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REDISCOVERING A
FANTASY CLASSIC:
THE RIFTWAR
LEGACY

For decades, the name
Raymond E. Feist has
been synonymous with
epic fantasy
adventure. His
sprawling world of
Midkemia and the
devastating rifts that
connect it to other
realms have captivated

millions of readers
worldwide. While his
original Riftwar Saga is
justly celebrated, a
later, equally
compelling series often
stands in its shadow:
The Riftwar Legacy.
For those seeking a
seamless reading
experience, the
Raymond E Feist The
Riftwar Legacy The
Complete 4 Book
Collection provides
the perfect gateway.
This collection gathers
the entire narrative arc
of a generation caught
between the aftermath


https://everybodystreet.com/

of war and the
shadows of a new,
insidious threat. It is a
must-have for both
newcomers and
longtime fans looking
to complete their
library.

Published between
1998 and 2004, The
Riftwar Legacy moves
the spotlight from the
legendary Pug and
Tomas to a new set of
heroes. The core of the
story follows James
(formerly James of
Krondor, affectionately
known as Jimmy the
Hand) as he rises from
a street urchin to a
squire and eventually a
Knight-Commander of
the King’'s army.
Alongside him are his
childhood friend
Locklear and the
determined Princess
Carline. This quartet of
central characters,
supported by a host of
memorable allies and

villains, drives a
narrative that is both
intimately personal and
grand in scale. This
article delves deep into
each book, the
development of its
characters, and why
this collection remains
a cornerstone of
fantasy literature.

THE FOUR PILLARS
OF THE LEGACY

The Raymond E Feist
The Riftwar Legacy
The Complete 4
Book Collection
comprises four novels.
Each adds a distinct
layer to the
overarching story,
moving from a tone of
political intrigue to one
of high-stakes magical
conflict. Understanding
the arc of these books
is essential to
appreciating the
collection as a whole.
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Book
One:
Krondor:
The
Betrayal

The series opens with
Krondor: The Betrayal,
a direct sequel to the
original Riftwar Saga
and the events of the
game Betrayal at
Krondor. Here, we find
James chafing under
the constraints of his
new role as squire to
Prince Arutha. He
misses the freedom of
the city's underworld,
but his street instincts
remain sharp. When a
series of political
assassinations and a
growing smuggling
operation threaten the
stability of the

Kingdom, James is
uniquely positioned to
investigate. He knows
the sewers, the
taverns, and the
thieves' guild. Feist
masterfully weaves a
detective story through
a fantasy setting. The
plot thickens with the
appearance of the
Nighthawks, an ancient
quild of assassins, and
the emergence of a
new, more calculating
enemy. For readers,
this book is a brilliant
reintroduction to the
world of Midkemia,
focusing on the grit
and grime of Krondor
rather than epic
battlefields. It sets the
stage for the larger
conflict  to come,
making it a powerful
opening to the
Raymond E Feist The
Riftwar Legacy The
Complete 4 Book
Collection.



Book
Two:
Krondor:
The
Assassins

The momentum builds
considerably in
Krondor: The
Assassins. The political
intrigue of the first
book explodes into
open conflict. James,
now a more seasoned
squire, finds himself a
target. The Nighthawks
are not merely a local
nuisance; they are part
of a coordinated effort
to destabilize the
entire Kingdom. This
volume sees an
expansion of the world,
taking the characters
beyond the familiar
streets of Krondor to

the frontier town of
Darkmoor and the
mysterious city of
Kesh. Feist introduces
new layers of magic
and danger, including
the sinister Crawler, a
master manipulator
pulling the strings from
the shadows. What
makes this book
particularly strong is
the deepening of the
relationship between
James and Locklear.
Their friendship is
tested by danger,
jealousy, and the
differing paths their
lives are taking. The
narrative tension is
ratcheted up
masterfully, leading to
a cliffranger  that
leaves readers
desperate for the next
installment. This is
where the legacy truly
finds its feet,
establishing stakes
that feel both personal
and world-threatening.
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Book
Three:
Krondor:

Tear of
the Gods

Krondor: Tear of the
Gods shifts the focus
from pure politics to a
more mystical and
magical threat. The
narrative revolves
around a stolen artifact
of immense power, the
Tear of the Gods. This
relic, blessed by the
gods themselves, is
crucial for maintaining
the magical integrity of
the Kingdom. Its loss
threatens to tear the
fabric of reality itself.
James and his
companions are
dispatched on a
desperate quest to

recover it before it falls
into the hands of a
dark messiah figure
who intends to use it to
unleash chaos. This
book is a classic quest
narrative, filled with
sea voyages,
treacherous marches,
and confrontations with
ancient evils. It is a
darker entry in the
series, dealing with
themes of faith, loss,
and the heavy burden
of responsibility. For
James, this is a journey
that strips away his
remaining boyhood,
forcing him to make
impossible choices.
The Tear of the Gods is
often cited by fans as
one of the most
emotionally resonant
books in the Raymond
E Feist The Riftwar
Legacy The
Complete 4 Book
Collection, as it
balances high
adventure with



genuine pathos.

Book
Four:
Krondor:
The
Death of
Kings

The series concludes
with a powerful and
poignant  finale in
Krondor: The Death of
Kings. The title itself is
a spoiler of sorts, but
the journey to get
there is what makes it
so memorable. The
Kingdom is now facing
not just external
threats, but internal
decay. A complex plot
involving a long-lost
prince and a magical
crown threatens to

plunge the realm into a
devastating civil war.
James, now a Knight-
Commander, is forced
to navigate a minefield
of treachery. He must
confront enemies he
cannot see and protect
a system he knows is
flawed. This final book
brings the narrative full
circle, tying back to the
themes of honor and
loyalty that began with
James’s days as a thief.
The character arcs are
completed with skill
and satisfaction. Feist
does not shy away
from consequences,
and the ending is both
bittersweet and
hopeful. For readers of
the Raymond E Feist
The Riftwar Legacy
The Complete 4
Book Collection, this
volume provides a
deeply satisfying
closure to a story that
spans a generation of
change in Midkemia.
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One of the greatest
strengths of this
collection is the growth
of its protagonist.
James, who begins as a
clever but morally
flexible boy, undergoes
a profound
transformation. He
learns that leadership
is not about power, but
about sacrifice. He
learns that the law is
not always just, but it
is necessary. His
relationship with
Locklear is a study in
contrasts, showing how
friendship can endure

even through
resentment and
change. Princess
Carline, often a

background figure in
the original saga, is
given a much more
active role here,

Complete 4 Book
Collection also excels
in its exploration of
legacy itself. The
characters are
constantly working to
build a future worthy of
those who came before
them, whether it is the
legendary Prince
Arutha or the common
people of Krondor. It is
a meditation on what
we owe to the past and
how we shape the
future.

Why This
Collection
Matters

In



Fantasy
Literature

While the Riftwar Saga
built the world, The
Riftwar Legacy
populated it with
people we care about.
Feist demonstrates a
mastery of pacing,
moving from street-
level action to high
fantasy without
missing a beat. The
magic system, while

not as rigorously
defined as some
modern fantasy,
remains mysterious

and dangerous. The
villains are not cackling
caricatures; they are
driven by ideology,
greed, or madness.
The collection also
benefits from the era in
which it was written. It
predates the modern
trend of doorstop-sized
novels. Each book is a

tightly paced,
satisfying read on its
own, while contributing
to a larger whole. For
collectors, owning the
entire set in one
cohesive collection is a
treasure. It eliminates
the frustration of
waiting for the next
publication or
searching for out-of-
print editions. The
Raymond E Feist The
Riftwar Legacy The
Complete 4 Book
Collection ensures
that the entire story is
preserved and
presented as the
author intended,
forming a beautiful and
complete narrative
block.

COMPARING THE
LEGACY TO OTHER
FEIST SERIES

For those already
familiar with Feist’s
other works, it is worth
noting where this
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collection fits in the
larger chronology. The
Riftwar Legacy occurs
chronologically

between the original
Riftwar Saga and the
Serpentwar Saga. It is
a bridge story, but it
stands perfectly on its
own. Unlike the later,
more sprawling series
like the Darkwar Saga
or the Chaoswar Saga,
The Riftwar Legacy is
more intimate and
focused. The fate of
the world is at stake,
but the lens remains
on a small group of
characters. This makes
it an excellent entry
point for new readers
who might be
intimidated by the
sheer volume of Feist's
bibliography. It offers a
complete story in four
books without requiring
prior knowledge of
every cameo or
historical event. With
the Raymond E Feist

The Riftwar Legacy
The Complete 4
Book Collection, a
reader can experience
a self-contained saga
that still enriches the
understanding of the
wider Midkemian
universe. It is the best
of both worlds: a
standalone series with
deep connections to a
beloved larger world.

THE ART OF
WORLDBUILDING
IN THE LEGACY

Feist's skill in
worldbuilding is on full
display. Krondor feels
alive, from the bustling
docks to the shadowy
temples. The politics of
the Kingdom are
complex, with multiple
factions vying for
power. The magic,
while less central than
in the original trilogy, is
more mysterious and
often terrifying. The
Nighthawks are a



chilling enemy,
representing a
faceless, efficient

threat that cannot be
reasoned with. The
introduction of the
Crawler adds a layer of
paranoia. The
Raymond E Feist The
Riftwar Legacy The
Complete 4 Book

Collection also
expands the
geography of
Midkemia, taking

readers to new cities
and landscapes. The
prose is clean and
efficient, never
bogging down in
unnecessary

description but always
painting a vivid picture.
Feist trusts his readers
to understand the
world without
excessive exposition, a
mark of a confident
writer. This makes the
collection a joy to read,
as the world unfolds
naturally through the

10

eyes of its characters.

A PERFECT GIFT
FOR FANTASY
ENTHUSIASTS

If you are looking for a
gift for a fantasy
reader, this collection
is an outstanding
choice. It offers hours
of immersive reading.
The boxset format is
visually appealing on a
bookshelf and durable
for repeated reading.
For fans of authors like
David Eddings, Terry
Brooks, or R. A.
Salvatore, this
collection will feel like
a warm homecoming.
It captures the spirit of
1990s epic fantasy
while delivering a story
that feels timeless. The
Raymond E Feist The
Riftwar Legacy The
Complete 4 Book
Collection is more
than just a series of
novels; it is an
experience. It is a
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journey alongside
unforgettable
characters through a
world of danger,
magic, and hope.
Whether you are
discovering Midkemia
for the first time or
returning to it after a
decade, this collection
will remind you why
fantasy remains the
most powerful genre
for exploring the
human condition.

Key
Themes
Explored
in the
Collection

* Friendship and
Loyalty: The
bond between
James and

Locklear is tested
and
strengthened
throughout the
series.
Redemption
and Growth:
James's journey
from thief to
knight is a classic
arc of personal
redemption.
Political
Intrigue: The
books are filled
with plots,
conspiracies, and
the machinations
of power.
Sacrifice:
Characters must
often give up
what they want
for what is right.
Legacy: The
weight of history
and the
responsibility to
the future are
constant themes.
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is an essenCONGLUSION: A

LEGACY WORTHheir library. It is a

CLAIMING

In the vast landscape
of fantasy literature,
the Raymond E Feist
The Riftwar Legacy
The Complete 4
Book Collection
stands as a testament
to masterful
storytelling. It is a
series that respects its
readers, develops its
characters with care,
and delivers a
satisfying narrative
from beginning to end.
For anyone who loves
epic fantasy with heart,
humor, and high
stakes, this collection

bridge between the old
and the new, a story of
a generation coming of
age in a world that
never stops changing.
Whether you are a
lifelong Feist fan or a
newcomer eager for a
classic adventure, this
collection offers a
journey you will not
soon forget. Discover
the magic, the danger,
and the legacy of
Midkemia. Pick up the
Raymond E Feist The
Riftwar Legacy The
Complete 4 Book

Collection and
prepare to be
transported.
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