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YOUR COMPLETE
GUIDE TO
MINECRAFT: HOW
TO GET A CAT

I f  y o u ’ v e  e v e r
wandered  through  a
village in Minecraft and
spotted  a  mysterious
feline slinking between
h o u s e s ,  y o u ’ v e
probably  wondered,
“Minecraft  how  to
get a cat  as a pet?”
C a t s  a r e  n o t  j u s t
decorat ive—they’re
one of the most useful
mobs  in  the  game.
They  can  scare  away
creepers,  bring  you
gi f ts  at  dawn,  and
provide companionship

during  your  survival
adventures.  In  this
comprehensive  guide,
we’ll walk you through
everything you need to
know about taming and
caring  for  cats,  from
finding  them  to
b r e e d i n g  t h e m .
Whether you’re playing
Java Edition or Bedrock
Edition, the process is
straightforward  once
you  understand  the
steps.  So  grab  your
fishing  rod,  cook  some
fish,  and let’s  dive into
the  purrfect  world  of
Minecraft cats.

WHY YOU WANT A
CAT IN MINECRAFT

Before we explain how
t o  g e t  a  c a t  i n
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Minecraft,  it  helps to
understand  why  you
should bother. Cats are
more  than  just  cute
pixelated  pets.  They
have  several  game-
changing  benefits:

Creeper
deterrent:
Creepers will
avoid a cat even
if it’s sitting,
giving you a safe
zone around your
base.
Phantom
protection: If
you sleep near a
cat, it can help
reduce phantom
spawns by
providing a
“cat’s gift” status
effect.
Morning gifts:
A tamed cat will
occasionally give
you a gift at
dawn, such as
rabbit’s foot,
string, or
phantom

membrane.
Emotional
support: Let’s
be
honest—having a
cat follow you
around makes
the blocky world
feel a little less
lonely.

Now  that  you  know
why cats are valuable,
let’s  discuss  where  to
find them.

WHERE TO FIND
CATS IN
MINECRAFT

Cats  in  Minecraft  do
not spawn randomly in
the wild like wolves or
horses.  Instead,  they
have  two  pr imary
habitats:  villages  and
s w a m p  h u t s .
Understanding  these
locations  is  the  first
s tep  in  master ing
Minecraft how to get
a cat.
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Stray
Cats in
Villages
Stray cats are common
in  villages  across  all
biomes.  They  spawn
naturally as part of the
village  population,
usually  near  houses,
farms,  or  meet ing
points.  The number of
stray cats depends on
the number of villagers
and beds. Each village
can  have  up  to  10
stray  cats.  They  are
typically  white,  black,
ca l ico ,  or  tuxedo-
colored. These cats are
already  “wild”  and
need to be tamed. Be
aware that if you scare
them  (by  running,
sprinting,  or  making
sudden  movements),
they  will  flee  and
disappear after a short
distance.  So  approach

slowly.

Witch
Huts and
Black
Cats
If you want a black cat,
your best bet is to find
a  swamp  hut  (a lso
called a witch hut) in a
swamp biome. A black
cat  always  spawns
i n s i d e  t h e  h u t
alongside a witch. You
can tame it  the same
way you tame a stray
cat. However, note that
the  witch  may  attack
you, so you might need
to  clear  the  area  first.
Black cats also have a
spooky vibe that many
p l a y e r s  l o v e  f o r
decorative  builds.

ITEMS NEEDED:
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RAW COD OR
SALMON

The  only  food  that
works for taming a cat
in Minecraft is raw cod
o r  r a w  s a l m o n .
Cooked  fish  does  not
work.  You  can  obtain
these  fish  from  any
water  source  using  a
fishing rod. If you don’t
have  a  fishing  rod,
craft  one  with  three
sticks  and  two  string.
Alternatively,  you  can
fish  from  a  river,
ocean, or even a small
pond.  A  single  fish  can
tame  a  cat  if  you’re
lucky,  but  you  may
n e e d  u p  t o  t e n .  I
recommend  gathering
at least a stack (16 or
20)  of  raw  fish  before
h e a d i n g  o u t .
Remember,  raw  cod
or salmon  is  the key
t o  a n s w e r i n g
“Minecraft how to get a
cat” efficiently.

Where to
Get Fish

Fishing: Stand1.
near water, right-
click (or press
the use button)
to cast your line,
wait for a bite,
and reel in.
Killing fish2.
mobs: You can
also kill cod or
salmon in water
with a sword, but
this is less
efficient.
Drowned3.
drops: Drowned
zombies
sometimes drop
raw cod, but this
is random.

To save time, consider
bu i ld ing  a  s imp le
automated fish farm or
j u s t  s p e n d  a  f e w
minutes at a river with
a  fishing  rod  until  you
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have  a  good  supply.

STEP-BY-STEP:
HOW TO TAME A
CAT

Now  we  get  to  the
heart  of  the  matter:
the  actua l  taming
process.  Follow  these
steps  carefu l ly  to
succeed  in  taming  a
cat in Minecraft.

Step 1:
Find a
Cat
Locate a village. If you
don’t know where one
is, explore around your
spawn point  or  use  a
map.  In  the  village,
look for a cat sitting or
walking near buildings.
Do  not  spr int  near
it—approach slowly.

Step 2:
Equip the
Fish
Select raw cod or raw
salmon in your hotbar
so that you are holding
the  fish  in  your  hand.
The cat will look at you
and  may  slowly  walk
toward  you  if  it  sees
the fish. If it runs away,
it’s  too  scared—back
off  and  wait  for  it  to
calm  down.

Step 3:
Approach
Slowly
Move toward the cat at
a walking pace. Do not
run or jump. If the cat
starts  to  walk  away,
stop moving and let it
come to you. Patience
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matters.  You can also
crouch (sneak) to make
less noise.

Step 4:
Feed
Until
Hearts
Appear
Once  you  are  within
about  three  blocks  of
the  cat,  right-click  (or
press  the  use  button)
while  holding  the  fish.
Hearts  wi l l  appear
a b o v e  t h e  c a t ,
indicat ing  taming
progress. One fish may
b e  e n o u g h ,  b u t
sometimes you need to
feed it  multiple times.
Keep feeding until  the
cat ’ s  co l l a r  co lo r
matches  your  dye  (if
y o u  h a v e  o n e )  o r
simply when it starts to

follow you.

Step 5:
Cat is
Tamed
A f t e r  t h e  h e a r t s
appear,  the  cat  will
stand  up  and  start
following  you.  It  now
has  a  red  col lar  by
d e f a u l t .
Congratulations!  You
have  successfu l ly
t a m e d  a  c a t .  T h e
answer  to  “Minecraft
how to get a cat” is
now complete.

HOW TO
TRANSPORT YOUR
CAT

Once tamed,  your  cat
w i l l  f o l l o w  y o u
everywhere,  unless
you  tell  it  to  sit.  To
make the cat sit, right-
c l ick  on  i t  without
holding fish. It will stay
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in place until you right-
c l i c k  a g a i n .  T o
transport your cat over
long  distances  (e.g.,
t h rough  a  ne the r
portal), you can lead it
with fish? Actually, cats
cannot  be  leashed.
Instead,  have  the  cat
f o l l o w  y o u  w h i l e
holding  raw  fish.  If  it
gets  stuck,  you  can
pick  it  up?  No,  you
cannot  pick  up tamed
c a t s  l i k e  i t e m s .
However, you can use
a  lead  on  a  cat?  In
Bedrock  Edition,  you
can  use  a  lead  on  a
tamed  cat .  In  Java
Edition,  you  cannot.
The  most  re l iab le
method is to have the
cat  follow  you  while
you walk slowly, or use
a boat. Boats can carry
cats: push the cat into
a  boat  by  holding  fish
and leading it in, then
you can row the boat
through water or even
land. For nether travel,

you can push the  cat
through  the  portal
while it follows you. Be
careful not to lose it.

BREEDING CATS IN
MINECRAFT

If you want more cats,
you  don’t  have  to  go
searching  for  new
villages. You can breed
the  cats  you  already
have.  To  breed  cats,
you  need  two  tamed
cats  (they  can  be  of
any color) and raw cod
or  salmon.  Feed  both
cats  the  fish,  and  they
will enter “love mode,”
producing a kitten. The
kitten  will  inherit  a
random coat color from
the parents or even a
rare  tuxedo  pattern.
The  kitten  will  follow
the  parents  until  it
grows  up  (about  20
minutes). You can also
use  fish  to  speed  up
growth  by  feeding  a
baby cat. Breeding is a
great way to populate



8

8 Minecraft How To Get A Cat 2022-12-10

y o u r  b a s e  w i t h
creeper-scarers  and
gift-givers.

WHAT CATS DO
(BEHAVIOR AND
BENEFITS)

After  you’ve  learned
how to tame a cat in
Minecraft ,  you’ l l
n o t i c e  s e v e r a l
behaviors:

Following: A
tamed cat will
follow you if you
are holding raw
fish, or it may
follow you
anyway if you
walk within 10
blocks.
Sitting: Right-
click to make it
sit; it will stay
put until you
right-click again.
Gifts: In the
morning (dawn),
a tamed cat has
a chance to drop
a “gift” item next

to you when you
wake up. This
can include
string, feather,
rabbit hide,
phantom
membrane, or
even a phantom
membrane.
Creeper
avoidance:
Creepers will not
approach within
6 blocks of a cat,
whether tamed
or stray.
Sleeping on
beds: Cats love
to sleep on beds,
including your
bed. They may
block you from
sleeping if they
are on it. You can
push them off or
wait for them to
move.

These behaviors make
c a t s  o n e  o f  t h e
handiest mobs to have
around  your  survival
base.
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FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

Can  you  tame  an
ocelot to get a cat?
No, in modern versions
of  Minecraft  ( Java
1.14+  and  Bedrock
1.11+),  ocelots  are
separate  from  cats.
Taming an ocelot gives
you  a  trustful  ocelot
that  won’t  despawn,
but it is not a cat. To
get  a  cat,  you  must
find stray cats or witch
hut cats.
D o  c a t s  s c a r e

phantoms?
Cats  don’t  directly
scare  phantoms,  but
having a cat near your
bed can give  you the
“cat’s  gi f t”  status
effect during the night,
reducing  phantom
spawn.
Can  you  change  a
cat’s collar color?
Yes,  you  can  dye  a
tamed  cat’s  collar  by
right-clicking on it with
any dye. This changes
the collar color without
affecting the cat’s fur.


