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REDISCOVERING
HOME VIDEOS: A
CLOSER LOOK AT
THE VIVITAR
DIGITAL
CAMCORDER 947
HD

In  a  world  dominated
by  smartphones  that
shoot  4K  video,  it  is
easy  to  forget  that
c a p t u r i n g  l i f e ’ s
precious  moments
d o e s  n o t  a l w a y s
require  the  latest
flagship  device.  For
m a n y  f a m i l i e s ,
hobbyists,  and  first-
time users, a dedicated
yet  affordable

camcorder remains the
p e r f e c t  t o o l  f o r
preserving  memories.
Enter  the  Vivitar
Digital  Camcorder
947  Hd,  a  compact
and  budget-friendly
option that promises to
deliver  high-definition
v i d e o  r e c o r d i n g
without the complexity
or cost of professional
gear.  But  does  this
camcorder  still  hold
relevance in an era of
ubiquitous  mobi le
c a m e r a s ?  L e t  u s
explore  its  features,
performance,  and
o v e r a l l  v a l u e
proposit ion  in  this
comprehensive review.
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What is
the
Vivitar
Digital
Camcord
er 947

Hd?
The  Vivitar  Digital
Camcorder 947 Hd is
a n  e n t r y - l e v e l
camcorder  designed
primarily  for  casual
use r s  who  wan t  a
straightforward  device
for  recording  family
e v e n t s ,  s c h o o l
performances,  travel
h i g h l i g h t s ,  a n d
everyday  moments.
Manu fac tu red  by
Vivitar—a brand known
f o r  p r o d u c i n g

affordable  consumer
e l e c t r o n i c s — t h i s
camcorder  aims  to
balance  ease  of  use
with  decent  v ideo
quality.  It  records  in
720p  HD  resolution,
which, while not on par
with modern Full HD or
4K  standards,  st i l l
offers  a  noticeable
upgrade over standard-
definition cameras. The
unit is lightweight and
ergonomically  shaped,
making  it  comfortable
to  hold  for  extended
recording sessions.
One of the key selling
points  of  the  Vivitar
c a m c o r d e r  i s  i t s
simplicity. There are no
complicated  menus  or
steep  learning  curves.
Users can power it on,
point,  and  shoot.  This
makes it an appealing
choice  for  seniors,
young  chi ldren,  or
anyone who prefers  a
device that works right
o u t  o f  t h e  b o x .
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Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
camcorder  supports
both  video  and  still
image  capture,  giving
users  a  two-in-one
functionality  for  basic
photography needs.

Key
Features
and
Specificat
ions
To  understand  where
the  Vivitar  Digital
Camcorder  947  Hd
excels  and  where  it
falls short, let us break
d o w n  i t s  c o r e
specifications:

Video
Resolution:
720p HD (1280 x
720 pixels) at 30
frames per

second
Still Image
Resolution: Up
to 12 megapixels
(interpolated)
Digital Zoom:
8x digital zoom
Display: 2.7-
inch LCD screen
Storage:
SD/SDHC
memory card (up
to 32GB, not
included)
Battery:
Rechargeable
lithium-ion
battery (via USB)
Connectivity:
USB 2.0, AV
output, HDMI
output
Additional
Features:
Webcam
function, motion
detection, time-
lapse recording,
and built-in
microphone

These  features,  while
not  groundbreaking,
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a r e  t h o u g h t f u l l y
selected  to  cover  the
basics  that  a  casual
user would expect. The
inclusion  of  an  HDMI
output allows for direct
playback  on  HDTVs,
whi le  the  webcam
function  means  the
camcorder  can double
as a computer camera
for  v ideo  ca l l s—a
handy  add i t ion  in
today’s remote-friendly
world.

Video
Quality
and
Performa
nce
When it  comes to the
most critical aspect of
any  camcorder—video
quality—the  Vivitar
Digital  Camcorder

9 4 7  H d  d e l i v e r s
acceptable  results  in
g o o d  l i g h t i n g
conditions.  Outdoors
on  a  sunny  day,  the
footage appears bright,
with natural colors and
decent  clarity.  The
720p  resolut ion  is
sufficient  for  sharing
o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a ,
w a t c h i n g  o n  a
computer  screen,  or
p lay ing  back  on  a
standard HD television.
However, users should
not  expect  pristine
cinematic  quality.  In
low-light environments,
t h e  c a m c o r d e r
struggles:  grain  and
n o i s e  b e c o m e
noticeable,  and  the
image loses sharpness.
Th is  i s  typ ica l  fo r
b u d g e t  c a m e r a s
without  large  sensors
or  advanced  image
processing.
The 8x digital zoom is
a n o t h e r  a r e a  o f
compromise.  Unlike
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optical  zoom,  which
p r e s e r v e s  i m a g e
quality,  digital  zoom
simply  enlarges  the
pixels,  resulting  in  a
loss of detail.  While it
c a n  b e  u s e f u l  f o r
getting a closer view of
a  distant  subject,  the
f o o t a g e  q u i c k l y
becomes pixelated. For
b e s t  r e s u l t s ,  w e
recommend  keeping
the  zoom  minimal  or
moving  closer  to  the
s u b j e c t .  T h e
camcorder’s  autofocus
s y s t e m  w o r k s
adequately  for  static
scenes but can hunt for
focus when the subject
moves  qu ick ly—a
common  limitation  in
this  price  bracket.
A u d i o  c a p t u r e  i s
handled  by  a  built-in
microphone,  which
p i c k s  u p  s o u n d
reasonably  wel l  in
q u i e t  s e t t i n g s .
However,  wind  noise
a n d  b a c k g r o u n d

c h a t t e r  c a n  b e
intrusive.  An  external
microphone jack is not
available,  which  limits
a u d i o  q u a l i t y
improvements.  For
casual  home  videos,
the  audio  quality  is
generally  sufficient.

Ease of
Use and
User
Experienc
e
S i m p l i c i t y  i s  t h e
standout  trait  of  the
V i v i t a r  D i g i t a l
Camcorder  947  Hd.
The  device  boots  up
q u i c k l y ,  a n d  t h e
controls are intuitive: a
ded ica ted  record
button, a mode dial for
switching  between
v ideo,  photo ,  and
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playback,  and a zoom
rocker.  The  2.7-inch
LCD screen, though not
touch-enabled,  i s
br ight  enough  for
composing  shots  in
m o s t  i n d o o r  a n d
outdoor  settings.  The
m e n u  s y s t e m  i s
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ,
offering  options  like
w h i t e  b a l a n c e ,
e x p o s u r e
compensation,  and
scene  modes.  Users
who  want  a  no-fuss
c a m c o r d e r  w i l l
appreciate the lack of
overwhelming settings.
The  camcorder  also
features  a  mot ion
detection mode, which
s t a r t s  r e c o r d i n g
automatically  when
movement is  detected
within the frame.  This
c a n  b e  u s e f u l  f o r
security  or  wildlife
m o n i t o r i n g
applications. The time-
lapse recording feature
a d d s  c r e a t i v e

flexibility,  allowing
users to condense long
events—like  a  sunset
or  a  flower
blooming—into  short,
dynamic  clips.  These
extras,  though simple,
demonstrate  that
V i v i t a r  p a c k e d
c o n s i d e r a b l e
functionality into a low-
cost device.

Storage,
Battery
Life, and
Connectiv
ity
The  Vivitar  Digital
Camcorder  947  Hd
rel ies  on  SD/SDHC
memory  cards  fo r
storage.  It  supports
cards  up  to  32GB,
which can hold several
hours  of  HD  video.
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Keep in mind that the
camcorder  does  not
i n c l u d e  i n t e r n a l
memory, so purchasing
a  card  is  essential.  A
C l a s s  1 0  c a r d  i s
recommended  for
smooth  recording  at
720p.  Battery  life  is
moderate: the included
rechargeable  lithium-
ion  battery  provides
r o u g h l y  6 0  t o  9 0
minutes  of  continuous
recording,  depending
o n  u s a g e  a n d
conditions.  For  all-day
events,  carrying  a
spare  battery  or  a
portable  power  bank
(since  it  charges  via
USB) is advisable.
Connectivity  options
are practical. The USB
port  allows  for  both
charging  and  file
transfer to a computer.
The AV output enables
connection  to  older
TVs,  while  the  HDMI
output  is  ideal  for
modern  HDTVs.  As

m e n t i o n e d ,  t h e
webcam  mode  is  a
surprising  bonus—just
connect the camcorder
to a computer via USB,
and it can be used as a
camera  for  Skype,
Zoom,  or  other  video
conferencing  apps.
This adds versatility to
a  device  that  might
o therw ise  s i t  i n  a
drawer between family
gatherings.

Comparis
on to
Alternativ
es
In the crowded budget
camcorder market, the
V i v i t a r  D i g i t a l
Camcorder  947  Hd
competes  with  other
entry-level  models
from brands like Veho,
Amcrest,  and  even
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Vivitar’s  own  siblings.
C o m p a r e d  t o  a
s m a r t p h o n e ,  t h e
camcorder  offers  a
dedicated  ergonomic
shape, a physical zoom
c o n t r o l ,  a n d  t h e
convenience  of  not
draining  your  phone’s
battery. However, most
modern  smartphones
surpass  it  in  video
r e s o l u t i o n ,
stabilization,  and  low-
light  performance.  So
who  is  the  ideal  user
for this camcorder? It is
perfect  for  children
who  want  their  own
camera,  for  seniors
who  find  phone
screens  too  small,  or
for parents who need a
durable,  inexpensive
camera  that  can  be
handed  to  a  ch i ld
without  worry.
If  you  compare  the
Vivitar  947  HD  to  a
next-tier  camcorder
like  the  Canon  Vixia
se r ies  (a t  a  much

higher  pr ice) ,  the
differences  are  stark:
optical  zoom,  image
stabilization,  superior
low-light handling, and
higher  resolution.  But
those camcorders cost
five to ten times more.
The Vivitar is not trying
to  compete  in  that
league; it  is  a simple,
affordable  tool  for
basic  recording  needs.

Pros and
Cons at a
Glance
To  help  you  decide,
here  is  a  balanced
s u m m a r y  o f  t h e
V i v i t a r  D i g i t a l
Camcorder  947  Hd
s t r e n g t h s  a n d
weaknesses:

PROS

Extremely
affordable price
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point
Easy to use,
suitable for all
ages
Lightweight and
portable design
Includes webcam
and time-lapse
features
HDMI output for
direct TV
playback

CONS

Only 720p
resolution (not
Full HD)
Digital zoom
degrades image
quality
Poor low-light
performance
No image
stabilization
(footage can be
shaky)
Limited battery
life
No external
microphone input

Tips for
Getting
the Best
Results
I f  y o u  d e c i d e  t o
purchase  the  Vivitar
Digital  Camcorder
947  Hd ,  here  are  a
few  tips  to  maximize
your video quality:

Use ample1.
lighting: Record
in well-lit
environments to
reduce noise and
improve clarity.
Minimize2.
digital zoom:
Move closer to
your subject
whenever
possible instead
of using zoom.
Steady your3.
hands: Use both
hands or a small
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tripod to
counteract the
lack of
stabilization.
Adjust4.
settings:
Experiment with
white balance
and exposure in
the menu for
different lighting
conditions.
Format your SD5.
card: Always
format the card
in the camcorder
before first use
to avoid file
errors.

Final
Verdict:
Is the
Vivitar

Digital
Camcord
er 947 Hd
Worth It?
The  Vivitar  Digital
Camcorder 947 Hd is
a  product  of  its  price
and  purpose.  It  does
no t  a im  to  dazz le
videophiles  or  replace
a  p r o f e s s i o n a l
camcorder.  Instead,  it
serves a specific niche:
use r s  who  wan t  a
simple,  affordable,  and
f u n c t i o n a l  v i d e o
camera  for  casual
record ing .  I t s  HD
output,  while  modest,
is  perfectly  adequate
f o r  h o m e  v i d e o s ,
school  projects,  and
social  media  uploads.
T h e  a d d i t i o n  o f
webcam  mode  and
time-lapse  adds  value
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beyond basic shooting.
In  a  market  flooded
w i t h  e x p e n s i v e
gadgets, there is still a
place  for  a  no-fril ls
camcorder  that  just
works. The Vivitar 947
HD  won’t  win  awards
for image quality, but it
will  help  you  capture
memories  without
b r e a k i n g  t h e
bank—and  sometimes,
that  is  exactly  what
you  need.  If  you  set
realistic  expectations,
this  little  camcorder
c a n  b e  a  r e l i a b l e
companion  for  your
family’s  storytelling.

Ultimately,  the  choice
d e p e n d s  o n  y o u r
needs.  If  you  value
simplicity,  low  cost,
a n d  a  d e d i c a t e d
recording  device,  the
V i v i t a r  D i g i t a l
Camcorder 947 Hd is
a  sol id  entry- level
option.  If  you demand
high resolution, smooth
stabi l izat ion,  and
excellent  low-light
capability,  you  may
want  to  invest  more.
For everyone else, this
camcorder proves that
you  don’t  need  the
latest  technology  to
d o c u m e n t  l i f e ’ s
beautiful  moments.


