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INTRODUCTION:
UNLOCKING
CYBERSECURITY
CAREER GROWTH
WITH PROFESSOR
MESSER CYSA+

In  the  ever-evolving
world of cybersecurity,
earning  a  specialized
certification can be the
difference  between
landing  a  routine  IT
role and stepping into
a high-impact  security
ana lys t  pos i t i on .
A m o n g  t h e  m o s t
respected  credentials
is the CompTIA CySA+
( C y b e r s e c u r i t y
Analyst),  a  certification

that  val idates  the
h a n d s - o n  s k i l l s
required  to  detect,
analyze,  and  respond
to security threats. But
for  many  asp i r ing
professionals, the path
to  CySA+  can  seem
daunting—unless  you
know  about  the  right
resources .  That ’s
where  Professor
Messer CySA+ comes
in. Professor Messer, a
well-known educator in
the  IT  certification
space,  offers  free,
high-qual ity  video
t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e
CompTIA CySA+ exam.
This  article  explores
everything you need to
know  about  Professor
M e s s e r ’ s  C y S A +
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content,  why  it ’s  a
game-changer  for
exam preparation, and
how you can leverage
it to succeed.

WHO IS
PROFESSOR
MESSER?

Professor  Messer  is  a
veteran IT trainer who
has  built  a  reputation
for  providing free,  no-
nonsense  CompTIA
certification  training.
Since  2009,  he  has
helped  hundreds  of
thousands  of  students
pass  exams  like  A+,
Network+,  Security+,
and  now  CySA+.  His
t each ing  s t y l e  i s
straightforward:  he
focuses  on  the  exam
objectives,  explains
concepts  clearly,  and
avoids  unnecessary
fluff.  Professor
Messer’s CySA+ course
i s  p a r t  o f  h i s
commitment to making
high-quality  education

accessible to everyone.
Un l i ke  many  pa id
b o o t c a m p s  o r
subscr ip t ion -based
platforms,  all  of  his
v i d e o  c o n t e n t  i s
available  for  free  on
Y o u T u b e ,  w i t h
accompanying  course
notes and study groups
available for a nominal
f e e .  T h i s
democratization  of
c y b e r s e c u r i t y
education  has  made
Professor  Messer  a
h o u s e h o l d  n a m e
a m o n g  I T
professionals.

WHAT IS THE
COMPTIA CYSA+
CERTIFICATION?

Before  div ing  into
Professor  Messer’s
specific  CySA+
r e s o u r c e s ,  i t ’ s
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  what  the
certification  entails.
CompTIA CySA+ (Exam
CS0-003 as of 2024) is
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a mid-level certification
d e s i g n e d  f o r
cybersecurity analysts.
I t  br idges  the  gap
between  foundational
certifications  like
S e c u r i t y +  a n d
advanced  credentials
l ike  the  CISSP.  The
exam covers four main
domains:

Security1.
Operations and
Monitoring –
33% of the
exam, focusing
on threat
detection, log
analysis, and
SIEM tools.
Vulnerability2.
Management –
24% of the
exam, covering
scanning,
assessment, and
remediation.
Incident3.
Response and
Management –
20% of the
exam, including

detection,
containment, and
recovery.
Reporting and4.
Communication
– 23% of the
exam,
emphasizing
compliance,
reporting, and
stakeholder
communication.

Unlike  multiple-choice-
heavy  exams,  CySA+
includes  performance-
based  questions  that
test  practical  skills.
This is where Professor
Messer’s  hands-on
explanations  become
invaluable.

WHY PROFESSOR
MESSER CYSA+
TRAINING STANDS
OUT

Free,
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Compreh
ensive
Video

Series
Professor  Messer’s
CySA+  play l is t  on
YouTube includes over
50  videos  covering
every  exam objective.
Each video runs about
10–20 minutes, making
i t  e a s y  t o  d i g e s t
complex  topics  like
threat  hunting,  CVSS
scoring,  and  MITRE
ATT&CK  frameworks.
The  series  is  updated
to align with the latest
e x a m  v e r s i o n
(CS0-003),  ensuring
you’re learning current
material.  By  watching
the  entire  series,  you
gain  a  systemat ic
understanding  of  the
C y S A +  s y l l a b u s

without  spending  a
dime  on  courses.

Focus on
Real-
World
Applicatio
n
O n e  o f  t h e  b e s t
features  of  Professor
Messer’s  teaching  is
h i s  e m p h a s i s  o n
practical  application.
He  doesn’t  just  l ist
definitions;  he  explains
how a security analyst
would  actually  use
tools  like  Wireshark,
N m a p ,  o r  a  S I E M
console in a real-world
scenario. For example,
w h e n  d i s c u s s i n g
vulnerability  scanning,
he  walks  through  the
steps  of  identifying
false  positives  and
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prioritizing  patches.
This approach not only
prepares  you  for  the
exam  but  also  builds
job-ready skills.

Accessibl
e Study
Aids
While  the  videos  are
free,  Professor  Messer
also  offers  paid  study
r e s o u r c e s  t h a t
c o m p l e m e n t  h i s
training. These include
c o u r s e  n o t e s
( d e t a i l e d  P D F s
summariz ing  each
video)  and  practice
exams.  The  practice
exams  are  especially
valuable because they
simulate  the  actual
test  environment  and
include  performance-
based questions. Many
students  find  that
u s i n g  P r o f e s s o r

Messer’s  videos  along
with his  practice tests
creates  a  powerful
study  loop:  watch  the
v ideo ,  rev iew  the
notes,  then  test  your
knowledge.

Engaging
Communi
ty
Support
Professor Messer hosts
monthly  study group
sessions  on  YouTube
Live where he answers
questions  and reviews
tricky  topics.  These
sessions are interactive
and  bring  together  a
community  of  CySA+
candidates. Being part
of  these  live  streams
h e l p s  r e i n f o r c e
learning  and  provides
m o t i v a t i o n .
Add i t i ona l l y ,  h i s
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website  features  a
forum  where  students
can  d iscuss  exam
strategies.

HOW TO USE
PROFESSOR
MESSER CYSA+
FOR EXAM
PREPARATION

Step 1:
Download
the
Official
CompTIA
CySA+
Objective
s
B e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t
watch ing  v ideos ,

download  the  exam
o b j e c t i v e s  f r o m
CompTIA’s  website.
U s e  t h e m  a s  a
checklist.  Professor
Messer  structures  his
videos  according  to
these  objectives,  so
you  can  follow  along
systematically.  Mark
each topic as you finish
a video.

Step 2:
Watch
the
Videos in
Order
The  recommended
approach  is  to  watch
the entire playlist from
start  to  finish.
Professor  Messer’s
videos  flow  logically:
h e  b e g i n s  w i t h
foundational  concepts
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(like  security  control
f r ameworks )  and
moves  into  advanced
topics  (like  incident
response  playbooks).
Do  not  skip  around
unless you are already
familiar with a domain.
Watching  sequentially
b u i l d s  a  s o l i d
foundation.

Step 3:
Take
Notes
and Use
the
Course
Notes
If  you  purchase  the
official  course  notes,
highlight key points as
you  watch .  I f  not ,

c r e a t e  y o u r  o w n
summaries. Pay special
attention  to  acronyms
(IDS,  IPS,  SOAR,  XDR)
and  command-l ine
tools.  Repetition  is
key—after  each video,
wr i t e  down  th ree
things you learned.

Step 4:
Test
Yourself
with
Practice
Exams
Professor Messer offers
three  practice  exams
for  CySA+.  Use  them
after  completing  all
videos. Simulate exam
c o n d i t i o n s :  t i m e
y o u r s e l f ,  a v o i d
d is t rac t ions ,  and
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review  every  answer,
even the ones you got
r i g h t .  T h i s  h e l p s
identify  weak  areas.
T h e n  g o  b a c k  t o
specific  Professor
M e s s e r  v i d e o s  t o
reinforce those topics.

Step 5:
Join the
Study
Group
Attend at least one live
study  group  session
before  your  exam.
E v e n  i f  y o u  c a n ’ t
attend live,  watch the
recorded  sessions.
Professor Messer often
c o v e r s  t h e  m o s t
frequently  missed
questions and explains
why  certain  answers
a r e  c o r r e c t .  T h e
community  questions
also  expose  you  to

different  ways  of
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t
problems.

COMPARING
PROFESSOR
MESSER CYSA+
WITH OTHER
RESOURCES

While  there  are  many
C y S A +  t r a i n i n g
providers  (like  Jason
Dion,  Mike  Chapple,
and LinkedIn Learning),
Professor  Messer’s
offering  has  unique
advantages.  First,  it’s
f r e e — n o  o t h e r
comprehensive  video
course  matches  this
price point. Second, his
style  is  concise;  he
doesn’t spend hours on
tangent ia l  topics.
Third,  his  practice
exams are  notoriously
accurate  in  terms  of
difficulty  and  question
style.  Many  students
report that after using
Professor  Messer’s
materials,  the  actual
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exam  felt  easier.
H o w e v e r ,  s o m e
learners  prefer  more
visual  animations  or
h a n d s - o n  l a b s .
Professor  Messer  uses
s l ides  and  screen
recordings, which may
feel  less  interactive
t h a n  l a b - b a s e d
platforms.  For  hands-
on practice, you might
complement his videos
with a virtual lab (like
TryHackMe or a home
lab) .  But  fo r  pure
t h e o r e t i c a l
understanding  and
test-taking  strategy,
Professor  Messer  is
unmatched.

REAL-WORLD
VALUE OF CYSA+
AND PROFESSOR
MESSER’S ROLE

CySA+  is  recognized
by the U.S. Department
of Defense (DoD 8140)
and  many  employers
a s  a  b a s e l i n e  f o r

security  analyst  roles.
Earning it indicates you
can perform job tasks
like  configuring
moni tor ing  too ls ,
a n a l y z i n g  t h r e a t
in te l l i gence ,  and
coordinating  incident
response.  Professor
Messer ’s  t ra in ing
directly maps to these
skills.  For  example,  in
h i s  v ideo  on  “Log
Review and SIEM,” he
demonstrates  how  to
read  a  firewall  log  and
correlate  events.  This
practical  knowledge
helps you in  both the
exam  and  your  daily
work.
Moreover,  studying
with  Professor  Messer
instills  confidence.  His
ca lm,  method ica l
de l i ve ry  reduces
a n x i e t y .  M a n y
candidates  say  they
felt  underprepared
until  they  found  his
s e r i e s .  T h e
combination  of  free
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videos,  affordable
notes,  and community
s u p p o r t  m a k e s
Pro fessor  Messer
C y S A +  t h e  g o - t o
resource  for  budget-
conscious  learners.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
STUDYING WITH
PROFESSOR
MESSER CYSA+

Not following
the objectives:
Students
sometimes skip
videos they think
are irrelevant.
But CySA+
covers a broad
range. Watch
every video.
Relying solely
on videos:
While Professor
Messer’s videos
are excellent,
you must also do
hands-on

practice. Set up a
SIEM trial (like
Splunk Free) and
explore.
Ignoring
performance-
based
questions:
Professor Messer
explains PBQs in
his practice
exams. Don’t
skip them. Work
through each
one slowly.
Underestimatin
g the time
commitment:
The video series
is about 15 hours
total, but you
need to pause,
take notes, and
revisit. Plan for
at least 40–60
hours of study.

CONCLUSION

T h e  P r o f e s s o r
M e s s e r  C y S A +
training  series  is  an
invaluable resource for
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anyone  pursuing  the
C o m p T I A  C y S A +
certification.  It
combines  free,  high-
quality  video  lessons
with  affordable
s u p p l e m e n t a r y
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  a
supportive community.
B y  f o l l o w i n g  a
structured  study  plan
that includes Professor
Messe r ’ s  v i deos ,
course  notes,  and
practice  exams,  you
can  master  the  exam

objectives  and  build
practical  cybersecurity
analysis skills. Whether
you  are  swi tch ing
careers,  advancing
from a help desk role,
or aiming to meet DoD
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,
P ro fessor  Messer
provides a clear, cost-
effective  path  to
success. Start watching
today,  join  the  study
group,  and  take  a
confident  step  toward
becoming  a  certified
cybersecurity  analyst.


