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MAKING
MULTIPLICATION
FUN: THE POWER
OF MATH GAMES
FOR 3RD GRADE
MULTIPLICATION

Third grade is a pivotal
y e a r  i n  a  c h i l d ’ s
mathematical  journey.
It is often the first time
students  are  formally
i n t r o d u c e d  t o
mu l t i p l i ca t i on ,  a
concept that builds the
foundation for division,
fractions,  and  more
advanced  arithmetic.
For  many  children,
m e m o r i z i n g
multiplication facts can

feel  monotonous  and
frustrating.  This  is
where  math  games
f o r  3 r d  g r a d e
m u l t i p l i c a t i o n
become  an  invaluable
t o o l .  B y  t u r n i n g
practice  into  play,
these  games  he lp
s tudents  deve lop
speed,  accuracy,  and
confidence  without  the
p r e s s u r e  o f  a
worksheet.  Whether
you  are  a  teacher
looking  to  energize
your  classroom  or  a
p a r e n t  s e e k i n g
engaging  homework
a l t e r n a t i v e s ,
incorporating games is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  ways  to
solidify those essential
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times tables.
The  beauty  of  using
math  games  for  3rd
grade  multiplication
lies  in  their  ability  to
reach different learning
styles.  Some  children
t h r i v e  o n  v i s u a l
challenges,  others  on
physical  movement,
a n d  m a n y  e n j o y
friendly  competition.
The games outlined in
t h i s  a r t i c l e  a r e
designed to be flexible,
low-cost,  and  easy  to
implement at home or
i n  s c h o o l .  T h e y
transform the abstract
idea  o f  "group ing
n u m b e r s "  i n t o  a
tangible,  rewarding
exper ience.  Let ’s
explore  a  variety  of
hands-on,  digital,  and
cooperative  games
that  wil l  have  your
third grader asking for
more  multiplication
practice.

WHY GAMES
MATTER FOR
LEARNING
MULTIPLICATION
FACTS

Before  div ing  into
specific  activities,  it  is
helpful  to  understand
why  games  are  so
effective.  Standard
memorization  drills
often fail because they
lack  context.  Games
provide that context by
linking multiplication to
a goal, such as racing
to a finish line, building
a  tower,  or  solving  a
puzzle.  When  a  child
plays  a  multiplication
game, they are not just
repeating  "4  times  3
equals  12";  they  are
applying  that  fact  to
win a round or beat a
score.  This  repetition
feels  natural  and  is
often  more  deeply
encoded in memory.
Furthermore,  math
games for 3rd grade
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m u l t i p l i c a t i o n
promote  a  positive
attitude  toward  math.
A  child  who  struggles
with  timed  tests  may
feel  anxious,  but  the
same  child  will  often
embrace a board game
that  challenges  them
to  so lve  the  same
problems.  Games  also
encourage social  skills
l i ke  tak ing  turns ,
c o m m u n i c a t i n g
s t r a t e g i e s ,  a n d
s h o w i n g  g o o d
sportsmanship.  For
many  students,  the
best way to master the
3s, 4s, 6s, 7s, and 8s is
to  practice  them in  a
low-stakes,  playful
envi ronment .  The
following  sections  offer
a  variety  of  proven
game  formats.

Classic

Card and
Dice
Games
for
Multiplica
tion
Fluency
Simple  household
items  like  a  deck  of
cards or a pair of dice
can generate hundreds
o f  mu l t i p l i ca t i on
practice  opportunities.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
popu la r  games  i s
Multiplication  War.
To  play,  two  players
each  turn  over  two
cards from a standard
deck. They multiply the
numbers  on  their  two
cards (with face cards
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worth 10 or 11, or set
to 0 for simplicity). The
player with the highest
product  wins  all  four
c a r d s .  T h e  g a m e
continues  until  one
player  collects  the
entire deck. This game
reinforces  quick  recall
and encourages mental
m a t h  u n d e r  t i m e
pressure.
Another  classic  using
d i c e  i s  R o l l  a n d
Multiply.  Give  each
player two dice (or one
12-sided  die)  and  a
recording  sheet.  They
roll,  multiply  the  two
numbers,  and  cover
the answer on a bingo-
style  grid.  The  first  to
get  five  in  a  row  wins.
For  a  more  advanced
version, use three dice
and  multiply  all  three
(or  multiply  two  and
add  the  third).  Dice
games  are  excellent
for  math  games  for
3 r d  g r a d e
m u l t i p l i c a t i o n

b e c a u s e  t h e
combinat ions  are
e n d l e s s ,  a n d  t h e
random element keeps
the game fresh.

Interactiv
e Board
Games
and DIY
Spinner
Games
Creating  a  custom
b o a r d  g a m e  i s  a
fantastic way to target
specific  multiplication
facts.  Draw  a  simple
p a t h  o n  p a p e r  o r
poster  board  wi th
spaces numbered 1 to
30.  On  some  spaces,
write "Spin for a fact"
or "Pick a card." Use a
paperclip and pencil as
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a spinner to determine
how  many  spaces  to
move  (1–6).  When  a
p laye r  l ands  on  a
special spot, they draw
a  flashcard  or  use  a
spinner  with  numbers
1 – 1 0 .  T h e y  m u s t
a n s w e r  t h e
multipl ication  fact
correctly  to  stay;  if
wrong, they move back
one  space.  The  first
player  to  reach  the
finish  wins.
Pre-made board games
like  Math  Bump  are
also easy to adapt.  In
Bump, players roll two
dice, find the sum, and
then multiply that sum
by  a  target  number
(e.g.,  4).  They  cover
the  resulting  product
on  a  grid  with  their
colored  token.  If  an
opponent lands on the
same  number,  they
can "bump" the token
off. The player with the
most  tokens  on  the
board when time runs

out  wins.  This  game
works well in pairs and
encourages  repeated
practice  of  a  single
times  table  or  mixed
facts.

DIGITAL AND
ONLINE MATH
GAMES FOR 3RD
GRADE
MULTIPLICATION

In  today’s  classroom
a n d  h o m e
environments,  screen
t i m e  c a n  b e  u s e d
productively.  Many
high-quality  online
platforms  offer  free
math games for 3rd
grade  multiplication
that are engaging and
adaptive. Websites like
Multiplication.com
have interactive games
such  as  "Grand  Prix
Multiplication"  where
students  race  cars  by
a n s w e r i n g  f a c t s
c o r r e c t l y .  T h e
competitive  element
motivates  students  to
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improve  their  speed.
Another  excel lent
resource  is  ABCya!
which offers games like
"Math  L ines"  that
combine  multiplication
with  a  target-shooting
mechanic.
F o r  a  m o r e
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
approach,  consider
us ing  Kahoot!  o r
Quizlet  Live.  These
p l a t f o r m s  a l l o w
teachers  and  parents
to  c rea te  cus tom
q u i z z e s  w i t h
m u l t i p l i c a t i o n
problems.  Students
answer  on  their  own
d e v i c e s ,  a n d  t h e
leaderboard  adds
exci tement.  Many
schools  also  subscribe
to  IXL  or  Prodigy ,
w h i c h  e m b e d
multiplication  practice
within  a  fantasy  role-
playing  game.  While
t h e s e  r e q u i r e  a
subscript ion,  they
p r o v i d e  d e t a i l e d

progress  reports  and
adapt  to  each  child's
level.

Benefits
of Digital
Math
Games

Immediate
feedback:
Students know
instantly whether
their answer is
correct, allowing
them to learn
from mistakes.
Adaptive
difficulty: Many
online games
adjust the
challenge based
on the player's
performance,
ensuring they
are always
working in the
zone of proximal
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development.
Engaging
visuals: Colorful
graphics and
animations
capture attention
far longer than a
worksheet.
Data tracking:
Teachers and
parents can see
which facts are
mastered and
where help is
needed.

H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s
important  to  balance
digital  play  with  offline
activities.  The  best
math games for 3rd
grade  multiplication
program  mixes  both
types  of  engagement
to  prevent  screen
fatigue  and  allow  for
movement  and  social
interaction.

ACTIVE AND
HANDS-ON

MULTIPLICATION
GAMES

Kinesthetic  learners
benefit  greatly  from
games  that  involve
moving  their  bodies.
H o p s c o t c h
Multiplication  is  a
fantast ic  outdoor
activity.  Use  sidewalk
c h a l k  t o  d r a w  a
hopscotch  grid,  but
instead  of  numbers
1–10, write products of
a  specific  times  table
(e.g., 4, 8, 12, 16, 20,
24, 28, 32, 36, 40). A
child  tosses  a  stone
onto  a  number  and
mus t  ca l l  ou t  t he
multiplication fact that
equals  that  number
(e.g., stone lands on 20
→  "5  t imes  4"  or  "2
times 10").  They then
hop to that square and
b a c k .  T h i s  g a m e
combines  gross  motor
skills with math recall.
Another active favorite
is  Multipl ication



8

8 Math Games For 3rd Grade
Multiplication

2023-07-15

Scavenger  Hunt .
H ide  10–20  ca rds
around  the  room  or
ya rd ,  each  w i th  a
multiplication  problem
on  one  s ide  and  a
letter  on  the  other.
Children  solve  each
problem, then arrange
the letters in order of
the  products  (from
smallest  to largest)  to
spell out a secret word.
This  works  well  for
groups  and  can  be
t h e m e d  a r o u n d
holidays  or  classroom
units.

Building
with
Manipulat
ives
Hands-on materials like
LEGO  bricks,  plastic
counters, or even dried
b e a n s  h e l p  m a k e

multiplication concrete.
For an engaging math
game for 3rd grade
multiplication, set up
a  "Multiplication  Array
City." Give each child a
pile  of  small  building
bricks and ask them to
construct  a  building
that  has  a  certa in
number  of  rows  and
columns  (e.g.,  3  rows
of 4 bricks). They then
write the multiplication
fact  on  a  sticky  note
and  attach  it  to  their
building.  Later,  they
can  race  to  see  who
can  build  the  tallest
tower  while  correctly
s t a t i n g  t h e  t o t a l
number of bricks used.
This activity reinforces
the  array  model  of
multiplication, which is
a key concept in third
grade.

COOPERATIVE
GAMES AND
GROUP ACTIVITIES
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FOR THE
CLASSROOM

Not all learning has to
b e  c o m p e t i t i v e .
Cooperative  math
games for 3rd grade
multiplication  build
t e a m w o r k  a n d
communication  skills.
One simple structure is
F i n d  a  P a r t n e r .
Distribute  cards  to
each  student—some
c a r d s  h a v e
multiplication problems
(e.g.,  7  ×  8),  other
c a r d s  h a v e  t h e
products  (e.g.,  56).
W i t h o u t  t a l k i n g ,
students  must  walk
around  and  find  the
classmate  whose  card
matches  theirs.  Once
they  pair  up,  they  sit
down  together  and
discuss  the  fact.  This
gets  students  moving
and  interacting  while
reviewing  facts.
Another  cooperative
favor i te  i s  Group

Bingo .  Instead  of
individual bingo cards,
have  teams  of  3–4
share a large card. You
call out a multiplication
fact,  and  the  team
works  together  to  find
the  product  on  their
card. They discuss and
place a chip together.
This  encourages  peer
teaching,  as  stronger
students naturally help
t h o s e  w h o  a r e
struggling.  The shared
goal  reduces  anxiety
a n d  p r o m o t e s  a
positive  classroom
culture  around  math.

Using
Timers
and
Challenge
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s Wisely
W h i l e  s p e e d  i s  a
c o m p o n e n t  o f
multiplication  fluency,
it  should  not  be  the
only  focus.  A  good
g a m e  a l t e r n a t e s
between  pace-based
rounds  and  problem-
solving  rounds.  For
example,  in  Race  to
100, students roll a die
and multiply the result
by  a  target  number,
then add that product
to a running total. The
first to reach 100 wins.
This  game  requires
m e n t a l  m a t h  a n d
strategy—should  they
risk  rolling  a  higher
number?  I t  keeps
students  th ink ing
flexibly  about
multiplication  within  a
larger context.

CREATING A
MULTIPLICATION

GAME LIBRARY AT
HOME

Parents  can  easi ly
build a small collection
o f  m a t e r i a l s  f o r
ongoing  practice.  A
shoe  box  or  basket
containing  a  deck  of
cards ,  two  d ice ,  a
t i m e r ,  a  s e t  o f
flashcards, and a small
whiteboard can provide
weeks of varied math
games for 3rd grade
m u l t i p l i c a t i o n .
Printables  for  bingo
boa rds  and  game
p a t h s  a r e  w i d e l y
available  online  for
free. By rotating games
every  week  or  two,
chi ldren  mainta in
interest  and  continue
to build fluency.

Sample
Weekly
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Game
Schedule

Monday:1.
Multiplication
War (card game)
– focus on speed.
Tuesday: Online2.
game on
Multiplication.co
m – 15 minutes.
Wednesday:3.
DIY board game
using flashcards
– whole family
can play.
Thursday: Dice4.
races – roll and
multiply,
compete against
own best time.
Friday:5.
Multiplication
scavenger hunt
in the backyard –
hide and solve.

ADAPTING GAMES

FOR DIFFERENT
SKILL LEVELS

Not every third grader
is  at  the  same  level.
Some  may  s t i l l  be
building  conceptual
understanding of what
multiplication  means,
while others are ready
to  memorize  facts  up
to  12×12.  The  best
math games for 3rd
grade  multiplication
are  easily  modifiable.
F o r  a  s t r u g g l i n g
student, allow them to
use  a  multiplication
chart  or  counters  as
support  during  the
game.  For  advanced
students,  introduce
factors like 11 and 12,
or use three dice.
You can also adjust the
game’s  pace .  In  a
g a m e  l i k e
Multiplication Bingo,
slower students can be
given  the  problems
ahead of time so they
can  find  the  answers
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on  their  board  before
t h e  g a m e  s t a r t s .
Alternatively,  pair  a
stronger student with a
w e a k e r  o n e  i n  a
"coach"  role.  This  not
o n l y  h e l p s  t h e
struggling  learner  but
also  reinforces  the
c o a c h ’ s  o w n
understanding.

CONCLUSION

M a s t e r i n g
multiplication  facts  in
t h i r d  g r a d e  s e t s
students up for success
i n  a l l  f u t u r e
mathematics.  Rote
memorization  alone
can  be  tedious  and
ineffective.  By
i n t e n t i o n a l l y
in tegrat ing  math
games for 3rd grade
multiplication  into
pract ice  rout ines,

teachers  and  parents
c a n  t r a n s f o r m  a
potentially  stressful
subject into a source of
joy  and  achievement.
Whethe r  th rough
classic  card  games,
d ig i ta l  p lat forms,
ac t ive  movement
a c t i v i t i e s ,  o r
cooperative  classroom
chal lenges,  these
games  make  learning
stick.
The key is consistency.
A  little  bit  of  playful
pract ice  each  day
yields far better results
t h a n  o c c a s i o n a l
cramming.  Experiment
with  different  game
types, pay attention to
what excites your child
or students, and don’t
be  afraid  to  let  them
create their


