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MASTER SENTENCE
STRUCTURE WITH
A DIRECT AND
INDIRECT OBJECTS
WORKSHEET

Understanding the core
c o m p o n e n t s  o f  a
s e n t e n c e  i s  a
foundational  skill  in
Engl ish  grammar.
A m o n g  t h e s e
components,  direct
and  indirect  objects
o f t e n  p r e s e n t  a
challenge for students,
even  those  who  are
otherwise  proficient  in
writing.  A  direct  and
i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t s
w o r k s h e e t  i s  a n

invaluable  tool  for
breaking  down  this
c o n c e p t  i n t o
manageable,  hands-on
exercises.  By  working
through  ta rgeted
practice,  learners  can
move  from  confusion
to  clarity,  identifying
objects with confidence
a n d  u s i n g  t h e m
correctly  in  their  own
writing.
Whether  you  are  a
teacher  preparing
classroom materials,  a
parent supporting your
child  at  home,  or  an
adult learner looking to
polish  your  grammar,
this  article  provides  a
thorough exploration of
direct  and  indirect
objects  and  explains
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why  a  s t ruc tu red
worksheet approach is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
effective  ways  to
master  them.  We  will
cover  definitions,
examples,  common
pitfalls,  and  step-by-
step  strategies  for
creating  or  using  a
direct  and  indirect
objects worksheet. You
will  also  find  sample
exercises  and  tips  for
self-assessment  to
ensure  your  learning
stays  on  track.

WHAT ARE DIRECT
AND INDIRECT
OBJECTS?

Before  div ing  into
worksheet strategies, it
i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
grammatical  roles
these  objects  play.  A
direct  object  receives
the action of the verb
directly. It answers the
question  “what?”  or
“whom?”  after  the

verb.  For  example,  in
the sentence “She read
the  book,”  the  direct
object is book because
that is what she read.
An  indirect  object,  on
the other hand, tells us
to whom or for whom
the  action  is  done.  It
usually  comes  before
the  direct  object  and
answers “to whom?” or
“for whom?”. Using the
same  verb,  consider
“She  read  h im  the
book.” Here, him is the
indirect  object  (the
recipient), and book is
still  the  direct  object.
Not every sentence has
an indirect object; you
need a transitive verb
that  can  take  two
o b j e c t s ,  a n d  t h e
ind i rec t  ob jec t  i s
typically a person or an
animal.
H e r e  i s  a  q u i c k
breakdown:

Direct Object:
The entity
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directly acted
upon by the
verb. Example:
“He threw the
ball.” (Ball =
direct object)
Indirect Object:
The entity that
benefits from or
receives the
direct object.
Example: “He
threw me the
ball.” (Me =
indirect object,
ball = direct
object)

A  common mistake  is
confusing  indirect
objects with objects of
prepositions.  In  the
sentence  “He  threw
the  ball  to  me,”  the
p r e p o s i t i o n  “ t o ”
changes the structure:
“me” is now the object
of the preposition, not
an  indirect  object.  A
g o o d  d i r e c t  a n d
i n d i r e c t  o b j e c t s
worksheet  will  include
exercises  that  help

students  differentiate
between  these  two
structures,  especially
when sentences can be
rewr i t ten  w i th  o r
without a preposition.

Why
Workshee
ts Are
Ideal for
This
Topic
Grammar concepts like
direct  and  indirect
o b j e c t s  a r e  b e s t
l e a r n e d  t h r o u g h
repea ted ,  va r i ed
practice. While reading
about them is  helpful,
the  ability  to  identify
these  objects  in  real
sentences  requires
active  engagement.
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Worksheets  provide  a
s t r u c t u r e d
environment  where
learners  can  apply
rules  in  a  low-stakes
setting. They allow for
self-pacing,  immediate
correction, and focused
repetition. Moreover, a
well-designed  direct
and  indirect  objects
worksheet can address
common trouble  spots
such as:

Distinguishing
between direct
objects and
predicate
nominatives.
Identifying
objects in
sentences with
compound verbs
or compound
objects.
Working with
sentences that
have no indirect
objects.
Handling
sentences where
the indirect

object is
expressed as a
prepositional
phrase.

Because  worksheets
can  be  printed,  filled
out digitally, or used in
interactive  classroom
activities,  they  are
flexible  enough  for
different  learning
environments.  For
teachers, they are easy
to  grade  and  provide
clear  data  on  student
p r o g r e s s .  F o r
independent  learners,
answer  keys  offer
immediate  feedback
and  the  chance  to
c o r r e c t
misunders tand ings
right away.

ESSENTIAL
COMPONENTS OF
A HIGH-QUALITY
DIRECT AND
INDIRECT OBJECTS
WORKSHEET

Not all worksheets are
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created equal. To truly
reinforce  learning,  a
worksheet  should
include  a  variety  of
exercise  types,  clear
ins t ruc t ions ,  and
incremental  difficulty.
H e r e  a r e  t h e  k e y
e l e m e n t s  t o  l o o k
for—or to include if you
are  designing  your
own:

Clear
Definition
s and
Examples
T h e  t o p  o f  t h e
worksheet  should
present  the  definitions
in  simple  language.
Include at least two or
t h r e e  e x a m p l e
sentences  with  the
direct  and  indirect
objects  labeled.  This
se rves  as  a  qu i ck

re fe rence  fo r  the
student  before  they
begin.

Identifica
tion
Exercises
T h e  m o s t  b a s i c
exercise asks students
to read a sentence and
underline  the  direct
object  once  and  the
indirect  object  twice
(or  use  a  key).  For
example:

The teacher gave1.
the students a
test. (Direct:
test; Indirect:
students)
My grandmother2.
baked me a
cake. (Direct:
cake; Indirect:
me)

These  simple  dril ls
b u i l d  p a t t e r n
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recognition.

Fill-in-
the-
Blanks
Provide sentences with
m i s s i n g  o b j e c t s .
Students  must  supply
e i the r  a  d i rec t  o r
indirect  object  that
makes  sense .  Fo r
instance:

She handed
_______ the note.
(Indirect object:
him/her/John)
He bought
_______ a gift.
(Direct object:
gift, but also an
indirect object
needed: He
bought his sister
a gift.)

This  type  of  exercise
encourages  creative
t h i n k i n g  a n d

application.

Rewrite
the
Sentence
G i v e  s t u d e n t s  a
sentence that contains
an indirect object, and
ask them to rewrite it
using  a  prepositional
phrase.  Or vice versa.
This  reinforces  the
structural  relationship.
Example:

Original: “Dad
read the children
a story.”
Rewrite: “Dad
read a story to
the children.”

This  exercise  helps
students  see  that  the
indirect  object  can
often be moved behind
the  direct  object  with
the addition of “to” or
“for.”
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Multiple
Choice
Inc lude  quest ions
where  students  select
the  correct  direct  or
indirect  object  from a
list.  This  is  especially
useful for standardized
test preparation.

Error
Correctio
n
Provide sentences with
misplaced  objects  or
missing  objects.  Ask
students  to  rewrite
them  correctly.  For
example, “She gave to
h i m  t h e  p e n ”  i s
awkward;  the  correct
form is “She gave him
the pen.”

HOW TO CREATE
YOUR OWN DIRECT
AND INDIRECT
OBJECTS
WORKSHEET

If  you  cannot  find  a
w o r k s h e e t  t h a t
perfectly matches your
curriculum,  creating
one is straightforward.
Follow  these  steps  to
e n s u r e  i t  i s  b o t h
e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d
engaging.

Step 1:
Choose a
Focus
Level
Decide  whether  your
worksheet  will  cover
just  identification,  or
include  rewriting  and
error  correction.  For
beginners,  stick  to
identification  and  fill-



8

8 Direct And Indirect Objects
Worksheet

2025-08-09

ins .  For  advanced
l e a r n e r s ,  a d d
c o m p l e x i t y  l i k e
compound  objects  or
s e n t e n c e s  w i t h
multiple  clauses.

Step 2:
Gather
Authentic
Sentence
s
Using  sentences  from
literature,  everyday
c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  o r
textbook  examples
makes  the  worksheet
more  realistic.  Avoid
manufacturing  overly
simplistic  or  unnatural
s e n t e n c e s .  F o r
instance,  instead  of
“The  boy  threw  the
b a l l , ”  t r y  “ T h e
quarterback  threw  his
receiver  a  perfect

pass.”

Step 3:
Vary the
Verbs
Not all verbs can take
both  a  direct  and  an
indirect  object.  The
most common ones are
verbs  of  giving  (give,
send,  hand,  pass),
tel l ing  (tel l ,  show,
teach) ,  and  do ing
(make,  buy,  get,  find).
Include these, but also
include sentences with
only a direct object to
keep learners alert.

Step 4:
Add an
Answer
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Key
A n  a n s w e r  k e y  i s
crucial for self-study. It
should clearly indicate
the direct and indirect
objects.  If  there  are
multiple  acceptable
answers  (especially  in
fill-in  exercises),  note
that.

Step 5:
Include a
Mini-Quiz
at the
End
A  short  5-question
assessment at the end
of  the  worksheet  can
help learners test their
mastery before moving
on.

SAMPLE
EXERCISES FROM
A DIRECT AND
INDIRECT OBJECTS
WORKSHEET

To give you a practical
idea,  here are several
exercise  formats  you
might  encounter .
These are typical of a
w e l l - s t r u c t u r e d
worksheet.

Exercise
A:
Underline
the Direct
Object
Once and
the
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Indirect
Object

Twice
The company1.
offered him a
promotion.
She mailed her2.
grandmother a
letter.
The chef cooked3.
us a delicious
meal.
I bought my4.
sister a birthday
present.
Can you pass me5.
the salt?

Exercise
B: Fill in
the Blank

with an
Appropria
te
Indirect
Object

My uncle told1.
_______ a funny
story. (possible
answers: us, me,
the children)
Please hand2.
_______ the
scissors. (him,
her, the teacher)
The store gave3.
_______ a
discount.
(customers,
them, loyal
shoppers)
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Exercise
C:
Rewrite
Each
Sentence
So the
Indirect
Object
Becomes
a
Prepositio
nal

Phrase
The team1.
awarded the
coach a trophy.
→
_________________
_______
She made her2.
son a costume. →
_________________
_______
I sent my friend a3.
postcard. →
_________________
_______

A n s w e r  k e y  f o r
Exercise  C:  1.  The
team awarded a trophy
to  the  coach.  2.  She
made  a  costume  for
her  son.  3.  I  sent  a
postcard to my friend.

Exercise
D:
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Identify
the Direct
and
Indirect
Objects in
the
Following
Complex

Sentence
“The volunteer handed
the  elderly  woman  a
warm  blanket  and  a
cup of tea.”

Indirect object:
elderly woman
Direct objects:
blanket, cup of
tea (compound
direct objects)

COMMON ERRORS
AND HOW
WORKSHEETS
HELP CORRECT
THEM

One  of  the  biggest
obstacles learners face
is mistaking the object
of a preposition for an
indirect  object.  For
example, in “He gave a
present to his mother,”
“ h i s  m o t h e r ”  i s
technically  the  object
of the preposition “to,”
not an indirect object.
H o w e v e r ,  m a n y
grammar  curricula
treat  “to  his  mother”
as  a  preposit ional
phrase  that  functions
s im i l a r l y .  A  good
worksheet  explicitly
clarifies this difference,
often with a note that
an indirect object does
not have a preposition
before it.
Another common error
i s  c o n f u s i n g  t h e
indirect  object  with  a
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subject  complement.
For instance, in “She is
a  teacher,”  “teacher”
i s  a  s u b j e c t
complement,  not  a
d i r e c t  o b j e c t .
Worksheets  that  mix
sentence  patterns
(sub ject  +  verb  +
direct object, subject +
verb + indirect  object
+ direct object, subject
+  l i n k i n g  v e r b  +
subject  complement)
help  learners  see  the
distinctions  through
contrast.

INTEGRATING
WORKSHEETS
INTO A BROADER
GRAMMAR STUDY

A  direct  and  indirect
objects  worksheet
should not be used in
isolation.  Pair  it  with
i n s t r u c t i o n  o n
t r a n s i t i v e  a n d
intransitive  verbs,
because only transitive
verbs can take objects.
The  worksheet  can

serve as a follow-up to
a mini-lesson. Consider
also  having  students
w r i t e  t h e i r  o w n
sentences  using  given
verbs ,  then  ask  a
partner to identify the
o b j e c t s .  T h i s
collaborative  activity
r e i n f o r c e s  t h e
worksheet practice.
For  teachers,  using  a
w o r k s h e e t  a s  a
formative  assessment
allows  you  to  identify
which  students  are
struggling.  You  might
then  offer  small  group
remed ia t ion  w i th
additional  exercises
targeting  their  specific
gaps.

BENEFITS OF
CONSISTENT
PRACTICE WITH
WORKSHEETS

W h e n  l e a r n e r s
regularly  complete  a
direct  and  indirect
objects  worksheet,
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t h e y  d e v e l o p  a n
intuit ive  sense  for
sentence  flow.  They
begin to  automatically
n o t i c e  w h e n  a
s e n t e n c e  f e e l s
i n c o m p l e t e  o r
awkward.  This  skil l
t rans fers  to  the i r
writing, making it more
precise and varied.
Additionally,  mastering
objects  is  a  stepping
stone to understanding
m o r e  a d v a n c e d
grammar  topics  such
a s  p a s s i v e  v o i c e
(where  the  d i rec t
object  becomes  the
subject ) ,  re lat ive
clauses,  and  complex
sentence  structures.
Without  a  solid  grasp
o f  ob jec t s ,  t hese
a d v a n c e d  t o p i c s
remain  confusing.

CONCLUSION

A  direct  and  indirect
objects  worksheet  is

far more than a simple
paper exercise—it is a
b r i d g e  b e t w e e n
theoretical  grammar
and practical usage. By
offering  structured,
repetitive,  and  varied
p r a c t i c e ,  t h e s e
w o r k s h e e t s  h e l p
learners internalize the
roles that objects play
in sentences.  Whether
you  are  a  s tudent
a iming  fo r  be t te r
grammar,  a  teacher
planning  an  effective
lesson,  or  a  parent
overseeing  homework,
incorporating  a  well-
designed  worksheet
into your study routine
will  yield  noticeable
improvements. The key
is  consistent  practice
combined  with  clear
explanations.  With the
examples  and  t ips
provided in this article,
you now have the tools
to create or select the
perfect worksheet for


