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THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO
ORIGAMI PAPER SIZES: WHAT
YOU NEED TO KNOW

When  you  first  step  into  the  world  of
paper folding, one of the most common
questions  that  arises  is:  what  is  the
size of origami paper? It seems like a
simple query, but the answer is far more
nuanced  than  a  single  measurement.
Origami paper comes in a vast array of
dimensions, each suited for different skill
levels,  project  types,  and  folding
techniques. Understanding these sizes is
not  just  a  matter  of  trivia—it  directly
influences  the  ease  of  folding,  the  final
appearance of your model, and even the
complexity  of  the  designs  you  can
attempt.
Whether  you are  a  complete  beginner
looking for your first pack of paper or an
experienced folder aiming to refine your
craft,  knowing  the  standard  and
specialty sizes of origami paper will help
you choose the perfect sheet for every
crease.  This  article  explores  the  most
common origami paper dimensions, why
size matters, and how to select the right
one for your next project.

STANDARD ORIGAMI PAPER
SIZES: THE UNIVERSAL STARTING
POINT

Across  the  globe,  the  most  widely
recognized origami paper size is the 15
cm x 15 cm (approximately 6 inches x 6
inches)  square.  This  dimension  has

become  the  de  facto  standard  for
instructional  diagrams,  beginner  kits,
and general-purpose folding. But why did
this particular size become so dominant?
Historically, origami paper production in
Japan settled on a square of about 15 cm
because  it  offers  a  comfortable  balance
between detail work and manageability.
A sheet of this size is large enough to
allow clean, precise folds without being
so small that finger dexterity becomes a
problem.  Moreover,  it  fits  neatly  into
most origami books and is easy to cut
from  larger  sheets  of  kami  ( the
traditional thin, colored origami paper).
In the United States and other countries
using imperial  measurements,  paper is
often  sold  as  6-inch  squares.  The
difference  between  15  cm and  6  inches
is only about 0.1 cm, so these two sizes
are  effectively  interchangeable  for  most
projects. Many commercial packs labeled
as 6 x 6 inches are actually cut to 15 cm,
and vice versa. This slight discrepancy
rarely  causes  issues  unless  you  are
working  on  a  model  that  requires
extreme precision, such as a modular
origami  piece  with  many  interlocking
units.

Other Common
Square Sizes
Beyond  the  15  cm  standard,  origami
paper  is  available  in  a  wide  range  of
square dimensions.  Here are the most
frequently  encountered sizes  and their
typical uses:
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7.5 cm x 7.5 cm (3 inches):
Often used for miniatures, jewelry,
or practice folds. Ideal for simple
models like cranes or stars when
you want to create a set of tiny
decorations.
10 cm x 10 cm (4 inches): A
popular choice for children’s
origami and beginner projects.
This size is less intimidating for
small hands and uses less paper
for practice.
20 cm x 20 cm (8 inches): A
step up from standard size,
offering more room for
intermediate models with
additional detail, such as animals
with legs or wings.
25 cm x 25 cm (10 inches):
Often used for complex designs,
including wet-folding techniques
where paper is dampened to
create sculptural curves. This size
also works well for double-sided
paper designs.
35 cm x 35 cm (14 inches) and
larger: Reserved for master-level
folders and exhibition pieces.
Large squares allow for intricate
geometric patterns, multi-step
sequences, and dramatic final
displays.

Some  specialty  brands  also  produce
squares as small as 2.5 cm or as large as
1 meter square. The latter is extremely
rare  and  usually  custom-cut  for  large
installation art or stage props.

NON-STANDARD AND SPECIALTY
ORIGAMI PAPER SIZES

Not all  origami paper  is  square.  While
squares  dominate  traditional  origami,
many  contemporary  folders  and
designers  work  with  rectangular,
hexagonal,  or  even  circular  sheets.

Understanding  these  formats  expands
your creative possibilities.

Rectangular
Origami Paper
Rectangular paper is essential for certain
folding  styles,  most  notably  money
origami  (using  dollar  bills,  which  are
2.61  x  6.14  inches)  and  letter-sized
(8.5 x 11 inches) paper projects. Many
classic  models,  such as  the traditional
origami box or some action models, start
from a rectangle rather than a square.
Common rectangular sizes include:

A4 (210 mm x 297 mm): Used
extensively in Europe for diagrams
and practice. Many origami
designers provide instructions
based on A4 paper because it is a
standard office paper size
worldwide.
US Letter (8.5 x 11 inches):
Similar to A4 but slightly wider and
shorter. This size is typical for
North American folders using
printer paper.
2:1 rectangles: Created by
cutting a square in half. These are
common for modular units or
simple booklets.
1:3 or 1:4 rectangles: Used for
specific models like the Japanese
brocade or phizz units.

Non-Square
Polygons and
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Circles
While  less  common,  origami  artists
sometimes  use  hexagons  for  models
like  snowflakes  or  flowers,  and
octagons  for  certain  tessellations.
Circular origami is an advanced niche
where  a  circle  is  folded  into  complex
spirals and curved shapes. These papers
are typically hand-cut by the folder from
larger sheets.

HOW PAPER SIZE AFFECTS YOUR
ORIGAMI EXPERIENCE

Choos ing  the  r i gh t  s i ze  i s  no t
arbitrary—it  directly  impacts  your
success  and  enjoyment.  Here  are  key
factors to consider when deciding what
is the size of origami paper for your
specific project:

Complexity and
Detail
Complex models with many folds require
larger  paper  because  each  fo ld
consumes  paper  thickness.  A  50-step
dragon  designed  by  a  master  might
need  a  sheet  of  at  least  30  cm  to
maintain  proportion  and avoid  tearing.
Conversely, a simple cup or boat can be
folded  from  a  10  cm  square  without
difficulty.

Paper Thickness
and Fiber
Thicker papers, such as tant (a dense,
matte paper) or kraft, hold shape better
but  are  harder  to  fold  tightly  in  small
sizes.  Thin,  crisp  papers  like  kami  or
washi  work  well  on  smaller  sheets.

Always match the paper weight to the
size: a tiny 5 cm square of thick paper
may be frustrating, while a 20 cm square
of  flimsy  paper  may  collapse  under  its
own  weight.

Modular Origami
and Unit
Compatibility
I f  you  are  assembling  a  modular
origami  piece  (like  a  kusudama or  a
Sonobe  cube),  all  units  must  be  the
same  size,  and  the  combined  piece's
final  dimensions  depend  on  that  base
size.  A  7.5  cm square  yields  a  small,
del icate  sphere;  a  15  cm  square
produces a  palm-sized sculpture;  a  25
cm square creates a large, imposing ball.
Consistency is critical.

Presentation and
Display
Consider  where  your  finished  model  will
be placed. A tiny crane looks charming
on a desk, but a large heron made from
40  cm  paper  becomes  a  statement
piece. Similarly, if you plan to hang your
origami,  larger,  lighter  papers  may be
better to avoid drooping.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT ORIGAMI
PAPER SIZE FOR BEGINNERS

For  those  just  starting  out,  the  best
advice is to stick with the standard 15
cm x 15 cm (6-inch) square. This size
is  forgiving,  widely  available  in  craft
stores  and  online,  and  matches  most
instructional diagrams. Beginners should
also look for paper that is thin but not
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too  flimsy,  such  as  standard  origami
kami or even plain printer paper cut into
squares.
As you gain confidence, try the following
progression:

Step 1: Master simple models1.
(crane, frog, airplane) using 15 cm
paper.
Step 2: Move to intermediate2.
models (box, flower, simple
animal) with 20 cm paper to
accommodate extra folds.
Step 3: Try modular or wet-folded3.
models using 25 cm paper or
larger.
Step 4: Experiment with4.
rectangles and non-square papers
for variety.

WHERE TO FIND ORIGAMI PAPER
IN DIFFERENT SIZES

Origami  paper  is  available  from many
sources,  each  offering  various  size
options:

Craft stores: Typically carry
packs of 15 cm squares and
sometimes 20 cm. Look for brands
like Tuttle, Daiso, or Origami
USA.
Online retailers: Amazon, Etsy,
and specialty origami shops offer a
vast selection from 2.5 cm to 50
cm. Search by specific dimensions.
Art supply stores: Often sell
large sheets of washi, lokta, or
mulberry paper that you can cut
to any size yourself.
Print shops: If you need custom
sizes, a local printer can cut large
paper precisely for a fee.

For serious folders, investing in a paper
cutter or a sharp craft knife allows you
to create any square or rectangle from

larger sheets. This is especially useful for
non-standard  sizes  required  by  specific
diagrams.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT ORIGAMI PAPER SIZE

Many beginners  wonder:  what is  the
size of  origami paper  if  the  project
says "6 inch square" but you only have
A4? The truth is that for many models,
e x a c t  d i m e n s i o n s  a r e  n o t
critical—proportion matters more. If you
start  with  a  square,  you  can  usually
adapt the design to any square size by
folding  carefully.  For  rectangles,  the
golden  ratio  (1:1.618)  is  sometimes
used for aesthetics, but most models are
designed for simple 2:1 or 3:1 ratios.
Another  myth  is  that  smaller  paper  is
always harder. Actually, small paper can
be  easier  for  models  with  few  folds
because you can see the edges clearly.
The  difficulty  increases  when  you  need
to  make  many  tight  folds  in  a  small
area—then larger paper is easier.

CONCLUSION

Understanding  what  is  the  size  of
origami  paper  is  not  just  about
memorizing  numbers—it  is  about
matching the paper to your skill,  your
model,  and  your  creative  vision.  From
the  widely  used  15  cm  square  to
oversized  exhibition  sheets,  each
dimension  offers  unique  opportunities
and challenges.  Beginners  should start
with  standard  6-inch  kami,  while
advanced  folders  can  explore  larger
formats,  rectangles,  and  even  circular
paper to push the boundaries of the art.
Always remember that the best size is
the  one  that  makes  your  folding
experience  enjoyable  and  your  results
beautiful.  With  the  right  paper  size  in
hand,  every  crease  becomes  a  step
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toward a masterpiece.


