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THE ENDURING ALLURE OF THE ANNE OF GREEN
GABLES FIRST EDITION

For  over  a  century,  the red-haired orphan with a fiery spirit  and
an unquenchable imagination has captured the hearts of readers
around the globe. L.M. Montgomery's classic novel, published in
1908, is more than just a beloved children's story; it is a cultural
touchstone. For bibliophiles and literary collectors, the ultimate
treasure remains the Anne Of Green Gables First Edition.
Owning  a  copy  of  the  original  printing  is  not  merely  about
possessing a book; it is about holding a piece of literary history, a
tangible  connection  to  the  moment  when  Anne  Shirley  first
stepped  off  the  page  and  into  the  world.  This  guide  explores
everything you need to know about this coveted collectible, from
its fascinating history to the nuances of identifying a true original.

A Brief History of a Beloved

Classic
Before delving into the specifics of the first edition, it is essential
to  understand  the  book's  origins.  Lucy  Maud  Montgomery,  a
Canadian author from Prince Edward Island, wrote the manuscript
based on a notebook entry she had made years earlier about a
couple who mistakenly adopted a girl  instead of  a boy.  After
facing several rejections, the manuscript was accepted by the
L.C. Page Company of Boston in 1907. The novel was published in
June  1908,  and  it  was  an  immediate  success.  The  first  printing
sold out rapidly, prompting multiple subsequent printings within
the same year. This initial rush to meet public demand is a critical
factor in understanding the rarity and value of a true first edition
today.

Identifying the True Anne
Of Green Gables First
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Edition
For  collectors,  verification  is  paramount.  The  term "first  edition"
can be misleading, as many publishers use the term loosely. With
the L.C. Page Company, identifying the very first printing requires
a careful examination of several key points. The most reliable
method involves checking the copyright page. A genuine Anne
Of  Green  Gables  First  Edition  (first  printing)  will  state
"Published, June, 1908" on the copyright page, with no additional
printings listed. Later printings would include notations such as
"Second Impression" or "Third Impression."
Another  crucial  identifier  is  the  presence  of  a  frontispiece
illustration  by  M.A.  and  W.A.J.  Claus.  In  the  first  printing,  this
illustration is a tissue-guarded plate depicting Anne and Matthew
at the Bright  River  station.  The quality  of  the paper and the
binding also offer clues. The original binding is a green cloth with
a striking gilt  and blind-stamped floral  design on the cover.  The
spine  features  gilt  lettering.  A  true  first  state  will  also  have  the
publisher's emblem (a pagoda-like device) on the spine. The dust
jacket,  which  is  exceedingly  rare  to  find  intact,  is  a  simple,
uncluttered design with the price of $1.50 printed on the front
flap.

The Value and Rarity of a

First Edition
The monetary value of an Anne Of Green Gables First Edition
can vary dramatically, ranging from a few thousand dollars to
well  over  ten thousand,  depending on condition.  Because the
book was a bestseller, many copies were printed, but very few
survived in excellent condition.  Children read and re-read the
book, leading to wear and tear on the fragile cloth bindings. A
copy  in  "Fine"  condition,  with  a  bright,  clean  spine  and  no
significant  damage,  is  exceptionally  scarce.  A  copy  with  the
original dust jacket is considered a true crown jewel of Canadian
and children's literature collecting, often commanding prices in
the tens of thousands of dollars at auction. The value is also
influenced by the presence of any unique provenance, such as an
inscription by L.M. Montgomery herself, which can exponentially
increase the price.

Condition and Grading:
What Collectors Look For
When evaluating a copy of this classic, condition is everything.
Collectors use a standard grading scale to assess a book's state.
Here  is  a  breakdown  of  the  key  aspects  that  influence  a  book's
grade:

The Binding: The green cloth is prone to fading, especially
on the spine. A bright, unfaded spine is highly desirable.
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Look for fraying at the corners and the head and tail of the
spine. Any tears or loss of cloth are significant detractions.
The Dust Jacket: This is the most fragile component. An
intact dust jacket, even with some chipping or minor wear,
adds substantial value. A jacket in "Good" condition is far
rarer than the book itself.
The Pages: The pages should be clean, without foxing
(brown spots) or staining. Look for any inscriptions,
bookplates, or ownership marks. While a simple name
might not detract too much from the value, library stamps
or extensive markings can lower the grade significantly.
The Illustrations: All plates must be present and intact.
Check for the frontispiece and any other interior plates.
Tears or creases on the plates will reduce the value.

A well-preserved copy that still has its original red topstain (the
red coloring on the top edge of the pages) is a strong indicator of
a  high-grade  book.  The  combination  of  all  these  factors
determines whether a copy is a "collector's item" or a "reading
copy." A "near fine" copy of the true first edition is a prize find for
any serious collector.

Why the First Edition
Matters to Collectors and

Enthusiasts
The appeal of the Anne Of Green Gables First Edition extends
beyond  simple  monetary  investment.  For  many,  it  is  about
literary pilgrimage. Owning the same format of the book that
readers in 1908 held connects one to the initial wave of Anne-
mania.  It  offers  a  tangible  link  to  the  author's  original  vision,
before subsequent editions altered typography, cover design, or
even  text.  For  fans  of  the  novel,  having  a  first  edition  is  the
ultimate  expression  of  devotion.  It  is  a  piece  of  the  literary
landscape of Prince Edward Island, a physical artifact from the
moment a global phenomenon was born.

Tips for Aspiring Collectors
If  you  are  considering  entering  the  market  for  a  first  edition  of
Anne of Green Gables,  here are several  strategies to keep in
mind:

Do Your Research: Familiarize yourself with the points1.
mentioned above. Study images of confirmed first editions
online or in bibliographies. The more you know, the less
likely you are to be fooled by a later printing
misrepresented as a first edition.
Buy from Reputable Dealers: Purchase from established2.
booksellers who specialize in rare or collectible books. They
will often provide a detailed condition report and a
guarantee of authenticity. Look for members of the
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Antiquarian Booksellers' Association of America (ABAA) or
similar reputable organizations.
Inspect Scrupulously: If you have the opportunity to3.
handle the book, examine it thoroughly under good light.
Check the copyright page, the binding, and each plate.
Trust your eyes over a generalized description.
Consider a "Reading Copy": If a pristine first edition is4.
outside your budget, look for a later printing or a copy in
"fair" condition. It allows you to own the same historic text
without the six-figure price tag. You can always upgrade
later.
Understand the Market: Prices for this book have been5.
relatively stable but can fluctuate based on the overall
economy and the release of new adaptations. Do not view
it purely as an investment; view it as a passion purchase.

The First Edition and the
Digital Age
In an era of e-books and digital downloads, the physical book
holds  a  different  kind  of  power.  The  Anne  Of  Green  Gables

First Edition is a testament to the enduring power of the printed
page. It reminds us that stories are not just about the words on a
screen but about the object itself—the smell of the old paper, the
feel of the cloth binding, the art deco design of the cover. It is an
artifact of a bygone publishing era, one where the book was a
treasured  possession,  passed  down  through  generations.
Collecting these first editions is a way of preserving that history,
ensuring that the physical legacy of Anne Shirley continues to
inspire wonder in future generations of readers and bibliophiles.

Conclusion
The Anne Of Green Gables First Edition is far more than an
old book; it is a cornerstone of literary history and a holy grail for
collectors. From the thrilling hunt for a genuine copy to the quiet
joy of  holding a piece of  the past,  the pursuit  is  as rich and
rewarding as the story itself. Whether you are a lifelong devotee
of L.M. Montgomery's enchanting world or a seasoned collector of
rare volumes, the first edition stands as a beautiful and enduring
symbol of the power of imagination, the importance of home, and
the timeless appeal of a spirited girl named Anne. Its rarity and
value only serve to underscore the profound impact this single
novel has had on readers for more than a century.


