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INTRODUCTION TO
A
TRANSFORMATIVE
RESOURCE IN
SPECIAL
EDUCATION

The  field  of  special
education is constantly
evolving,  driven  by
new  research,  legal
m a n d a t e s ,  a n d  a
deeper  understanding
of  how  to  suppor t
every  learner.  For
e d u c a t o r s ,

administrators,  and
families  dedicated  to
this  work,  having  a
r e l i a b l e ,
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
textbook  is  essential.
I n s t r u c t i o n  O f
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th Edition stands as
a cornerstone resource
in  this  area,  offering  a
b l e n d  o f  t h e o r y ,
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d
practices, and practical
app l i ca t i on .  Th i s
edition  continues  the
l e g a c y  o f  i t s
predecessors  while
incorporating the latest
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advancements  in  the
field,  making  it  a  vital
t o o l  f o r  a n y o n e
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
education and support
of  individuals  with
significant  support
needs.
This  article  explores
the  key  fea tures ,
updates, and enduring
value of this important
text.  We will  examine
its  structure,  the  core
p r i n c i p l e s  i t
champions, and how it
serves  as  a  guide  for
creating  meaningful,
inclusive  educational
experiences.

THE ENDURING
IMPORTANCE OF
THE SIXTH
EDITION

The transition to a new
e d i t i o n  o f  a n y
academic  textbook
raises  an  important
question:  what  has
c h a n g e d ?  T h e

I n s t r u c t i o n  O f
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th Edition  does  not
simply rehash previous
content.  It  reflects
significant  shifts  in
e d u c a t i o n a l
ph i losophy,  lega l
interpretations,  and
classroom  practice.
The  s i x th  ed i t i on
a d d r e s s e s
c o n t e m p o r a r y
c h a l l e n g e s  a n d
opportunities, including
t h e  i n c r e a s e d
emphasis  on  general
education  access,  the
use of technology, and
the  cr i t ical  role  of
pos i t ive  behavior
supports. It builds upon
the  strong  foundation
of previous editions by
integrating  the  latest
research  on  topics
such as communication
intervention,  literacy
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d
transition planning.
For  educators  who
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have  used  ear l ie r
edit ions,  the  sixth
edition  offers  updated
case  studies,  revised
c h a p t e r s  o n
a s s e s s m e n t  a n d
collaboration,  and  a
renewed focus on self-
determination  and
family partnership. For
those new to the text,
it provides a complete
and  current  overview
of the field. The book is
carefully  structured  to
guide the reader from
foundational  concepts
t o  a d v a n c e d
application, ensuring a
deep  and  practical
understanding  of  how
to  effectively  instruct
students  with  severe
disabilities.

CORE THEMES AND
PHILOSOPHICAL
FOUNDATIONS

Embracin
g
Inclusion
and
Access to
the
General
Curriculu
m
A central  tenet of  the
I n s t r u c t i o n  O f
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th  Edition  is  the
belief that all students,
regard less  o f  the
s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e i r
disabilities,  deserve
meaningful  access  to
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the  general  education
curriculum.  The  text
moves  beyond  simple
physical  inclusion  to
explore  what  t rue
educational  access
looks  like.  It  provides
f r a m e w o r k s  f o r
a d a p t i n g  a n d
modifying  instruction,
m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d
assessments  so  that
s t u d e n t s  c a n
participate  in  grade-
level  content  in  ways
that are appropriate for
t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l
learning  profiles.  The
book  emphasizes  that
inclusion is not a place
but  a  set  of  practices
t h a t  p r o m o t e
belonging,  learning,
and  social  connection.

The
Primacy

of
Individual
ized
Instructio
n
No  two  students  are
a l i k e ,  a n d  t h i s  i s
especial ly  true  for
students  with  severe
disabilities.  The  sixth
edition places a strong
e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e
deve lopment  and
implementation  of  the
I n d i v i d u a l i z e d
Education  Program
(IEP)  as  the  central
planning  document.  It
prov ides  deta i led
guidance  on  how  to
conduct  meaningful
assessments,  write
m e a s u r a b l e  a n d
achievable  goals,  and
design instruction that
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i s  t a i l o red  t o  t he
unique  strengths  and
needs of each learner.
The text  champions  a
p e r s o n - c e n t e r e d
approach,  ensuring
that  the  student 's
voice and preferences,
along  with  those  of
their  family,  guide  all
educational decisions.

Evidence-
Based
Practices
as the
Foundatio
n for
Teaching
The  field  of  special
education  has  made
tremendous  progress
in  ident i fy ing  and

validating  effective
teaching  strategies.
The  Instruction  Of
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6 t h  E d i t i o n  i s
thoroughly grounded in
these  evidence-based
practices.  The  authors
do  not  s imp ly  l i s t
strategies; they explain
the  rationale  behind
them, describe how to
implement  them  with
fidelity,  and  provide
examples  o f  the i r
appl ication  in  real
classroom  settings.
F r o m  s y s t e m a t i c
i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d
prompting  hierarchies
to naturalistic teaching
strategies  and  peer-
m e d i a t e d
interventions, the book
equips  educators  with
a  robust  toolk i t  of
proven  methods.

IN-DEPTH
COVERAGE OF KEY
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INSTRUCTIONAL
AREAS

One  of  the  greatest
s t r eng ths  o f  t h i s
t e x t b o o k  i s  i t s
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
coverage  of  the  core
a c a d e m i c  a n d
functional  skill  areas
that  are  critical  for
students  with  severe
d i s a b i l i t i e s .  T h e
I n s t r u c t i o n  O f
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th Edition  dedicates
substantial  space  to
each of these domains,
offering  both
theoretical  grounding
a n d  p r a c t i c a l
classroom strategies.

Communi
cation

and
Language
Develop
ment
For many students with
severe  disabilities,
communication  is  a
primary area of  need.
The  s i x th  ed i t i on
provides  an  updated
look  at  augmentative
a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e
communication  (AAC)
systems, from low-tech
options  like  picture
exchange  systems  to
high-tech  speech-
generating  devices.  It
e m p h a s i z e s  t h e
importance of building
a total  communication
environment where all
forms of expression are
valued and supported.
T h e  t e x t  a l s o
addresses  the  critical
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role  of  communication
partners  in  fostering
language development
and social interaction.

Literacy
Instructio
n for All
Learners
The belief that literacy
is  a  human right  is  a
powerful theme in this
e d i t i o n .  T h e
I n s t r u c t i o n  O f
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th Edition presents a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
framework  for  literacy
instruction  that  goes
beyond  basic  sight
words.  I t  explores
emergent  l iteracy,
conventional  literacy,
and the use of adapted
materials  to  ensure
that  students  have

access to a wide range
of  texts.  The  book
provides strategies for
teaching  phonics,
c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,
fluency,  and  writing,
demonstrating  that
with the right supports,
students  with  severe
disabilities  can  make
meaningful progress as
readers and writers.

Mathema
tics and
Problem-
Solving
Skills
M a t h e m a t i c s
instruction  is  another
area covered in depth.
The text moves beyond
r o t e  c o u n t i n g  t o
address  functional
mathematics  skil ls
such  as  time,  money,
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and  measurement.  It
a l s o  i n t r o d u c e s
strategies for teaching
problem-solving  in
real-world  contexts.
The  Instruction  Of
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th  Edition  provides
explicit  guidance  on
u s i n g  h a n d s - o n
mater ia l s ,  v i sua l
s u p p o r t s ,  a n d
systematic  instruction
to help students build a
strong  foundation  in
m a t h e m a t i c a l
concepts.

Social
Skills and
Positive
Behavior

Support
Social  competence  is
essential for success in
school and community
life.  The  sixth  edition
offers  a  dedicated
chapter on social skills
instruction,  providing
strategies for teaching
soc ia l  i n i t i a t i on ,
r e c i p r o c i t y ,  a n d
friendship  skil ls.  A
major  focus  is  also
placed  on  posit ive
behavior  interventions
and  supports  (PBIS)
and  the  development
of  functional  behavior
assessments  (FBAs)
a n d  b e h a v i o r
intervention  plans
( B I P s ) .  T h e  t e x t
e m p h a s i z e s  a
proactive, preventative
approach  to  behavior,
focusing  on  teaching
replacement skills  and
creating  supportive
environments.
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Daily
Living
and
Functiona
l Skills
For  many  students,
instruction  in  daily
living skills is a critical
component  of  their
educational  program.
The  Instruction  Of
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th Edition addresses
self-care,  domestic
sk i l l s ,  community
m o b i l i t y ,  a n d
vocational preparation.
These  functional  skills
are  taught  within  a
f r a m e w o r k  o f
p r o m o t i n g
independence and self-
determination.  The
text  provides practical

gu idance  on  task
analysis,  chaining
p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d
instruction,  ensuring
that  s tudents  can
generalize  their  skills
t o  n a t u r a l
environments.

THE SHIFT
TOWARDS
POSTSECONDARY
OUTCOMES AND
TRANSITION

Preparation  for  life
after  high  school  is  a
primary goal of special
education.  The  sixth
edition  significantly
expands  its  coverage
of  transition  planning.
The  Instruction  Of
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th Edition provides a
detailed  roadmap  for
developing  transition
plans that are aligned
with  the  student's
strengths, preferences,
and interests. It covers
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a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f
postsecondary options,
including  integrated
e m p l o y m e n t ,
p o s t s e c o n d a r y
e d u c a t i o n ,
independent living, and
c o m m u n i t y
participation.  The  text
e m p h a s i z e s  t h e
importance  of  starting
transition  planning
early  and  involving
adult  service  agencies
in  the  process.  This
f o r w a r d - l o o k i n g
perspective  ensures
that  the  instruction
students  receive  in
schoo l  i s  d i rec t ly
connected  to  their
long-term  goals  and
aspirations.

PRACTICAL TOOLS
FOR THE
CLASSROOM
PROFESSIONAL

B e y o n d  i t s
phi losophica l  and
t h e o r e t i c a l
contr ibutions,  the

I n s t r u c t i o n  O f
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th Edition is a highly
practical resource. It is
filled  with  tools  that
e d u c a t o r s  c a n
immediately  put  to
use.

Case Studies:
Detailed, real-
world examples
illustrate how the
principles and
strategies
discussed in the
text can be
applied with
actual students.
These cases help
to bridge the gap
between theory
and practice.
Sample IEP
Goals: The book
provides
numerous
examples of well-
written,
measurable
goals that are
aligned with the
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general
curriculum and
tailored to
individual needs.
These serve as
models for
educators
developing their
own goals.
Data Collection
Forms: Effective
instruction
requires ongoing
data collection to
monitor progress
and make data-
driven decisions.
The sixth edition
includes sample
forms and charts
that can be
adapted for
classroom use.
Teaching
Scripts: For
specific
instructional
strategies, such
as discrete trial
teaching and
task analysis, the
book provides

scripts that guide
the teacher
through the
steps of
implementation.
Technology
Integration:
Updated content
on assistive
technology and
instructional
technology
provides
guidance on
selecting and
using tools that
can enhance
learning and
participation.

THE ROLE OF
COLLABORATION
AND TEAMWORK

No  teacher  works  in
isolation,  especially
w h e n  s u p p o r t i n g
students  with  severe
d i s a b i l i t i e s .  T h e
I n s t r u c t i o n  O f
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th Edition  dedicates
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significant  attention  to
the  co l laborat ive
process. It emphasizes
the importance of  the
educational  team,
which includes general
education  teachers,
specia l  educat ion
t e a c h e r s ,
pa rap ro fe s s i ona l s ,
r e l a t e d  s e r v i c e
providers  (such  as
s p e e c h - l a n g u a g e
p a t h o l o g i s t s ,
o c c u p a t i o n a l
t h e r a p i s t s ,  a n d
physical  therapists),
administrators,  and,
most  important ly,
families. The text offers
strategies  for  effective
communication,  joint
planning,  and  shared
respons ib i l i t y .  I t
recognizes  that  the
best  outcomes  for
students  are  achieved
when  everyone  works
t o g e t h e r  i n  a
c o o r d i n a t e d  a n d
respectful  manner.

WHY THIS
TEXTBOOK
MATTERS IN
TODAY'S SCHOOLS

The  s i x th  ed i t i on
arrives  at  a  critical
t ime  in  education.
Schools  are  grappling
w i th  how  to  t r u l y
implement  inclusive
pract i ces ,  how  to
address  the  diverse
needs  of  all  learners,
and  how  to  prepare
s t u d e n t s  f o r  a n
uncertain  future.  The
I n s t r u c t i o n  O f
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th  Edition  provides
the  guidance  that
educators  need  to
meet these challenges
with  confidence.
Grounded  in  research
and  rich  in  practical
app l i ca t i on ,  t h i s
textbook is more than
jus t  an  academic
resource. It is a call to
a c t i o n ,  u r g i n g



Instruction Of Students With Severe Disabilities
6th Edition 13

13

educators  to  see  the
potent ia l  in  every
student and to provide
t h e  h i g h - q u a l i t y
instruction  that  all
learners  deserve.
T h e  b o o k  i s  a n
i n v e s t m e n t  i n
professional  growth
and a  commitment  to
equitable  education.
For a new teacher just
entering  the  field,  it
p r o v i d e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
foundat ion .  For  a
veteran  educator,  it
offers valuable updates
and fresh perspectives.
For administrators and
p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  i t
provides a clear picture
of  what  ev idence-
based,  high-quality
instruction for students
with severe disabilities
looks like in practice.

CONCLUSION: A
VITAL COMPANION
FOR EVERY

EDUCATOR

I n  s u m m a r y ,  t h e
I n s t r u c t i o n  O f
S t u d e n t s  W i t h
Severe  Disabilities
6th  Edit ion  i s  an
indispensable resource
that  success fu l ly
combines  r igorous
s c h o l a r s h i p  w i t h
practical  classroom
a p p l i c a t i o n .  I t
c h a m p i o n s  a n
inclusive,  person-
c e n t e r e d ,  a n d
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d
approach to education.
The book does not shy
a w a y  f r o m  t h e
complexities  of  the
field  but  instead  offers
c lear ,  ac t ionab le
g u i d a n c e  f o r
navigating  them.  By
f o c u s i n g  o n  c o r e
a c a d e m i c  s k i l l s ,
communication,  social
competence,  behavior
support, and transition
planning,  it  prepares
educators to meet the
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fu l l  range  of  the i r
students'  needs.  This
sixth edition is not just
an  upda te ;  i t  i s  a
reaffirmation  of  the
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
p r o v i d i n g  e v e r y
student,  regardless  of
the  severity  of  their
disabi l i ty,  with  an

educat ion  tha t  i s
m e a n i n g f u l ,
cha l l eng ing ,  and
empowering. It belongs
on  the  desk  of  every
e d u c a t o r  w h o  i s
dedicated to making a
real  difference  in  the
lives  of  their  students.


