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MASTERING LOS
SANTOS: YOUR
ULTIMATE GRAND
THEFT AUTO V
STRATEGY GUIDE

Since  i ts  re lease ,
Grand Theft  Auto V
h a s  r e m a i n e d  a
towering  achievement
in  open-world  gaming.
T h e  s p r a w l i n g
metropo l i s  o f  Los
S a n t o s  a n d  i t s
surrounding wilderness
of  Blaine  County  offer
m o r e  a c t i v i t i e s ,
s e c r e t s ,  a n d
opportunities  than
mos t  p l aye rs  can
uncover  in  a  single

playthrough.  Whether
you  are  a  first-time
player  stepping  into
the  shoes  of  Michael,
Franklin, and Trevor, or
a  seasoned  veteran
looking  to  optimize
y o u r  i n c o m e  a n d
complete  every  side
m i s s i o n ,  a  w e l l -
rounded Grand Theft
Auto  V  Strategy
Guide  is  essential  for
getting the most out of
t h i s  m a s s i v e
experience. This guide
will  walk  you  through
the  core  mechanics,
provide expert tips for
heists and combat, and
r e v e a l  t h e  m o s t
efficient  ways  to  build
a fortune in both Story
Mode and GTA Online.
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FOUNDATIONS OF
A SUCCESSFUL
PLAYTHROUGH

Understa
nding the
Protagoni
sts and
Their
Unique
Abilities
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
innovative  features  of
Grand Theft  Auto V is
the  ability  to  switch
between three distinct
cha rac te r s .  Each
protagonist  brings  a
unique skill  set to the
table,  and  mastering
these  abilities  is  the
first  step  in  any

effective  Grand  Theft
Auto  V  Strategy
Guide .

Michael De
Santa: Michael
excels in
shooting and
driving. His
special ability,
Bullet Time,
slows down time
during gunfights,
allowing for
precise
headshots and
tactical reloads.
Use Michael for
missions that
require a steady
hand and
controlled
aggression.
Franklin
Clinton: Franklin
is a natural
behind the
wheel. His
special ability,
Driving Focus,
slows down time
while driving,
making it easier
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to navigate tight
corners, weave
through traffic,
and execute
perfect drifts. He
is your go-to
character for
high-speed
chases and
getaway driving.
Trevor Philips:
Trevor is a
powerhouse of
destruction. His
Frenzy ability
makes him deal
double damage
while taking half
damage in
combat. He is
ideal for all-out
assaults,
rampages, and
any situation
where brute
force is the best
option.

Pro Tip: Always invest
time  in  developing
each  cha rac te r ' s
hidden  stats.  Taking
them  to  the  shooting

range, driving fast, and
engaging  in  physical
activities  will  unlock
their  full  potential,
making  the  harder
missions  significantly
easier.

Early
Game
Money
Managem
ent
Money is  the lifeblood
of  Los  Santos,  but  in
the  early  chapters  of
Story  Mode,  cash  is
scarce .  Avo id  the
temptat ion  to  buy
expens ive  cars  or
p r o p e r t i e s
immediately.  Instead,
focus  on  completing
s to ry  miss ions  to
u n l o c k  t h e  s t o c k
market,  which  is  the



4

4 Grand Theft Auto V Strategy
Guide

2023-06-11

true  path  to  wealth.
Complete  the  first  few
h e i s t s  t o  b u i l d  a
modest  bankroll,  and
always  check  your
Social  Club  email  for
Lester's  assassination
m i s s i o n s .  T h e s e
m i s s i o n s ,  w h e n
executed  with  the
correct  stock  market
investments,  can  turn
a few thousand dollars
into millions.

HEIST PLANNING
AND EXECUTION

H e i s t s  a r e  t h e
centerpieces  of  the
Grand  Theft  Auto  V
campaign.  Each  heist
r e q u i r e s  c a r e f u l
p l a n n i n g ,  c r e w
selection, and a chosen
approach .  A  so l id
Grand Theft  Auto V
Strategy  Guide  will
break  down  the  key
decisions for maximum
payout.

Choosing
the Right
Crew
When  selecting  your
crew  for  a  heist,  you
have a choice between
cheaper,  less  skilled
m e m b e r s  a n d
expensive,  h ighly
skilled  professionals.
W h i l e  i t  m a y  b e
tempt ing  to  save
money  up f ron t ,  a
skilled  crew  reduces
the risk of  failure and
increases  your  overall
take.  For  the  best
results,  invest  in  the
m o s t  e x p e n s i v e
gunman,  driver,  and
hacker  available.  The
hacker  is  particularly
important,  as  a  good
hacker gives you more
time  inside  the  vault,
allowing you to secure
the  maximum amount
of loot.
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The
Strategic
Approach
es
Most major  heists  offer
t w o  d i s t i n c t
approaches:  Loud  and
Smart (or Obvious and
Subtle).

Obvious
Approach
(Loud): This
involves heavy
weaponry, direct
assault, and a
chaotic escape. It
is faster but
leads to more
police attention
and potential
loss of money.
Use Trevor for
this approach to
maximize
damage output.
Subtle

Approach
(Smart): This
requires stealth,
disguises, and
careful
coordination. The
payout is often
higher because
you lose less
money to
damage, and the
escape is
generally
cleaner. Use
Michael and
Franklin for their
precision and
driving skills.

Advice:  For  first-time
players,  the  Subtle
approach  is  usually
easier  in  the  later
heists, as it minimizes
t h e  c h a n c e  o f  a
catastrophic  firefight.
Howeve r ,  a lways
choose  the  approach
that  best  suits  your
team's  strengths.
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BUILDING AN
EMPIRE:
INVESTMENTS AND

PROPERTIES

The Stock
Market:
Lester's
Assassina
tion
Missions
T h e  s i n g l e  m o s t
effective  way  to
become a billionaire in
Story Mode is to follow
Lester's  assassination
missions. This is where
a  de ta i l ed  Grand
T h e f t  A u t o  V
St ra tegy  Gu ide
b e c o m e s
indispensable.  Before
starting  each  mission,
invest  all  available

money  into  specific
competitor  companies.
After  completing  the
mission,  the  target
company's  stock  will
p l ummet ,  and  i t s
competitor's  stock  will
soar.  Sell  high  and
reinvest  for  the  next
mission. By the end of
t h e  g a m e ,  e a c h
character  can  have
several hundred million
dollars.

Purchasin
g
Propertie
s and
Businesse
s
Once you have capital,
invest  in  income-
generating  properties.
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The  Sonar  Collections
Dock,  the  Hangar  at
the  airfield,  and  the
D o w n t o w n  C a b
Company  provide  a
steady passive income.
While  the  returns  are
modest  compared  to
heist  payouts,  they
accumulate  over  time
and  provide  a  safety
net.  More importantly,
many properties unlock
unique  side  missions
and vehicles  that  add
d e p t h  t o  y o u r
gameplay experience.

COMBAT, DRIVING,
AND SURVIVAL
TIPS

Mastering
Gunplay
and

Cover
L o s  S a n t o s  i s  a
dangerous  place,  and
pol ice  response  is
aggressive.  To survive
firefights,  always  use
cover.  The  game's
cover system is sticky,
m e a n i n g  y o u r
character  will  snap  to
walls and objects. Pop
out only to take shots,
and never stay in the
open.  Use  Michael's
Bullet  Time  to  clear
rooms  quickly,  and
a l w a y s  a i m  f o r
headshots to conserve
a m m u n i t i o n .  F o r
explosive  encounters,
switch  to  Trevor  and
use  his  Frenzy  ability
to  tank damage while
eliminating threats.

Vehicle
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Handling
and

Evasion
Driving in Grand Theft
Auto  V  is  a  skill  that
must  be  honed.  Each
car  handles  differently,
with sports cars having
less  traction  on  dirt
roads  and  off-road
vehicles  excelling  in
B l a i n e  C o u n t y .
Frankl in 's  specia l
d r i v i ng  ab i l i t y  i s
invaluable  dur ing
police chases. Practice
drifting  and  using  the
handbrake to navigate
tight  corners.  When
escaping  the  police,
avoid  main  roads  and
use alleys, train tracks,
and  off-road  paths  to
break line of sight. The
police AI is aggressive
and  w i l l  ram  your
v e h i c l e ,  s o  k e e p
moving  and  avo id

prolonged standoffs.

SIDE MISSIONS
AND
COLLECTIBLES

Beyond the main story,
Grand Theft  Auto V is
packed  with  content
that enriches the world
a n d  p r o v i d e s
significant rewards.

The
Strangers
and
Freaks
Missions
T h e s e  o p t i o n a l
missions  flesh  out  the
world  of  Los  Santos
and  of ten  prov ide
u n i q u e  r e w a r d s ,
inc lud ing  spec ia l
vehicles and weapons.
Some  o f  the  mos t
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memorable  side  plots
involve  the  Epsilon
Program,  the  altruist
c u l t ,  a n d  t h e
mysterious  "The  Last
O n e "  m i s s i o n .
Completing  all  side
miss ions  for  each
character  unlocks  the
"Out  of  Your  Depth"
and  "The  Midnight
C l u b "
trophies/achievements.

Collectibl
es:
Spaceshi
p Parts
and
Letter
Scraps
H u n t i n g  d o w n
collectibles  is  a  time-

c o n s u m i n g  b u t
rewarding endeavor.

Spaceship
Parts: Collecting
all 50 spaceship
parts unlocks a
special secret
vehicle and a fun
side mission. Use
Franklin to find
these, as his map
covers the entire
area.
Letter Scraps:
Collecting all 50
letter scraps
unlocks the
ability to have a
special vehicle
delivered. They
are scattered
across the map,
often in hidden
or hard-to-reach
locations.
Nuclear Waste:
Collecting 30
nuclear waste
barrels unlocks a
sonar dock and a
significant cash
reward. This is
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best done using
a submarine.

Strategy:  Use the in-
game  internet  or  a
companion  app  to
track  your  progress.
Set aside a few hours
to collect all items for a
specific  set,  as  this
yields the best rewards
f o r  y o u r  t i m e
investment.

GRAND THEFT
AUTO ONLINE: A
SEPARATE WORLD
OF STRATEGY

While the Story Mode is
a  c o n t a i n e d
experience, GTA Online
is  a  living,  evolving
ecosystem. A complete
Grand Theft  Auto V
Strategy Guide  must
address  the  unique
cha l lenges  o f  the
online  world.

Getting
Started in
GTA
Online
New  players  should
focus  on  completing
the  tutorial  missions
and  the  first  few
contact  missions  to
build  capital.  Avoid
buying  expens ive
vehicles  immediately.
Instead,  invest  in  a
high-end apartment or
a  CEO  office  to  unlock
heists  and  business
opportunities.  The  first
heist, "The Fleeca Job,"
is  a  good introduction
to cooperative play and
provides a solid payday
for two players.
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Businesse
s and
Passive

Income
In  GTA Online,  wealth
i s  b u i l t  t h r o u g h
businesses.  The  best
options for solo players
include the Bunker (for
w e a p o n
manufacturing),  the
Nightclub  (for  passive
income) ,  and  the
Agency  (for  security
contracts).  For  players
w i t h  a  c r e w ,  t h e
Motorcycle  Club  (MC)
businesses  and  the
Cargo  Warehouse  offer
h igh  payou t s  bu t
r e q u i r e  a c t i v e
management.  Always
purchase  suppl ies
rather  than  stealing
them if you value your
time, as this allows you

to  f ocus  on  o the r
activities  while  your
business  generates
product.

Navigatin
g the
Online
World
Safely
The  online  world  is
filled  with  both
c o o p e r a t i v e
opportunit ies  and
player-versus-player
conflict.  Use  passive
mode  when  you  want
to  explore  without
interference.  When
engaging  in  business
sa les ,  a lways  use
armored  vehicles  and
avoid populated areas.
The Oppressor Mk II is
a  popular  griefing  tool,
so stay aware of your
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surroundings  and  use
t h e  " G h o s t
Organization" ability to
hide  your  cargo  from
other  players  for  a
short  t ime.

OPTIMIZING YOUR
EXPERIENCE:
SETTINGS AND
MODIFICATIONS

Controller
and
Display
Settings
Adjusting your settings
can  d ramat i ca l l y
i m p r o v e  y o u r
performance.  In  the
d i s p l a y  o p t i o n s ,
increase  the  field  of
view to the maximum
sett ing  for  bet ter
peripheral  awareness.
In the controls, set the
target ing  mode  to

"Free  Aim"  if  you  are
confident  in  your  aim,
as  this  puts  you  in
lobbies with fewer lock-
on  gr iefers .  I f  you
p r e f e r  a  c a s u a l
experience,  "Assisted
Aim - Full" is the most
forgiving.

Vehicle
Modificati
ons
U p g r a d i n g  y o u r
vehicles at Los Santos
Customs  is  essential.
A lways  p r io r i t i ze
engine,  transmission,
and  brakes  before
cosmetic  upgrades.
Installing  bulletproof
tires is the single most
important  defensive
upgrade, as it prevents
your  tires  from  being
shot out during chases.
For  combat  vehicles,
armor  upgrades  and
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weapon  mounts  are
worth  every  penny.

ACHIEVEMENTS
AND TROPHIES

For  completionists,
Grand  Theft  Auto  V
offers  a  long  list  of
achievements  that
span both Story Mode
and Online. Here are a
f e w  o f  t h e  m o s t
challenging  ones:

Solid Gold,
Baby! - Obtain
70 gold medals
in Story Mode
missions. This
requires
replaying
missions and
meeting specific
objectives like
time limits and
headshot counts.
Career Criminal
- Attain 100%
completion in
Story Mode. This
requires
completing all

main missions,
side missions,
hobbies, and
collectibles.
Number One -
Come first in all
competitive
game modes
online. This
requires patience
and skill across
multiple
disciplines.
Masterminds -
Complete all
heist setups and
finales in order,
on hard difficulty,
without dying.
This is the
ultimate test of
teamwork and
requires a
coordinated
crew.

CONCLUSION

Grand Theft Auto V is a
game of  infinite  depth,
offering  a  sprawling
wor ld  where  your
choices  have  tangible
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consequences on your
wealth,  abilities,  and
experience.  Whether
you  are  meticulously
planning  the  perfect
heist,  investing  in  the
s t o c k  m a r k e t  f o r
massive  returns,  or
simply  exploring  the
vast  wi lderness  of
Blaine  County,  having
a  solid  Grand  Theft
Auto  V  Strategy
Guide  in your arsenal
ensures that you never

miss  an  opportunity.
By  mas te r ing  the
unique  abi l i t ies  of
Michael,  Franklin,  and
Trevor,  making  smart
financial decisions, and
understanding  the
nuances of  both Story
Mode and GTA Online,
you can truly conquer
Los Santos. So, choose
your  character,  load
your weapon, and step
into  a  world  where
fortune favors the bold
and the prepared.


