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THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO THE GENIE ANNUAL
INSPECTIONS FORM FOR AERIAL LIFTS

Every construction site, warehouse, and maintenance facility
depends on the reliability of its aerial lifts. These machines
elevate workers to heights where a single mechanical failure can
lead to catastrophic consequences. Yet, amidst the daily hustle of
equipment operation, one critical document often determines the
difference between a safe worksite and a potential disaster: the
Genie Annual Inspections Form for aerial lifts. This form is far
more than a piece of paperwork. It is a comprehensive safety
blueprint, a regulatory requirement, and the most reliable way to
ensure that your lifting equipment remains safe, compliant, and
operational year after year.

Whether you manage a fleet of Genie boom lifts, scissor lifts, or
telehandlers, understanding the intricacies of this inspection form
is essential. In this guide, we will explore why the annual
inspection is non-negotiable, break down the key sections of the
Genie form, explain how to complete it correctly, and highlight
common pitfalls that could compromise your safety record. By
the end, you will understand why the Genie Annual Inspections

Form is the cornerstone of any effective aerial lift maintenance
program.

WHY THE ANNUAL INSPECTION MATTERS FOR GENIE
AERIAL LIFTS

Genie aerial lifts, like all mobile elevating work platforms, operate
under extreme stress. They are subjected to heavy loads,
repetitive movements, and exposure to harsh environments.
Over time, components wear, hydraulic fluids degrade, and
structural fatigue can develop. Pre-shift inspections are vital for
catching daily issues, but they lack the depth required to identify
long-term wear. The annual inspection is the only scheduled
event where every critical component of the machine is
methodically evaluated for safety, function, and compliance.

For Genie equipment owners and operators, completing the
Genie Annual Inspections Form for aerial lifts is not just best
practice; it is a legal obligation. The American National Standards
Institute (ANSI) and the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) both mandate that aerial lifts undergo a
thorough inspection at least once every twelve months. This
inspection must be documented on a standardized form that
demonstrates due diligence. Failing to perform or document this
inspection can result in severe penalties, liability exposure, and
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most importantly, preventable accidents.

Moreover, the annual inspection serves as the primary tool for
predictive maintenance. By carefully examining each system
against the Genie specification sheet, maintenance teams can
identify emerging problems before they become costly
breakdowns. This proactive approach extends the service life of
the equipment, minimizes unexpected downtime, and ensures
that every Genie aerial lift in your fleet operates at peak
efficiency.

UNDERSTANDING THE GENIE ANNUAL INSPECTIONS
FORM FOR AERIAL LIFTS

The Genie Annual Inspections Form is a detailed, multi-section
document designed to guide the inspector through a complete
examination of the aerial lift. Unlike a daily checklist which
focuses on operational fundamentals, this form demands
disassembly, measurement, and functional testing of all safety-
critical systems. It is typically included with the machine’s service
manual or can be obtained directly from Genie or authorized
distributors.

The form is structured to cover every major component of the
machine, from the chassis and tires to the control systems and
structural booms. Each section requires the inspector to note the
condition of parts, record specific measurements, and confirm
function. The completed form serves as a legal record of
inspection, signed by the qualified technician, and retained by
the owner for the life of the machine. In many jurisdictions, this
document must be available for review by regulatory authorities

at any time.

It is important to understand that the Genie Annual Inspections
Form for aerial lifts is not a one-size-fits-all document. Different
models—whether a GS scissor lift, S boom lift, or G
telehandler—have distinct inspection points. Genie provides
model-specific adaptations of the form to ensure that all unique
components, such as specific boom articulation joints or platform
controls, are properly verified. Always use the form that matches
the exact model and serial number of your machine.

Who Is Qualified to
Complete the Genie Annual
Inspections Form?

Given the complexity and safety implications of the annual
inspection, not just anyone can complete the form. OSHA and
ANSI require that the inspection be performed by a “qualified
person” who has been trained and authorized to evaluate the
specific type of aerial lift. For Genie equipment, this typically
means a technician who has completed Genie factory training or
an equivalent certification program. The qualified person must
understand the manufacturer’s specifications, be able to interpret
inspection criteria, and have the tools necessary to perform
measurements and tests. The technician must sign and date the
form, accepting responsibility for its accuracy.
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KEY COMPONENTS COVERED BY THE GENIE ANNUAL
INSPECTIONS FORM

The Genie Annual Inspections Form for aerial lifts is exhaustive.
While the exact items vary by model, most forms include the
following critical inspection categories:

Structural Integrity and
Welds

The inspector examines the entire machine structure for cracks,
deformation, corrosion, and damaged welds. This includes the
chassis, turntable, boom sections, scissor arms, and platform.
Any structural damage can lead to catastrophic failure under
load, so even small cracks or signs of stress are noted and
evaluated against Genie’s repair criteria.

Hydraulic System

The hydraulic system is the lifeblood of any aerial lift. The
inspection includes checking hoses for abrasion, leaks, or
swelling, examining fittings, verifying fluid levels, and assessing
the condition of pumps, valves, and cylinders. The form requires
the technician to confirm that the system operates smoothly
without unusual noise or hesitation.

Control Systems and Safety
Circuits

All control stations—ground, platform, and any remote
devices—are tested for proper function. This includes checking
the emergency stop buttons, proportional controls, directional
switches, and any interlock systems. The inspection also verifies
that the platform load sensing system functions correctly and
that all alarms and warning lights are operational.

Brakes, Tires, and Drive
Systems

The form includes a thorough check of the machine’s ability to
move and stop safely. Brake operation, tire condition and
pressure, drive motor function, and steering accuracy are all
recorded. For rough-terrain models, additional checks on axle
oscillation and differential locks are included.

Safety Devices and Decals

Every safety device must be verified. This includes the tilt alarm,
motion alarms, fall protection anchor points, and the platform
gate or chain. The inspector also checks that all warning decals,
load capacity placards, and serial number plates are present and



legible. Missing or damaged decals must be replaced before the
machine is returned to service.

Electrical and Wiring

The inspection covers the entire electrical system, including
batteries, cables, connectors, and control modules. For battery-
powered units, the technician checks electrolyte levels, charge
condition, and the function of the charger. Any signs of corrosion,
loose connections, or frayed wiring are recorded and addressed.

HOW TO PROPERLY COMPLETE THE GENIE ANNUAL
INSPECTIONS FORM

Completing the Genie Annual Inspections Form for aerial lifts is a
systematic process that must be followed methodically. Here is a
step-by-step approach to ensure accuracy and completeness:

1. Prepare the machine: Clean the aerial lift thoroughly.
Dirt and grease can hide cracks, leaks, and other defects.
Place the machine on a level surface and ensure itis in a
safe, powered-down state before beginning.

2. Gather the correct documents: Obtain the Genie Annual
Inspections Form that matches the specific model and
serial number of the lift. Have the service manual on hand
for reference measurements and specifications.

3. Perform a walk-around inspection: Examine the
machine visually before starting any functional tests. Note
any obvious damage, missing parts, or fluid leaks. This
initial survey helps focus the detailed inspection.

4. Work through each section sequentially: Do not skip
sections or jump ahead. Follow the form’s order to avoid
missing key components. For each item, record the
condition as “Pass,” “Fail,” or “Needs Repair.” When
measurements are required, such as brake pad thickness
or chain stretch, record the actual value.

5. Conduct functional tests: After the visual inspection,
operate the machine through its full range of motions. Test
all controls, safety features, and drive functions. Verify that
the platform can reach its maximum height and that all
positioning systems work correctly.

6. Record deficiencies and repair decisions: If any
component fails the inspection, clearly document the
nature of the failure on the form. The qualified person must
decide whether the machine can be repaired safely or
whether it must be removed from service immediately. All
repairs must be completed and the machine re-inspected
before the form is finalized.

7. Sign and date the form: Once the inspection is complete
and any necessary repairs have been performed, the
qualified person signs and dates the form. The owner or
fleet manager should retain a copy in the machine’s
maintenance history file.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID WHEN USING THE
GENIE ANNUAL INSPECTIONS FORM

Even experienced technicians can make errors when completing
the Genie Annual Inspections Form for aerial lifts. Being aware of
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these common mistakes can help you maintain a flawless
inspection record:

* Rushing the inspection: The annual inspection is not a
task to be completed in ten minutes. Allocate sufficient
time to thoroughly examine every component. Rushing
leads to missed defects and incomplete documentation.

e Using a generic form: Do not use a generic inspection
form for Genie lifts. The Genie-specific form includes
model-specific criteria that are essential for safety. Using
the wrong form can result in failing to inspect critical
components unique to your machine.

* Forgetting to record measurements: Many sections of
the form require specific measurements, such as tire tread
depth, brake lining thickness, or hydraulic pressure
readings. Record these values clearly. A simple “pass” may
not be sufficient for audit purposes.

e Ignoring cosmetic issues: A small decal might seem
trivial, but regulatory compliance requires that all safety
decals be present and readable. Similarly, minor hydraulic
seepage can worsen over time. Do not dismiss any item on
the form as unimportant.

 Failing to address failures before returning to
service: If any item is marked “Fail,” the machine must not
be operated until the issue is corrected and the correction
is documented. Operating a lift with known deficiencies is a
violation of safety standards and could lead to serious

accidents.

* Incomplete record-keeping: The completed Genie
Annual Inspections Form must be retained for the life of the
machine. Do not store it in a location that is subject to
damage or loss. Digital backups are recommended for long-
term record retention.

THE ROLE OF THE GENIE ANNUAL INSPECTIONS FORM
IN REGULATORY COMPLIANCE

OSHA regulations, specifically 29 CFR 1910.178 and 1926.454,
require that aerial lifts are inspected on a regular basis. While the
daily pre-shift inspection is the operator’'s responsibility, the
annual inspection must be performed by a qualified person and
documented in writing. The Genie Annual Inspections Form for
aerial lifts is designed to meet these requirements and exceed
them.

In addition to OSHA, ANSI A92 standards have further refined the
inspection process. The current standards mandate that the
annual inspection includes a review of the manufacturer’s service
bulletins and any modifications or repairs performed during the
year. The Genie form incorporates these elements, ensuring that
your compliance documentation is comprehensive and up-to-
date.

When a regulatory inspector visits your site, they may ask to see
the inspection records for any aerial lift in operation.




