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INTRODUCTION

For most drivers, a clean driving record
is  something  to  be  proud  of.  It  signifies
responsible  behavior  behind the wheel
and  keeps  insurance  premiums
manageable. Yet, one small mistake—a
speeding  ticket,  a  rolling  stop,  or  a
distracted  driving  citation—can  add  a
stain  to  that  record  in  the  form  of
demerit points. These points serve as a
state’s  way  of  tracking  unsafe  driving

behaviors. But what happens when those
p o i n t s  a c c u m u l a t e ?  I n  m a n y
jurisdictions,  exceeding  a  certain
threshold can lead to license suspension,
mandatory  driving  courses,  and
significantly  higher  insurance  costs.
That’s why knowing how to check your
demerit points regularly is not just good
practice—it’s  essential  for  protecting
your driving privileges and your wallet.
In  this  comprehensive  guide,  we’ll
explore  everything  you  need  to  know
about checking your demerit points, why
it matters, and what steps to take next.
Whether  you’re  a  new  driver  or  a
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seasoned motorist,  understanding your
point  balance  empowers  you  to  stay
ahead  of  potential  penalties  and
maintain  your  freedom  on  the  road.

WHAT ARE DEMERIT POINTS?

Demerit  points  are  a  scoring  system
used by most  states  and provinces to
track  traffic violations  and  identify  high-
risk drivers. When you are convicted of a
moving  violation—such  as  speeding,
running a red light, or reckless driving—a
specific  number  of  points  is  added  to
your driving record. The more severe the
infraction, the higher the point value. For
example, a minor speeding ticket might
add 2 points, while a DUI (driving under
the influence)  can add 6 or  more points
in many jurisdictions. The purpose of this
system  is  to  create  a  measurable

threshold  that  triggers  automatic
penalties once a driver accumulates too
many points within a given time period.
While  the  exact  point  values  and
suspension  limits  vary  by  state  or
province,  the  underlying  principle
remains the same: repeat offenders face
escalating  consequences  designed  to
protect  public  safety  on  the  roads.

WHY SHOULD YOU CHECK YOUR
DEMERIT POINTS?

Checking  your  demerit  points  is  not
merely an administrative chore—it is a
proactive step that can save you from
unexpected  license  suspension,  hefty
fines,  and  increased  insurance
premiums. Here are several compelling
reasons to stay on top of your driving
record:
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Avoid License Suspension: Most
states have a point ceiling (e.g., 12
points in one to three years) that
triggers a suspension. By
monitoring your points, you can
anticipate when you’re nearing
that limit and take corrective
action, such as completing a
defensive driving course to
remove points.
Control Insurance Costs:
Insurance companies routinely
review driving records. Too many
demerit points label you as a high-
risk driver, which can cause your
premiums to skyrocket. Regular
checks help you identify errors or
outdated violations that may be
unfairly inflating your rates.
Verify Accuracy: Mistakes

happen. Clerical errors, misapplied
points, or even identity theft can
result in incorrect points on your
record. Checking your record lets
you dispute inaccuracies before
they affect your legal standing.
Plan for the Future: Knowing
when points expire (typically after
2–3 years) helps you plan ahead. If
you're close to a suspension
threshold, you may decide to drive
more cautiously until older points
fall off.
Employment Considerations:
Many jobs, especially those
involving commercial driving,
require a clean record. Regular
monitoring ensures you can prove
your compliance during
background checks.
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In short, checking your demerit points is
an essential part of responsible vehicle
ownership. It gives you control over your
driving future and prevents unpleasant
surprises.

HOW DO I CHECK MY DEMERIT
POINTS?

The  exact  process  for  checking  your
demerit  points  depends  on  where  you
live, as each state or province operates
its own driver record system. However,
most  jurisdictions  offer  several
convenient  methods.  Below  we  break
down the most common ways to check
your points,  from quick online tools to
official in-person requests.

Checking Online
via the DMV or
DOT Website
The fastest and most popular method is
to use your local Department of Motor
Vehicles  (DMV)  or  Department  of
Transportation  (DOT)  online  portal.  In
most  states,  you  can  access  a  digital
copy of your driving record (often called
a  “driver  record”  or  “abstract”)  24/7.
Here’s how it typically works:

Visit your state’s official DMV or1.
DOT website. For example, in
California, you would go to the
California DMV; in New York, the
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NY DMV; in Florida, the FLHSMV.
Look for a section labeled “Driver2.
Records,” “Check Your Points,” or
“Order Driving Record.” Many
states now have a specific tool for
“How Do I Check My Demerit
Points” directly on the homepage.
You will be asked to provide3.
identifying information: your full
name, date of birth, driver’s
license number, and often the last
four digits of your Social Security
number.
Some states charge a small fee4.
(usually between $5 and $15) for
an official driving record. Others
offer a free “points summary” or
“point check” without the full
record details.
After payment (if required) and5.

identity verification, the system
displays your current point total, a
list of recent violations, and the
expiration dates for those points.

Important:  Always  use  the  official  .gov
website, not a third-party site that may
charge inflated fees or provide outdated
information.  If  you  are  unsure  of  the
correct URL, search for “state name DMV
official  website”  and  look  for  a  .gov
domain.

Checking by
Phone
If you prefer not to use the internet or
need  assistance,  many  DMVs  offer
automated phone services to check your
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point status. Call  the number listed on
your state’s DMV website. Be prepared
to  enter  your  driver’s  license  number
and sometimes  a  PIN  or  your  date  of
birth.  The automated system will  read
you your current point balance and may
also provide a mailed or emailed copy of
your  record  upon  request.  Note  that
phone services often have limited hours
and  may  not  provide  as  detai led
information  as  the  online  portal.

Checking by Mail
or In-Person
For  a  printed  official  record—which  is
sometimes required for legal purposes or
job applications—you can request a copy
by  mail  or  visit  a  local  DMV  office.  To

request by mail, download and complete
the  appropriate  form  (often  called  a
“Driver  Record  Request  Form”)  from
your state’s  DMV website.  Enclose the
required fee (check or money order) and
a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope.
Processing can take several weeks. For
an  in-person  visit,  bring  your  driver’s
license, proof of identity, and payment
method.  The  counter  agent  will  print
your  driving  record  on  the  spot.  This
option  is  most  useful  i f  you  need
immediate  documentation  or  have
trouble  with  online  systems.

Using Third-Party



How Do I Check My Demerit Points 7

7

Apps (With
Caution)
Several mobile apps and websites claim
to offer demerit point checking services.
While  some  are  legitimate—often
partnering  with  official  DMV  data
providers—many  are  not  and  may
charge  hidden  fees  or  harvest  your
personal  information.  If  you  choose  to
use a third-party tool, look for one that is
explicitly endorsed by your state’s DMV
or  has  strong  privacy  policies  and
positive reviews. Even then, understand
that  you  may  be  paying  extra  for
convenience, as most official DMV online
portals  already  offer  the  same
information  at  a  lower  cost.  When  in

doubt,  stick  with  official  channels  to
keep  your  data  secure.

WHAT INFORMATION DO YOU
NEED TO CHECK?

No  matter  which  method  you  choose,
you  will  need  specific  details  to  access
your  driving  record  securely.  Typical
requirements include:

Driver’s License Number: This
is the primary identifier. Make sure
it matches exactly as printed on
your physical license.
Full Legal Name: As it appears
on your license, including your
middle name if present.
Date of Birth: Used for
verification.
Social Security Number (or last
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four digits): Not all states require
this, but many do to prevent fraud
and identity errors.
Payment Information (if
applicable): A credit card or debit
card for online payments, or a
check/money order for mail
requests.
Current Address: To receive
mailed records or verify residency.

If you have recently moved or changed
your name, be sure your official record is
updated  first,  as  mismatches  can  cause
delays.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR DEMERIT
POINT RECORD

Once  you  receive  your  driving  record,
you’ll  see  a  list  of  violations  and  the

points assigned to each. It’s important to
understand the scoring system used in
your state. For instance, in New York, a
speeding ticket  can be 3 to 11 points
depending on the speed, while in Florida,
points range from 3 to 4 for speeding.
Additionally,  points  generally  stay  on
your record for a set period (commonly
two to three years), after which they are
removed automatically.  However,  even
after  points  expire,  the  violation  itself
may remain on your record for insurance
or  employment  checks.  Look  for  an
“expiration date” column next to each
violation. If you notice an older violation
that  should  have  expired,  or  a  point
value that seems too high, contact your
local DMV to dispute the entry.
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WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE TOO
MANY POINTS

If your point total is dangerously close to
your state’s suspension threshold, take
immediate  action.  Common  remedial
steps  include:

Enroll in a Defensive Driving
Course: Many states allow you to
have up to 3 or 4 points removed
by completing an approved
defensive driving or traffic safety
course. This is often allowed once
every 12 to 18 months. Check with
your DMV for approved providers
and submit the certificate of
completion.
Contest the Ticket: If you
believe a violation was incorrectly
recorded or you have a valid

defense, you may be able to
contest the ticket in court or
request a reduction through a plea
bargain. A traffic attorney can be
especially helpful for serious
infractions.
Drive Carefully: Avoid any
further violations until older points
expire. Keep a clean record for a
set period (often 6 to 12 months)
to earn a “good driver” discount or
reduce future penalties.
Request a Point Reduction
Hearing: Some states have formal
procedures for drivers to request a
point reduction based on good
behavior or completion of
rehabilitation programs.

Remember,  ignoring a high point  total
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will  only  make  matters  worse.  Most
states will send a warning letter before
suspension, but do not rely on that—be
proactive.

TIPS FOR KEEPING YOUR DRIVING
RECORD CLEAN

Prevention  is  always  better  than cure.
Here  are  practical  habits  to  avoid
accumulating  demerit  points  in  the  first
place:

Obey Speed Limits: Speed is the
most common source of points.
Use cruise control on highways
and pay attention to speed zone
changes, especially near schools
and construction areas.
Avoid Distracted Driving: Put
your phone away, don’t eat or

adjust the radio while driving.
Many states now impose points
specifically for distracted driving.
Never Drive Under the
Influence: DUI convictions carry
heavy point penalties and serious
legal consequences. Always
designate a sober driver or use
ride-share services.
Keep Your Vehicle in Good
Condition: Equipment violations
like broken taillights or illegal
modifications can also lead to
points. Perform regular
maintenance checks.
Maintain a Safe Following
Distance: Tailgating is often cited
as “following too closely” and can
result in points, especially if you
cause an


