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FROM COLONIAL SILHOUETTES
TO CREATIVE CLASSROOMS: THE
ENDURING APPEAL OF THE
PAPER TRICORN HAT

There is a certain magic in the power of
a  simple  accessory  to  transport  us
through  time.  Few  items  capture  the
imagination  quite  like  the  tricorn  hat.
Whether you are a parent helping a child
prepare  for  a  school  play  about  the
American Revolution,  a history teacher

looking for an engaging craft project, or
a  party  planner  organizing  a  colonial-
themed event, the paper tricorn hat has
become  a  beloved  staple  of  creative
expression.  This  iconic  three-cornered
hat,  famously  worn  by  figures  like
George  Wash ing ton  and  o ther
gentlemen  of  the  18th  century,  is  no
longer  confined  to  the  wardrobes  of
historical  reenactors.  Thanks  to  the
simplicity  and  accessibility  of  paper
craft,  anyone  can  create  their  own
version  of  this  classic  headpiece  with
just a few basic materials and a bit of
patience.
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In  this  comprehensive  guide,  we  will
explore  everything  you  need  to  know
about  the  paper  tricorn  hat.  We  will
delve  into  its  historical  significance,
examine the best techniques for crafting
one  at  home,  and  discover  the  many
ways this simple project can be used for
education, decoration, and play. By the
end  of  this  article,  you  will  not  only
understand  why  this  hat  remains  so
popular but also have all the knowledge
you need to create your own stunning
replica.  Let  us  step  back  in  time  and
learn how to  fold,  cut,  and shape our
very own piece of history.

THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE TRICORN HAT

Before we dive into the crafting process,
i t  i s  wor th  tak ing  a  moment  to

understand  why  the  tricorn  hat  holds
such a prominent place in our collective
memory.  The tricorn,  also known as a
three-cornered  hat,  first  emerged in  the
late  17th  century  and  remained
fashionable throughout most of the 18th
century.  It  evolved  from  earlier  wide-
brimmed hats that  were turned up on
three  sides  to  create  a  distinctive
triangular  shape.  This  design  was  not
merely  aesthetic;  it  served  practical
purposes  as  well.  The  turned-up  brim
allowed soldiers and gentlemen to carry
muskets  or  rifles  on  their  shoulders
without the hat brim getting in the way.
It  also  helped to  shed rainwater  more
effectively than a flat-brimmed hat.
The  tricorn  hat  became  particularly
associated  with  the  American  colonial
period and the Revolutionary War era.
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Portraits  of  the founding fathers,  most
notably  George  Washington,  almost
always  depict  them wearing  a  tricorn.
This has cemented the hat as a symbol
of  revolution,  independence,  and  the
birth  of  a  new  nation.  However,  it  is
important to note that tricorns were not
just  worn  by  Americans.  They  were
common  throughout  Europe  and  were
worn  by  everyone  from  military  officers
to  wealthy  merchants  and  even  some
working-class men. The style and quality
of a tricorn often indicated the wearer's
social  status, with wealthier individuals
opting  for  hats  made  from  fine  beaver
felt or silk, often adorned with gold lace,
feathers, or decorative cockades.
Understanding  this  rich  history  adds
depth and meaning to the simple act of
making a paper tricorn hat.  When you

create one today, you are participating
in  a  tradition  of  craftsmanship  and
historical  appreciation.  You  are  also
helping to keep the visual culture of the
18th century alive for new generations.
This is why the paper tricorn hat remains
such a popular project in classrooms and
homes alike. It is a tangible connection
to a pivotal period in world history, and it
allows us to engage with the past in a
hands-on, creative way.

WHY CHOOSE A PAPER TRICORN
HAT?

You  might  wonder  why  paper  has
become  the  material  of  choice  for
crafting tricorn hats, especially when felt
or  fabric  alternatives  exist.  There  are
several  compelling  reasons  why  the
paper tricorn hat has become so widely
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popu la r .  F i r s t  and  fo remost  i s
accessibility.  Paper  is  inexpensive,
readily available, and requires no special
tools  or  equipment  to  work  with.  A
simple  sheet  of  construction  paper,  a
pair of scissors, and some tape or glue
are often all that is needed to produce a
surprisingly  authentic-looking  hat.  This
makes it  an  ideal  project  for  children,
classrooms,  and  large  groups  where
budget  and  time  are  concerns.
Another  advantage  of  paper  is  its
versatility.  Unlike  felt,  paper  can  be
easily painted, decorated with markers,
stamped, or covered with stickers. This
opens  up  endless  possibilities  for
customization.  A paper tricorn hat  can
be transformed into a patriotic  symbol
with red, white, and blue decorations, or
it can be given a more rustic, historical

look  using  brown  or  gray  paper  with
intricate  designs  drawn  in  black  ink.
Paper also allows for quick prototyping. If
you  make  a  mistake,  you  can  simply
start  over  with  a  fresh  sheet  without
wasting  expensive  materials.  This  low-
r i sk  env i ronment  encourages
experimentation  and  creativity.
Furthermore,  paper  is  lightweight  and
comfortable  to  wear,  especially  for
children. A well-made paper tricorn hat
can be worn for an entire school play or
costume  party  without  caus ing
discomfort. And when the event is over,
the  hat  can  be  easily  flattened  for
storage  or  recycled.  From  an  eco-
conscious perspective, using paper also
m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a r e
biodegradable and can be sourced from
recycled content. For all these reasons,
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the  paper  tricorn  hat  represents  a
perfect balance of historical authenticity,
creative  potential,  and  practical
convenience.

ESSENTIAL MATERIALS AND
TOOLS FOR YOUR PAPER
TRICORN HAT

Before  you  begin  crafting  your  own
paper  tricorn  hat,  it  is  important  to
gather all  the necessary materials and
tools. Having everything ready will make
the  process  smoother  and  more
enjoyable. Here is a comprehensive list
of what you will need:

Paper: Heavyweight construction
paper or cardstock works best.
Black, white, gray, or brown are
historically appropriate colors, but

you can choose any color you like.
You will need at least one standard
sheet (around 12 by 18 inches or
larger for adult sizes).
Scissors: A sharp pair of scissors
is essential for clean cuts. If
children are involved, safety
scissors are recommended.
Adhesive: Craft glue, a glue stick,
or double-sided tape will work.
Tape is faster and less messy,
while glue provides a stronger
bond.
Ruler: A ruler helps in measuring
and creating straight lines,
especially if you want a
symmetrical hat.
Pencil: Use a pencil to mark
cutting lines before you cut. This
reduces errors.
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Embellishments: Optional
decorations include feathers,
buttons, gold or silver ribbon,
paint, markers, stickers, or even
small artificial flowers.
Template (optional): You can
find free printable tricorn hat
templates online, which can save
time and ensure accurate
proportions.
Elastic string or ribbon: If you
want the hat to stay securely on
the head, you can attach a chin
strap.

Having these materials on hand will set
you up for success. Remember that the
quality  of  your  paper  matters.  Flimsy
printer paper will not hold its shape well
and  will  likely  collapse.  Cardstock  or

heavy construction paper is much more
durable and will give your paper tricorn
hat  a  professional  finish.  If  you  are
making hats for a group, consider buying
bulk packs of colored cardstock to keep
costs down while maintaining quality.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO MAKING
A CLASSIC PAPER TRICORN HAT

Now that you have your materials ready,
it is time to begin the crafting process.
This  step-by-step  guide  will  show  you
how to make a basic yet elegant paper
tricorn  hat.  Follow  these  instructions
carefully,  and  you  will  have  a  finished
hat  in  about  thirty  minutes.
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Step 1: Prepare
the Paper Base
Start with your sheet of cardstock. If you
are  using  a  standard  12  by  18  inch
sheet, you have a good size for an adult
hat. For a child's hat, you may need to
trim the paper slightly or use a smaller
sheet. Place the paper vertically in front
of you. The long edges should be on the
sides. You are going to form the main
body  of  the  hat  first.  Fold  the  paper  in
half horizontally, bringing the top edge
down to meet the bottom edge. Crease
the fold firmly. This fold will become the
center line of your hat's crown.

Step 2: Shape
the Crown
With the paper still folded, open it back
up so you have a visible crease down the
middle. Now, take the top left corner and
fold it  down toward the center crease,
creating a triangle. Repeat this with the
top right corner. You should now have a
shape  that  resembles  a  house  with  a
pointed  roof.  This  is  the  beginning  of
your hat's crown. The flaps you have just
folded  will  form the  sides  of  the  hat.
Crease these folds well so they hold their
shape.
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Step 3: Form the
Brim
Next, you will work on the brim. Take the
bottom edge  of  the  paper  and  fold  it
upward. How much you fold depends on
the  size  of  the  brim you  want.  For  a
classic  tricorn,  a  fold  of  about  two  to
three inches is usually appropriate. Fold
the  entire  bottom  edge  upward  and
crease  it  sharply.  Then,  flip  the  paper
over and repeat this fold on the other
side.  This  creates  a  wide,  stable  brim
that will eventually be turned up to form
the three corners.

Step 4: Create
the Three
Corners
Now  comes  the  defining  feature  of  the
tricorn hat. You need to turn up the brim
on three sides. Start with the front of the
hat. Take the center portion of the brim
and fold it upward, almost like you are
making  a  cuff.  This  will  create  the  front
peak of the hat. The amount you fold up
is a matter of personal preference, but a
fold of about one to two inches is typical.
Next, do the same with the left and right
sides of the brim. Fold each side upward
to match the front. You should now see
the  iconic  three-cornered  shape



Paper Tricorn Hat 9

9

emerging.  Adjust the folds so that the
three corners are symmetrical.

Step 5: Secure
the Shape
Once you are happy with the shape, use
glue  or  tape  to  secure  the  turned-up
brim  in  place.  Apply  adhesive  to  the
inside of the folds so it is not visible from
the outside. If you are using glue, hold
each section in place for a few seconds
until it sets. For extra stability, you can
also add a small  piece of tape on the
inside of each corner. At this point, your
paper tricorn hat is complete in its basic
form.  It  should  stand  on  its  own  and
have  a  clear  triangular  profile  when
viewed  from  above.

Step 6: Add
Decorations
This  is  where your  creativity  can truly
shine.  A  traditionally  decorated  tricorn
might feature a large feather tucked into
the front fold. You can also add a ribbon
or  band around the  crown.  If  you are
making  a  hat  for  a  patriotic  event,
consider painting or drawing stars and
stripes. For a more elegant look, gold or
silver trim can be glued along the edges.
Let  your  imagination  guide  you.
Remember  that  less  is  often  more,
especially  if  you want  the hat  to  look
historically  authentic.  However,  for
children's  costumes  or  parties,  bright
colors and bold decorations can be a lot
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of fun.

CREATIVE VARIATIONS AND
THEMED IDEAS FOR YOUR PAPER
TRICORN HAT

Once  you  have  mastered  the  basic
technique, you can explore a wide range
of creative variations. The beauty of a
paper tricorn hat lies in its adaptability
to  different  themes,  occasions,  and  skill
levels.  Here  are  some  popular  and
inspiring ideas to take your hat to the
next level:

The Historical

Replica
For those who value authenticity, aim for
a paper tricorn hat that closely mimics
the  styles  of  the  18th  century.  Use  a
muted  color  palette  such  as  black,
charcoal gray, or a deep brown. Avoid
glossy  paper;  matte  cardstock  looks
much  more  like  felt  or  wool.  Add  a
simple  black  ribbon  band  around  the
crown and a single feather, preferably in
a natural color like white or black. You
can  also  create  a  cockade,  a  small
rosette of ribbon, to pin to the side of the
hat.  These  details  will  make  your  hat
look  like  a  genuine  artifact  from  the
colonial  era.  This  style  is  perfect  for
historical presentations, museum events,
or formal costume occasions.
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The Patriotic
Parade Hat
Per fec t  fo r  Independence  Day
celebrations,  Memorial  Day  events,  or
school history fairs,  the patriotic paper
tricorn hat is a crowd favorite. Start with
a white paper base. Then, use markers,
paint, or colored paper to add red and
blue  stripes.  You  can  also  cut  out  a
Union Jack pattern or a circle of stars to
represent the early American flag. Add a
large,  bright  feather  in  red,  white,  or
blue to complete the look.  This  hat  is
sure  to  stand  out  in  any  parade  or

gathering  and  is  a  wonderful  way  to
show national pride.

The Pirate
Tricorn
While  the  tricorn  hat  is  historically
associated  with  gentlemen  and  officers,
it  has  also  become a  staple  of  pirate
costumes,  thanks  in  part  to  popular
culture. To create a pirate-themed paper
tricorn  hat,  use  black  paper  as  your
base. Add a skull and crossbones, either
drawn or cut from white paper, to the
front of the crown. Use a red ribbon or a
strip of red paper as a band.


