
Roald Dahl Someone Like You 1

Roald Dahl Someone Like You

Roald Dahl Someone
Like You

Downloaded from
everybodystreet.com by

Kasey & Nathanael

DISCOVERING THE DARKLY
DELIGHTFUL WORLD OF ROALD
DAHL'S "SOMEONE LIKE YOU"

When readers think of Roald Dahl, they
often  picture  the  whimsical  worlds  of
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,  the
BFG,  or  Matilda.  But  long  before  he
became  the  world's  most  beloved
children's author, Dahl was a master of
the macabre,  crafting short  stories  for
adults  that  twisted  expectations  and

explored the shadowy corners of human
nature.  Among  his  most  celebrated
collections  is  Roald  Dahl  Someone
Like  You,  a  masterful  anthology  that
first introduced the world to his singular
voice  in  short  fiction.  Originally
published  in  1953,  this  collection
remains  a  cornerstone  of  Dahl's  adult
literary output, showcasing his genius for
plotting,  his  dark  humor,  and  his
unflinching  gaze  at  life's  ironies.  In  this
article, we'll dive deep into the stories,
themes,  and  lasting  impact  of  this
remarkable  book.
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WHAT MAKES "SOMEONE LIKE
YOU" A CORNERSTONE OF
DAHL'S CAREER?

Before "Someone Like You," Roald Dahl
had already achieved some success with
short stories published in magazines like
The New Yorker, Harper's, and Collier's.
However, the decision to compile fifteen
of  these  tales  into  a  single  volume
marked a turning point.  The collection
was a critical and commercial success,
earning  praise  for  its  clever  twists,
precise prose, and chilling insights into
human behavior. It established Dahl not
merely as a children's  writer  but  as a
formidable  voice  in  adult  literature—a
writer  who  could  make  readers  laugh
nervously  whi le  s imultaneously
questioning their own moral compass.

The  collection's  title,  Roald  Dahl
Someone  L ike  You ,  sugges ts
something  intimate  yet  unsettling:  the
stories  are  about  people  we  might
recognize,  situations  that  feel  familiar,
but with a disturbing twist that reveals
the  darkness  lurking  beneath  the
surface.  Dahl's  characters  are  often
ordinary—a soldier,  a  husband,  a  civil
servant—but  they  find  themselves  in
extraordinary,  often  grotesque
circumstances.  This  ability  to  find  the
sinister in the mundane is what makes
the collection so enduring.

The Stories That
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Define the
Collection
"Someone  Like  You"  contains  fifteen
stories, each a gem of compression and
surprise.  While  all  are  worth  reading,
several stand out as quintessential Dahl.
"Taste"  is  a  masterclass  in  suspense,
revolving  around  a  dinner  party  bet
about  the  vintage  of  a  wine—with
shocking  consequences.  "Lamb  to  the
Slaughter"  is  perhaps  Dahl's  most
famous short story, a darkly comic tale
of  a  housewife  who  murders  her
husband with a frozen leg of lamb and
then cleverly disposes of the evidence.
"The  Man  from the  South"  involves  a
terrifying wager between a gambler and

a stranger about a lighter and a finger, a
story so tense it  was adapted into an
iconic  episode  of  Alfred  Hitchcock
Presents.  Other  tales  like  "Dip  in  the
Pool," "Skin," and "Poison" each explore
themes  of  greed,  betrayal,  and  the
unpredictability of fate.
What  unites  these  narratives  is  Dahl's
economy with words. He wastes no time
on florid description, instead using sharp
dialogue  and  precise  details  to  build
atmosphere  and  suspense.  The  twists
are never gratuitous; they feel earned,
logical, and yet completely surprising. In
Roald Dahl Someone Like You, every
story is a perfectly constructed trap for
the  reader—and  for  the  characters
themselves.
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KEY THEMES IN "SOMEONE LIKE
YOU"

The Dark Side of
Human Nature
Dahl's  worldview  in  this  collection  is
cynical but never nihilistic. He exposes
the  selfishness,  cruelty,  and  irrationality
that lie just beneath the surface of polite
society. Characters in these stories act
on impulse,  driven by greed,  jealousy,
revenge, or simple perversity. Yet Dahl
presents  these  flaws  with  a  wry  smile,
almost as if he is inviting the reader to
share  the  joke.  In  "Lamb  to  the
Slaughter,"  for  example,  a  maternity
nurse  and  expectant  mother  calmly

murders her husband and then uses her
pregnancy  as  a  shield—a  darkly
humorous  commenta ry  on  the
stereotypes  of  innocence.

Revenge and
Justice
Many stories in Roald Dahl Someone
Like  You  revolve  around  acts  of
revenge  or  the  unexpected  turning  of
tables.  In  "The Way Up to Heaven,"  a
woman  tormented  by  her  husband's
obsessive  tardiness  finds  an  ingenious
and permanent solution. In "William and
Mary,"  a dead husband's brain is  kept
alive in a laboratory, allowing his wife to
finally  have  the  upper  hand.  Dahl
delights in poetic justice, but it is never
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simple.  Victims  become  perpetrators,
and  j u s t i ce  o f t en  f ee l s  w i l d l y
disproportionate—and  all  the  more
satisfying  for  it.

Fate and the
Unpredictable
Dahl's characters are frequently at the
mercy of chance. A bet, a misjudgment,
a moment of  distraction—any of  these
can lead to ruin. In "Dip in the Pool," a
passenger  on  a  cruise  ship  tries  to
manipulate  a  shipboard  pool  betting
game,  only  to  have  his  plan  backfire
catastrophically.  The  story  "Skin"
explores  the  ironic  consequences  of  a
poor  man  who  possesses  a  valuable
tattoo—a  work  of  art  on  his  own

back—that others covet. Dahl seems to
suggest that fate is a malicious trickster,
and that human plans are fragile. This
theme of unpredictability keeps readers
on  edge,  never  quite  sure  where  the
next story will lead.

LITERARY STYLE AND INFLUENCE

The  writing  in  Roald  Dahl  Someone
Like You  is  deceptively simple. Dahl's
sentences  are  short,  his  vocabulary
precise, and his tone conversational yet
detached.  This  readability  is  a  key
reason  his  stories  have  endured.  He
allows  the  plot  to  drive  the  narrative,
avoiding  literary  flourishes  that  might
slow  the  pace.  This  style  influenced
countless  writers  of  short  fiction,
particularly  in  the  genre  of  the  twist
ending.  Dahl's  work  in  this  collection
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directly paved the way for authors like
Neil Gaiman, Stephen King (in his short
stories),  and  Gillian  Flynn,  who  all
master the art of the unexpected twist.
Moreover,  Dahl's  stories often blur  the
line between realism and the fantastic. A
bizarre bet, a supernatural occurrence, a
scientific experiment gone wrong—these
elements  feel  plausible  because  Dahl
grounds  them in  everyday details.  His
characters  speak  and  act  in  ways  we
recognize, making their shocking choices
all  the  more  unsettling.  This  blend  of
realism  and  grotesquerie  became  a
hallmark  of  his  later  children's  books,
where the whimsical and the terrifying
coexist.

THE CULTURAL LEGACY OF

"SOMEONE LIKE YOU"

Several stories from this collection have
been  adapted  for  television,  film,  and
radio.  "Lamb  to  the  Slaughter"  was
famously  adapted  for  Alfred  Hitchcock
Presents  in  1958,  with  Barbara  Bel
Geddes in the lead role. "The Man from
the  South"  also  received  a  Hitchcock
treatment, as well as a later adaptation
by Quentin Tarantino (as a segment in
the film Four Rooms). These adaptations
demonstrate  the  cinematic  quality  of
Dahl's prose—the tight pacing, the visual
clarity,  the dialogue that  crackles with
tension.
The collection itself has never been out
of  print,  and  it  continues  to  find  new
readers.  In  2016,  Penguin  published a
new  edition  in  their  "Penguin  Modern
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Classics" series, cementing its status as
a literary touchstone. For fans of Roald
Dahl, Roald Dahl Someone Like You
offers  a  window into  the  mind  of  one  of
the twentieth  century's  most  inventive
storytellers—before  his  fame  as  a
children's  author,  but  already  fully
formed  in  his  dark,  witty  vision.

WHY READ "SOMEONE LIKE YOU"
TODAY?

In an age of endless content and short
attention  spans,  Dahl's  stories  remain
remarkably  potent.  Each  tale  can  be
read in  a  single  sitting,  but  the  ideas
linger long after. The collection works as
both  enter ta inment  and  soc ia l
commentary.  Dahl's  keen  observations
about  marriage,  class,  greed,  and  the
absurdity  of  human  behavior  feel  as

relevant now as they did seventy years
ago. For example, "Taste" is a brilliant
dissection  of  male  ego  and  class
pretension, while "The Soldier" touches
on themes of trauma and identity that
resonate in contemporary discussions of
mental health.
Additionally,  reading  Roald  Dahl
Someone Like You provides a deeper
appreciation for  Dahl's  later  work.  The
mischievous  streak  that  runs  through
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory—the
cruel  fates  of  Augustus  Gloop,  Violet
Beauregarde,  and  the  others—owes  a
clear  debt  to  the  revenge  and  justice
motifs in his adult stories. The childlike
wonder and the sense that the world is
full  of  hidden  dangers  are  consistent
from "Someone Like You" right through
to The Witches and Matilda.
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HOW TO APPROACH THE
COLLECTION

If  you  are  new  to  Dahl's  adult  fiction,
Roald Dahl Someone Like You is the
perfect  starting  point.  The  stories  are
arranged in no particular order, so you
can dip in and out. Some readers prefer
to begin with the most famous tales like
"Lamb to  the  Slaughter"  or  "The  Man
from the South" to get a feel for Dahl's
style.  Others  enjoy  reading  straight
through,  letting the cumulative  effect  of
the twists and dark humor build.
To fully appreciate the collection, it helps
to read with an eye for detail. Dahl often
plants clues early on—a throwaway line,
a  seemingly  insignificant  object—that
later  become  crucial.  The  pleasure  of
rereading  "Someone  Like  You"  lies  in

catching these foreshadowing moments.
Additionally,  consider  the  historical
context. Dahl wrote these stories in the
1940s  and  early  1950s,  a  period  of
postwar anxiety and social change. The
rigid gender roles, class distinctions, and
repressed emotions of  the era provide
fertile ground for his subversions.

CONCLUSION: A TIMELESS
COLLECTION OF SHADOWS AND
SMILES

In Roald Dahl Someone Like You, the
author  invites  us  to  look  under  the
surface  of  dai ly  l i fe  and  see  the
darkness,  cruelty,  and  absurdity  that
thrive there. Yet he does so with such
wit, economy, and narrative skill that we
cannot  look away.  The stories  are not
merely  exercises  in  shock;  they  are
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profound  meditations  on  the  human
condition, told with a wryness that keeps
the horror from becoming overwhelming.
Whether you are a longtime fan of Dahl
or  a newcomer to his  adult  work,  this
collection  deserves  a  place  on  your
bookshelf. It is a testament to the power
of  the  short  story—a  form  that  Dahl

mastered and made uniquely his  own.
Open the book, start with any story, and
prepare to be surprised, unsettled, and
thoroughly  entertained.  Because  in
Roald Dahl's world, you just might meet
someone  like  you—someone  whose
secret desires and unforeseen fates are
closer than you think.


