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B r i n g i n g  h o m e  a
Rainbow Play System is
a  m o m e n t  o f
excitement  for  any
family. The promise of
afternoons  filled  with
laughter ,  s l id ing,
swinging, and climbing
i s  h a r d  t o  b e a t .
However,  that  large,
colorful  box  sitting  in
your driveway can feel
a  little  intimidating  at

first.  The  key  to
transforming  that  pile
o f  l u m b e r  a n d
hardware  into  a  safe,
sturdy backyard castle
lies  in  understanding
the  Rainbow  Play
Systems Installation
Instructions. Whether
you are a seasoned DIY
enthusiast  or  a  first-
time builder, this guide
will  walk  you  through
the  entire  process,
from  site  preparation
to  the  final  safety
check.  We  will  break
down  every  step  to
h e l p  y o u  b u i l d  a
p l a y s e t  t h a t  w i l l
provide years of joy for
your children.

https://everybodystreet.com/
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Why
Following
the
Manufact
urer’s
Guidance
Matters
Before we dive into the
specifics,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  why  these
instructions  are  so
critical.  Rainbow  Play
S y s t e m s  a r e
e n g i n e e r e d  w i t h
precision  to  ensure
maximum  safety  and
durability.  Each  bolt,
bracket, and board has
a  specific  purpose.
Deviating  from  the
provided  Rainbow

P l a y  S y s t e m s
I n s t a l l a t i o n
Instructions  could
c o m p r o m i s e  t h e
structural  integrity  of
the  set.  Furthermore,
following  the  guide
step-by-step is often a
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r
ma in ta in ing  your
warranty.  This  article
will  supplement  your
official  manual  by
providing  additional
con tex t  and  bes t
practices,  making  the
assembly  process
smoother  and  more
intuitive.

PHASE 1:
PREPARATION AND
SITE SELECTION

The  most  common
mistake builders make
i s  r u s h i n g  i n t o
assembly  wi thout
proper  preparation.
Taking the time to set
up your workspace and
the final location of the
playset  will  save  you
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hours  of  frustration
later.

Choosing
the
Perfect
Location
Selecting the right spot
is  one  of  the  most
important  decisions
you will make. Look for
a  level  area  of  your
yard  that  is  free  of
roo t s ,  r ocks ,  and
debris.  You  need  a
clear  fall  zone  of  at
least  six  feet  in  al l
directions  from  the
p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e
playset.  This  area
should be covered with
a  s o f t ,  i m p a c t -
absorbing material like
wood  chips,  rubber
mulch,  or  sand.  Avoid
placing the set directly
under power lines, and

ensure  it  is  not  too
close to fences,  trees,
or  other  structures.  A
well-chosen  location
not  only  enhances
safety but also makes
following the Rainbow
P l a y  S y s t e m s
I n s t a l l a t i o n
Instructions  easier,
as you will not have to
fight  against  uneven
ground.

Gathering
Your
Tools and
Materials
Most  Rainbow  Play
Systems  require  a
standard  set  of  tools.
Before  you  begin ,
gather  the  following
items to avoid running
back and forth  to  the
garage:
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Cordless drill
with various drill
bits and
screwdriver bits
(Phillips head is
most common).
Socket set and
wrenches
(usually 7/16,
1/2, and 9/16
inch).
Rubber mallet
for tapping
pieces together
without
damaging the
wood.
Spirit level (at
least 24 inches
long) to ensure
platforms are
perfectly
horizontal.
Tape measure
and carpenter's
square.
Ladder or step
stool for reaching
higher sections.
Shovel and
digging tools
for the anchoring

process.

PHASE 2:
UNBOXING AND
ORGANIZING YOUR
COMPONENTS

O n c e  y o u r  s i t e  i s
ready, the next step is
to open all  the boxes.
T h i s  i s  o f t e n  t h e
messiest part, but also
the  most  crucial  for
staying organized.

Sorting
the
Lumber
and
Hardware
Lay out all the wooden
boards in your yard or
garage. Group them by
size  and  mark  them
with chalk  or  a  sticky
note  according  to  the
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labels  in  the  manual.
Rainbow Play Systems
typically  use  color-
coded  or  letter-coded
boards  (e.g.,  A1,  B2,
C3). Do the same with
your  hardware  bags.
Many  k i ts  inc lude
multiple small bags for
different  stages  of  the
build.  Opening  all  of
them at once can lead
to  confusion.  Instead,
open  only  the  bag
specified  for  the
current  step  in  the
R a i n b o w  P l a y
Systems Installation
Instructions.  This
method  prevents  lost
s c r e w s  a n d
mismatched  bolts.

Pre-
Drilling
for

Success
One of the best pieces
o f  a d v i c e  f o r  a n y
playset assembly is to
pre-drill  holes.  While
the  instructions  may
not  always  explicitly
state  this  for  every
s c r e w ,  d o i n g  s o
prevents  the  high-
q u a l i t y  c e d a r  o r
redwood from splitting.
Use a  drill  bit  slightly
s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h e
diameter of  the screw
you  are  using.  This
simple  step  makes
driving  screws  much
easier  and  ensures  a
tighter, more secure fit
for the entire structure.

PHASE 3: THE
FOUNDATION AND
ANCHOR SYSTEM

A  playset  is  only  as
safe as its foundation.
Rainbow Play Systems
are  designed  to  be
anchored to the ground
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to prevent tipping and
shifting.

Building
the Base
Frame
Start by laying out the
base beams according
to  your  specific  model.
T h e s e  a r e  t h e
horizontal  supports
that will sit directly on
the  ground.  Use  your
t a p e  m e a s u r e  t o
ensure  the  rectangles
o r  s q u a r e s  a r e
perfectly  square.  A
q u i c k  t r i c k  i s  t o
measure  diagonally
from corner to corner;
if  both  measurements
match,  your  frame  is
square.  Assemble  the
base  using  the  lag
bolts  and  brackets
p r o v i d e d .  D o  n o t
tighten everything fully
yet.  Leave  the  bolts

slightly  loose  to  allow
for adjustment as you
a d d  t h e  v e r t i c a l
s u p p o r t s .  T h e
R a i n b o w  P l a y
Systems Installation
Instructions will have
a  diagram  showing
exactly  where  each
bracket  goes.

Digging
for
Anchors
Most  Rainbow  Play
Systems require you to
d i g  h o l e s  f o r  t h e
vertical  posts  or  for
concrete  footings.  The
depth and width will be
specified  in  your
manual.  Typically,  you
are digging holes that
are  12  to  18  inches
deep  for  the  main
support  posts.  If  you
are using concrete, mix
it  according  to  the
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m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s
directions  and  fill  the
holes around the posts.
Use your spirit level to
ensure  each  post  is
p e r f e c t l y  p l u m b
(vertical)  on  all  sides.
Brace  the  posts  with
2x4 boards nailed into
the  ground  to  hold
them steady while the
concrete sets. This is a
waiting  game,  usually
24 hours, but it is non-
negotiable  for  safety.
Never skip this step in
the  Rainbow  Play
Systems Installation
Instructions.

PHASE 4:
ASSEMBLING THE
MAIN STRUCTURE

With the posts set and
secure, you can begin
building the main play
deck and frame.

Installing
the Cross
Beams
and Floor
Joists
Attach the cross beams
that  connect  your
vertical  posts.  This
creates  the  structural
skeleton  of  the  fort.
Use a ladder to reach
the  top  of  the  posts
a n d  w o r k  w i t h  a
partner  to  hold  the
beams in place. These
connections use heavy-
duty  bolts  and  lock
washers. Tighten these
securely.  Once  the
frame is up, install the
floor  joists.  These  are
the shorter boards that
run across the width of
the deck. They provide
the  support  for  the
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platform  floorboards.
Make  sure  they  are
evenly  spaced  as  per
the  Rainbow  Play
Systems Installation
Instructions  to  avoid
a bouncy or weak floor.

Laying
the Deck
Flooring
Now you can add the
floorboards  to  create
the  platform.  Start  at
one  edge  and  work
you r  way  ac ros s ,
leaving  a  small  gap
(usual ly  1/4  to  1/8
inch)  between  each
board. This gap allows
for water drainage and
wood expansion. Use a
spacer  block  to  keep
the  gaps  consistent.
Screw  each  board
down securely into the
floor  joists  below.  This
is  a  satisfying  step

because you can finally
s t a n d  o n  a  s o l i d
platform  and  see  the
playset taking shape.

PHASE 5: ADDING
THE WALLS, ROOF,
AND ACCESSORIES

With  the  main  deck
complete,  the  fun
really  begins.  This  is
where  the  p layset
starts  to  look  like  a
playhouse or fort.

Building
the Upper
Walls and
Roof
Panels
If  your model includes
a roof  or  upper walls,
assemble them on the
ground  first.  This  is
often easier than trying
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to  ho ld  ind iv idual
boards  while  standing
on a ladder.  Build the
wall  frames  flat,  then
tilt them up into place
and attach them to the
deck  posts.  For  the
roof,  you will  typically
install rafters and then
attach roof panels. The
R a i n b o w  P l a y
Systems Installation
Instructions  wi l l
specify whether to use
the  provided  shingles
or  metal  roof  panels.
Ensure  the  roof  i s
centered and securely
fastened, as it protects
the  entire  structure
from  the  elements.

Installing
the Slide,
Swings,

and
Trapeze
Bar
The  accessories  are
t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e
playset.  For  the  slide,
attach  the  mounting
brackets to the top of
the  deck  first.  Then,
hook  the  top  of  the
slide onto the brackets
and  secure  it.  Make
sure the slide is resting
firmly  on  the  ground
and is not twisted. For
the  swing  beam,  you
will need to install the
hardware  that  holds
the  swing  hangers.
Rainbow Play Systems
often  use  a  "no-sag"
design  that  requires
specific  threading  of
the chains.  Follow the
R a i n b o w  P l a y
Systems Installation
Instructions  carefully
here  to  ensure  the
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swings  hang  evenly
and  at  the  correct
he igh t  above  the
ground.  Typically,  the
bottom  of  the  swing
seat should be at least
12  inches  off  the
ground.

Adding
the
Steering
Wheel,
Telescop
e, and
Other
Imaginati
ve Play

Items
These  smaller  items
are usually the easiest
to  install.  They attach
directly  to  the  deck
railings or  the vertical
p o s t s  u s i n g  t h e
provided screws. Place
them  at  heights  that
are accessible for your
children.  A  steering
wheel is often mounted
on  a  railing,  while  a
telescope might go on
a  corner  post.  These
final  touches  bring  the
playset  to  l i fe  and
encourage  creative
play.

PHASE 6: FINAL
SAFETY CHECKS
AND
ADJUSTMENTS

Before  lett ing  the
ch i ld ren  c l imb  on
board,  do  a  thorough
inspection of the entire
structure.
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Checking
All Bolts
and
Connectio
ns
Go  over  every  single
bolt  and  screw.  Use
your  socket  set  to
tighten  all  nuts  and
lock washers. Rainbow
Play  Systems  use  a
specific  torque,  but  a
"firmly hand-tightened"
feel  with  a  wrench  is
usually  sufficient.  Pay
extra  attention  to  the
swing hangers and the
beam  connections.
Check that no bolts are
protruding  in  a  way
that  could  catch  on
c l o t h i n g  o r  s k i n .
C o u n t e r s i n k  a n y
s c r e w s  t h a t  a r e
sticking  up  above  the

wood surface.

Inspectin
g the
Wood for
Splinters
and
Rough
Edges
Run  your  hands  over
all  exposed  edges,
especially  on  railings
and  the  slide  entry
point.  Sand down any
rough spots or splinters
you find. Rainbow uses
high-quality  wood,  but
shipping  and  handling
can  sometimes  cause
minor imperfections. A
quick  sanding ensures
a smooth, safe surface
for little hands.
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Testing
the
Ground
Surface
Review the area under
a n d  a r o u n d  t h e
playset.  Ensure  your
i m p a c t - a b s o r b i n g
surface is at least 9 to
12 inches  deep under
the  swings  and  slide.
Rake  the  mulch  flat  to
create  a  safe  landing
zone. Verify that there
are no tripping hazards
like  exposed  anchor
bolts or roots near the
base of the structure.

MAINTENANCE
TIPS FOR
LONGEVITY

Your  Rainbow  Play
S y s t e m  i s  a n
investment .  Wi th
proper care, it will last

for many years.

Seasonal
checks: Twice a
year (spring and
fall), re-check all
bolts and tighten
them as needed.
Wood expands
and contracts
with the weather,
which can loosen
connections.
Wood
treatment:
Apply a high-
quality wood
sealer or stain
every 1-2 years.
This protects the
wood from
moisture, UV
rays, and rot.
Follow the
Rainbow Play
Systems
Installation
Instructions
regarding
approved
sealants to avoid
voiding the
warranty.
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Hardware
lubrication:
Apply a silicone-
based lubricant
to the swing
hangers and
moving parts to
reduce noise and
prevent rust.
Play surface
care: Rake and
add fresh mulch
as needed to
maintain the
proper depth.
Replace any
worn or
compacted
material.

CONCLUSION

Assembling a Rainbow
P l a y  S y s t e m  i s  a
substantial project, but
it  is  one  of  the  most
rewarding  tasks  you
can undertake for your
family. By meticulously
following the Rainbow
P l a y  S y s t e m s
I n s t a l l a t i o n
Instructions,  you  are
not  just  bui lding  a
piece  of  playground
equipment;  you  are
constructing a hub for
childhood  memories.
Take  your  time,  work


