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NIKON D 3500
REVIEW CNET: A
BEGINNER’S DSLR
THAT STILL
DELIVERS VALUE

For  anyone  stepping
i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f
interchangeable  lens
photography, the name
Nikon  has  long  been
synonymous  w i th
reliability  and  image
qual ity.  Among  its
most celebrated entry-
level  offerings,  the
Nikon  D3500  stands
out  as  a  camera  that
h a s  c o n s i s t e n t l y
earned  praise  from
both  users  and  critics

alike. When you search
for  a  Nikon  D  3500
Review CNET, you are
likely  looking  for  a
trusted,  professional
perspective on whether
this DSLR still holds up
in an era dominated by
mirrorless  cameras.
This article provides a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,
human-focused look at
the  N ikon  D3500 ,
drawing  on  the  core
insights  that  have
m a d e  i t  a
recommended  choice
for beginners for years.
We  wil l  explore  its
design,  performance,
image  quality,  and
overall value, ensuring
y o u  h a v e  a l l  t h e
information  you  need
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to  make  an  informed
decision.
The  Nikon  D3500,  first
announced  in  August
2018, is the successor
to the popular D3400.
It  was  designed  with
one  clear  purpose  in
mind:  to  be  the  most
user-friendly  DSLR  for
newcomers .  What
makes  a  CNET-style
review  so  valuable  is
the  balance  it  strikes
between  technical
depth  and  real-world
usability.  This  article
aims  to  replicate  that
approach,  offering  a
detailed  examination
t h a t  f e e l s  l i k e  a
conversation  with  a
knowledgeable  friend
who understands  both
pho tog raphy  and
technology.

First

Impressio
ns and
Build
Quality
P ick  up  the  N ikon
D3500,  and  the  first
thing you notice is  its
surprising  lightness.
Nikon managed to trim
d o w n  t h e  b o d y
c o m p a r e d  t o  i t s
predecessor, making it
one  of  the  l ightest
DSLRs  on  the  market
at  roughly  365  grams
(body  only).  This  is  a
significant  advantage
for  a  beginner  who
may carry the camera
for  long  periods  while
learning.  The  build  is
p r i m a r i l y
polycarbonate,  which
keeps  the  we igh t
down, but it feels solid
enough  for  everyday
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use.  The  grip  is  deep
and textured, providing
a secure hold even for
those  w i th  l a rger
hands.
F r o m  a  d e s i g n
perspective, the D3500
is notably streamlined.
Nikon  simplified  the
b u t t o n  l a y o u t ,
r e m o v i n g  s o m e
controls  that  might
overwhelm  a  novice.
The top plate is clean,
featuring a mode dial,
shutter  button,  and
power  switch.  This
minimalist approach is
i n t e n t i o n a l .  I t
encourages the user to
focus  on  composition
and subject rather than
getting lost  in  menus.
In  the  context  of  a
N i k o n  D  3 5 0 0
Review  CNET,  this
design  philosophy  is
often highlighted as a
key  strength  for  the
target audience.

User
Experienc
e: The
Guide
Mode
The standout feature of
the Nikon D3500,  and
a major reason why it
appears  in  so  many
" b e s t  c a m e r a  f o r
beginners"  lists,  is  its
Guide Mode. This is not
just  a  simple  set  of
scene  presets.  The
G u i d e  M o d e  i s  a n
interactive tutorial built
d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e
c a m e r a .  W h e n
activated,  it  asks  you
w h a t  y o u  w a n t  t o
do—such as blurring a
background,  freezing
motion,  or  taking  a
portrait  at  night—and
t h e n  g u i d e s  y o u
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through  the  settings
step  by  step.
T h i s  f e a t u r e  i s
revo lu t ionary  fo r
someone  intimidated
by  manua l  mode .
Instead  of  needing  to
read a lengthy manual,
the  camera  teaches
you  while  you  shoot.
O v e r  t i m e ,  y o u
naturally  learn  the
relationship  between
aperture ,  shut ter
speed,  and  ISO.  A
review that mirrors the
depth  of  CNET  would
emphasize  that  this
feature  alone  makes
the D3500 a  powerful
learning tool, not just a
camera. It  bridges the
g a p  b e t w e e n
automatic  "point-and-
shoot"  photography
a n d  f u l l  c r e a t i v e
control.

Image
Quality
and
Sensor
Performa
nce
At  the  heart  of  the
Nikon D3500 is a 24.2-
megapixel  APS-C  (DX-
format)  CMOS  sensor,
c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e
E X P E E D  4  i m a g e
processor.  This  is  the
s a m e  s e n s o r
technology  found  in
more  expensive  Nikon
models, and it delivers
outstanding  results.
Image quality is where
the D3500 truly shines,
a n d  a n y  c r e d i b l e
N i k o n  D  3 5 0 0
Review  CNET  would
confirm  this.  The
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images  are  sharp,
detailed,  and  rich  in
color straight out of the
camera.  The  dynamic
range is impressive for
its class, meaning you
can  recover  details
f rom  shadows  and
highl ights  in  post-
processing  without
introducing  excessive
noise.
Low-light  performance
is  also  commendable.
With  an  ISO  range  of
1 0 0  t o  2 5 , 6 0 0
(expandable),  you can
shoo t  i n  d im ly  l i t
environments  without
turning on the flash. At
higher  ISO  settings,
noise is present but is
well-controlled  and
retains a film-like grain
structure  rather  than
becoming  a  color -
speckled  mess.  For  a
beginner  shooting
i n d o o r  e v e n t s  o r
evening  landscapes,
th is  versat i l i ty  i s
i n v a l u a b l e .  T h e

camera’s metering and
white balance systems
a r e  r e l i a b l e ,
consistently  producing
accurate  exposures  in
d i v e r s e  l i g h t i n g
conditions.

Autofocus
and
Shooting
Speed
The Nikon D3500 uses
an  11-point  autofocus
(AF)  system  with  a
s ing le  c ross - type
sensor  in  the  center.
Let’s be honest: this is
not the fastest or most
soph i s t i ca ted  AF
system  available  in
2025.  I t  i s  a  bas ic
p h a s e - d e t e c t i o n
system that works well
in  good  light  but  can
struggle in low contrast
situations or with fast-
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moving subjects. For a
b e g i n n e r
photographing  static
landscapes,  portraits,
or  slow-moving  family
m e m b e r s ,  i t  i s
perfectly  adequate.
However,  for  action
spor ts  o r  w i ld l i f e
photography,  you  will
qu ick ly  not ice  i t s
l imitations.
T h e  c o n t i n u o u s
shooting  speed  is  5
frames  per  second
( f p s ) .  T h i s  i s
respectable  for  an
entry-level  DSLR.  It
allows you to capture a
sequence  of  a  child
blowing  out  birthday
c a n d l e s  o r  a  d o g
running  across  a  field.
The  buffer  depth  is
reasonable,  allowing
around 30 JPEGs or  7
RAW  files  before  the
camera  slows  down.
When reading a Nikon
D  3 5 0 0  R e v i e w
CNET, it is common to
see this section framed

wi th  context :  the
D3500 is  not  built  for
s p e e d ,  b u t  f o r
deliberate learning and
quality.

Video
Capabiliti
es
If video is your primary
focus, the Nikon D3500
may  feel  l imited.  It
records Full HD (1920 x
1080) video at up to 60
frames  per  second.
This  is  sufficient  for
high-qual ity  home
videos, vlogs, or casual
filmmaking.  However,
t h e r e  i s  n o  4 K
r e c o r d i n g ,  n o
microphone input, and
no  headphone  jack.
The  autofocus  during
video  is  also  slower
and  less  reliable  than
in  photo  mode,  often
hunting  for  focus  or
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producing  audible
clicks from the lens.
For  a  beginner  who
wants to capture family
memories  or  short
clips,  the  D3500 does
the job well.  But  in  a
modern  landscape
where  even  budget
smartphones  offer  4K,
the  lack  of  advanced
video  features  is  a
noticeable  drawback.
Any thorough Nikon D
3500  Review  CNET
would  mention  this
limitation  honestly,
advising that if video is
a  h igh  p r i o r i t y ,  a
mirrorless  camera  like
the Nikon Z30 or Sony
ZV-E10  might  be  a
better  fit.

Battery
Life: A

Class-
Leading
Strength
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
u n d e r a p p r e c i a t e d
advantages  of  the
Nikon  D3500  is  i ts
battery  life.  It  boasts
an  impressive  1,550
s h o t s  p e r  c h a r g e
accord ing  to  C IPA
standards.  In  real-
world use, many users
report getting well over
2,000 shots on a single
c h a r g e .  T h i s  i s
extraordinary  and  far
s u r p a s s e s  m o s t
mirrorless cameras. For
a beginner, this means
y o u  c a n  g o  o n  a
weekend  trip  without
w o r r y i n g  a b o u t
carrying  a  charger  or
s p a r e  b a t t e r y .  I t
reduces  anxiety  and
allows  you  to  focus
entirely  on  capturing
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m o m e n t s .  T h i s
strength is consistently
praised in every major
review, including those
from CNET.

Connectiv
ity and
Sharing
Unlike newer cameras,
the Nikon D3500 does
not have built-in Wi-Fi
o r  B l u e t o o t h .  T o
transfer images to your
smartphone, you need
t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e
optional  SnapBridge
adapter  (WR-R10/WR-
T10) or use a separate
card  reader.  This  is  a
significant  oversight  in
an  era  where  instant
shar ing  on  soc ia l
media  is  the  norm.  It
adds  friction  to  the
use r  exper ience ,
especially  for  younger
users  who  want  to

quick ly  post  the i r
photos  online.
However,  the  camera
d o e s  h a v e  a
SnapBridge  feature
that  a l lows  a  low-
energy  B luetooth
c o n n e c t i o n  f o r
au tomat i c  image
transfer, but it requires
t h e  a d a p t e r .  I n
practice,  most  users
simply remove the SD
card and use a reader.
While not ideal, it is a
m a n a g e a b l e
inconvenience.  When
y o u  s e a r c h  f o r  a
comprehensive  Nikon
D  3 5 0 0  R e v i e w
CNET,  connectivity  is
often  cited  as  one  of
the  camera’s  biggest
weaknesses.

The Lens:
Kit Lens
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and
Expandab

ility
The  most  common
configuration  for  the
Nikon D3500 is the kit
w i t h  t h e  A F - P  D X
NIKKOR  18-55mm
f/3.5-5.6G VR lens. This
is a superb kit lens. It
offers  a  versatile  focal
range  (equivalent  to
27-82.5mm  in  ful l -
frame terms)  covering
wide-angle  to  short
te lephoto.  The  VR
(Vibration Reduction) is
very effective,  allowing
you  to  shoot  sharp
handheld  images  at
slower shutter speeds.
The  lens  is  compact,
l i g h t w e i g h t ,  a n d
focuses  quickly  and
quietly  thanks  to  the
pulse motor.
One  of  the  biggest

advantages of buying a
DSLR like the D3500 is
access  to  N ikon’s
extensive F-mount lens
ecosystem.  You  can
choose from thousands
of  affordable  used
lenses,  including  the
superb 35mm f/1.8 DX
prime for low-light and
p o r t r a i t s ,  o r  t h e
7 0 - 3 0 0 m m  f o r
telephoto  reach.  This
expandabi l i ty  is  a
major  reason why the
D 3 5 0 0  r e m a i n s  a
v i ab l e  op t i on  f o r
learning  photography.
You can start with the
kit lens and grow your
system over time.

Nikon
D3500 vs
Modern
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Mirrorless
Cameras
In 2025, the landscape
has  shifted  heavily
toward  mirror less
cameras.  Models  like
the  Nikon  Z30,  Sony
A6100,  or  Canon  EOS
R100 offer features like
4 K  v i d e o ,  f a s t e r
a u t o f o c u s ,  a n d
electronic  viewfinders
in  s imi la r ly  s i zed
bodies.  So  why  still
consider  the  D3500?
The answer lies in cost,
e r g o n o m i c s ,  a n d
battery life. The D3500
is often available for a
significantly  lower
price, especially on the
used market. Its optical
viewfinder is bright and
lag-free,  which  many
photographers  still
prefer. The battery life
is unmatched.
If  you  are  on  a  tight
budget  and  want  to

learn  foundational
photography  skil ls
without  technological
distractions, the D3500
is an excellent choice.
If  you  value  video,
connectivity,  and  the
latest AF technology, a
mirrorless  camera
w o u l d  s e r v e  y o u
better.  A  balanced
N i k o n  D  3 5 0 0
Review  CNET  would
p r e s e n t  t h i s
comparison  honestly,
helping  you  decide
b a s e d  o n  y o u r
priorit ies.

Pros and
Cons at a
Glance

Outstanding
image quality
with rich colors
and great
dynamic range.
Excellent
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battery life
lasting well over
1,500 shots per
charge.
Guide Mode is
the best learning
tool in any entry-
level DSLR.
Lightweight
and ergonomic
design perfect
for travel.
Access to a
massive lens
ecosystem at
affordable prices.
Low price point
offers incredible
value for money.

No 4K video
recording
capability.
No microphone
input limiting
audio quality for
video.
No built-in Wi-
Fi or Bluetooth
for easy sharing.
Basic 11-point
autofocus
system that

struggles with
action.
Fixed LCD
screen that does
not tilt or flip for
selfies.
Lacks some
modern
features like
USB charging
and touchscreen.

Who
Should
Buy the
Nikon
D3500 in
2025?
Despite  its  age,  the
Nikon D3500 remains a
strong  contender  in
one  specific  scenario:
the  absolute  beginner
who  wants  to  learn
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photography on a tight
budget.  If  you  are  a
student ,  a  parent
wanting  to  document
family  life  with  better
q u a l i t y  t h a n  a
s m a r t p h o n e ,  o r
someone  who  simply
enjoys a classic, hands-
o n  s h o o t i n g
e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h i s
c a m e r a  i s  s t i l l  a
fantastic  choice.
It  is  not  for  the  tech
enthusiast  who craves

the latest features, nor
for  the  videographer.
But  for  its  intended
purpose—be ing  a
simple,  honest,  and
effective  learning
tool—it  excels.  When
you  read  a  thorough
N i k o n  D  3 5 0 0
Review  CNET ,  the
consensus is clear: it is
a  c a m e r a  t h a t
u n d e r s t a n d s  i t s
audience  and  delivers
exact ly  what  they
need,


