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EMBRACING THE
ULTIMATE
SURRENDER: A
DEEP DIVE INTO A
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DAVID NASSER

I n  a  w o r l d  t h a t
constantly urges us to
accumulate  more,
achieve  higher  status,
and  p rese rve  ou r
comfort  at  all  costs,
the message of A Call
To  D ie  By  Dav id
Nasser  arrives  like  a
thunderclap  in  the
silence of a complacent
culture.  This  is  not  a
book  for  the  faint  of
heart  or  for  those

looking  for  a  gentle
affirmation  of  their
current lifestyle. It is a
rad ica l ,  counte r -
intuitive  blueprint  for
authentic  Christian
d i sc ip lesh ip  tha t
challenges  the  very
foundations of modern
self-help  theology.  At
i ts  core,  th is  work
dares to ask a question
that  many  prefer  to
avoid:  What  does  it
truly mean to lose your
life  in  order  to  find  it?
Nasser does not offer a
comfortable  gospel
tailored  to  fit  the
Amer i can  d ream;
instead, he presents a
raw, biblical call to the
ancient  path  of  self-
denial,  cross-bearing,
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and absolute surrender
to  the  lo rdsh ip  o f
Christ.

Who Is
David
Nasser
and Why
This
Message
Matters
Before  understanding
the weight of A Call To
Die By David Nasser,
it is important to grasp
the background of the
m a n  b e h i n d  t h e
message. David Nasser
is  not  a  theologian
writing  from  an  ivory
tower. He is an Iranian-
American  evangelist
and  author  who  fled

religious persecution in
his home country as a
child. His journey from
Islam  to  Christianity
gives  him  a  unique
perspective on the cost
of  discipleship.  Having
experienced the reality
that  following  Jesus
could literally cost him
everything,  Nasser
s p e a k s  w i t h  a n
authenticity  that  is
b o t h  r a r e  a n d
c o m p e l l i n g .  H i s
personal  history  of
sacrifice  lends
c red ib i l i t y  to  the
difficult  truths  he
presents  in  this  book.
He  understands  that
for millions of believers
around the  world,  the
cal l  to  d ie  is  not  a
metaphor—it is a daily
reality.  This  global
perspective infuses the
b o o k  w i t h  a
seriousness  that  cuts
t h r o u g h  t h e
c o m f o r t a b l e
a s s u m p t i o n s  o f
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Western Christianity.

The Core
Thesis of
A Call To
Die By
David
Nasser
The  central  argument
o f  t h e  b o o k  i s
deceptively simple yet
profoundly  difficult  to
live out.  Nasser posits
that the Christian life is
n o t  a b o u t  s e l f -
improvement, personal
fulfillment,  or  even
finding your purpose in
the  way  the  wor ld
typically  defines  it.
Instead,  it  is  about
death.  Not  a  physical
death  necessarily,  but
a  spiritual,  emotional,

and volitional death to
self.  He draws heavily
from the words of Jesus
in Luke 9:23: "Whoever
wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves
and take up their cross
daily  and  follow  me."
Nasser insists that this
v e r s e  i s  n o t  a
suggestion  for  the
ultra-committed;  it  is
t h e  b a s e l i n e
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r
anyone who claims the
name  of  Christ.  The
book  systematically
dismantles the popular
notion  that  you  can
have  Jesus  and  keep
your  old  life  intact.  It
argues that the two are
f u n d a m e n t a l l y
incompatible.

Deconstr
ucting
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the
Modern
Gospel of

Comfort
A  significant  portion  of
A  Ca l l  To  D ie  By
Dav id  Nasser  i s
dedicated  to  exposing
what  he  ca l l s  t he
"counterfeit  gospel"  of
o u r  a g e .  T h i s
counterfeit  promises
health,  wealth,  and
happiness  without  the
r e q u i r e m e n t  o f
sacrifice.  It  presents
God as a cosmic butler
who exists to serve our
needs  and  fulfill  our
d r e a m s .  N a s s e r
confronts  this  error
head-on,  arguing  that
such  a  gospel  is  not
the  gospel  at  all.  He
challenges  readers  to
e x a m i n e  t h e i r

m o t i v a t i o n s  f o r
following Christ. Are we
drawn to Jesus because
o f  w h o  H e  i s ,  o r
because  of  what  He
can give us? The book
systematically exposes
the  subtle  idolatry  of
comfort that has crept
i n t o  t h e  m o d e r n
church. It calls readers
to  repent  not  only  of
obvious sins but also of
the subtle sin of using
God for personal gain.
This  section  of  the
book  is  particularly
uncomfortable because
it forces readers to see
how deeply the values
of  consumerism  have
infected  their  spiritual
lives.

Understa
nding the
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Daily
Cross: A
Practical

Theology
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
m i s u n d e r s t o o d
concepts in Christianity
is  the  idea  of  "taking
up  your  cross."  Many
people interpret this as
s imply  endur ing  a
difficult  circumstance,
such  as  a  ch ron ic
illness,  a  difficult
m a r r i a g e ,  o r  a
challenging  job.  While
these  are  legitimate
hardships,  Nasser
argues  that  the  cross
represents  something
far  more  specific.  In
the  first  century,  a
c r o s s  w a s  a n
i n s t r u m e n t  o f
execut ion .  A  man
carrying his cross was

on  h i s  way  to  d ie .
Therefore,  taking  up
your  cross  does  not
mean  to lerat ing  a
bu rden ;  i t  means
w i l l i ng ly  wa lk ing
t o w a r d  y o u r  o w n
death.  The  death  of
your  ambitions,  your
reputation, your rights,
and  your  desire  for
control. A Call To Die
By  David  Nasser
pushes  readers  to
identify  the  specific
areas  where  they  are
still clinging to life. For
some, it is the need for
approval. For others, it
is the pursuit of wealth
or  sexual  gratification.
The  book  provides  a
f r a m e w o r k  f o r
identifying  these  "life
s o u r c e s "  a n d
surrendering  them  to
God.

The
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Paradox
of Finding
Life
Through

Death
Nasser  masterfully
explores  the  central
p a r a d o x  o f  t h e
Christian faith: that the
only way to truly live is
to first die. This is not a
morbid  or  pessimistic
doctrine;  it  is  actually
the  path  to  genuine
freedom and  joy.  The
book  illustrates  this
pr inc ip le  through
bibl ical  examples,
church  history,  and
c o n t e m p o r a r y
testimonies.  When  we
die  to  the  need  for
validation from others,
we  become  free  to
s e r v e  w i t h o u t

expectation.  When we
die  to  the  pursuit  of
material  wealth,  we
discover  the  riches  of
contentment  in  Christ.
When  we  die  to  our
pride,  we  open  the
door  to  authent ic
relationships.  A  Call
To  D ie  By  Dav id
Nasser shows that the
surrendered life is not
a life of misery; it is a
life  of  liberation.  The
things  we  cling  to  so
tightly are actually the
v e r y  t h i n g s  t h a t
i m p r i s o n  u s .  B y
releasing  them  in  an
act  of  spiritual  death,
we make room for the
resurrection  life  of
Christ  to  flow  through
us.

Practical
Steps for
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Living the
Crucified

Life
While  A Call  To  Die
By  David  Nasser  is
deeply theological, it is
also intensely practical.
Nasser does not leave
readers in the abstract
realm  of  theory.  He
provides  concrete
steps for  applying the
principle  of  death  to
self in daily life. These
include  regular  self-
examination  through
the  lens  of  Scripture,
the discipline of fasting
to break the power of
physical appetites, and
the practice of serving
others in hidden ways
that receive no earthly
reward .  The  book
encourages readers to
deve lop  a  "c ross -
centered" view of their
daily  decisions.  Before

making  any  choice,
Nasser suggests asking
the  question:  "Does
this  decision  lead  me
toward  self-denial  or
self-indulgence?"  This
s imple  d iagnost ic
question can transform
how  we  approach
everything  from  our
spending habits to our
relationships. The book
also  emphasizes  the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
community  in  th is
process.  We  cannot
live the crucified life in
isolation.  We  need
brothers  and  sisters
who will speak truth to
u s ,  h o l d  u s
accountab le ,  and
encourage us when the
path becomes difficult.

The Role
of



8

8 A Call To Die By David Nasser 2022-12-01

Suffering
in
Spiritual
Formatio

n
Another  key  theme in
A  Ca l l  To  D ie  By
David  Nasser  is  the
e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  o f
suffering  in  the
Christ ian  l i fe.  In  a
culture  that  views
suffering  as  an
anomaly to be avoided
at  all  costs,  Nasser
presents it as a normal
and  even  necessary
part of spiritual growth.
H e  d r a w s  o n  t h e
example of the Apostle
Paul,  who  boasted  in
h i s  w e a k n e s s e s
because  they  made
room for the power of
Christ.  Suffering,

according to Nasser, is
God's  primary tool  for
detaching us from the
world and attaching us
to Himself. It is the fire
that  burns  away  our
self-reliance  and  the
pressure  that  crushes
our  pride.  The  book
does  not  offer  shallow
p la t i t udes  abou t
"looking on the bright
side." Instead, it invites
readers  to  embrace
suffering as a gift  from
the  hand  of  a  loving
F a t h e r  w h o  i s
committed  to  their
transformation.  This
perspective  has  the
power  to  radical ly
c h a n g e  h o w  w e
respond  to  t r ia l s .
Instead of asking "How
can I get out of this?"
we  can  begin  to  ask
"What is God trying to
k i l l  in  me  through
this?"
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A Call To
Die By
David
Nasser
and the
Cost of
Disciples

hip
This  book stands in  a
l o n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f
Christian literature that
t a k e s  t h e  c o s t  o f
discipleship  seriously.
It echoes the voices of
Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,
A.W.  Tozer,  and  John
Stott,  who  all  warned
against  the  danger  of
cheap  grace.  Nasser's
contribution  to  this
t r a d i t i o n  i s  h i s

c o n t e m p o r a r y
application  of  these
ancient  truths.  He
speaks  directly  to  the
challenges of the 21st-
century believer who is
s u r r o u n d e d  b y
m a t e r i a l i s m ,
d i s t r a c t i o n ,  a n d
spiritual  apathy.  He
addresses  the  specific
temptations  of  the
digital  age,  including
t h e  a d d i c t i o n  t o
validation  through
social  media  and  the
constant  pursuit  of
n o v e l t y  a n d
entertainment.  A Call
To  D ie  By  Dav id
Nasser  is  a  wake-up
call for those who have
become complacent in
the i r  fa i th .  I t  i s  a
chal lenge  to  move
beyond the elementary
t e a c h i n g s  o f
Christianity and pursue
the  deeper,  harder,
more  glorious  path  of
radical obedience.
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The
Global
Perspecti
ve: Dying
for Christ
Around
the World
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compelling  aspects  of
the  book  is  Nasser's
frequent  reference  to
the persecuted church.
He  reminds  readers
that  for  many  of  our
brothers and sisters in
hostile regions, the call
to  die  is  literal.  They
face  imprisonment,
torture,  and death  for
their  al legiance  to
Christ.  This  global
perspective  shatters

the  illusion  that  the
C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  i s
supposed to be easy. It
calls into question the
priorities of believers in
the  West  who  spend
their  energy  pursuing
comfort and security. A
Call To Die By David
Nasse r  u s e s  t h e
t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e
persecuted church not
to  induce  guilt  but  to
inspire courage. If they
can  face  martyrdom
with joy, surely we can
face  the  small  deaths
required  of  us—the
death of a grudge, the
death of a sinful habit,
the  death  of  a  selfish
ambition.  The  book
creates  a  sense  of
sol idarity  with  the
global  body  of  Christ
and reminds us that we
are  part  of  a  story
much  larger  than  our
own.
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Addressin
g
Common
Objection
s and
Misunder

standings
Nasser  is  aware  that
his  message  will  be
met  with  resistance.
He  spends  significant
time  addressing  the
o b j e c t i o n s  t h a t
naturally  arise  when
t h e  c a l l  t o  d i e  i s
presented  clearly.
Some  readers  wi l l
a c c u s e  h i m  o f
promoting  a  works-
based salvation.  He is
careful  to  clarify  that
the death to self is not

a  means  of  earning
God's  favor;  it  is  the
natural  response  to
grace already received.
Others  will  worry  that
this  message leads to
passivity  or  a  lack  of
amb i t i on .  Nasser
refutes this by showing
that true death to self
actually releases us to
pursue God's purposes
with  greater  energy
and  focus.  When  we
are no longer enslaved
to our own ego, we are
f r e e  t o  d o
extraordinary  things
for the kingdom. A Call
To  D ie  By  Dav id
Nasser also addresses
the  fear  that  total
surrender will lead to a
boring  or  miserable
life.  On  the  contrary,
Nasser argues that the
surrendered life is the
most adventurous and
fulfilling  life  possible,
precisely because it is
aligned with the will of
the Creator.
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The
Resurrect
ion Hope:
Beyond
the Death
I t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o
understand  that  the
message  of  this  book
does  not  end  wi th
d e a t h .  N a s s e r
consistently  points  to
t h e  h o p e  o f
resurrection.  The  call
t o  d i e  i s  a l w a y s
f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e
promise  of  new  life.
Just  as  Christ's  death
was  followed  by  His
glorious  resurrection,
our  death  to  self  is
f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e
resurrection of our true
selves in Christ. A Call
To  D ie  By  Dav id
Nasser is ultimately a

b o o k  o f  h o p e .  I t
assures  readers  that
the  painful  process  of
letting  go  is  not  the
end of the story. When
we surrender our lives,
we do not  lose  them;
we  actually  find  them
for  the  first  time.  The
p e r s o n  w e  w e r e
created to be can only
emerge  when  the  old
self  has  been  laid  on
t h e  a l t a r .  T h i s
r e s u r r e c t i o n
perspect ive  g ives
believers  the  courage
to  embrace  the  cross
because  they  know
that on the other side
of death is life, and not
j u s t  a n y  l i f e ,  b u t
abundant,  eternal,
glorified  life  in  the
presence  of  God.

Practical
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Applicatio
n for
Small
Groups
and
Personal

Study
The structure of A Call
To  D ie  By  Dav id
Nasser  m a k e s  i t
particularly suitable for
small  group  study  or
personal  devotional
use. Each chapter ends
with  reflection
questions  that  push
readers  to  move from
intellectual  assent  to
practical  application.
The book can be used
as  a  curriculum  for
discipleship  groups

that are serious about
spiritual  growth.  It  is
best  read slowly,  with
time  for  meditation
and  prayer  between
chapters.  Rushing
through  th is  book
would  be  like  speed-
reading  a  surgery
manual;  the  truths  it
contains are meant to
be  internalized  slowly
and  painfully.  Small
groups using this book
s h o u l d  c r e a t e  a n
e n v i r o n m e n t  o f
h o n e s t y  a n d
vulnerability  where
members  can  confess
areas of resistance and
encourage one another
toward  surrender.  The
book has the potential
to  catalyze  significant
transformation  in  the
lives of those who take
its message seriously.

Why This



14

14 A Call To Die By David Nasser 2022-12-01

Book Is
Essential
for the

Modern
Church
In  an  era  of  shallow
C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d
religious consumerism,
A Call To


