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INTRODUCTION TO
PROGRAMMING YOUR DISH
REMOTE TO YOUR TV

If you own a Dish Network satellite
system, you already know how
convenient it is to have a single remote
control for your receiver, TV, and other
components. However, after a battery
swap, a receiver upgrade, or simply
when you purchase a new television, you
may find that your Dish remote no
longer controls your TV's power or
volume. This is a common frustration,
but the solution is straightforward.
Learning how to program Dish
remote to TV is a skill that saves you
time and the hassle of juggling multiple
remotes. Whether you have a Hopper,
Joey, Wally, or an older Dish receiver,
the methods are largely the same. This
guide will walk you through every
approach—from auto-search to direct
code entry—so you can restore full
control in minutes.

With the right steps, you can pair Dish
remote to TV using either automatic
code detection or manual input. We’'ll
cover the most popular remote models
(including the 50.0, 50.1, 52.0, and 54.0)
and provide troubleshooting tips for
common hiccups. By the end of this
article, you will have a complete
understanding of the Dish remote
setup process and be able to program
any Dish remote to work with your
television, soundbar, or AV receiver.

Let's begin with the basics.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR DISH
REMOTE

Before you start the Dish Network
remote programming process, it is
helpful to identify which remote model
you are using. Dish has released several
remotes over the years, but the core
button layout and programming logic
remain similar. The most common
models are the 50.0, 50.1, 52.0, 52.1,
54.0, and the newer voice-enabled
remotes. Most have a dedicated “TV”
button or “Mode” button that allows you
to switch between controlling the Dish
receiver, the TV, and an auxiliary device
(like a soundbar). Understanding this
mode switch is key to successful
programming.

The remote’s model number is typically
printed on the back, often inside the
battery compartment. If you cannot find
it, look at the button arrangement: a
classic Dish 50.0 remote has a blue
“SAT” button, while the 52.0 remote has
a “Mode” button that cycles through
SAT, TV, and AUX. Some remotes (like
the 54.0) include a search button and a
“System Info” button. Regardless of the
model, the programming steps are
nearly identical. You will need fresh
batteries and a clear line of sight
between the remote and your TV’s
infrared sensor.

PRE-PROGRAMMING CHECKLIST

To ensure a smooth Dish remote
setup, follow these preparatory steps:
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e Insert fresh batteries - Weak
batteries can cause programming
failures. Use alkaline batteries.

e Turn on your TV manually - Use
the TV’'s own power button or a
different remote so the TV is
powered on.

* Position yourself within range
- Stand about 6 to 10 feet away
from the TV with a clear path to
the infrared receiver (usually a
small dark window on the front of
the TV).

* Note your TV brand - You will
need to know the brand name
(e.g., Samsung, LG, Sony, Vizio,
TCL) for direct code entry.

e Locate the “TV” or “Mode”
button on your Dish remote - If
your remote has a slide switch, set
it to “TV”. If it has a “Mode”
button, press it until the TV mode
is selected (the TV button or
indicator will light up).

Once you have completed this checklist,
you are ready to begin programming.
There are three primary methods: auto-
tune (automatic code search), direct
code entry, and using the Dish remote
app. We will cover each in detail.

METHOD 1: AUTO-TUNE -
AUTOMATIC CODE SEARCH

The auto-tune method is the quickest
way to program Dish remote to TV
without needing a code. The remote will
automatically search through its built-in
code library until it finds the one that
works with your TV. This process usually
takes one to three minutes. Follow these
steps exactly:

1. Turn on your TV manually using its
own power button.
2. Press and hold the “TV” button

(or set the mode switch to “TV")
on your Dish remote. Keep holding
it until all four mode buttons (SAT,
TV, AUX, or similar) light up. Then
release the “TV” button. The TV
button will remain lit.

3. Press and release the “POWER”
button on the remote. The TV
button will start blinking slowly.

4. Press the “UP ARROW” (or
“CHANNEL UP”) button repeatedly
- one press per second. Do not
hold it down. The TV button will
blink each time you press.

5. Continue pressing UP ARROW. The
remote is sending different codes
to your TV. Watch for your TV to
turn off. As soon as the TV turns
off, stop pressing the button
immediately.

6. Press the “POUND” (#) button
once to lock the code. The TV
button will blink three times and
then turn off.

7. Test the remote by pressing the
POWER button to turn the TV back
on. Then try the VOLUME buttons.
If they work, programming is
complete.

If the TV does not turn off after you have
pressed the arrow key many times (e.qg.,
50 or more), the auto-tune may have
failed. You can try again, or use the
direct code entry method below.
Sometimes the remote will auto-stop
after cycling through all codes - if so, the
TV button will turn off. In that case,
restart the process from step 2.

Auto-Tune with a
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Hopper or jJoey
Remote

The auto-tune procedure is the same for
Hopper and Joey remotes. However, if
you have a 54.0 or newer voice remote,
the button labels may be slightly
different. Look for a “Mode” button that
cycles through SAT, TV, AUX. Press it
until “TV” is active. Then follow the same
steps: hold “TV” until all mode buttons
light, power, then up arrow. The process
is identical.

METHOD 2: DIRECT CODE ENTRY

If the auto-tune does not work or you
want a faster, more precise method, you
can program Dish remote to TV by
entering a specific code for your TV
brand. Dish provides a list of codes for
most popular TV brands. You can find
these codes in the Dish remote codes
chart included with your receiver or on
Dish’'s support website. Below are
common codes for major brands:

e Samsung: 10812, 10814, 10642,
10180

e LG: 10178, 11017, 11423, 11442

e Sony: 10060, 10150, 10885,

11100

e Vizio: 11756, 10864, 11780,
11932

e TCL: 11756 (Roku TV), 10604,
11463

e Panasonic: 10250, 10590, 10824
Sharp: 10893, 10093, 10700
Hisense: 11756, 11993, 12002
Roku TV (any brand): 11756

The direct code entry steps are as
follows:

1. Turn on your TV manually.

2. Press and hold the “TV” button
until all mode lights illuminate,
then release. The TV button will
stay lit.

3. Enter the 4- or 5-digit code for
your TV brand using the number
keypad. The TV button will blink
once after each digit. If the code is
accepted, the TV button will blink
three times and then turn off.

4. Test the remote by pressing
POWER to turn the TV off and on.
Also test VOLUME and MUTE.

5. If the code does not work, the TV
button will flash rapidly - that
means the code was not
recognized. Try another code from
the list. Simply repeat steps 2-4
with a different code.

It is common to try two or three codes
before finding one that works for your
specific model. Write down which code
works so you have it for future
reference.

METHOD 3: USING THE DISH
REMOTE SETUP APP OR ONLINE
PORTAL

Dish offers an online tool and a mobile
app (Dish Anywhere) that can assist with
Dish remote programming. While the
app is primarily for watching live TV and
managing recordings, it also includes a
remote setup guide that may display the
correct code after you select your TV
brand and model. Alternatively, you can
visit dish.com/remote on a computer
or phone. This will walk you through a
wizard similar to the manual steps. This
method is especially helpful if your TV is
a newer model and the standard code
list does not include it.

To use the online portal:

1. Go to dish.com/remote (or search



“Dish remote setup” from your
mobile browser).

2. Select your remote model from the
drop-down list (e.g., 50.0, 52.0,
54.0).

3. Enter your TV brand and model
number if available, or follow the
on-screen prompts for auto-search.

4. The site will provide the correct
code or guide you through a step-
by-step programming sequence.

This method is convenient and
frequently updated. It can also help with
programming remotes to control
soundbars or AV receivers.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
ISSUES

If your program Dish remote to TV
efforts are not successful, the following
issues and fixes can help:

e Remote not responding at all -
Replace batteries. Confirm you are
in “TV” mode. Check for
obstructions between the remote
and the TV's IR sensor.

e Code accepted but power

doesn’t work - The remote may
be in “SAT” mode while you
thought it was in “TV” mode. Press
the “Mode” button or switch to
“TV” again and retest. Also, try a
different code from the list.

TV turns off during auto-tune
but won’t turn back on -
Complete the process by pressing
# to lock the code. Then press
POWER. If it doesn’t respond, the
code may have locked at a random
code that only has power-off
functionality. Start the auto-tune
again and when the TV shuts off,
press the DOWN ARROW once to
go back to the previous code
(which often has better
functionality). Then press # to
lock.

Volume buttons do not work -
Some codes only control power.
Try a different code. For certain
TVs, you may need to use a code
that specifically controls both
power and volume. The auto-tune
method usually finds the best
code.

e Multiple codes appear to work
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