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INTRODUCTION:
THE TRAGIC
CREATURE
BENEATH THE
MOUNTAINS

I n  t h e  s p r a w l i n g
mythology  of  Middle-
earth,  few  figures
evoke  as  much  pity,
r e v u l s i o n ,  a n d
fascinat ion  as  the
creature  known  as
Gollum.  While  J.R.R.
Tolkien never explicitly
used the term “golem”
in his writings, readers
and scholars have long
drawn  comparisons
between  this  tortured
being and the mythical

g o l e m  o f  J e w i s h
folklore. The concept of
t h e  L o r d  O f  T h e
Rings  Golem  has
become a popular way
t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e
corrupted,  hollowed-
o u t  e x i s t e n c e  o f
S m é a g o l  a f t e r
centur ies  of  Ring-
induced  torment.  This
article  explores  the
d e p t h s  o f  t h a t
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,
examining how Gollum
embodies  the  themes
of  obsession,  duality,
a n d  t h e  l o s s  o f
humanity that lie at the
heart  of  The  Lord  of
the Rings.
To understand why the
Lord  Of  The  Rings
Golem  comparison
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resonates  so  strongly,
we  must  first  look  at
the  creature  itself.
G o l l u m  i s  n o t  a
monster  born  of  dark
m a g i c  o r  a n c i e n t
sorcery. He was once a
Hobbi t - l i ke  be ing
named Sméagol, living
a simple life  near  the
banks  of  the  Gladden
Fields. His discovery of
the One Ring—and his
decision to murder his
c o u s i n  D é a g o l  t o
possess  i t—set  in
motion  a  tragic  chain
of  events that  twisted
his body and soul into
someth ing  bare ly
recognizable.  It  is  this
transformation  from
innocent  be ing  to
w r e t c h e d ,  R i n g -
obsessed creature that
aligns  so  closely  with
the golem archetype: a
be ing  shaped  and
reshaped  by  external
fo rces  beyond  i t s
control.

UNDERSTANDING
THE GOLEM
ARCHETYPE IN
TOLKIEN’S
LEGENDARIUM

The  traditional  golem
of Jewish mysticism is
an  animated  being
created from inanimate
matter,  often  clay  or
mud,  brought  to  life
through sacred rituals.
It is a creature without
free will, bound utterly
to  the  purpose  of  its
c reator .  When  we
apply  this  framework
to  the  Lord  Of  The
R i n g s  G o l e m ,  a
s t r i k i n g  p a r a l l e l
emerges.  Gol lum,
though  born  of  flesh
and  blood,  is  remade
by  the  R ing  in to  a
c r e a t u r e  o f  p u r e
compulsion.  His will  is
no  longer  his  own.
Every  thought,  every
action  orbits  the  Ring
like  a  star  around  a
b l a c k  h o l e .  H e
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becomes  a  l i v i ng
embodiment of desire,
a  walking  wound  of
longing.
However,  unlike  the
tradit ional  golem,
w h i c h  i s  o f t e n  a
mindless  servant,  the
Lord  Of  The  Rings
G o l e m  r e t a i n s  a
f r a c t u r e d
consciousness.  This  is
what makes Gollum so
deeply  tragic.  He  is
aware,  in  moments of
clarity, of what he has
become. The remnants
of  Sméagol  still  flicker
w i t h i n  h i m ,
occasionally  surfacing
in  conversations  with
himself  or  in  fleeting
acts  of  tenderness,
such as  his  memories
of  the  sun,  river,  and
fresh fish.  This  internal
w a r  b e t w e e n  t h e
c r e a t u r e  h e  h a s
b e c o m e  a n d  t h e
creature  he  once  was
is the emotional core of
his  character  and  the

reason he remains one
of the most compelling
figures  in  fantasy
literature.

Gollum as
a
Cautionar
y
Reflection
of the
Ring-
Bearer
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
powerful  functions  of
t h e  L o r d  O f  T h e
Rings  Golem  in  the
narrative is  as  a  dark
m i r r o r  f o r  F r o d o
Baggins.  When  Frodo
first  meets  Gollum  in
the Emyn Muil, he sees
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not  a  monster  to  be
destroyed, but a pitiful
wretch  who  once  was
much like himself. This
recognition  is  crucial.
Gandalf  and  Elrond
both  warn  Frodo  that
Gollum’s fate could one
day  be  his  own.  The
R i n g  d o e s  n o t
d i s c r i m i n a t e .  I t
c o r r u p t s  s l o w l y ,
p a t i e n t l y ,  a n d
absolutely.  The  Lord
Of The Rings Golem
serves  as  a  l i v ing
prophecy—a  warning
of what happens when
the burden of the Ring
is carried too long.
Frodo’s  decision  to
show mercy to Gollum
is  one  of  the  most
debated  moments  in
the entire saga. Critics
argue that it is a naïve
choice that nearly ends
in disaster. Yet Tolkien
himself  insisted  that
t h i s  m e r c y  w a s
essential to the Ring’s
eventual  destruction.

Wi thout  Go l lum’s
desperate,  final  lunge
at Mount Doom, Frodo
would  have  claimed
the  Ring  for  himself.
T h e  Lord  O f  The
R i n g s  G o l e m
becomes,  in  the  end,
a n  u n w i t t i n g
instrument  of  fate,
fulfilling  a  prophecy
t h a t  n o  o n e  f u l l y
understood  until  the
last  moment.

THE PHYSICAL
TRANSFORMATION
: FROM HOBBIT TO
GOLEM

Tolkien’s  descriptions
of Gollum are vivid and
unsettling. He is small,
with  pale  skin,  large
pale  eyes  that  have
adapted to darkness, a
mouth  full  of  sharp
t e e t h ,  a n d  l o n g ,
gnarled  fingers.  He
moves on all fours with
an unnatural speed, his
neck  craned  forward,
sniffing  and  muttering
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i ncessant ly .  Th i s
physical decay mirrors
his spiritual decay. The
Lord  Of  The  Rings
G o l e m  i s  n o t  a
creature of muscle and
bone in the traditional
sense;  he  is  a  being
shaped entirely by his
environment  and  his
obsession.  The  Ring
has  stretched  his  life
unnaturally,  keeping
him  alive  for  nearly
600 years while slowly
eroding every trace of
humanity.
T h i s  p h y s i c a l
t ransformat ion  i s
deeply  symbolic.  In
Jewish  folklore,  the
golem is often made of
clay—earth  without
spirit. Similarly, Gollum
has  become  a  hollow
shell, animated not by
a  s o u l  b u t  b y  a
consuming hunger. He
needs the Ring the way
a  body  needs  blood.
W i t h o u t  i t ,  h e  i s
listless,  broken, barely

alive.  With it,  or  even
with the hope of it, he
becomes  cunning,
vicious, and relentless.
T h e  Lord  O f  The
Rings  Golem  i s  a
study in what happens
w h e n  a  b e i n g  i s
reduced  to  a  single
driving  impulse.

The Split
Personalit
y:
Sméagol
and
Gollum as
Two
Halves
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
fascinating  aspects  of
t h e  L o r d  O f  T h e
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Rings  Golem  is  his
i n t e r n a l  d u a l i t y .
Throughout The Lord of
the Rings, Gollum talks
to himself, carrying on
conversations between
t w o  d i s t i n c t
p e r s o n a l i t i e s .
“Sméago l ”  i s  t he
remnant of the original
H o b b i t — t i m i d ,
childlike,  and  capable
of loyalty and affection.
“Gollum”  is  the  Ring-
c r e a t e d
persona—paranoid ,
murderous,  and  cruel.
This split is not just a
literary  device;  it  is  a
psychological  portrait
o f  a d d i c t i o n  a n d
t rauma.  Sméago l
wants to be good.  He
makes  promises  to
Frodo. He tries to keep
them.  But  Gollum  is
a l w a y s  t h e r e ,
w h i s p e r i n g ,
undermining, plotting.
This  internal  conflict
reaches its peak in the
forbidden pool scene in

I t h i l i e n ,  w h e r e
Faramir’s men capture
G o l l u m .  I n  t h a t
moment,  the Lord Of
The  Rings  Golem  is
at his most vulnerable.
He  is  terrified,
betrayed,  and  on  the
verge of reverting fully
to  Gol lum.  Frodo’s
intervention—shielding
him  from  Faramir’s
harsh  justice—briefly
strengthens  Sméagol.
But  the  damage  is
already  done.  The
betrayal  he feels,  real
or imagined, is the final
p u s h  t h a t  a l l o w s
Gollum to seize control
permanently.  It  is  a
heartbreaking  turn,
because we have seen
the struggle. We have
hoped for  redemption.
And  we  watch  it  slip
away.

THE ROLE OF THE
RING IN FORGING
THE LORD OF THE
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RINGS GOLEM

No  discussion  of  the
Lord  Of  The  Rings
Golem  is  complete
without examining the
Ring  itself.  The  One
Ring  is  not  a  passive
object. It has a will,  a
c u n n i n g ,  a n d  a
m a l e v o l e n t
intelligence. It seeks to
return  to  its  master,
Sauron,  but  it  also
delights  in  corrupting
those who carry it. For
G o l l u m ,  t h e  R i n g
s e r v e d  a s  b o t h  a
precious  treasure  and
an  invisible  chain.  It
extended  his  life  far
beyond  its  natural
s p a n ,  b u t  i t  a l s o
i s o l a t e d  h i m
completely.  He  fled
society,  living  in  the
dark caves of the Misty
Mountains,  eating  raw
fish and young goblins,
s p e a k i n g  o n l y  t o
himself.  The  Lord  Of
The  Rings  Golem  is

what happens when a
creature  lives  alone
with a malignant power
for half a millennium.
The  Ring  also  gave
Gollum certain abilities,
though they came at a
terrible cost.  He could
see  in  the  dark.  He
could move silently. He
h a d  a n  a l m o s t
p r e t e r n a t u r a l
awareness  of  danger.
These are the gifts of a
predator, but they are
also the adaptations of
a  creature  that  has
b e e n  h u n t e d  f o r
centuries. The Lord Of
The  Rings  Golem  is
not just a victim; he is
also  a  survivor.  He
knows the dark places
of  Middle-earth  better
than any living  being.
He navigates the Dead
Marshes, the tunnels of
M o r i a ,  a n d  t h e
treacherous  slopes  of
Ephel  Dúath  with  an
instinct that borders on
supernatural.
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Comparis
ons to
Other
Creatures
in
Tolkien’s
World
While  the  label  Lord
Of The Rings Golem
is not an official Tolkien
category,  it  invites
i n t e r e s t i n g
comparisons  to  other
b e i n g s  i n  t h e
legendarium. The Orcs,
for  example,  are  also
c o r r u p t e d
beings—Elves  twisted
by Morgoth into brutish
soldiers. But Orcs exist
i n  c o m m u n i t i e s ,
however  brutal.  They

h a v e  l a n g u a g e ,
h i e r a r c h y ,  a n d
purpose.  Gollum  is
u t te r l y  a lone .  He
belongs  nowhere.  The
Barrow-wights, too, are
an imated  by  dark
spirits,  but  they  are
bound  to  specific
places  and  purposes.
T h e  Lord  O f  The
R i n g s  G o l e m  i s
unique because he is a
wandering  creature  of
p u r e ,  a i m l e s s
obsession.  He  has  no
king, no god, no loyalty
except to the Ring. In
this sense, he is more
purely  a  golem  than
any other character in
the  story:  a  be ing
defined  entirely  by  the
force  that  animates
him.
It is also worth noting
that  Tolkien  himself
w a s  a  s c h o l a r  o f
medieval literature and
folklore. He would have
been  famil iar  with
golem legends, as well
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as  similar  figures  in
Norse  and  Germanic
mythology.  While  he
never  explicitly  drew
the  connection,  the
thematic  resonance  is
unmistakable.  The
Lord  Of  The  Rings
Golem  fits  neatly  into
a  long  tradit ion  of
stories  about  beings
who  are  made,  not
born, and who struggle
with the absence of a
true self.

THE LEGACY OF
GOLLUM IN
POPULAR CULTURE

Since the publication of
The Lord of  the Rings
i n  t h e  m i d - 2 0 t h
century,  Gollum  has
become  one  of  the
most  recognizable
characters  in  all  of
fantasy.  The  films  by
Peter  Jackson  brought
him  to  l i fe  through
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g
m o t i o n - c a p t u r e
technology,  with  actor

Andy  Serkis  delivering
a  performance  that
redefined  what  digital
cha rac te r s  cou ld
achieve.  The  phrase
Lord  Of  The  Rings
G o l e m  i s  n o w  a
common  search  term
u s e d  b y  f a n s  a n d
newcomers  alike  to
explore the character’s
origins  and  meaning.
The visual of the gaunt,
wide-eyed  creature
clutching the Ring has
become an icon of pop
culture,  appearing  in
memes,  merchandise,
and academic analysis.
The character has also
i n s p i r e d  d e e p
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
discussion.  Is  Gollum
evil, or is he a victim?
Does  he  deserve  pity
or  condemnation?  The
answer,  as  with  most
great literature,  is  not
simple.  The  Lord  Of
The  Rings  Golem  is
both  perpetrator  and
casualty. He murdered
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Déagol,  but  he  was
also  a  product  of  the
Ring’s  corruption.  He
betrayed Frodo, but he
also  led  him  through
the Black Gate and up
the  stairs  of  Cir ith
Ungol.  He is,  in every
sense, a broken being,
a n d  h i s  u l t i m a t e
fate—falling  into  the
fires  of  Mount  Doom
with the Ring—is both
a  punishment  and  a
release.

Why the
Golem
Comparis
on
Endures
The term Lord Of The
Rings Golem  persists
because  it  captures
something  essential
about  the  character

that other labels miss.
“Villain” is too simple.
“Ant i -hero”  is  too
generous.  “Monster”
loses  the  tragedy.
G o l e m ,  w i t h  i t s
connotations  of  being
shaped, animated, and
destroyed,  fits.  Gollum
is not the master of his
own  s tory .  He  i s  a
vessel  for  the  Ring’s
malevolence, a walking
cautionary  tale,  and
ultimately,  a  tool  of
f a t e .  T h e  g o l e m
comparison  al lows
readers and viewers to
h o l d  a l l  o f  t h e s e
contradictions  in  their
m i n d  a t  o n c e .  I t
r e s p e c t s  t h e
complex i ty  o f  the
character  without
trying to simplify him.
Fur thermore ,  the
comparison helps  new
audiences  approach
the character with the
appropriate  emotional
lens.  If  you  describe
Gollum  to  someone
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unfamiliar  with  the
story as a “Lord Of The
Rings  Golem,”  they
i m m e d i a t e l y
understand  that  they
are  deal ing  with  a
being who is  not fully
responsible  for  his
actions, who has been
transformed  by  an
external  power,  and
who exists in a state of
perpetual  suffering.  It
is a powerful shorthand
that  enr i ches  the
exper ience  of  the

story.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING POWER
OF A BROKEN
BEING

T h e  Lord  O f  The
Rings  Golem  is  far
more  than  a  simple
mons te r  o r  a  p lo t
d e v i c e .  H e  i s  a
profound meditation on
the nature of addiction,
the  fragmentation  of
identity,


