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UNDERSTANDING THE MSP
AIRPORT SECURITY BADGE
APPLICATION PROCESS

Navigating  the  MSP  Airport  security
badge  application  process  is  a  critical
step for anyone seeking employment or
regular  access  to  secure  areas  at
Minneapolis-Saint  Paul  International
Airport. This badge, officially known as a

Security  Identification  Display  Area
(SIDA)  badge,  serves  as  your  key  to
restricted zones where aircraft  operate
and sensitive security measures are in
place.  Whether  you  are  a  new  airline
employee,  a  concession  worker,  a
contractor,  or  a  vendor,  understanding
the  intricacies  of  this  application  is
essential  to  starting  your  role  without
unnecessary  delays.  The  process  is
designed  to  meet  stringent  federal
regulations  set  by  the  Transportation
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Security  Administration (TSA),  ensuring
that  only  thoroughly  vetted individuals
gain  access  to  these  high-security
environments.
Many  first-time  applicants  find  the
process  daunting  due to  the  layers  of
paperwork,  background  checks,  and
training involved. However, with proper
preparation and a clear understanding of
each  step,  you  can  navigate  the  MSP
Airport  security  badge  application
efficiently.  This  guide  will  walk  you
through every aspect of the application,
from initial eligibility requirements to the
final issuance of your badge, helping you
avoid  common  pitfalls  and  streamline
your journey to becoming an authorized
airport worker.

What Exactly is
an MSP Airport
Security Badge?
An MSP Airport security badge is more
than  just  an  identification  card;  it  is  a
credential  that  grants  you  unescorted
access to the secure areas of the airport.
These  areas  include  the  airside  of
terminals,  ramps  where  aircraft  park,
cargo facilities, and other zones where
security  is  paramount.  The  badge  is
issued  by  the  Minneapolis-Saint  Paul
International  Airport's  Department  of
Public Safety and must be visibly worn at
a l l  t imes  whi le  you  are  in  these
restricted  areas.  It  contains  your
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photograph,  personal  details,  and
specific access privileges tailored to your
job function.
The badge is  color-coded and includes
designations that indicate your level of
access. For instance, some badges may
allow access to all  secure areas, while
others are limited to specific zones like a
particular concourse or airline operations
area. Understanding these distinctions is
vital,  as  attempting  to  access  areas
beyond your authorization can result in
immediate revocation of your badge and
potential  disciplinary  action  from  your
employer.  The  MSP  Airport  security
badge  application  process  is  your
gateway  to  obtaining  these  privileges,
and  it  requires  a  commitment  to
following strict security protocols.

Who Needs to
Apply for an MSP
Airport Security
Badge?
Not  everyone  working  at  the  airport
needs a SIDA badge. However, a broad
range  of  personnel  are  required  to
undergo the MSP Airport security badge
application process. This includes:

Airline Employees: Including
pilots, flight attendants, gate
agents, baggage handlers, and
maintenance staff who work in
secure areas.
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Airport Concession Workers:
Employees of restaurants, retail
shops, and other businesses
located beyond the security
checkpoint.
Contractors and Vendors:
Individuals involved in
construction, cleaning, janitorial
services, catering, and fueling
operations.
Government Personnel: TSA
officers, Customs and Border
Protection agents, and other
federal employees assigned to the
airport.
Ramp and Ground Handling
Staff: Those who service aircraft,
handle luggage, operate ground
support equipment, and manage
cargo.

If your job requires you to be in any area
of  the  airport  that  is  not  open to  the
general  public,  you  almost  certainly
need  to  complete  the  MSP  Airport
security  badge  application.  Your
employer  will  typically  sponsor  your
application and guide you through the
initial  paperwork.  It  is  important  to
confirm with your hiring manager exactly
which  type  of  badge  you  need,  as
different  roles  may  require  different
clearance  levels.

Step-by-Step
Guide to the MSP
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Airport Security
Badge

Application
The application process is multi-layered
and can take several weeks to complete.
Starting early and staying organized is
crucial.  Here  is  a  breakdown  of  the
typical steps involved.

STEP 1: PRE-EMPLOYMENT AND
SPONSORSHIP

Before  you can begin  the MSP Airport
security  badge  application,  you  must
have  a  job  offer  from  an  airport
employer.  The  employer  acts  as  your

sponsor and is responsible for initiating
the process. They will provide you with
the necessary forms and instructions. It
is your responsibility to ensure that all
personal  information  provided  is
accurate  and  matches  your  official
identification  documents  exactly.  Any
discrepancies  can  cause  delays  or
rejection  of  your  application.  Your
employer  will  also  submit  a  formal
request to the airport's badging office on
your behalf.

STEP 2: COMPLETING THE
APPLICATION FORM

The  actual  application  form  requires
detailed personal information, including
your full legal name, date of birth, social
security number, address history for the
past five years, and employment history.
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You  will  also  need  to  disclose  any
criminal  history,  including  arrests,
convictions,  and  pending  charges.  The
MSP Airport security badge application is
thorough, as it is the foundation for your
background check. Falsifying information
at this stage is a serious offense and can
permanently disqualify you from working
at the airport. Be truthful and complete
every section carefully.

STEP 3: FINGERPRINTING AND
BACKGROUND CHECK

Once your application is submitted, you
will  be scheduled for  fingerprinting.  This
is typically done at a designated location
at the airport or at an authorized off-site
facility.  Your  fingerprints  are  submitted
to the FBI for a criminal history records
check. In addition, the TSA conducts a

Security  Threat  Assessment  (STA)  to
determine if you pose a potential risk to
aviation  security.  The  MSP  Airport
security  badge  application  includes  a
check against  terrorist  watch lists  and
other  federa l  da tabases .  Th i s
background check is comprehensive and
can take anywhere from a few days to
several  weeks  to  complete,  depending
on your personal history and the current
volume of applications.

STEP 4: SECURITY THREAT
ASSESSMENT (STA) APPROVAL

The TSA reviews your background check
results  and makes  a  determination  on
your  eligibility.  If  you  have  a  criminal
record,  it  does  not  automatically
disqualify  you.  The  TSA  considers  the
nature  of  the  offense,  how  long  ago  it
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occurred, and its relevance to security.
Certain  disqualifying  crimes,  such  as
terrorism,  espionage,  or  treason,  will
result in automatic denial. Other crimes
may  be  reviewed  on  a  case-by-case
basis.  You  will  be  notified  if  your  STA  is
denied, and you have the right to appeal
the decision. This is a critical juncture in
the  MSP  Airport  secur i ty  badge
application process, and it is the stage
where most delays occur.

STEP 5: COMPLETION OF SECURITY
AWARENESS TRAINING

Before your badge can be issued,  you
must  complete  mandatory  security
awareness training. This training covers
topics such as:

Identifying and reporting

suspicious behavior or activity.
Understanding the different levels
of airport security areas.
Proper badge usage, display, and
reporting lost or stolen badges.
Rules regarding escorting visitors
without badges.
Procedures for challenging
unauthorized individuals in secure
areas.

This training is typically provided by your
employer or by the airport authority. You
will  be  required  to  pass  a  written  or
electronic  test  to  demonstrate  your
understanding of the material. The MSP
Airport security badge application is not
complete  until  you  have  successfully
completed this training and received a
certificate  of  completion,  which  is
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submitted  to  the  badging  office.

STEP 6: BADGE ISSUANCE AND
ACTIVATION

Once all previous steps are cleared, you
will  visit  the  airport's  badging  office  to
have your  photograph taken and your
badge printed. You will need to present
acceptable  identification  documents,
s u c h  a s  a  v a l i d  p a s s p o r t  o r  a
combination  of  a  driver's  license  and
social  security  card,  to  verify  your
ident i ty .  The  l is t  of  acceptable
documents is  based on TSA guidelines
and  is  similar  to  the  I-9  verification
process.  After  your badge is  issued,  it
must be activated by your employer or
the  badging  office.  The  MSP  Airport
security  badge  application  culminates
with you physically receiving your badge

and signing for  it,  acknowledging your
responsibility to safeguard it.

Common
Reasons for
Delays in the
MSP Airport
Security Badge
Application
Understanding  potential  obstacles  can
help you prepare and avoid frustration.
Delays are common and often stem from
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preventable  issues.  Some  frequent
reasons for holdups in the MSP Airport
security badge application include:

Incomplete or Inaccurate
Application Forms: Missing
signatures, incorrect dates, or
gaps in address history can trigger
manual review and requests for
correction.
Name Discrepancies: Your
application name must exactly
match your identification
documents. Using nicknames or
different spellings will cause
delays.
Pending Criminal Charges:
Outstanding charges or unresolved
legal matters can hold up the
background check until they are

resolved.
Slow Fingerprint Processing:
High application volumes or
technical issues with fingerprint
quality can slow down the FBI
check.
Failed Training Test: Not
passing the security awareness
training on the first attempt
requires retraining and retesting.

To minimize delays,  double-check your
application  for  errors,  ensure  your
identification documents are current and
valid,  and  complete  your  training
thoroughly. Stay in close communication
wi th  your  employer ' s  secur i ty
coordinator, who can track the status of
your  MSP  Airport  security  badge
application and alert you to any issues.



10

10 Msp Airport Security Badge Application My Msp Connect 2023-01-14

Types of MSP
Airport Security
Badges and
Access Levels
Not all  badges are created equal.  The
Minneapolis-Saint  Paul  International
Airport  issues  different  badge  types
based on the specific  needs  of  each job
function. Understanding these categories
can help you know what to expect during
your  MSP  Airport  security  badge
application.

SIDA Badge (Blue or Red): This
is the standard badge for most

employees needing unescorted
access to the Air Operations Area
(AOA) and Security Identification
Display Area (SIDA). It typically
has a blue or red border and
includes a photo.
Sterile Area Badge: Issued to
employees who work in the
terminal beyond the security
checkpoint but do not need access
to the ramp or aircraft. This badge
is for concession workers, cleaning
staff, and some airline customer
service personnel.
Escort Badge: A temporary
badge issued to individuals who
need to be escorted by a SIDA
badge holder at all times. This is
often for visitors, vendors, or new
employees awaiting their
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permanent badge.
Airline Crew Badge: Issued to
flight crews for access to secure
areas during their duty periods.
These badges are often company-
specific and have different renewal
cycles.

During your MSP Airport security badge
application,  your  employer  will  specify
the  badge  type  and  access  level  you
require.  It  is  important  not  to  request
higher  access  than  necessary,  as  this
can trigger additional scrutiny and delay
your application. Your access privileges
are tailored to your job duties, and any
changes in your role may require a new
application  or  modification  of  your
existing  badge.

Renewal and
Maintenance of
Your MSP Airport
Security Badge
An MSP Airport security badge is not a
one-time credential. It has an expiration
date,  typically  one  to  two  years  from
issuance,  depending  on  your  role  and
the  type  of  badge.  As  your  expiration
date  approaches,  you  will  need  to
initiate  a  renewal  process.  This  often
involves:

Submitting a new application or
updating your existing information.
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Completing recurrent security
awareness training.
Undergoing a new background
check, which may include
fingerprinting again.
Having a new photograph taken.

It  is  your  responsibility  to  track  your
badge expiration and begin the renewal
process well  in advance. Allowing your
badge  to  expire  can  result  in  loss  of
access and may require you to repeat
the  full  MSP  Airport  security  badge
application process, including the initial
background check. Most employers will
send  reminders,  but  the  ultimate
responsibility lies with you. Additionally,
if  you  change  jobs  within  the  airport,
your new employer must transfer or re-
issue your badge, which may involve a

modified application process.

Lost, Stolen, or
Damaged
Badges
One  of  the  most  serious  security
violations  at  an  airport  is  losing  your
security  badge.  If  your  MSP  Airport
security  badge  is  lost,  stolen,  or
d a m a g e d ,  y o u  m u s t  r e p o r t  i t
immediately to your employer and the
airport's  badging office.  Failure  to  do  so
can result in severe penalties, including
badge revocation and potential  fines for
you and your employer. When reporting
a  lost  or  stolen  badge,  you  will  be
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required to complete a formal report and
pay a replacement fee. The MSP Airport
security  badge  application  for  a
replacement is expedited, but you may
need to  provide new photographs and
verify  your  identity  again.  Damaged
badges  should  be  returned  to  the
badging  office  for  a  free  replacement,
b u t  a l w a y s  g e t  a  r e c e i p t  o r
acknowledgment of the return to avoid
liability.

Tips for a
Smooth MSP
Airport Security

Badge
Application
Experience
To  ensure  your  application  goes  as
smoothly  as  possible,  consider  the
following  practical  tips:

Start Early: Begin your MSP1.
Airport security badge application
as soon as you receive your job
offer. Do not wait until your start
date approaches


