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THE UNEXPECTED CHARM OF
"DESPICABLE ME THREE LITTLE
KITTENS"

In the vast and colorful universe of the
Despicable Me  franchise,  the Minions
h a v e  b e c o m e  g l o b a l  i c o n s  o f
mischievous humor, gibberish language,
and unexpected musicality.  Among the
countless  memorable  moments,  one
particular scene stands out for its sheer
absurdity and delightful catchiness: the
Minions' rendition of the classic nursery
rhyme  "Three  Little  Kittens."  This
sequence, often referred to by fans as
"Despicable  Me  Three  Little  Kittens,"
perfectly  encapsulates  the  franchise's
ability to blend childhood nostalgia with
contemporary comedy. But what makes
this  short,  chaotic  performance  so
enduring? Why do audiences of all ages
find  themselves  humming  those  silly,
garbled lyrics long after the credits roll?
This article delves deep into the origins,
cultural  impact,  and  artistic  brilliance
behind the Minions' take on "Three Little
Kittens," exploring how a simple nursery
rhyme  became  a  cornerstone  of
Despicable  Me's  charm.

THE SCENE THAT CAPTURED
HEARTS: A BREAKDOWN

Setting the Stage
The  "Three  Little  Kittens"  sequence
appears  in  Despicable  Me  2  (2013),
during  a  pivotal  moment  when  the

Minions  are  left  unsupervised  in  Gru’s
lab.  As  they  stumble  upon a  stash  of
experimental serums, chaos erupts—but
before  the  mayhem reaches  its  peak,
one Minion, Kevin (or perhaps a generic
Minion,  as  they  often  blend  into  a
collective  personality),  starts  humming
the  familiar  tune.  Within  seconds,  the
entire  group joins  in,  transforming the
lab into an impromptu concert hall. The
performance  is  hilariously  off-key,
complete  with  exaggerated  gestures,
makeshift  instruments,  and  the
signature  Minion  gibberish  that
substitutes  for  English  lyrics.

The Lyrics and
Their Twisted
Delivery
The  original  nursery  rhyme  tells  the
story  of  three  kittens  who  lose  their
mittens  and  later  find  them,  learning  a
lesson about responsibility. In Minionese,
however, the words become a jumble of
" b e l l o , "  " p o o p a y e , "  a n d
"banana"—nonsensical  yet  rhythmically
perfect.  The  Minions  swap  the  word
"mittens"  for  "bananas"  in  some
interpretations,  adding  a  layer  of
absurdity that aligns with their obsession
with the fruit. This playful distortion is a
key reason why "Despicable  Me Three
Little  Kittens"  resonates:  it  takes  a
familiar  piece of  childhood culture and
twists  it  into  something  entirely  new,
allowing parents and children to share a
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laugh at the same moment.

Visual Comedy
and
Choreography
Equal ly  important  is  the  v isual
accompan iment .  The  M in ions ’
exaggerated  facial  expressions—wide
eyes,  quivering  lips,  and  frantic  head
movements—amplify  the  humor.  One
Minion beats a table like a drum, another
uses a beaker as a microphone, and a
third  swings  from  a  light  fixture.  The
choreography  is  deliberately  clumsy,
mirroring  the  song’s  playful  nature.
Directors Pierre Coffin and Chris Renaud
understood  that  the  Minions’  physical
comedy could elevate even the simplest
material.  The  result  is  a  two-minute
segment  that  feels  both  spontaneous
and meticulously crafted.

WHY "DESPICABLE ME THREE
LITTLE KITTENS" BECAME A
VIRAL PHENOMENON

Though the scene is just one small part
of the film, it quickly escaped the theater
and found a second life online. Shortly
after  the  movie’s  release,  fan-made
videos,  remixes,  and  memes  began
proliferating  across  YouTube,  TikTok,
a n d  I n s t a g r a m .  T h e  h a s h t a g
#Desp icab leMeThreeL i t t leK i t tens
trended sporadically,  especially  around
holidays  when  families  revisited  the
franchise.  But  what  explains  this  viral
staying power?

Nostalgia Meets Novelty:
Parents who grew up with the
original nursery rhyme found joy in
seeing their children react to a

fresh, silly version. The Minions’
rendition bridges generational
gaps, making it a perfect family-
friendly meme.
Musical Meme Potential: The
tune is inherently catchy and easy
to remix. Producers, DJs, and
amateur musicians have created
EDM, lo-fi, and even heavy metal
covers of the Minions’ version.
Universal Appeal of Gibberish:
Minionese is a constructed
language that doesn't require
translation. Any viewer, regardless
of native language, can laugh at
the sounds and gestures. This
makes "Despicable Me Three Little
Kittens" a genuinely global
phenomenon.
Emotional Payoff: The scene
appears right before a moment of
high tension (the impending
transformation of Minions into
purple monsters). The levity
provides a brief respite, making
the upcoming villainy more
impactful. Audiences remember
the laughter.

THE MINIONS AND MUSIC: A
LONG-STANDING LOVE AFFAIR

The "Three Little Kittens" performance is
not an isolated incident. Throughout the
f r a n c h i s e ,  t h e  M i n i o n s  h a v e
demonstrated  an  almost  obsessive
affinity  for  music.  From the  “Y.M.C.A.”
cover in Minions (2015) to their version
of “I Swear” (as a desperate love song
to Scarlet Overkill), the yellow creatures
are  constantly  singing,  humming,  or
dancing.  Music  is  their  universal
language—a  fact  that  the  filmmakers
intentionally highlight to emphasize their
childlike innocence and unbridled joy.
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The Role of
Nursery Rhymes
Nursery rhymes, in particular, serve an
important function. They are some of the
first  structured  sounds  humans  learn,
and they carry a soothing predictability.
By having the Minions  perform “Three
Little Kittens,” the creators tap into that
primal comfort. Yet because the Minions
cannot actually speak English properly,
they  deconstruct  the  rhyme  into  pure
rhythm and melody. This deconstruction
mirrors how real toddlers often mangle
nursery rhymes—and that authenticity is
endearing.  I t ’s  no  surpr ise  that
“Despicable  Me  Three  Little  Kittens”
feels  like  something  your  own  child
might sing after watching the movie.

BEHIND THE SCENES: CRAFTING
THE SCENE

To understand why this moment works
so well, it helps to look at the production
process. In interviews, co-director Pierre
Coffin  revealed  that  many  of  the
Minions’ musical scenes are improvised.
Voice  actors  (Coffin  himself  voices  the
Minions) would record dozens of takes,
experimenting  with  different  pitches,
accents,  and  nonsense  words.  For
“Three  Litt le  Kittens,”  the  team
deliberately  chose  a  rhyme  that  was
short,  repetitive,  and  easy  to  mangle.
The  animation  team  then  synced  the
Minions’ movements to the audio track,
often exaggerating movements beyond
human capability to heighten the comic
effect.
One  interesting  trivia:  The  song  was
originally  longer,  but  test  audiences
responded most enthusiastically  to the
segment where the Minions hold a long,

dissonant  final  note.  That  note—a  high-
pitched, warbling “meow”—became the
scene’s  s ignature  laugh  l ine.  I t
exemplifies  how the  filmmakers  allowed
the Minions’  personality  to  dictate  the
rhythm of the scene rather than forcing
the rhyme to fit a rigid structure.

COMPARING TO OTHER MINION
MUSICAL MOMENTS

While  “Despicable  Me  Three  Little
Kittens” is beloved, it’s worth comparing
it  to  other  Minion musical  numbers  to
understand what makes this one special.

Song Film Key
Difference

Three
Little
Kittens

Despicable
Me 2

Nursery
rhyme;
chaotic,
multiple
Minions;
gibberish
lyrics

Y.M.C.A. Minions
(2015)

Full dance
routine;
synchronized;
almost
intelligible

I Swear Minions
(2015)

Emotional
ballad; solo
performance;
parody of love
songs

Banana
Song
(original)

Various
shorts

Original
composition;
pure
Minionese;
high energy

As the table illustrates, the “Three Little
Kittens” rendition is  unique because it
deliberately  retains  the  structure  of  a
well-known  rhyme  while  completely
discarding the  semantic  meaning.  This
makes it  the  purest  expression of  the
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Minions’  relationship  with  human
culture: they absorb it, transform it, and
spit  it  back out  in  a way that  is  both
respectful and irreverent.

CULTURAL IMPACT: FROM MEME
TO EDUCATIONAL TOOL

Remarkably, “Despicable Me Three Little
Kittens”  has  transcended  its  role  as
mere  entertainment.  Some  preschool
teachers have incorporated the Minions’
version into their lesson plans to teach
rhythm and phonetic play. The fact that
the  Minions  mispronounce  words
encourages children to experiment with
sounds  without  fear  of  being  wrong.
Online,  parents  share  videos  of  their
toddlers  singing  the  Minion  version  of
the  rhyme,  often  with  the  same
exaggerated  gestures.  The  scene  has
also  inspired  countless  parodies  on
YouTube, including a notable one set to
heavy metal music that has millions of
views.
From a marketing perspective, the scene
i s  a  g o l d m i n e .  I l l u m i n a t i o n
Entertainment  licensed  the  audio  for
toys,  video  games,  and  even  a  short-
lived  theme  park  attraction  where
visitors could sing along with a life-sized
Minion.  The  phrase  “Where  are  my
mittens?”  in  Minionese  became  a
catchphrase  for  a  generation  of  kids.
This kind of cross-platform penetration is
rare for a two-minute scene in a minor
film—but  it  illustrates  the  power  of
combining a universally known nursery
rhyme  with  an  aggressively  charming
character design.

WHY IT ENDURES: THE
PSYCHOLOGY OF MINION HUMOR

Child psychologists have noted that the
Minions  appeal  to  a  very  specific
developmental  stage:  early  childhood,

when  language  is  still  being  acquired.
The gibberish of “Despicable Me Three
Little  Kittens”  mirrors  the  babbling  of
toddlers,  and  the  physical  slapstick
mirrors  their  clumsy  motor  skills.
Watching the Minions struggle to sing a
simple song is like watching a funhouse
mirror  reflection  of  one’s  own  early
learning. This creates a powerful sense
of recognition and comfort.
For  adults,  the  appeal  l ies  in  the
juxtaposition of innocence and anarchy.
The  Minions  are  essentially  chaotic
forces  of  nature,  yet  they  are  held
together by a childlike devotion to music
and fun. The “Three Little Kittens” scene
is a perfect example of this tension: they
sing  about  lost  mittens  (a  lesson  in
responsibility)  while  simultaneously
wrecking  a  high-tech  laboratory.  The
result is a safe rebellion—audiences get
to laugh at rules being broken without
any real consequences.

CONCLUSION

The “Despicable Me Three Little Kittens”
sequence is far more than a throwaway
gag.  It  is  a  masterclass  in  animated
comedy,  demonstrating  how  a  well-
k n o w n  n u r s e r y  r h y m e  c a n  b e
transformed  into  a  timeless,  multi-
generational  meme.  Through  the
Minions’  unique  blend  of  gibberish,
slapstick, and musicality, the scene has
earned  a  permanent  place  in  pop
culture. Whether you are a long-time fan
of  the  franchise  or  a  newcomer  who
stumbled upon a fan video online,  the
silly,  heartwarming  image  of  a  dozen
yellow creatures belting out “Where are
my peonies?” (or whatever they actually
say) is impossible to forget. It reminds us
that laughter, in its purest form, doesn’t
require  complete  understanding—only
rhythm,  joy,  and  a  little  bit  of  mess.
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So next time you find yourself humming
that distorted tune, remember: you are
part  of  a  global  community  that  has
embraced the absurdity of “Despicable

Me  Three  Little  Kittens.”  And  that,
perhaps,  is  the  franchise’s  greatest
achievement—making  us  all  feel  like
helpless, happy children again.


