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INTRODUCTION

For generations, the
Mossberg 500 series
has earned a
reputation for rugged
reliability and
accessible design.
Among its many
configurations, the
Mossberg 500 Ag
model holds a special
place for those who
need a dependable tool
in demanding
environments. Whether
you are a farmer
protecting crops from
pests, a rancher
managing predators, or
a rural property owner
who values a capable

all-weather shotgun,
the Ag variant is built
to perform. However,
even the most durable
firearm requires proper
understanding and
care. This is where the
Mossberg 500 Ag
Manual becomes
indispensable. This
comprehensive guide
will walk you through
why this manual is
essential, what makes
the Ag model unique,
and how to use it to
ensure safe, effective,
and long-lasting
operation.

WHAT MAKES THE
MOSSBERG 500 AG
DIFFERENT?

Before diving into the


https://everybodystreet.com/

nuances of the
Mossberg 500 Ag
Manual, it helps to
understand what the
"Ag" designation
means. While many
shooters are familiar
with the standard
Mossberg 500 field or
security models, the Ag
variant is specifically
engineered for
agricultural and harsh
outdoor use. Key
distinguishing features
often include a
corrosion-resistant
finish on metal parts,
such as the barrel and
receiver, to withstand
constant exposure to
moisture, dirt, and
chemicals found on a
farm. The stock and
forend are typically
made from a durable
synthetic material,
resistant to cracking
and swelling, and often
feature a textured grip
for a secure hold even
with wet or muddy

hands. The barrel
length on an Ag model
is usually optimized for
versatility, often 28
inches, making it
suitable for both bird
hunting and larger pest
control. These
deliberate design
choices mean that the
Mossberg 500 Ag
Manual contains
specific guidance for
maintaining these
features, which differs
slightly from standard
model instructions.

WHY THE
MOSSBERG 500 AG
MANUAL IS YOUR
MOST IMPORTANT
TOOL

Many firearm owners
treat the manual as an
afterthought, but for
the Ag model, it is a
critical reference. The
Mossberg 500 Ag
Manual is not just a
collection of safety
warnings; it is a
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technical document
that explains the
unique aspects of your
shotgun. Here is why
you should read it
thoroughly before even
loading your first shell.

Safety
Guideline
s Specific
to the Ag
Model

All  firearms require
strict adherence to
safety rules, but the Ag
model often sees use
in environments with
unique hazards, such
as moving machinery,
livestock, and uneven
terrain. The manual
outlines safe handling
practices for these
scenarios. For
example, it provides

instructions on how to
safely carry the
shotgun when climbing
fences or operating a
tractor. It also details
the proper use of the
safety mechanism,
which on the Mossberg
500 is a tang-mounted
slide safety, easy to
operate even with
gloves. Ignoring these
specific guidelines can
lead to accidents,
making the manual a
non-negotiable
resource.

Understa
nding the
Action
and
Operation

The Mossberg 500 Ag
uses a pump-action
mechanism, known for



its reliability. However,
the Mossberg 500 Ag
Manual goes deep into
the function of the
action slide release,

the bolt locking
mechanism, and the
shell interrupter.

Understanding these
parts is crucial for
clearing malfunctions,
which can happen
when using certain
low-brass shells or
after extended use
without cleaning. The
manual provides step-
by-step instructions for
cycling the action
smoothly, loading the
magazine tube
correctly, and
unloading the chamber
safely. It also explains
the proper way to use
the elevator, which can
sometimes pinch
fingers if not handled
correctly. The manual's
detailed diagrams
make this intuitive,
even for a first-time

owner.

Assembly
and
Disassem
bly
Instructio
ns

One of the most
practical sections of
the Mossberg 500 Ag
Manual covers field
stripping. Unlike some
shotguns, the
Mossberg 500 s
relatively easy to
disassemble, but doing
it incorrectly can
damage the action or
the finish. The manual
shows you how to
remove the barrel,
detach the forend, and
take out the trigger
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assembly group. For
the Ag model, this is
especially important
because dirt and debris
from agricultural work
can accumulate in the
action. Knowing how to
take your shotgun
apart properly allows
you to clean these
hard-to-reach areas.
The manual also
highlights common
mistakes, such as
forcing the trigger
plate during
reassembly, which can
break the sear pin.
Following the manual's
instructions exactly will
keep your Ag model
functioning like new.

PROPER
MAINTENANCE FOR
THE MOSSBERG
500 AG

While the Ag model is
built tough, it is not
maintenance-free. The
Mossberg 500 Ag
Manual provides a

comprehensive
maintenance schedule
that every owner
should follow.
Neglecting this can
lead to rust, corrosion,
and mechanical
failures.

Cleaning
the Barrel
and
Action

The manual specifies
the correct bore
solvent and lubricants
to use. For the Ag
model, which may be
stored in a barn or
workshop, the manual
recommends a
thorough cleaning after
every use. It details
how to run a cleaning
rod through the barrel
without damaging the
muzzle crown and how



to use a chamber
brush to remove
buildup. For the action,
the manual instructs
you to use a nylon
brush and solvent to
remove carbon and dirt
from the bolt face,
extractor, and the
interior of the receiver.
It warns against
soaking the wood or
synthetic stock in
solvent, as this can
damage it. The manual
also includes a
checklist for cleaning
the gas system if your
Ag model is a gas-
operated variant
(though most Mossberg
500 models are pump-
action, it is good to
verify with your
specific manual).

Lubricatio

n and
Storage

Lubrication is a
balancing act. Too little
oil causes friction and
wear, while too much
attracts dust and
grime. The Mossberg
500 Ag Manual
provides specific points
for lubrication, such as
the action bars, the
slide rails, and the
hammer pivot pin. It
recommends light oil
for most parts and a
heavier grease for the
magazine tube spring.
For long-term storage,
especially in humid
conditions, the manual
suggests applying a
thin coat of rust-
preventative oil to all
metal surfaces. It also
advises storing the
shotgun in a dry place,
ideally in a safe or a
silicone-treated gun

6 Mossberg 500 Ag Manual

2026-01-17



Mossberg 500 Ag Manual 7

sock. The manual even
discusses how to
prepare the shotgun
for transport in a
vehicle, which is
essential for Ag owners
who carry their
shotgun on trucks or
ATVs.

COMMON
QUESTIONS
ADDRESSED IN
THE MOSSBERG
500 AG MANUAL

Every firearm comes
with a set of frequently
asked questions, and
the Mossberg 500 Ag
Manual addresses
these directly. One
common question is
about ammunition
compatibility. The
manual clearly lists the
correct gauge and shell
length for your specific
Ag model. It also
explains which types of
loads (e.g., target
loads, buckshot, slugs)
cycle best and warns

against using steel
shot in certain older
barrels. Another
frequent query
involves failure to
eject. The manual
provides a
troubleshooting

flowchart for this issue,
covering possibilities
like a dirty chamber,
weak ammunition, or a
worn extractor spring.
For owners who want
to customize their
shotgun, the manual
outlines which
aftermarket parts are
safe to install and
which modifications
void the warranty.
Having these answers
in one place saves time
and prevents
guesswork that could
damage your firearm.

WHERE TO FIND
THE OFFICIAL
MOSSBERG 500 AG
MANUAL

If you have lost your



original Mossberg
500 Ag Manual, do
not worry. Mossberg
offers free PDF
downloads of all their
manuals on their
official website. Simply
navigate to the support
section, enter your
model number, and
download the manual.
It is a good practice to
keep a digital copy on
your phone or tablet
for quick reference
while in the field. Some
third-party websites
also host these
manuals, but it is
always best to use the
official source to
ensure you have the
most current and
accurate information. If
you purchased a used
Mossberg 500 Ag
without a manual,
obtaining one should
be your first priority
before shooting the
gun. Having the
manual on hand will

also make it easier to
sell the shotgun later,
as it adds value and
shows you maintained
it properly.

CONCLUSION

Owning a Mossberg
500 Ag is an
investment in a tool
that can serve you for
decades if treated with

respect. The
Mossberg 500 Ag
Manual is the
roadmap to that

longevity. It is more
than a booklet; it is a
comprehensive guide
that ensures you
operate your shotgun
safely, maintain it
correctly, and
understand its unique
features. From
assembly and cleaning
to troubleshooting and
storage, every detail in
the manual is designed
to help you get the
most out of your
firearm. Take the time
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to read it thoroughly,
refer to it regularly,
and keep it in a safe
place. Your Mossberg
500 Ag will reward you
with reliable
performance season
after season, whether

you are protecting your
livestock, hunting
game, or simply
enjoying a day at the
range. Safe shooting,
and remember: always
consult the manual
first.



