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YOUR FIRST STEPS WITH THE
UKULELE: A WORLD OF EASY
SONGS AWAITS

There is a unique and immediate joy that
comes with picking up a ukulele for the
first time. It is an instrument that seems
to radiate happiness, and for good
reason. Its small size, gentle nylon
strings, and approachable fretboard

make it one of the most accessible
stringed instruments for anyone,
regardless of musical background. If you
have just acquired a ukulele or are
considering it, you are likely eager to
play something that sounds like music
right away. This is entirely possible. The
world is filled with easy ukulele songs to
learn for beginners, and the path to
playing them is much simpler than you
might imagine.

This guide is designed to be your


https://everybodystreet.com/

companion on that journey. We will
explore why the ukulele is such a
fantastic instrument for newcomers,
break down the essential chords that
unlock hundreds of popular songs, and
provide a curated list of easy ukulele
songs to learn for beginners that will
have you strumming and singing in no
time. Forget complex music theory for a
moment. This is about the pure,
unadulterated pleasure of making music.

WHY THE UKULELE IS THE
ULTIMATE BEGINNER
INSTRUMENT

Before we dive into specific songs, it is
worth understanding why the ukulele is
so well-suited for beginners. The barriers
to entry are remarkably low, which is a
key reason why so many people

successfully learn to play.

* Physical Accessibility: The
ukulele is compact and
lightweight. Unlike a guitar, it is
easy to hold, and the neck is
narrow enough for smaller hands
to wrap around comfortably. This
reduces physical strain and makes
forming chords much easier.

* Gentle on the Fingers: Ukulele
strings are made of nylon, which is
soft and forgiving on the fingertips.
You will not have to develop
painful calluses before you can
play for more than a few minutes,
a common hurdle for beginner
guitarists.

e Simple Chord Shapes: The
standard tuning (G-C-E-A) allows
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for many of the most common
chords to use just one, two, or
three fingers. This means you can
learn to play entire songs with a
very small repertoire of basic
shapes.

* Instant Gratification: Because
the instrument is so approachable,
beginners can often play their first
complete song within an hour of
picking up a ukulele. This early
success is incredibly motivating
and encourages continued
practice.

These factors combine to create a
learning experience that is fun,
rewarding, and free from much of the
frustration that can accompany other
instruments. This is the perfect

foundation for tackling a list of easy
ukulele songs to learn for beginners.

THE BUILDING BLOCKS:
ESSENTIAL BEGINNER CHORDS

The secret to playing countless songs on
the ukulele is mastering a handful of
basic chords. These are the foundation
upon which most popular music is built.
For a beginner, focusing on these
primary shapes is the most efficient path
to playing complete songs. You will find
that many easy ukulele songs to learn
for beginners use only three or four of
these chords.



The Four Kings:
C,G, Am, and F

This is the most famous chord
progression in popular music. Once you
learn these four chords, you can play
literally hundreds of songs. Let us look at
how to form them.

e C Major (C): This is often the very
first chord a beginner learns. Place
your ring finger (third finger) on
the third fret of the bottom string
(A string). Strum all four strings.
That is it. This chord sounds bright
and open.

e Am (A Minor): A beautiful,
slightly sadder sounding chord.

Place your middle finger on the
second fret of the fourth string (G
string). Strum all four strings. This
shape is very similar to placing a
capo, and it transitions smoothly
to and from the C chord.

F Major (F): This chord is a bit
more of a stretch but is still very
manageable. Place your index
finger on the first fret of the
second string (E string). Place your
middle finger on the second fret of
the fourth string (G string). Strum
all four strings. Ensure both fingers
are pressing down firmly and not
muting other strings.

G Major (G): This chord often
gives beginners the most trouble,
but it is still straightforward. Place
your index finger on the second
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fret of the third string (C string).
Place your middle finger on the
second fret of the first string (A
string). Place your ring finger on
the third fret of the second string
(E string). Strum all four strings.
With practice, your fingers will
learn the shape.

Other Useful
Beginner Chords

As you progress, you will want to add a
few more chords to your toolkit. These
are also common in many easy ukulele
songs to learn for beginners.

e D Major (D): Place your index
finger on the second fret of the

fourth string (G string). Place your
middle finger on the second fret of
the third string (C string). Place
your ring finger on the second fret
of the second string (E string). This
is a great chord for adding variety.
E Minor (Em): A wonderfully
simple chord. Place your index
finger on the second fret of the
first string (A string). Place your
middle finger on the second fret of
the second string (E string). Strum
all four strings. It is a very easy
shape to switch to.

A Major (A): Place your index
finger on the first fret of the third
string (C string). Place your middle
finger on the second fret of the
fourth string (G string). This chord
has a bright, cheerful sound.



Practice transitioning between these
chords slowly and deliberately. Do not
worry about speed. Accuracy and clean
sound are vyour first goals. Use a
metronome or tap your foot to develop a
steady rhythm.

YOUR FIRST PLAYLIST: EASY
UKULELE SONGS TO LEARN FOR
BEGINNERS

Now for the most exciting part. Below is
a carefully selected list of songs that are
perfect for ukulele beginners. They are
chosen for their simple chord structures,
memorable melodies, and the fact that
they sound great on the instrument.
Remember, the goal is to have fun and
build confidence. You do not need to
play them perfectly on the first try.

1. "Riptide" by
Vance Joy

This is arguably the most popular ukulele
song of the 2010s for a reason. It is
incredibly fun to play and instantly
recognizable. The entire song is built on
a simple, repeating chord progression.

e Chords: Am, G, C

e Strumming Pattern: A simple
down-down-up-up-down-up pattern
works brilliantly. You can also start
with just four down strums per
chord to get the feel.

e Why it is Great for Beginners:
Only three chords! The Am, G, C
progression is a core sequence you
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will use everywhere. The
strumming is driving and easy to
lock into. It is a fantastic first song
to play for friends.

2. "Somewhere
Over the
Rainbow" by
Israel
Kamakawiwo'ole

This iconic medley is a ukulele classic. Its
gentle, hopeful melody is perfectly
suited to the instrument. The version by

Iz is a must-learn for any ukulele
enthusiast.

e Chords: C, G, Am, F
e Strumming Pattern: A slow,

gentle fingerpicking or a simple,
sparse strum pattern is best. Try a
down strum on the first beat of
each measure and let it ring.
Why it is Great for Beginners:
It uses the four essential chords.
While the fingerpicking version is
intermediate, the strummed
version is very accessible. It
teaches you about dynamics and
playing with emotion. This is a
perfect song for practicing slow,
clean chord changes.



3. "I'm Yours" by
Jason Mraz

Another modern ukulele anthem. This
song is all about positive vibes and a
relaxed rhythmic feel. It is slightly more
complex than "Riptide" but still very
manageable for a beginner who has
practiced their basic chords.

e Chords: C, G, Am, F

e Strumming Pattern: A
syncopated down-up pattern that
uses a "chuck" or mute is the goal,
but for beginners, a steady down-
up-down-up pattern is a great
starting point.

e Why it is Great for Beginners:

It reinforces the same core chord
progression. It introduces the
concept of a more complex
strumming rhythm, which is an
excellent skill to develop. The
melody is uplifting and easy to
sing along to.

4. "Stand By Me"
by Ben E. King

A timeless classic that translates
beautifully to the ukulele. The simple,
powerful chord progression is a
testament to great songwriting.

e Chords: C, Am, F, G7
e Strumming Pattern: A slow,
steady down-down-down-down
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pattern works perfectly. You can 1
also try a "swing" feel by Sta rS by

emphasizing the first and third

beats of a four-beat measure. O n e Re p u b | | C

e Why it is Great for Beginners:
This song introduces the G7 chord  This pop hit has a driving energy that is

(G major with a pinky on the first very fun to play on the ukulele. It uses a
fret of the A string, or simply a slightly different chord progression that
one-finger G7). It teaches you introduces the Em chord.

about song structure (verse and

chorus) and how to build a song * Chords: Am, C, G, Em

around a simple, repeating idea. It * Strumming Pattern: The song

is also a great song for practicing has a fast, energetic feel. A down-

singing while playing. down-up-down-up pattern at a
quicker tempo will capture its

1 . spirit.

5 . CO u ntl n g e Why it is Great for Beginners:
It introduces the E minor chord,
which is very easy to play. It
encourages you to strum with
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more energy and speed, which is deliberate down strum on each
good practice for developing beat is perfect. Let each chord ring
rhythm and control. The chord out.

changes are frequent but e Why it is Great for Beginners:
predictable. It only uses five chords, all of

which are beginner-friendly. The

6 1 Love M e sllow tempo gives you plepty of

time to change chords. It is a
fantastic song for practicing clean,

Te n d e r" by E |V | S clear chord transitions without the

P | pressure of speed.
resley

i
A beautiful, simple ballad that is perfect 7 Cou ntry

for slow, gentle strumming. It proves 1
that you do not need a lot of chords to Roads by JOh n
create a beautiful song.

e Chords: C, Em, Am, F, G7
e Strumming Pattern: A very slow,
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chuck" pattern where you play the

De nve r root note of the chord on the first

beat and then strum the full chord
This song is a universal sing-along on the off-beat.

memorable melody make it a joy to play It uses a G-D-Em-C progression,
on the ukulele. which is different from the Am-C-
« Chords: G, D, Em, C G-F progression. This helps you

learn to switch between different
families of chords. It is also
fantastic for practicing with

e Strumming Pattern: A steady
down-up-down-up pattern works
well. You can also try a "boom-
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