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INTRODUCTION:
REVISITING A
LANDMARK
EPISODE OF A
FORENSIC CRIME
CLASSIC

For  over  a  decade,
CSI:  Crime  Scene
Investigation  defined
the  forensic  cr ime
d r a m a  g e n r e ,
captivating  audiences
with  its  meticulous
attention  to  scientific
d e t a i l  a n d  i t s
compelling  ensemble
cast.  By  the  time the
show  reached  i t s

eleventh season, it had
already  weathered
significant  cast
c h a n g e s ,  y e t  i t
continued  to  deliver
powerful,  character-
driven  stories.  One
such  episode  that
s tands  ou t  fo r  i t s
int r icate  p lot  and
stellar performances is
Season 11, Episode 19,
t i t l ed  "The  Pan ty
Sniffer." This episode is
a  prime  example  of
how  the  series  could
blend  a  disturbing
c r i m e  w i t h  d e e p
character  exploration.
For any dedicated fan,
understanding the CSI
Las Vegas Season 11
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Episode  19  cast  is
crucial  to  appreciating
the nuanced dynamics
that made this episode
so  memorable.  This
article  will  delve  into
the primary and guest
actors,  their  roles  in
the  episode,  and  how
their  performances
contr ibuted  to  the
overall  narrative.

BREAKING DOWN
THE MAIN CAST:
THE NIGHT SHIFT
LINEUP

By  Season  11,  the
original  Las  Vegas
team had undergone a
transformation.  While
some  beloved  faces
had  moved  on,  the
core  remained  strong,
a n c h o r e d  b y
e x p e r i e n c e d
supervisors who guided
a  new  generation  of
investigators.  The  CSI
Las Vegas Season 11
Episode  19  cast
features  the  regulars

w h o  w e r e  t h e
backbone of  the show
at that time.

Laurence
Fishburne
as Dr.
Raymond
Langston
Laurence  Fishburne
jo ined  the  cast  in
S e a s o n  9  a s  a
replacement  for  the
iconic  Gil  Grissom.
While  his  tenure  was
controversial  among
some  fans,  Fishburne
brought  a  un ique
i n t e n s i t y  a n d
intellectual curiosity to
t h e  r o l e  o f  D r .
Raymond Langston.  In
"The  Panty  Sniffer,"
Langston  finds  himself
at  the  center  of  an
invest igat ion  that
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c h a l l e n g e s  h i s
psychological  insight.
He is called to a bizarre
crime  scene  where  a
w o m a n  h a s  b e e n
brutally murdered, and
the  primary  evidence
i n v o l v e s  s t o l e n
underwear. Fishburne’s
performance highlights
Langston’s  methodical
and  often  cerebral
approach  to  crime-
solving.  He  is  less  a
veteran  crime  fighter
and  more  a  scholar
applying  behavioral
science  to  the  grim
reality  of  murder.  In
t h i s  e p i s o d e ,  h i s
interactions  with  the
suspect  showcase  his
ability  to  peel  back
layers  of  deception,
m a k i n g  h i m  a
compelling lead for this
particular case.

Marg

Helgenbe
rger as
Catherine
Willows
Marg  Helgenberger’s
Catherine Willows was
a fan favorite from the
very  first  episode.  As
t h e  n i g h t  s h i f t
supervisor,  Catherine
had  evolved  from  a
former  stripper  and
single  mother  into  a
tough,  savvy,  and
h igh ly  respec ted
leader.  In  Season  11,
Catherine  was  dealing
with  the  fallout  from
h e r  t u m u l t u o u s
personal life,  including
her father’s death and
her ex-husband’s legal
troubles. In "The Panty
Sniffer,"  Catherine
takes a step back from
the direct investigation



4

4 Csi Las Vegas Season 11 Episode 19
Cast

2023-08-26

to  manage  the  team,
but her presence is felt
in  every  decis ion.
Helgenberger  expertly
conveys  Catherine’s
maternal authority and
h e r  u n y i e l d i n g
commitment to justice.
W h e n  t h e  t e a m
d i s c u s s e s  t h e
psychological  profile  of
the  killer,  Catherine
provides the grounding
perspective,  reminding
them  that  the  victim
dese rves  d ign i t y
despite  the  salacious
nature  of  the  crime.
Her  performance  in
this episode reinforces
w h y  s h e  w a s  t h e
perfect  successor  to
lead  the  team.

George
Eads as

Nick
Stokes
George  Eads’  Nick
Stokes was the heart of
the  CSI  team.  Known
for his Southern charm
and deep empathy for
victims, Nick was often
the  most  emotionally
involved  investigator.
In this episode, Nick is
partnered  with  Greg
Sanders to process the
c r i m e  s c e n e  a n d
interview  potential
suspects. Eads brings a
pa lpable  sense  of
d isgust  and  moral
outrage  to  the  role,
particularly  when  the
team  discovers  the
extent  of  the  killer’s
obsessive  behavior.
Nick’s  intuition  is  on
fu l l  d i sp lay  as  he
correctly  identifies
subtle  inconsistencies
in  a  suspect’s  story.
The  episode  allows
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Eads  to  showcase
Nick’s  vulnerability
without  making  him
seem weak; instead, it
highlights his profound
sense  of  justice.  His
chemistry  with  other
c a s t  m e m b e r s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  E r i c
Szmanda, adds a layer
of  authenticity  to  the
team’s dynamic.

Eric
Szmanda
as Greg
Sanders
Greg  Sanders  began
his  CSI  journey  as  a
quirky  lab  technician
before  transitioning  to
a  field  agent.  By
Season  11,  Greg  is  a
confident  and
respected CSI. In "The
Panty  Sniffer,"  Greg’s
scientific  background

proves  invaluable.  He
i s  t a s k e d  w i t h
analyzing  the  forensic
evidence,  including
fibers,  DNA,  and  the
unique  nature  of  the
thefts.  Eric  Szmanda
delivers a performance
that  balances  Greg’s
inherent optimism with
the grim realities of the
case .  He  shares  a
wonderful rapport with
Nick Stokes,  and their
s c e n e s  t o g e t h e r
provide both levity and
f o c u s .  G r e g ’ s
ded ica t ion  to  the
science  is  a  key  plot
point, as a small piece
of overlooked evidence
ultimately leads to the
resolution of the case.
Szmanda’s  portrayal
ensures  that  Greg
remains  a  relatable
and  likable  character,
even  when  dealing
w i t h  t h e  d a r k e s t
subject  matter.
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Paul
Guilfoyle
as
Captain
Jim Brass
Captain  J im  Brass,
played by the late Paul
Gui l foyle,  was  the
police  department’s
liaison to the CSI team.
Brass  was  a  grizzled
homicide  detective
with  a  dry  wit  and  a
strong moral compass.
In this episode, Brass is
responsible  for  the
initial  interrogation  of
the  prime  suspect.
Guilfoyle’s  ability  to
switch  from  a  gruff,
intimidating  cop  to  a
man of quiet empathy
is on full display here.
He engages in a tense,
psychological  cat-and-

mouse game with  the
suspect,  using  his
decades of experience
to  chip  away  at  their
alibi.  Brass’s  role  in
"The  Panty  Sniffer"  is
less  about  physical
evidence  and  more
about  human  nature.
H i s  s c e n e s  a r e  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
i n t e r r o g a t i o n
technique,  and  they
p r o v i d e  a  s t a r k
contrast  to  the  more
scientific  approach  of
the  CSIs.

Wallace
Langham
as David
Hodges
David  Hodges,  played
by  Wallace  Langham,
was the  sarcastic  and
often insubordinate lab
technician  who  slowly
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won  the  hear ts  o f
viewers. By Season 11,
Hodges had become a
valued member of the
team,  though  his  ego
remained intact. In this
episode,  Hodges  is  in
the lab, processing the
evidence alongside his
co l league,  Wendy
Simms  (Liz  Vassey).
His  analysis  of  the
“panty sniffer’s” DNA is
c ruc ia l .  Langham
brings  his  signature
blend  of  superiority
and  insecurity  to  the
role.  He  complains
about  having  to  work
on a case that involves
such  a  degrad ing
c r i m e ,  y e t  h e  i s
meticulous in his work.
H o d g e s ’  s c e n e s
provide  much-needed
comic  relief  without
u n d e r m i n i n g  t h e
seriousness  of  the
investigation.

GUEST STARS AND

SUPPORTING
CAST: THE
CHARACTERS WHO
ELEVATED THE
STORY

A television episode is
only  as  strong  as  its
guest  cast.  The  CSI
Las Vegas Season 11
Episode 19 cast also
f e a t u r e s  s e v e r a l
talented  guest  actors
who brought the story
to  life.  The  episode
revolves  around  the
murder  of  a  young
w o m a n  a n d  t h e
subsequent hunt for a
serial  fetishist.  The
guest stars are integral
to  raising  the  stakes
and  prov id ing  the
antagonists  for  the
team  to  overcome.

The
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Prime
Suspect:
Michael
Carbonar
o as "The
Panty

Sniffer"
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
memorable  aspects  of
this  episode  is  the
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f
Michael  Carbonaro,
who is best known for
his  magic  and  hidden
camera pranks on The
Carbonaro  Effect.  In  a
surprising and effective
turn, Carbonaro plays a
disturbed  individual
who has a compulsive
fetish  for  women’s
u n d e r w e a r .  H i s

character  is  initially
p o r t r a y e d  a s  a
pathetic,  lonely  man,
but as the investigation
d e e p e n s ,  a  m u c h
d a r k e r  a n d  m o r e
d a n g e r o u s  s i d e
emerges.  Carbonaro’s
performance is chilling
in  i t s  rea l i sm.  He
avoids  playing  the
c h a r a c t e r  a s  a
stereotypical  monster,
instead  presenting  a
man  who  is  deeply
t r o u b l e d  a n d
completely unaware of
the  severity  of  his
a c t i o n s .  H i s
in teract ions  w i th
Langston and Brass are
the dramatic highlights
o f  t h e  e p i s o d e ,
s h o w c a s i n g  a
f a s c i n a t i n g
psychological conflict.

The
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Victim
and Her

Family
The episode opens with
the murder of a young
woman,  p layed  by
Jessica Szohr  (known
for  Gossip  Girl).  While
her  screen  t ime  is
l i m i t e d ,  S z o h r
effectively portrays the
innocent  victim whose
life  was  cut  tragically
short. The grief of her
family  is  conveyed
through  power fu l
performances by guest
actors  who  play  her
mother  and boyfriend.
They  p rov ide  the
emotional  anchor  for
the  CSIs,  reminding
them that behind every
piece of evidence is a
h u m a n  l i f e .  T h e
boyfriend, in particular,
becomes  a  suspicious
figure  initially,  and  the

actor’s  performance
successfully  misleads
the  audience  before
the  truth  is  revealed.

Recurring
Character
: Wendy
Simms
Liz Vassey appears as
lab  technician  Wendy
S imms.  She  has  a
close,  often  bickering
relationship with David
H o d g e s .  I n  t h i s
episode, Wendy is the
one who discovers the
critical  forensic  link
that ties the suspect to
an  ea r l i e r  c r ime .
Vassey’s  chemistry
with Wallace Langham
continues to be one of
the  show’s  subt le
de l igh ts ,  and  her
c h a r a c t e r ’ s
competence  ensures
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that the lab work is as
compelling  as  the  field
work.  Her  inclusion  in
the  CSI  Las  Vegas
Season  11  Episode
19  cast  p rov ides
continuity for long-time
viewers.

PLOT SYNOPSIS
AND CHARACTER
ARCS: HOW THE
CAST SHINES

To fully appreciate the
performance of the CSI
Las Vegas Season 11
Episode 19 cast, it is
helpful  to  understand
the  plot.  The  episode
b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e
d i s c o v e r y  o f  a
murdered  woman  in
her  apartment.  The
scene  is  bizarre:  the
woman  was  killed  in
her sleep, but the only
things  missing  are  a
few pairs of underwear.
The  team  qu i ck l y
rea l i zes  they  a re
dealing  with  a  serial
fetishist  whose  crimes

have  escalated  to
murder.
Catherine  recognizes
the  pattern  from  a
previous  case,  linking
the current murder to a
str ing  of  unsolved
burglaries.  The  main
cast splits into pairs to
process  evidence  and
t r a c k  d o w n  t h e
suspect. Nick and Greg
c a n v a s s  t h e
neighborhood,  while
Langston  and  Brass
interview  the  prime
suspect,  played  by
Carbonaro. The tension
rises  as  the  suspect,
who  initially  seems
harmless,  reveals  a
violent  and  obsessive
side under pressure.
Hodges  and  Wendy
work  tirelessly  in  the
lab to match DNA from
a  u n i q u e  t y p e  o f
adhesive found on the
stolen  garments.  The
episode’s climax takes
p l a c e  i n  a n
interrogation  room,
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where  Langston  uses
h is  psycho log ica l
expertise  to  force  a
confession.  The  final
act  is  a  race  against
time to find a potential
second  victim.  The
entire  cast  works  in
s y n c ,  w i t h  e a c h
character  contributing
a  crucial  piece  of  the
puzzle.  The  episode
ends on a somber note,
highlighting  the  tragic
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
untreated  menta l
i l l n e s s  a n d  t h e
dedication  of  the  CSI
team  to  finding  the
truth.

Why This
Episode
Matters
This episode is a strong
example of CSI’s "case
of  the  week"  formula,
but  it  is  elevated  by

the performances. The
main  cast  is  g iven
material  that  allows
them to showcase their
u n i q u e  s k i l l s :
Catherine’s leadership,
Nick’s empathy, Greg’s
s c i e n c e ,  B r a s s ’ s
interrogation  tactics,
a n d  L a n g s t o n ’ s
p s y c h o l o g y .  T h e
inclusion  of  a  well-
k n o w n  a c t o r  l i k e
Michael Carbonaro in a
dramatic  role adds an
element of surprise for
v iewers .  Fo r  fans
looking to analyze the
C S I  L a s  V e g a s
Season  11  Episode
19 cast,  this  episode
demonstrates  the
depth of talent that the
show consistently had,
e v e n  i n  i t s  l a t e r
seasons.  The  cast
members  successfully
humanizes a disturbing
story,  keeping  the
focus  on  the  victims
and  the  relentless
pursuit  of  justice.
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CONCLUSION: A
CAST THAT
DEFINED AN ERA

In retrospect, CSI Las
Vegas  Season  11
E p i s o d e  1 9  i s  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
enduring  power  of  a
strong  ensemble  cast.
The  ac to r s  l i s t ed
a b o v e — L a u r e n c e
F i s h b u r n e ,  M a r g
Helgenberger,  George
Eads,  Eric  Szmanda,
Paul  Guilfoyle,  and
Wallace  Langham,
along with the talented
guest stars—created a
believable world where
science  and  human
intuition  worked  hand
in  hand.  Whi le  the
episode’s  title  might
s u g g e s t  a

sensationalist  story,
the  cast’s  grounded
performances ensure it
remains  a  thoughtful
and engaging entry in
the  series.  For  new
viewers  discovering
the show or long-time
fans  rev is i t ing  i t ,
paying  close  attention
t o  t h e  c a s t ’ s
interactions  in  this
episode  reveals  why
C S I  r e m a i n s  a
benchmark for network
television  drama.  The
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a
compelling case and a
p e r f e c t l y  t u n e d
ensemble makes this a
must-watch  episode
that  showcases  the
very best of  what the
series had to offer.


