming.
However,  without  understanding
the allegory, much of the novel’s
power  is  lost.  This  is  where  the
value  of  a  comprehensive  study

resource  becomes  c lear .  A
structured  analysis  helps  readers
connect  the  dots  between  Mr.
Jones and the Tsar,  between Old
Major and Karl Marx, and between
the  windmill  and  the  Five-Year
Plans.  It  moves  the  reader  from
"what  happened"  to  "why  it
matters."
By breaking down the novel  into
i ts  component  parts—plot ,
c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e m e ,  a n d
symbol—readers  can  develop  a
sophisticated  interpretation.  They
can see how Orwell’s simple fable
is actually a complex philosophical
argument about power, language,
and  h is tory .  Fur thermore,
understanding these layers allows
students  to  write  better  essays,
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engage in more meaningful class
discussions, and apply the novel’s
lessons  to  contemporary  political

events.

CONCLUSION: A WARNING
FOR THE AGES


