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THE TIMELESS APPEAL OF "WE'LL
MEET AGAIN" ON THE UKULELE

There  are  few  songs  that  carry  the
emotional  weight  and  historical
significance  of  "We'll  Meet  Again."
Originally  popularized  by  Dame  Vera
Lynn during World War II, this heartfelt
ballad  became  an  anthem  of  hope,
separation, and the promise of reunion.
For ukulele players, learning We'll Meet
Again chords ukulele is not just about

mastering  a  set  of  finger  positions—it's
about connecting with a piece of history
through the bright, gentle voice of the
ukulele.  Whether  you  are  a  beginner
looking for an easy chord progression or
an experienced player searching for new
ways  to  express  nostalgia,  this  song
offers  a  perfect  blend  of  simplicity  and
depth. In this article, we will explore the
song's background, the essential chords,
strumming  patterns,  and  performance
tips to help you bring out the best in this
classic tune.
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THE STORY BEHIND "WE'LL MEET
AGAIN"

Written  by  Ross  Parker  and  Hughie
Charles in 1939, "We'll Meet Again" was
recorded by Vera Lynn and released in
1940,  just  as  the  war  escalated.  The
lyrics speak to the heartache of parting
and the unwavering hope of reuniting—a
sentiment shared by millions of soldiers
and their loved ones. The song's simple
yet profound message turned it into an
enduring symbol of resilience. Over the
decades,  it  has  been  covered  by
countless  artists,  featured  in  films  like
Dr. Strangelove, and remains a staple of
nostalgic playlists. When you play "We'll
Meet  Again"  on  the  ukulele,  you  are
tapping into that collective memory. The
ukulele's cheerful tone adds a layer of

gentle melancholy, making the song feel
personal  and  intimate.  Understanding
this context enriches your performance
and  helps  you  convey  the  emotion
behind every chord.

ESSENTIAL UKULELE CHORDS
FOR "WE'LL MEET AGAIN"

Before diving into the full  progression,
it's important to know the basic chords
needed. All of these are standard open
chords that any beginning ukulele player
can learn in a short time. The key of the
original recording is F major, but many
ukulele arrangements transpose it to C
major  for  easier  playability.  For  this
article,  we'll  focus  on  the  C  major
version, which uses the following chords:

C major (0-0-0-3) – The tonic
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chord that gives a sense of home
and resolution.
G7 (0-2-1-2) – A common
dominant chord that creates
tension leading back to C.
Am (2-0-0-0) – The relative minor
that adds a touch of sadness.
F major (2-0-1-0) – The
subdominant chord that provides
brightness and lift.
Dm (2-2-1-0) – The minor chord
that deepens the emotional
contrast (optional in simplified
versions).
E7 (1-2-0-2) – A passing chord
used before Am for a classic
jazzier sound.
G major (0-2-3-2) – Sometimes
used instead of G7 for a fuller
sound.

If you are new to the ukulele, practice
transitioning  between  these  chords
slowly. The most frequent changes will
be between C, G7, and F. Master those
before adding the minors.

The Classic
Chord
Progression
The  song  follows  a  straightforward
structure:  verse,  chorus,  and  a  bridge
(often called the "march" section). Here
is the standard progression for the verse
and chorus in the key of C:
Verse (C major key):
C – G7 – C – C
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F – F – C – C
F – F – C – Am
Dm – G7 – C – G7
Chorus  (same  chords,  slightly
different  feel):
C – G7 – C – E7
Am – Am – Dm – G7
C – G7 – C – Am
Dm – G7 – C – C
Notice the use of  E7  in the chorus to
lead smoothly  into Am. This  gives the
progression a little more movement and
is  characteristic  of  the  song's  original
harmony. If E7 feels challenging, you can
substitute Em (0-4-0-2) or simply skip it,
though the sound will be less authentic.
The  Dm  chord  appears  i n  bo th
sections—if you want a beginner-friendly
version,  you  can  replace  Dm  with  F
(since  they  share  two  notes),  but  the

minor quality will be lost.

STRUMMING PATTERNS AND
RHYTHM

"We'll  Meet  Again"  is  typically  played
w i th  a  gent le ,  s teady  rhy thm,
reminiscent of a slow waltz or a ballad.
The original recording is in 4/4 time, but
many ukulele  arrangements  use  a  3/4
feel  with  a  down-up  strum.  A  classic
pattern for this song is: down, down-
up,  up-down-up  (or  simply  down,
down-up if you prefer minimal strums).
Another common approach is a straight
downstrokes  pattern  on  each  beat,
which  works  well  for  a  plaintive,
marching effect in the bridge section.
To capture the nostalgic mood, try this
simple pattern:
D – D – U – U – D – U (repeat).
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Play  softly  with  the  fleshy  part  of  your
thumb for  a  warmer  tone.  The  tempo
should be around 80–90 BPM (beats per
minute) for a heartfelt performance. As
you become comfortable,  you can add
dynamic variation: strum louder during
the chorus, and soften for the verse. The
contrast  between  sections  will  make
your rendition more engaging.

Tips for
Beginners

Simplify the chords first: If Dm
or E7 are difficult, play F instead of
Dm, and hold the C chord during
the E7 beat (or play Em). The
melody will still be recognizable.

Practice the transitions slowly:
For example, switch between C
and G7 until your fingers find the
positions without looking.
Use a capo if needed: If the
song sits in a vocal range that is
too high or low for you, capo the
5th fret and play the same shapes
in G major (changing the chord
names accordingly).
Sing along as you play: The
song's lyrics are simple and
repetitive, making it easy to
coordinate strumming and singing.
Start by humming; then add
words.
Listen to the original: Vera
Lynn's recording is the benchmark.
Pay attention to the phrasing and
emotional pauses.
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ADDING EMOTION TO YOUR
PERFORMANCE

While the chords are straightforward, the
magic of "We'll Meet Again" lies in how
you  deliver  it.  The  ukulele  is  often
associated  with  happy,  upbeat  music,
but  it  can  also  convey  deep  longing.
Here are some ways to inject emotion:

Vary your dynamics: Play the
verse softly, almost like a whisper,
then build volume in the chorus.
The line "We'll meet again, don't
know where, don't know when"
deserves a gentle swell.
Use fingerpicking: For a more
intimate sound, try arpeggiating
the chords. Pick the root note on
the downbeat, then the other
strings in a pattern like thumb-

index-middle. This works
beautifully on the ukulele's bright
tone.
Add a slight pause before the
last chord: On the final "C" chord
of the chorus, hold it for an extra
beat to let the resonance fade.
This mimics the suspended feeling
of not knowing when you'll meet
again.
Experiment with rhythm: In the
bridge section (where the lyrics go
into the "march" part), switch to a
more driving downstroke pattern
to evoke a military cadence, then
return to the softer strum.

ADVANCED VARIATIONS FOR
EXPERIENCED PLAYERS

If you have mastered the basic version,
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you  can  expand  your  arrangement  in
several ways:

Barre Chords and
Higher Positions
Try playing the song in the key of F (the
original  key)  using  barre  chords.  The
progression becomes F – C7 – F – F / Bb –
Bb – F – F / Bb – Bb – F – Dm / Gm – C7 –
F – C7. This adds a fuller, jazzier timbre
because  barre  chords  ring  across  all
strings. Practice your barre technique on
the  F  major  shape  (1-3-3-1)  before
tackling the song.

Fingerstyle Tab
For  a  solo  instrumental  rendition,
arrange  the  melody  notes  on  the  top
string  while  strumming  the  chord
underneath. For example, during the C
chord, pick the A string (open) for the
melody note "A,"  then strum the rest.
Write out the melody line and map it to
the chord shapes.  This  takes time but
y ie lds  a  beaut i fu l ,  s tanda lone
performance.

Key Changes and
Medleys
Consider pairing "We'll Meet Again" with
another  nostalgic  song,  such  as  "The
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White  Cliffs  of  Dover"  or  "Lili  Marlene."
Modulate up a half step (e.g., from C to
Db)  for  the  final  chorus  to  create  an
emotional peak. Use a capo to quickly
change  keys  without  learning  new
shapes.

WHY THIS SONG RESONATES ON
THE UKULELE

The  ukule le  is  an  instrument  of
contrasts:  small  and  portable,  yet
capable  of  big  emotions.  We'll  Meet
Again chords ukulele  are particularly
effective because the song's bittersweet
lyrics  pair  perfectly  with  the  ukulele's
resonant  sweetness.  There's  a  reason
the  song has  been revived  in  popular
culture—it reminds us that even in times
of  separat ion,  music  can  br idge
distances. The ukulele's simplicity makes

it  accessible  to  players  of  all  levels,
enabling anyone to share this message
of hope. Whether you perform it around
a  campfire,  in  a  living  room,  or  on  a
stage,  the  song's  timeless  quality  will
move listeners.

CONCLUSION

Learning  We'll  Meet  Again  chords
ukulele  is  a  rewarding  journey  that
blends  musical  skill  with  historical
appreciation. From the basic C, G7, and
F  chords  to  more  advanced  fingerstyle
arrangements,  this  song  offers
something for every ukulele enthusiast.
As  you  practice,  remember  the  story
behind  the  music—the  soldiers,  the
families,  the unwavering hope—and let
that  emotion  guide  your  playing.  The
ukulele may be a small instrument, but
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with "We'll  Meet Again," it can carry a
very  big  message.  So  pick  up  your
ukulele,  learn those chords,  and share

this  beautiful  song  with  someone  you
cherish. After all, you never know when
you might meet again.


