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INTRODUCTION: A
DOT IN THE
PACIFIC THAT
CHANGED THE
WORLD

Imagine a map of the
world.  Your  eyes  are
drawn  to  the  familiar
shapes  of  continents,
the  sprawling  blue  of
the oceans. Now, look
to  the  eastern  Pacific
Ocean, directly west of
the continent of South
America. If you trace a
line due west from the
country  of  Ecuador,

you  will  find  a  small
cluster  of  dots  that
a p p e a r  a l m o s t
i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l
compared  to  the  vast
landmasses  around
them.  These  dots  are
the Galapagos Islands,
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
biologically  significant
and  geographically
unique places on Earth.
This article will answer
t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l
question  where  are
t h e  G a l a p a g o s
Islands located on a
map  in  exhaustive
detail.  We will  explore
t h e i r  e x a c t
coordinates,  their
political  connection  to
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Ecuador, their isolation
in  the  Pacific,  the
specific  ocean currents
that  surround  them,
and why their  precise
location  is  the  single
most  important  factor
in the evolution of the
life that inhabits them.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
p lann ing  a  t r ip  o r
simply  quenching  a
curiosity  sparked  by
nature  documentaries,
understanding  the
l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e
Enchanted  Is les  is
essential.

THE EXACT
COORDINATES OF
THE GALAPAGOS
ARCHIPELAGO

To answer the question
w h e r e  a r e  t h e
Galapagos  Islands
located  on  a  map
with precision, we must
l o o k  a t  g l o b a l
coo rd ina tes .  The
archipelago  straddles
the equator. The main

islands  are  situated
approximately between
1°40′  North  and 1°36′
South  latitude,  and
between  89°16′  and
92°01′ West longitude.
Th i s  p l aces  them
s q u a r e l y  i n  t h e
equatorial  zone of  the
eastern Pacific Ocean.
F o r  c o n t e x t ,  t h e
nearest  continental
landmass  is  the  coast
of  Ecuador,  located
approximately  1,000
kilometers  (620 miles)
t o  t h e  e a s t .  T h i s
significant  distance
from the mainland is a
critical  factor  in  the
i s l a n d s '  h i s t o r y .
Because  they  were
never  connected  to  a
con t i nen t ,  eve ry
species  of  plant  and
animal  that  exists  on
the  Galapagos  today
arrived  by  flying,
swimming,  floating,  or
being  carried  across
this  vast  expanse  of
open  ocean .  Th i s
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natu ra l  i so la t i on
c r e a t e d  a  l i v i n g
laboratory  where
evolution  took  unique
paths.

Political
Geograph
y: The
Territory
of
Ecuador
P o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h e
Galapagos  Islands  are
a  p rov ince  o f  t he
Republic  of  Ecuador.
The  capital  of  this
province  is  Puerto
Baquerizo  Moreno,
l o c a t e d  o n  S a n
Cristobal  Island.  When
you  ask  where  are
t h e  G a l a p a g o s
Islands located on a

m a p  i n  t e r m s  o f
national  borders,  the
a n s w e r  i s
unequivocally  within
the sovereign territory
o f  E c u a d o r .  T h i s
relationship defines the
legal  framework  for
tourism,  conservation,
and  fishing  in  the
region.
T h e  c o u n t r y  o f
E c u a d o r ,  w h i c h
straddles  the  equator
on  the  west  coast  of
S o u t h  A m e r i c a ,
includes  not  only  its
mainland  territory  but
also  the  Galapagos
Islands. The total area
of  the  archipelago  is
approximately  8,010
square  ki lometers
(3,090 square miles) of
land,  scattered  across
a vast  marine reserve
of over 133,000 square
kilometers  (51,000
square  miles).  The
Galapagos  Mar ine
Reserve is  one of  the
l a r g e s t  m a r i n e



4

4 Where Are The Galapagos Islands
Located On A Map

2025-11-18

protected areas in the
world,  extending  40
nautical miles from the
b a s e l i n e  o f  t h e
outermost  islands.

PINPOINTING THE
LOCATION ON A
PHYSICAL MAP

If you are looking at a
physical  map  of  the
world,  find  the
equatorial  line.  Now,
locate  the  Pacific
Ocean. The Galapagos
are  situated  in  the
eastern  Pacific,  which
is the part of the ocean
c l o s e s t  t o  t h e
Americas. They are not
in  the  central  Pacific,
like  Hawaii  or  French
Polynesia.  They  are
very much a part of the
eastern  Pacific  island
group,  sitting  on  the
N a z c a  P l a t e ,  a
tectonic  plate  that  is
m o v i n g  s l o w l y
eastward, sliding under
the  South  American
Plate.

To  v i sua l i ze  th i s ,
imagine South America
as  a  large  tr iangle
pointing south. On the
west  coast  of  that
triangle,  right  at  the
widest  part  o f  the
continent, you will see
the country of Ecuador.
Draw  a  straight  line
west  from the  city  of
Guayaquil,  Ecuador's
largest  city  and  main
port. That line will take
you  directly  to  the
Galapagos Islands. The
islands  are  not  far
offshore;  they  are  a
distant  outpost ,  a
stepping stone into the
deep Pacific.

Relative
Positionin
g to
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Other
Landmark

s
Understanding  the
location  relative  to
other  we l l -known
l a n d m a r k s  h e l p s
solidify the geography.
The Galapagos Islands
are  significantly  closer
to the mainland of the
Americas  than  Hawaii
is.  For  example,  the
Galapagos  are  about
1,000  km (620  miles)
west  of  Ecuador.  In
contrast,  the Hawaiian
Islands are about 3,200
km (2,000 miles) from
the coast of California.
They  are  also  located
o n  t h e  s a m e
approximate  latitude
a s  t h e  A m a z o n
Rainforest  in  northern
Peru and the southern
part  of  Panama,  in

Central  America.  This
equatorial  positioning
i s  wha t  g i ves  t he
i s l a n d s  t h e i r
surprisingly  diverse
climate  zones,  which
we  will  discuss  later.
The  exact  longitude
places  them  in  the
same time zone as the
central  part  of  the
United  States  (UTC-6
during  standard  time,
UTC-5  during  daylight
time,  though  Ecuador
uses  a  whole  year
UTC-5 for the mainland
and  UTC-6  fo r  the
Galapagos  to  better
match  daylight  hours).

THE
ARCHIPELAGO: A
CHAIN OF
VOLCANIC PEAKS

When  we  talk  about
w h e r e  a r e  t h e
Galapagos  Islands
located on a map, we
are  referring  to  an
entire archipelago, not
just a single island. The
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cluster  consists  of  19
main  islands,  13  of
which  are  larger  than
10  square  kilometers,
along  with  dozens  of
smal ler  is lets  and
rocks.  The  largest
island, Isabela, makes
up  about  half  of  the
total  land area of  the
arch ipe lago .  I t  i s
famous  for  its  five
active volcanoes, some
of  the  most  active  in
the world.
The islands are spread
out over a distance of
about  220  kilometers
(137 miles) from north
t o  s o u t h .  T h e
northernmost  point  is
Darwin Island, and the
s o u t h e r n m o s t  i s
Española  Island.  This
spread, while relatively
s m a l l ,  c r e a t e s
microclimates.  The
eastern  islands,  like
San Cristobal, are older
and  rece ive  more
moisture.  The western
islands, like Fernandina

a n d  I s a b e l a ,  a r e
younger,  hotter,  and
have  more  ac t i ve
volcanic  terrain.  This
var iety  in  age  and
geography  across  the
archipelago is a direct
result  of  its  location
over  a  geological  hot
spot.

Hotspot
Geology:
Why They
Are
Where
They Are
The Galapagos Islands
are  a  classic  example
o f  h o t s p o t
vo l can ism .  T h i s
means  they  are  not
located  at  a  p late
b o u n d a r y  w h e r e
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tectonic  plates  meet,
but  rather  above  a
plume  of  molten  rock
rising from deep within
the Earth’s mantle. The
Nazca  Plate  moves
slowly  eastward  over
this stationary hotspot.
As  the  plate  moves,
new  volcanoes  form
over  the  hotspot ,
creating  a  chain  of
is lands.  The  o lder
islands  at  the  eastern
end of  the chain (like
San  Cr is toba l  and
Española)  are  eroding
and sinking,  while  the
y o u n g e r ,  m o s t
volcanically  active
islands at the western
end  (like  Fernandina
and the western part of
Isabela) are still  being
built.
This geological process
i s  t h e  r e a s o n  t h e
islands  exist  at  all.
Their  location  on  the
Nazca  Plate,  directly
above a hotspot, is the
fundamental  reason

they  appear  on  the
map  in  the  first  place.
Without  this  volcanic
activity, the Galapagos
would  s imply  be  a
deep patch of ocean.

WHY LOCATION
MATTERS FOR
LIFE: THE
CONFLUENCE OF
CURRENTS

The answer  to  where
are  the  Galapagos
Islands located on a
map  is not just about
latitude and longitude.
It  is  about  the ocean.
The  islands  sit  at  the
confluence  of  three
major  ocean  currents.
This is the single most
important factor for the
incredible  biodiversity
found  there.  The  cool
Humboldt  Current
flows  north  from
Antarctica  along  the
west  coast  of  South
America.  The  warm
Panama  Current
flows  south  from
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Central  America.  And
t h e  d e e p ,  c o l d
Cromwell  Current
surfaces  around  the
islands.
This  mix  creates  a
u n i q u e  m a r i n e
environment.  The cool
waters  bring  nutrients
f r o m  t h e  d e e p ,
s u p p o r t i n g  h u g e
populations of fish, sea
lions,  marine  iguanas,
and  penguins.  Yes,
p e n g u i n s !  T h e
Galapagos  Penguin  is
t he  on l y  pengu in
species found naturally
north  of  the  equator.
This  is  possible  only
because  of  the  cold-
water  currents  that
bathe  the  islands  due
to  their  specific
location.  The  warm
current  brings  tropical
species,  creating  a
mixing  zone  of  cold
a n d  w a r m - w a t e r
marine  l i fe  that  is
unparalleled on earth.

The
Climate
and
Seasons
The  location  of  the
Galapagos  Islands  on
the equator gives them
a  surprisingly  mild
climate  for  a  tropical
region.  There  are  two
main  seasons,  both
driven  by  the  ocean
currents. The cool and
dry  season  (June  to
December) is when the
Humboldt  Current  is
strongest,  bringing
cool,  nutrient-r ich
waters, frequent drizzle
(called  *garua*),  and
c o o l e r  a i r
temperatures.  The
w a r m  a n d  w e t
season  (January  to
M a y )  i s  w h e n  t h e
P a n a m a  C u r r e n t
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dominates,  bringing
warmer seas, sunshine,
and  occasional  heavy
rains.
This equatorial location
also  means  that  day
l e n g t h  i s  v e r y
consistent  year-round,
with about 12 hours of
daylight  and 12 hours
of  night.  This  stability
minimizes  extreme
temperature  swings,
making  the  islands
hospitable  to  a  wide
range  of  species  that
have adapted to these
predictable patterns.

NAVIGATING TO
THE GALAPAGOS:
FROM MAP TO
REALITY

F o r  t r a v e l e r s ,
understanding  where
are  the  Galapagos
Islands located on a
map is the first step in
p l a n n i n g  a n
unforgettable  journey.
The main access point

is by air.  Two airports
in the Galapagos serve
flights  from  the
mainland  of  Ecuador:
Isla  Baltra  Airport
( G P S )  a n d  S a n
Cristobal  Is land
Airport  (SCY).  These
airports  receive  direct
flights  from  Quito  and
Guayaquil,  Ecuador.
There  are  no  direct
international  flights
from other countries to
the  Galapagos;  you
must  first  travel  to
mainland  Ecuador.
Once  you  are  in  the
islands, travel is almost
entirely  by  boat.  The
map of the Galapagos
is  a  map  of  is lands
separated  by  deep
o c e a n  c h a n n e l s .
Tourists  typically  stay
on  live-aboard  cruise
ships  that  navigate
between  islands,  or
they  base  themselves
on  one  of  the  three
inhab i ted  i s lands
( S a n t a  C r u z ,  S a n
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Cristobal,  or  Isabela)
and take day trips by
boat to nearby sites.
The  location  of  the
islands  far  from  the
mainland  means  that
v i s i t i ng  requ i res
advance  planning,
booking  flights  and
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s
months  in  advance,
especially  during peak
s e a s o n s .  B u t  t h e
reward is stepping into
a  world  of  untouched
nature  that  is  found
nowhere  else  on  the
planet.

Maritime
Navigatio
n and the
Marine

Reserve
The  location  of  the
Galapagos Islands also
makes  them a  critical
point  for  marit ime
nav iga t ion  in  the
eastern  Pacific.  The
i s l a n d s  a c t  a s  a
waypoint  for  ships
traveling between Asia
and  South  America,
though  commercial
shipping  is  strictly
regulated  to  protect
the  fragile  ecosystem.
The Galapagos  Marine
Reserve  is  a  massive
protected area, and all
vessels  operat ing
within  it  must  follow
strict  guidelines  to
prevent  pol lut ion,
overfishing,  and  the
introduction of invasive
species.  Buoys,  radar,
and  modern  tracking
systems  help  ensure
that  ships  adhere  to
the  boundaries.  The
exact  coordinates  of
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the reserve are clearly
defined  on  nautical
charts.

THE FUTURE OF
THE ISLANDS IN A
CHANGING WORLD

Finally,  the  question
w h e r e  a r e  t h e
Galapagos  Islands
located on a map  is
also  a  question  about
vulnerability.  Their
isolation  makes  them
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y
s e n s i t i v e  t o
environmental  change.
R i s i n g  s e a
temperatures,  due  to
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,
threaten  the  nutrient-
r ich  currents  that
sustain the marine life.
Warmer seas can lead
to  E l  N iño  events ,
which  histor ical ly
cause  massive  die-offs
of marine iguanas, sea
lions, and seabirds.
The  location  of  the
islands also puts them

at  risk  from  invasive
species.  Because  the
native species evolved
w i t h o u t  n a t u r a l
predators,  introduced
animals like rats, cats,
a n d  g o a t s  c a n
d e v a s t a t e  l o c a l
p o p u l a t i o n s .
Conservation  efforts
are  constantly  fighting
to  keep  the  islands
pristine. The location of
the  Galapagos  on  the
world map makes them
not  just  a  treasure  to
be  admired,  but  a
responsibility  to  be
protected.  They  are  a
g l o b a l  a s s e t ,
r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a
U N E S C O  W o r l d
Heritage Site, and their
location is a permanent
reminder of the power
o f  na tu re  and  the
fragil ity  of  l i fe.

CONCLUSION:
MORE THAN A DOT
ON THE MAP

I n  s u m m a r y ,  t h e
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Galapagos  Islands  are
located in the eastern
Pacific  Ocean,
approximately  1,000
kilometers  (620 miles)
west  of  the  coast  of
Ecuador, straddling the
equator.  They  sit  on
the Nazca Plate above
a geological hotspot, at
the  intersection  of
three  major  ocean
currents, which creates
their  unique  climate
and  biodiversity.  They
a re  a  p rov ince  o f
Ecuador,  accessible
only  by  air  from  the

mainland.
Understanding  where
are  the  Galapagos
Islands located on a
map  i s  the  key  to
understanding  their
entire  natural  history.
It explains why Charles
Darwin  found  such
extraordinary evidence
f o r  e v o l u t i o n .  I t
explains  why  you  can
see  penguins  living
near  the  equator.  It
explains  the  stark
volcanic  landscapes
contrasted  with  the


