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THE SEEDS OF
CONFLICT:
UNRAVELING THE
CAUSES OF WAR IN
IRAQ

The 2003 invasion of
Irag remains one of the
most contentious and
consequential military
actions of the 21st
century. For nearly two
decades, scholars,
politicians, and the
public have debated
the precise causes of
war in lraq. While
many point to a single,
defining reason—such
as the hunt for
weapons of mass
destruction—the reality

is far more complex.
The decision to topple
Saddam Hussein’s
regime was not the
result of one event but
a convergence of
geopolitical strategy,
ideological conviction,
security fears, and
economic interests.
Understanding these
intertwined factors is
essential to grasping
one of modern
history’s most pivotal
conflicts.
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No single event
reshaped American
foreign policy more
dramatically than the
terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001. In
the aftermath, the
administration of
President George W.
Bush adopted a
radically new security
doctrine. The old
paradigm of
containment and
deterrence was
replaced by a policy of
preemptive action. The
causes of war in lraq

Saddam Hussein and
Al-Qaeda was ever
conclusively proven,
me administration
repeatedly insinuated a
connection. By
conflating the war on
terror with the threat
posed by Iraq, officials
in Washington framed
the conflict not merely
as a regime change,
but as a critical front in
a global struggle
against terrorism. This
narrative proved
potent in building
domestic support.

Weapons
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of Mass

Destructi
on: The
Public
Justificati

on

The most cited and
publicly debated cause
of the war was the
allegation that Iraq
possessed stockpiles of
weapons of mass
destruction. In the
months leading up to
the invasion, top US
and UK officials
presented intelligence
reports—later proven
to be flawed and
exaggerated—claiming
that Saddam Hussein
had biological and
chemical agents and
was actively seeking to

rebuild his nuclear
program. Secretary of
State Colin Powell’s
2003 address to the
United Nations, which

included satellite
imagery and
descriptions of mobile
biological weapons

labs, was a pivotal
moment in convincing
the American public
and some allies of the
necessity of military
action. The fear that
these weapons could
be handed over to
terrorist groups was a
powerful driver. Today,
we know that no
significant stockpiles of
WMDs were ever
found, making this
justification the most
controversial and
heavily scrutinized of
all the causes of war
in Iraq.
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Beyond security and
intelligence, a powerful
ideological current was
flowing through
Washington. The
neoconservative
movement, which had
been advocating for
regime change in Iraq
since the 1990s, found
a receptive audience in
the Bush
administration. Key
figures such as Paul
Wolfowitz, Dick
Cheney, and Donald
Rumsfeld believed that
the United States had a
moral and strategic
imperative to spread

democracy in the
Middle East. They
argued that toppling
Eddam Hussein would
not only remove a
dictator but
also trigger a

democratic domino
@ffect across the
region, leading to

greater stability and a
reduction in the root
causes of terrorism.
This idealistic, yet
aggressively
interventionist,
worldview was a
significant contributing
factor. It transformed a
policy of containment
into a project of
national
transformation, making
the causes of war in
Iraqg as much about
ideology as about
threats.

Oil,
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Economic

s, and
Strateqgic

Interests

It is impossible to
discuss the conflict
without acknowledging
the role of natural
resources. lraq sits
atop the world's
second-largest proven
oil reserves. Control
over this strategic
commodity was a
major geopolitical
prize. While the Bush
administration publicly
denied that oil was a
motive, critics and
historians have long
argued that securing
energy resources and
disrupting OPEC's
influence were key
considerations. A
friendly, pro-Western

government in
Baghdad would provide
the United States with
a reliable source of oil

and a strategic
foothold in the heart of
the Middle East,

reducing dependence
on Saudi Arabia.
Furthermore, economic
motivations extended
beyond oil. The war
opened up lraq to
foreign investment,
and American defense
contractors stood to
benefit massively.
While oil may not have
been the primary
cause of the invasion
for every decision-
maker, it remains a
critical piece of the
puzzle when examining
the causes of war in
Iraq.

Regime



Change

intervention. For some
in the international
community, this
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The

legitimate
reason for action.
However, critics argue
that if humanitarian

H u m a Mtervention were the

Right
Argument

Saddam Hussein’s
regime was undeniably
one of the most brutal

of the late 20th
century. His use of
chemical weapons

against the Kurds in
Halabja, the systematic
torture of political
prisoners, and the
mass graves
discovered after his fall
painted a picture of a
tyrant who had to be
removed. Human rights
advocates, including
some Iraqi exile
groups, pressed for

true goal, the US would

Shave acted in Rwanda

or Sudan with equal
vigor. This suggests
that while the human
rights record of
Saddam Hussein was a
convenient and morally
persuasive argument,
it was often used to
bolster the other, more
strategically driven
causes of war in lraq
rather than being the
sole motivation.

The
Fallure of
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Diplomac

y and the

UN

Impasse

The diplomatic path to
disarming lIraq was
long and contentious.
Throughout the 1990s
and early 2000s, UN
weapons inspectors
struggled with lIraqi
non-cooperation and a
cat-and-mouse game
of concealment. After
9/11, the US lost
patience. When the
Bush administration
sought a second UN
resolution explicitly
authorizing military
force, it was blocked by
France, Germany, and
Russia. This failure at
the Security Council
was a critical turning
point. The

administration decided
to proceed with a
"coalition of the
willing," effectively
bypassing the UN. The
collapse of diplomacy
demonstrated that for
the key architects of
the war, the decision to
invade had already
been made, and
diplomacy was merely
a box to be checked.
The inability to find a
peaceful solution is one
of the most tragic
aspects of the causes
of war in lIragq,
showing how
international
institutions can fail
when powerful nations
are determined to act
unilaterally.

Intelligen
ce



Failures
and

Misinfoy

ation

A critical enabler of the
war was the systematic
failure of intelligence
agencies. The famous
"Curveball® source,
who provided false
information about
mobile biological
weapons labs, and the
guestionable purchase
of yellowcake uranium

from Niger (the
"sixteen words"
controversy in

President Bush's State
of the Union address)
show how intelligence
was cherry-picked and
exaggerated to fit the
predetermined policy
of regime change.
Analysts who raised

doubts were often
sidelined. This period
serves as a cautionary

tale about the
politicization of
agence. The
n‘ce on poor

information to justify
the war has led to
lasting damage to the
credibility of Western
intelligence services.
When examining the
causes of war in
Iraq, the failure of
truth itself must be
counted as a primary
factor.

Geopolitic
al
Dominan
ce and
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the "New

American

Century”

Finally, the war was
about demonstrating
American power and
unipolar dominance.
The Project for the New
American Century
(PNAC), a
neoconservative think
tank, had long called
for a strategy that
would use America’s
military might to shape
the world order. Iraq
was seen as a target
that would showcase
US strength, send a
message to other
rogue states (like Iran
and North Korea), and
solidify American
hegemony in the post-
Cold War world. This
strategic ambition,
often overlooked in
simpler narratives, is

one of the deepest
causes of war in
Iraq. It was a war of
choice, not of
necessity, designed to
reshape the global
landscape according to
a specific vision of
American leadership.

CONCLUSION: A
WAR BORN OF
MANY CAUSES

In the end, no single
factor can fully explain
why the world went to
war in Irag. It was a
perfect storm of fear,
ideology, economics,
and ambition. The
immediate causes of
war in lraqgq—the WMD
threat and the war on
terror—acted as the
spark, but the fuel was
provided by a strategic
agenda that had been
years in the making.

The invasion had
profound
consequences: the

destabilization of the
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region, the rise of ISIS,
the deaths of hundreds
of thousands of people,
and a lasting erosion of
trust in government
institutions. By
understanding the
complex mixture of
reasons that led to the

importance of rigorous
intelligence, and the
high human cost of
decisions made in
Washington and
London. The war in Iraq
stands as a stark
reminder that the
decision to go to war is

conflict, we gain a never simple, and its
clearer perspective on causes are never as
the dangers of clear as they first
preemptive war, the appear.
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